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For Zion's ſake will I not hold my peace, and for Jeruſa- 
lem's /ake I will not reſ, until the righteouſneſs there- 
of go forth as brightneſs, and the ſalvation thereof as a 
lamp that burneth, If, Ixii. 1. 
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* SP.ASIO was employed in preparing for 
bis journey. Theron, free from buſineſs, and 
+2 diſengaged from company, had the greats 
2x22 . eſt part of the day to himſelf, Which, he 
ſpent; in reviewing the ſubſtance of their late con» 


ferences; not without intermingledaſpirations to yy 


for the guidance of his divine SPIRIT, 


At evening, he went, like the patriarch of old, ine 


to the field to meditate &; amidſt the calm of nature, to 


meditate on the 
culiarly beautiful, 
fine indigo received an e hei cightenin 


5 * he, ſpel.—The ſky was pe- 

4 — WE where the 
„ by a few 
thin and ſcattered clouds ; which © imbi "the ſolar 


Tays,, and looked like penſile fleeces of pureſt wweel.- + 


„ Gen. xxiv. 63. 
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All things appeared with ſo mild, ſo majeſtic, ſo charm- 
ing an aſpect, that, intent as he was upon a different 
Be e could not but indulge the following ſo- 
uy. 

« ow delightful are the ſcenes of rural nature! 
tc efpecially, to the philoſephic eye, and contemplative 
% mind.— I cannot wonder that perſons in high life 
are ſo fond of retiring from a conſpicuous and ex- 
alted ſtation, to the covert of a ſhady grove, or the 
margin of a cooling ſtream; are ſo deſirous of quit- 
ting the ſmoky town, and noiſy ſtreet, in order to 
breathe purer air, and ſurvey the wonders of crea- 
tion, in the Went, the ſerene, the peaceful villa. 
« *Tis true, in the country, there are none of the 
modiſh, I had almoſt ſaid, meretricious ornaments 
of that falſe politeneſs, which refines people out of 
their veracity : but an eaſy ſimplicity of manners, 
with an un eck ſincerity of mind. Here the ſo- 
lemn farce of ceremony is ſeldom brought into play, 
and the pleaſing deluſions of compliment have no 
place. But the brow is the rea index of the tem- 
per, and ſpeech the genuine interpreter of the heart. 
In the country, I acknowledge, we are ſeldom 
invited to fee the mimic attempts of human art. 
But we, every where, behold the grand and maſter- 
ly exertions of divine power. No theatre erects its 
narrow ſtage, ſurrounds it with puny rows of a- 
ſcending ſeats, or adorns it with a ſhifting ſeries of 
gorgeous ſcenery. oe of rene extend their ample 
area ; at firſt, lightly clad with a ſcarf of ſpringing 
green ; then, deeply planted with an arrangement 
of ſpindling ſtalks ; as a few more weeks advance, 
covered with a profuſion of bearded or huſky grain; 
at laſt, richly laden with a harveſt of yellow orgy 
« Meadovs diicloſe their beautiful boſom ; yield a 
« ſoft and fertile lap for the luxuriant herbage ; and 
„ fuckle myriads ot the faireſt, gayeſt flowers: which, 
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„without any vain oſtentation, or expenſive finery, 


« outvie 
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* outvie each other in all the elegance of dreſs.— 

* Groves of various leaf; arrayed in freſheſt verdure, 

and liberal of their reviving ſhade ; riſe, in amiable, 

in noble proſpect, all around. Droves of ſturdy 
« oxen, ſtrong for labour, or fat for the ſhambles; 

«< herds of leeky kine, wath milk in their udders, and 

< violets in their noſtrils; focks of well- fleeced ſheep, 
with their ſnowy lambkins, friſking at their fide; 
* theſe compoſe the living machinery. — Boundleſs 
« tracts of bending azure, varniſhed with inimitable 

« delicacy, and hung with ſtarry lamps, or arradiated 

« with ſolar luſtre, form the ſtately ceikag.— While 

the early breezes, and the evening gales; charged 

with no unwholeſome vapours, breeding no pelti- 

< lential_ taint; but fanning the humid buds, and 
« waving their edoriferons wings-; diſpenſe a thou- 
fand — mingled with the moſt ſovereign ſup- 
« ports of And is not this ſchool of induſtry, 
this magazine of plenty, incomparably more delight. 
% ful, as well as infinitely % dangerous, than thofe 
<4. gaudy temples of profuſeneſs and debaychery, where 
« {in and ruin wear the maſk of pleaſure? where Be- 
«v tial is daily or nightly worſhipped with, what his 
« votaries call, modiſh recreation, and genteel amuſe- 
6 Here indeed is no tuneful voice, to melt in ſtrains 

« of amorous anguith, and transfuſe the ſickening 
« fondneſs to the hearer's breaſt. ' No ſkilful artiſt, 
to inform the {ute with muſical 1nchantment ;* to 
e {jrike infectious melody from the viol; and ſooth 
away the reſolution and activity of virtue, in wan- 
ton deſires, or voluptuous indolence. But the plains 
„ bleat; the mountains low; and the hollow circling 
< rocks echo with the univerſal ſong. Every valley 
< remurmurs to the fall of ſilver fountains, or the li- 
quid lapſe of gurgling rills—B:rds, muſicians ever 
_ < beauteous, ever gay, wp on a thouſand boughs, 

tl 
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play a thouſand ſprig y and harmonious airs 
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„ Charmed therefore with the fineſt views, lulled 
« with the ſofteſt ſounds, and treated with the richeſt 
odours, what can be wanting to complete the de- 
light? Here is every entertainment for the eye; the 
«© moſt refined gratifications for the ear; and a perpetual 
« banquet for the ſmeil; without any inſidious decoy, 
“ for the integrity of our conduct, or even for the 
« purity of our fan. | 

O ye blooming walks, and flowery lawns, ſur- 
« ronnded with dewy landicapes! how often have pa- 
« triots and herces laid aſide the burden of power, and 
« ſtole-away from the glare of grandeur, to enjoy 
„ themſelves * in your compoled retreats Ne moily 
& couches, and fragrant bowers, ſkirted with cooling 
« caſcades! how many ¼uſtrious perſonages, after all 
«their glorious toil for the public good, have ſought 
*. an honourable and welcome repote in your downy 
„ lap+?—Ye venerable oaks, and ſolemn groves 3 
% woods, that whiſper to the quivering- gale; clifts 
6 that, overbang the darkened flood; who can num- 
4 ber the /ages and ſaints, that have devoted the day 
« to ſtudy, or reſigned a vacant hour to healthy exer- 
« ciſe, beneath your ſilvan particoes, and waving 
“ arches? that, far from the dull impertinence of 
« man, have liſtened to the inſtructive voice of GOD; 
* arid contemplated the works of his adorable hand, 
« amidſt your moſs-grown-cclls, and rocky ſhades — 
« How inelegant, or how inſenſible is the mind, which has 
no awakened lively reliſh: for theſe ſweet receſſes, 


and their exquilite beauties !”* 
2 —ßj—ß—— ibi me reddentis agelli, 
fays Horace of his little country · ſcat. 


I Virgil was fo ſmitten with the amiableneſo of theſe ſcenes, 
that he atligns them as an habitation for happy ſpirits, in the 
TIFFS ad - Lutis habitamus opacis, 
' Riparumque tores, of prata recentia rivis 
Incolimus. 4 ener 


But 


DI LOG DE IF T2 
But whither am I carried? Is not this rural entbu- 
ſiaſin? | find myſelf talking to trees; and forget the 
momentous queſtion, which waits for our deciſion. 
Here then let my rhapſody ceaſe, and my inquiry 
proceed. Does it betray a want of true delicacy, to 
be inſenſible of nature's charms? My. Apa thinks, 
it argues as wrong a taſte in practical divinity, not to 
acquieice in the imputed righteouſneſs of FESUS 
CHRIST. To this doctrine I have been always ex- 
tremely averſe. I fet myſelf to oppoſe it with objec+ 
tions, drawn from the reaſon of things, and from va- 
rious paſlages of /cripture.. To all which my friend re- 
ied. And though I was ſcarcely convinced, yet 1 
was ſilenced by his anſwers. | | 
I pleaded for the ſuſhcicacy of our fincere obedience ; 
eſpecially, when accompanied with repentance, and re- 
commended by the merits of CHRIST. Neither 
was this attempt ſucceſsful. His arguments, ſome- 
what hke the flaming ſword, planted at the entrance 
of paradile, turned every way , and precluded all ac- 
cels to life on the foot of our own duty. 
At length, Aſnaſio quitted the defenſive, and attack- 
ed me in his turn. He explained the precepts, and 
enforced the threatenings, of the divine law. 80 en- 
act its tenor! that it demands a perfect and perſevering 
conformity to every injunction.— S0 extenſive its au- 
thority! that it reaches the inmoſt thoughts; and re- 
quires obedience, not barely in the actions of the life, 
but the very intentions of the heart.— So ine xorable its 
ſeverity! that it condemns every the ſmalleſt offence, 
and curſes every the leaſt offender. | 
This remonſtrance had ſome of the terror, and al- 
moſt all the effect, of a maſked battery. It was quite 
unexpected, and alarmed me confiderably.—To puſh 
his advantage, he enlarged upon the infinite purity of 
GOD: A GOD glorious in holineſs; who cannot 
look upon evil, with any connivance, or without the ut- 
A 4 moſt 
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moſt abhorrence ; before whom the very heavens arc 
unclean, and who will in no wiſe clear the guilty. _ 
To complete his victory, he played off the doctrine 
of original guilt, and original depravity :—That, be- 
ſides the imputation of Adam's apoſtaſy, belides the 
commiſſion of numberleſs iniquities, we were born in 
ſin z—are, by nature, enmity againſt G O D ;—in all 
our faculties corrupt ;—in every imagination evil ;— 
and, even when renewed “ by grace, are ſill, ill 
tainted with ſome baſe remains of the old leproſy. 
After all, he bid me conſider, — what fruits muſt 
ſpring from ſuch a nature? — how they muſt appear, 
when compared with fuch a lau — what they muſt 
deſerve, when tried before N 42600 2—1 heſe, I 
muſt confeſs, are very weighty and ſtartling queries. 
If theſe repreſentations are true, the face of bu man af- 
fairs carries a moſt gloomy aſpect. Or rather, a mot 
dreadful ftorm is hanging over the children of men.— 
Aſpafio urges me to fly, without any delay, to the co- 
vert of CHRIS T's meritorious obedience. This, he 
fays, was wrought out in my name, and in my ſtead 
this will be admitted, both at the throne of grace, 
_ the bar of judgment, as my juſtifying ac 
n 
This, he adds, opens a way, on G O D's part, for 


Even when renewed For adi play of this important truth, 
and a remedy againſt this ſtubbora evil, let me refer the reader 
to a little treatiſe publiſhed by Dr Owen, and entitled, The na- 
ture, power, deceit, and prevalency of the remainders of indwelling 

Fn in believers. —The author's pen is indeed a diſſecting knife, 
goes deep into his ſubject, and lays open this plague of the 
heart. Like a workman that need not be aſhamed, he de- 
monſtrates his point from the unerring word of G OD, and 
the acknowledged experience of Chriſtians. Like a compaſſion- 
ate as well as able phyſician, he all along preſcribes the proper 
antidote ; nay, he ſhews how the poiſon may be ſo over-ruled 
by divine grace, and ſo managed by the watchful patient, as to 
become medicinal, ſalutary, and condurive to the moſt benefi- 


cial — he 
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the largeſt emanations and moſt honourable exerciſe 
of mercy. On man's part, it founds a title to pardon, 
to life, and every ſpiritual bleſſing.— This doctrine, 
etpecially in ſuch a connection, begins to put on a more 
recommending appearance. My prejudices are really 
wearing away. I am almoſt a convert. dirt 
40005 overheard the cloſe of theſe reflections. Un- 
willing to interrupt his friend in ſo ſerious an inquiry, 
and deſirous to obſerve the iſſue of ſo intereſting a de- 
bate, he had hitherto concealed himſelf. But think- 
ng this a favaurable minute, he ſtepped forward, and 
id. — | ab 
Aſp. Almoſt! and why not altogether- a convert? 
What ſhould hinder my dear Theron from ſubmitting. 
to ſo rational a ſcheme, with the moſt entire acqui- 
eſcence? What ſhould hinder him from embracing ſo 
comfortable a doctrine with the utmoſt complac ency ? 
Why ſhould he not ſubſcribe, both with hand and heart, 
that divine decree? Their righteouſneſs is of me, ſaith the 
E@RD-*: > 5:5 - SI 49po 1 * 
Ther. If, by this doctrine, the claims of the law are 
anſwered, if the perfections of G OD are glorified, 
—if the intereſts of morality are ſecured, —I muſt ac- 
knowledge, it will be more worthy of acceptance, than 
I could once have imagined. bet 
Aſp. And it all theſe points are not gained, gained 
too in the moſt eminent manner, I ſolemnly declare, 
that I will never plead for unputed righteouſneſs more. 
But the claims of the law are all anſwered. For there 
is nothing in its ſacred injunctions, which CHRIST 
did not perform; and nothing in its awful threatenings, 
which CHRIS did not ſuſtain. He fulfilled all its 
precepts, by an unſpotted purity of heart, and the 
moſt perfect integrity of life. He exhauſted its whole 
curſe, when he hung upon the croſs, abandoned by 
his FATHER, and a bleeding victim for the fins of 
his people. —This obedience brings higher honour to 
* If. liv. 27. 


the 
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the divine law, than it could have received from the 
uninterrupted duty of Adam, and all his poſterity, in 
all their generations. 

The perfection, of GO D, which were diſhonoured | 
by-our rebellion, are. glorified. —He appears, by this 
method of juſtification, inconcavably rich in ſhewing 
mercy ; yet ſteady, inflexibly ſteady, in executing ven- 


2 The ſeeptre bf grace, an. the word of juſtice, 
v 


e each its due exerciſe, each its full ſcope. The 
holineſs of the divine nature, and the dignity of the 
divine government, are not only maintained, but moſt 
magnibcently diſplayed. — it is the peculiar 
excellence of this wonderful expedient, that it renders 
all the divine attributes ſupremely venerable, and ſu - 
Para amiable. ; 

- Ther. But are the intereſts of morality ſecured ? This: 
is what-I am ftrongly inclined to doubt. And, to ſay 
the truth, K r is now my principal objection to your 

1 ſhall never blame my friend, for vigi- 
lant eff jealous over the intereſts of Acorn, if 25 
doctrine had a malignant aſpect on true morality, I 
would give my voice againſt it, and uſe all my endea- 
vours to ſuppreſs it.— But it is formed wi 


tendency to awaken the utmoſt dread of fin, and affec 


— the warme a wen Fri CREATOR'sove: 
And is not that the ſtrongeſt er againſt the in- 
croachments of vice? 'Is not — ur che ſweeteſt induce- 
ment to the practice of virtue? 

I am glad to find, that a jealouſy for the Abbe 
of morality, is the chief obſtacle in the way of your 
aſſent ; becauſe, I am perſuaded, it is much of the 
ſame nature with thoſe forbidding and miſtaken ap- 
prehenſions, which our anceſtors entertained, con- 
cerning the ocean. They looked upon it as an unſur- 
mountable obſtruction to univerſal ſociety. Whereas 


it is, ee the very cement of ſociety; the only 


means o f accompliſhing a e intercourſe; and the 
great 
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great Ls to all the nations of the cart. What 
15 here aflirmed, may, on ſome future occaſion, be 
proved.— At preſent, let me deſire you to imagine, 
rather, may the bleſſed 8 PIRI T enable you to be- 
lieve, that your ſins 1 tated, through the death 
of FESUS. CHRIST hat arigh —— 
you, by virtue of which, you may have have free and 
welcome acceſs to G0 D; the merit of which yow 
may plead, tor obtaining all the bleſſings of time and 
— .— Then let me atk, Will this alienute your at- 
fections from your almighty BEN EFACTOR? Win 
this irritate evil concupiſcence, or ſend you to carnal 
gratifications in queſt of happineſs ? Quite the reverſe. 
When this faith is wrought in your heart, nothing 
will be ſo powerful to produce holy love, and willing 

obedience ; to exalt your dehires, and enable you to 
overcome the world. 

What ſays the apoſtle? 1 * the law am dead 40 
the law *, Being made to underſtand its ſpirituality 
and perfection; I have no longer any hope of juſtiſi- 
cation from my own conformity to its precepts. Did 
this prompt him, did this embolden him, to neglect or 
violate his duty? Hear the ſacred writer's own decla- 
ration. I am releaſed from the rigour and bondage of 
the law ; Lam directed to C H RIS I for righteouineſs 
and ſalvation; that I may. live unto GOD : that my 
whole lite may be devoted to #15 honour, who has 
2 me into a ſtate fo delightful, into a liberty io 

Orious. 

- Ther. This liberty, I am afraid, will be f ry l 
tle ſervice to the licentious and gay world. 
4p. 1 ſhall be in no pain even for the . — * 
once they cordially receive this grace, and are vital 

influenced by an doctrine: which, far from diſſe 

ving the 150 1 bom von or — 
any one principle of piety, adds to every other motive, 


C Gal, i i, 29, 


the 
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the endearing engagements of gratitude, and the win- 


ning pe ves of love. 

Nay, I verily believe, that multitudes in the gay 
and licentious world, are held fait in the fatal ſnare, by 
their ignorance of this ſweet, alluring, conſolatory 
truth. They find themſelves deeply obnoxious to di- 
vine juſtice, and ſeel themſelves ſtrongly bound with 
the chains of ſenſuality. They think, it is impoſſible 
to clear the enormous ſcore 0 their guilt ; impoſſible 
to deliver themſelves from the confirmed dominion of 


| Gn. Therefore, like deſperate debtors, they ſtifle every 


ſerious thought; leſt a conſciouſneis of their long ar- 
Tears, . ſhould 
forment them before the time | 

But it they were informed, that the infinitely-1 -Mmer- 
ciful SON of GOD has undertaken to redeem fuch 
undone and helpleſs ſinners ;—that he has thoroughly 
expiated the moſt hornd tranſgreſſions, and procured 
even for ungodly wretches, all the needful ſupplies of 
{ſtrengthening grace ;—that, inſtead of being prohibit- 
ed. t are invited to partake, freely to partake, of 
theſe unſpeakable bleſſings; were they acquainted 
with theſe glad tidings of the goſpel, ſurely then would 
burſt their chains, and ſpring to liberty. . truths, 
if once revealed in their hcarts, — of all conſi- 
derations, be moſt effectual to make them - 

What ſhall I ay more, to obtain my Theror's appro- 
bation? Shall I point out and plead the moſt illuſtrious 
precedents !/—=GOD the FATHER is well pleaſed 


wich this righteoufneſs of our REDEEMER. He 


expreſſes his complacency by the moſt emphatical 
words: Behold my — whom I uphold ; mine elect, 
in whom my ſoul delig bteth f. In CHRIST and his 
righteouſneſs, G O D is not only pleaſed but del: 177 8 


nn re of the 00 AD, 


* Math, viii. 29. 
+ Joha viii. 32. t If, Ali. r. 
with 


DIALOGUE Mv. 13 


with ineffable ſatisfaction, reſts and acquieſces in them. 
Il faid ine fable; for he has declared this, in a man- 
ner ſuperior to all the energy of la e, by raiſing 
our cruciſied SURETY Tom the , by — 
him to the heaven of heavens, and placing him at 
his own right hand in glory 
Our LORD FESUS CHRIST is well pleaſed. 
a eſteems it his honour to ſhine forth as the everlaſt- 
righteouſneſs of his people. It is the brighteſt 
—.— of his mediatorial crown. In this he ſees of the 
travail of his ſoul, and is ſatisfied: accounting himſelf 
fully recompenſed, for all the labours of his life, and 
all the ſorrows of his death, when finners are waſhed- 
from their guilt in his blood, and preſented faultleſs 
by his obedience. 
The HOLY SPIRIT is equally pleafed with this 
great tranfaction, and its noble effects. It is his pe- 
culiar office, and favourite employ, to convince the 
world of their SAVIOUR's righteouſneſs: not only 
that his nature was ſpotleſsly pure, and his converſa- 
tion perfectly holy; but that from both reſults a righ- 
teouſneſs, I infivite dignity, and everlaſting efficacy; 
ſufficient, throughout all ages ſufficient, for the ac- 
ceptance and ſalvation of * moſt unworthy crea- 
| Since then this method of acceptance and ſalvation 
is excellent and glorious, in the eyes of the adorable 
TRINITY; fince it magnifies the law, and yields 
the moſt exalted honour to its divine AUTH O R; 
. it makes ample proviſion for the holineſs of a 
t, and the happineſs of a ruined world RY 
tho d my friend any 1 diſlike it, oppoſe it, or 
treat it with a cold indifference? Surely, all theſe 
prone recommendations, are enough to over-rule any 
tle objections, which may ariſe from the ſufpicions 
of timidity, or may be ſtarted by the artifices of ſ0- 
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Ther. I know not how it is, %%%; but I cannot 
reconcile myſelf to this doctrine of imputed righteouſ- 
neſs, notwithſtanding all the pains you have taken to 


make me-a convert. 


- Aþ The diſappointment is mine, but the loſs is 
yours, Theron.—However, let me entreat you, not to 
reject my ſentiments abſolutely, nor to condemn them 
prematurely. Suppoſe it poſſible at leaſt, that they 

be true; and weigh them in an even balance.— 
Learn wiſdom from your A/pafie's folly. I was once 
exactly in your ſituation; ſaw things in your light, 


and through your medium. 


Converſing, I well remember, with a devbut but 


plain perſon, our diſcourſe happened to turn upon 
that ſolemn admonition; If any man will come after 


Mk, let bim deny himſelf . I was haranguing upon 


the import and extent of the duty ſhewing, that 
merely to forbear the infamous action, is little. We 
muſt 7 admittance, deny entertainment at leaſt, to 
the evil imagination, and quench even the enkindling 
{park of irregular deſire. When I bad ſhot a random 
bolt, my honeſt friend replied, © There is another in- 
* — of ſelf-denial, to which this injunction ex- 
.< tends, and which is of very great moment in the 
Chriſtian religion. I mean, the inſtance of renoun- 
cing our own: ſtrength, and our ow righteouſneſs; 
not 2 on that for holineſs ;/ nor relying on 
. this for juſtification.”—I thought the old wan, I 


muſt confels, little better than a 41uperſiitious dotard; 


And wondered at (what I then fancied) the motley 


* 
CT i 


mixture of piety and oddity in his notiens, But now 
Iden ſenie, ſolidity, and truth in his obſervation t. 


- Now 
* Matth xvi, 24. 


A Milten thought the ſame, otherwiſe he would ncvcr-have 
. put thoſe worcs into che mouth of a divine ſpcaker. 


Thy merit 


- Imputed i ail alſalue them, who rencunce 


Their 
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Now I percerve, that we ourſelves are often the dream 
ers, when we imagine others to be faſt aſleep. 

Ther. I ſhall not forget your caution, and will en 
deavour to avoid the rock, on which my Aſpaſio ſtruck ; 
but happily, it ſeems, eſcaped ſhipwreck.—You may 
-likewiſe * yourſelf, that, upon a ſubject of ex- 
ceeding great and eternal conſequence, I ſhall not fail 
to uſe the moſt attentive and impartial conſideration. 
An indolent ſupineneſs, or a bigotted obſtinacy, in this 
criſis of affairs, would be of all errors the moſt 
inexcuſable, and muſt prove of all miſcarriages the 
moſt fatal. * a 8 h 

Aſp. But ſtill you cannot reconcile yourſelf. —And no 
* For this way of falvation 10 directly 
counter to the ſtream of corrupt nature. It puzzles 
our reaſon, and offends our pride. What? ſhalb we, 
not work, but believe unto righteonfneſs “ Shall we 
receive all freely, and reckon ourſelves no better than 
unprofitable ſervants? This is a method, to which we 
ſhould never ſubmit ; this is a propoſal, which we 
ſhould always ſpurn; were not our ſentiments rectified, 
and our hearts new moulded, by ſovereign grace. 
Let me remind you of a little incident, which you 
muſt have read in the Grecian hiſtory. A certain 
ſtranger came, one day, to dine with ſome Lacedæmo- 
mans. "They, you know, always fat down at a pu- 
blic table, and were content with the plaineſt food. 
The gentleman, accuſtomed to higher eating, could 
not forbear expreſſing his diſguit at the homely provi- 
ſion.— Sir, ſaid the cook, you don't make uſe of the 
Jauce —What do you mean? replied the gueſt —You 
don't uſe hard exerciſe; nor habituate yourſelf to long 
abltinence ; nor bring a ſharpened appetite to the 
meal.— And you, my dear friend, I am appretienfive, 
Their dun, both righteous and unrighteous, deeds ; 8 
And live in thee tranſplanted, and from thee ' © 
Receive new life. + Book III. 290. 

Rom. x. 10. 


have 
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have not the ſauce; have not the proper preparative 


for this falutary doctrine; which is indeed the bread 


of life, and the very marrow of the goſpel. 


Ther. What preparative ? | 

Aſp. A ſenſe of your great depravity, your extreme 

ilt, and your utterly-undone condition.—While de- 
jlitute of theſe convictions, our fouls will be like the 
full flomach, that loaths even the honeycomb.—So long 
as theſe convictions are /:ght, and hover only in the 
imagination; we ſhall be like Gallis * liſtleſs, indif- 


Acts xviii. 17. A late commentator, of diſtinguiſhed emi- 
nence, has attempted to vindicate Gallio s conduct; and would 
repreſent it as an amiable inſtance of prudence and moderation. 

According to my apprehenſion, this Reman governor acted 
a part both irreligious and unjuſt.—Irreligious, becauſe he re- 
fuſed to hear the apoſtle's defence; which was the moſt likely 
means of his converſion and falvation. As one great end, 
why providence permitted the preachers of the goſpel to be 
brought before rulers and kings, was, that ſuch an incident might 
ſerve uc uu ale, Matth. x: 18. for a teſtimony (not againſt, 
but) to them: that even the potentates of the earth, prejudiced 
and ſupercilious as they were, might hereby have an opportunity 
of hearing the Chriſtian doctrine, and ſeeing its efficacy on the 
ſpirits of men —Unjuft, becauſe he permitted Softhenes, then 
an innocent perſon, afterwards a diſcipleof CHRIST, (1 Cor. 
i. 1.) to be ſo illegally treated, and outrageouſly abuſed, with- 
out interpoling for his reſcue. Here was evidently a breach 
of the peace; a violation of the laws. Of this therefore the 
civil magiſtrate ought to have taken cogniſance : however he 
might fancy himſelf diſcharged from the obligation of artend- 
ing to the goſpel, or protecting is preachers : however he 
might imagine himſelf authoriſed, to treat divine truths with 
contempt ; and call the flriving for the faith, a wrangling about 
words and names. FG! 

Beſides, if the HOLY SPIRIT intended to fix a mark 
of approbation, rather than a brand of infamy upon the pro- 
conſuls behaviour: I cannot but think, it would have, been 
expreſſed in a manner, different from—y we rviar rw Parnuan . 
Which, if it be the language of applauſe, requires. ſome 
more than ordinary ſkill in criticiſm, to underſtand it aright. 
But, it it be the voice of cenſure, it is obvious and intelligible 
to every reader. 


PW 0 5 We © 
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ferent, and caring for none of theſe things —But when 
they are deep, and penetrate the heart, then the righ- 
teouſneſs of a REDEEMER will be ſweet, taſteful, 
and inviting ; as myrrh and frankincenſe to the ſmell, 
as milk and honey to the palate, as gold and treaſures 
to the ruined bankrupt. TH 
Ther. What method would you adviſe me to uſe, in 
order to get theſe convictions impreſſed on my heart? 
| 4} Endeavour to underſtand G O D*s holy law. 
Conlider, how pure, how extenſive, how fublimely 
ect it is.— Then judge of your ſpiritual ſtate, not 
m the /attering 1 ben of ſelt· love, nor from 


the deſective examples of your fellow- creatures, but 
Ard of the — 


this unerring ſtan Above all, 
deſeech the GOD and FATHER of our LORD JE. 


'SUS CHRIST, to ſend his enlightening SPIRIT 


into your ſoul. For indeed, without the enlighten- 
ing influences of the SPIR i T, we may have the di- 
vine law in our hand; we may comprehend its gram- 
matical meaning; yet be like blind Bartimeus under the 
meridian fun. It is the bleſſed SPIRIT alone, who 
can rend the veil of ignorance from our minds; and 


ſhew us, either © the wonderful things of G 0 D*s 
< law,” or the glorious myſteries of his goſpel. In 
this ſenſe, our polite poet * ſpeaks 
larly important, as it is elegantly expreſſed : 


a truth, as ſingu- 


He from thick films ſhall purge the viſual ray, 
And on the fightleſs eye-ball pour the day. 
Will you give me leave to propoſe another expedi- 


ent? which, I believe, may be conſiderably ſerviceable 


in this particular caſe ; which, I am affured, will be 


greatly advantageous in many other reſpects. 


Ther. Backward as I am to adopt your doctrine, I 
am no enemy to my own intereſt ; therefore ſhall not 
only give you leave to propoſe, but give you thanks 
for communicating, fo valuable an advice... 

Asp. It is, in reality, none of mine. It was long: 
Mr Pore, in his charming poem ftyled #he b. 

= Sei. M. N. B 780 
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ago recommended by your old acquaintance Horace &. 
It conſiſts in teeping a diary. 

Compile a ſecret hiſtory of your heart and conduct. 
Take notice of the manner in which your time is 
ſpent, and of the ſtrain which runs through your di/- 
courſe ; how often the former is loſt in trifles, how 
often-the latter evaporates in vanity,—Attend to the 
principle from which your actions flow; whether from 
the Ready habitual loye of GOD, or from ſome ram- 
bling impulſe, and a cuſtomary propenſity to pleaſe 

ourſelf? Minute down your fins of omann; how 
Frequently you neglect to glorify your CREATOR, 
to edify your fellow-creatures, and to improve your- 
ſelf in knowledge and holineſs. Obſerve the frame of 
your ſpirit in religious duties. With what reluctance 
they are undertaken, and with what indevotion per- 
formed; with how many wanderings of thought, and 
how much dulneſs of deſire.— How often, in the com- 
mon affairs of life, you feel the inordinzte ſallies of 
paſſion, the workings of evil concupiſcence, or the 
intruſion of fooliſh imaginations. x 
|  Regilter thoſe ſecret faults, to which none but your 
own conſcience is privy, and which none but the all- 
ſeeing eye diſcerns.—-Often review theſe intereſting 
memoirs. Frequently contemplate yourſelf in this 
faithful mirror. An artiſt, ſometime ago, took a /ur- 
vey of Four eſtate ; drew the form, and meaſured the 
dimenſions, of each incloſure; pictured out every 
hedge, and ſcarce, omitted a fingle tree, which grew 
upon the premiſes. —Act thus with your will, your 
underſtanding, your affections. Theſe are your noble 
internal denghe, of which none but yourſelf can be a 

t " 
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Der. It is unreaſonable and prepoſterous, I muſt 
acknowledge, to be minutely exact in meaner matters, 
and uſe no accuracy of inſpection in the moſt momen- 
tous affairs: to have à correct draught of our 
which ate a tronfent inheritance; and no map of that 
everlaſting poſſeſſion, the ſoul. | 

Aſp. Gratify me then, my dear Theron, in this par- 
ticular. As I purpoſe to ſet out very early in the morn- 
ing, I fhall inſiſt upon it, that you do not riſe before 
your uſual time, 1n order to compliment my depar- 
ture. But I now make it my laſt with, and my part- 
ing requeſt, that you will, far ſome months x leaſt, 
keepa diary. r 


You have wondered at my opinion, —— the 
corruption of our nature, and the inſuſſiciency ot our 
rightcouſnels. This may ſeem ſtrange, this may ap- 
pear fhocking, to a mind anacguanted with itſelf, 


But, when you have ſearched your heart, by this 


be; when you bye felt the pulſe of your 

y ſelf- examination; then you will be better able to 
judge of my ſentiments, and enter into the teaſons of 
my ait . | 0. 947 
By this means, we ſhall alſo diſcover the ſins that 
maſt eaſily beſet us ; Which moſt frequently chade our 
vigilance, and baffle our reſolution. We ſhall learn, 
bow to polt our guard; when to exerciſe the ſtricteſt 
watch; and where to direct the artillery of prayer 
In 2 word, we ſhall learn, better than from ten thou- 
ſand volumca, to KNOW ,0VRSELVES: A knowledge, 

which was ſuppoſed, by the ancient philoſophers, ta 
deſcend from heaven *; and which, I believe, our 
Chriſten divines will allow, has a happy tendency to 
lead people thither ; becauſe, of all other preparatives, 
it beſt diſpoſes them for that bleſſed REDEEMER, 
— is the way, the only way to thoſe bliſaful man · 

» : A 1 1 * 4 

Now I have mentioned a way, let me ſuppoſe you 
p —£ clo dæſtandit, Tess. u, | Js VEN, 
Dali B 2 travelling 
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travelling through an unknown country. Vou come 
to a * where the road divides itſelf into two 
1 parts. You are at a loſs, which track 
to purſue. Whoſe direction will you chuſe to follow ? 
that man's, who has paſſed through neither of them? 
that man's, who has paſſed through one of them only? 
or that man's, who has paſſed and repaſſed them both ? 
— To watt for an anfwer, would be an affront to your 
Judgment. Only let me obſerve; that the laſt is your 
Aſpafio's caſe. He has travelled long, and proceeded 
* even in yaur path. All that circumſpection and 
— 8 — 2 and felt-denial, all that faſt- 
s, and every other means of grace could 
as in — to eſtabliſh à righteouſneſs of his own, 
has been done. But to no purpoſe.—He has alf5 trod 
every ſtep in the way, which he recommends to his 
beloved friend- He has made the trial; can ſet his 
Probatum e, to whatever he adviſes ; and may very 
23 fay, wich his divine MASTER, We ſpeak that 
we do — *, and teſtify that we have experienced. 
"Ther. I am ſorry to obſerve, that the night is co- 
ming on, and our converſation almoſt at an end. My 


bs „ .. + Soar conſideration of your in- 


| neo Ws h buſineſs obliges you to de- 
| por L ＋ will, — * you leiſure to write. This 
will be ſome compenſation for the want of your com- 

| pany- | 


Yonder ſun is ſinking below the horizon, and juſt 
his leave of our earth. To retard the depart- 

ing radiance, at leaſt to alleviate the approaching loſs, 
thoſe weſtern clouds catch the rays; and reflect them 
to our view, in a 3 amuling diverſity of colours. 
By this means, we the laminary in hi 
beams, even when his orb tu wi wn from our fight. 
An epiſtolary correſpondence has ſomething of the 
ANGIE: Letters nen the talk of abſent 


n . 


friends. 


rr 
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friends. By this expedient, they communicate their 
thoughts, even though countries, kingdoms, or ſeas 
intercept their ſpeech. You muſt, therefore, promiſe 
me this ſatisfaction; and let me converſe with my 
Aſpafio by the pen, e Fa can no longer have an in- 
tercourſe wath Hun in pe 

Aſp. You have antic 6/60 498 Tueren. Otherwiſe, 
what is now m y promile, w ave been my requeſt. 

I cannot but "take notice of another 3 in 
that magnnicent aſſemblag e of clauds. How they 
ried their appearance, as e lamp of day chan 
ſituation.— A little while ago, thoſe curtelne of += 
were ſtreaked with orange, or tinged with amber. 
Preſently, they borrowed the bluſh of the xoſe, or the 
ſoftened red of the pink. Exe long, they glow with 
vermilion, or deepen into crimſon. Soon ſucceeds 
the purple-tinftured robe gf ma Jelly 5 ; 9 80 as — 


(thus tranſient is all w — 5 mac 
to the able veil of even 25 of agb. 
— uch, I truſt, will be ic e ie bm my Thecus pre- 


ſent apprehenſions. All his ſplendid 85 of human 
excellency and ſelf · cighteouſneſis will become faint ; 
will loſe their imaginary luſtre; till, at length, they 
fade away, and darken into abſolute elf-abaſement.— 
Then the SUN--OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 
will be amiable, will be deſirable, as the beauties of 
the dawn, breaking upon the ſhades of night, 


5 opened, which 
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Dear THERON, 


Pe AM now at the ſeat of my worthy friend Car 
(ID millus ; where buſineſs and inclination will 
| "> fix me for ſome . — 
A 1 have met 


The time was {uſt 3 and the ſcene was fully 
age our great poet with his fine 


ah No w 
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Nr was the ſun in weſtern cadence low, 
From noon ; and gentle airs, due at their hour, 
«Th fan the earth nom wat d, ond uſher in 
The evening col. | 


At this juncture, Camillus invited me to take the 
air. We walked, ſeveral times, along a cloſe ſhady 
alley, arched with the foliage of filberts. Here, hid 
from every eye, War whole world withdrawn from 
our view, we ſeemed like monks ſtrolling in their cloy- 
ſters. 2 Turning at the end, we enter K parallel 
range of majeſtic and umformly-ſpreading walnut-trees. 
This — — was ſome what like advancing, through 
a low porch, into the iſles of a magnificent cathedral. 
The broad leaf, and large trunk of thoſe lordly trees, 
their E diffuſive N added to their prodi- 
gious height, give them an air of uncommon diguity. 
It ſwells 145 agination with vaſt ideas, and entertains 
us with a romantic aide kind of delight, to expatiate amidit 
ſuch huge columns, and under ſuch ſuperÞ eleyations, 
af living architecture, . ac 

Quitting our cathedral, we turn ance > 

AN into 4 colonnade of oats; fo mat Ap their 

tuation, ſo fimilar in their ſize, and ſo remarkably 
correſpondent in every . A. that they look- 
ed bike the twins of nature; ngt only belonging to 
N 8 A e n nerd. 
Through theſc ay a we fri, (pacious, and 
fully long; far exceeding the laſt p jo th 7 Fits 
area, though much inferior in yl 
ceiling. It put me in mind of that OY Penig 
which has allowed us fix days, for the roſerution. 90 87 
our own comparatively- low Mas wy {et 9 Hut 
one, for the more immediate attend ance on the ublime 
exerciſes of devotion. 

This walk was covered with the neateſt oa ; bats 
not a weed to be ſeen, nor one ſpire of gy 

the whole extended Re. It ſtole into W 
| B 4 
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akent 3 yet ſo very gradually, that the riſe was ſcarce 
di ſceruable, either by che ſearching eye, the roomy, 
feet, or the panting breath. —At the extremity, a 

handſome — ſhewed a flight of ſteps, and 
half a Venetian dogr. The reſt of the building was hid 
by the cluſtering branches, 

As ſoon as we enter the a t, Camillus throws 
open the left-hand ſaſh ; and, with it, a moſt en 
and amuſſve preſpect —The ſtructure appeared fituate 
on the brow of a conſiderable eminence ; whoſe ſides 
were partly confuſed and wild with broken rocks, 

tly ſhagged and 3 with thorny ſhrubs. 

0 Wpectater! is agreeably ſurpriſed, to find himſelf 
accommodated with Por ele egant a manſion, on the ſummit 
of ſo rude and ruinous æ ſpot.— But how y is his 
ſurpriſe and his ſatisfaction au gmented, of mw ho his 

eye forward ; and beholds the by beau tiful meats, which, 
2 the foot of this hill, ſtretch themſclves' in- 
to a ſpace almoſt unm le! 

Through the midſt of this extenſive val which 
was decked with the fineſt yerdure, and repleniſhed 
with the richeſt herbage, a river rolled its copiays 
flood; rolled in a thouſand ferpentine meanders, as 
though it had loſt its way in the flowery labyrinth, 

or made repeated efforts of flowing back to its ſource. 
Till. at laſt, . wandered more than twice the 
2 gth of r e . held a mirror to the 

pops, aa ows; having paid a 
Rap þ ute to enen 9 villas, Dn paſ. 
ſed through the arches of two or three curi pen- 
dent bridges ; it ſeemed to meet the ſky, and mingle 


- with the horizon. 


Oppoſite to the front window, a caſcade fell from 
the adjacent ſtream. It flaſhed 2 foamed along the 
broad ſlope, indented with ſmall pits, and ja with' 
protuberant ſtones. The current, vexed embar- 
raſſed, ſeemed to rave at the intervening obſtacles ; 
and forcing its rapid, indignant, ſonorous way, ſtruck 
the 
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the ear with a peal of liquid thunder. Theſe fretful 
waters,—let our angry paſſions obſerve the admoni- 
tion, and follow the example,—ſoon were paciſied; 
oon forgot to chide, Collected into a little rivulet, 
they ran off in calm and ſilent lapſe, till they loſt 
8 amongſt beds of oſier, and plantations of 
S cr. (3 | r 1; bv — - 
! The river, widening as it lowed, was parted here 
7 and there by ſeveral little iſlands. Some, tufted with 
5 
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reeds, and the refart of ſwans. Some adorned with 
ſtately portigces, and ſplendid alcoves,, the graceful re- 
treats of rural pleaſure. Some furniſhed with green 
f embowering walks, fitted for ſtudious retirement. 
t and ſedate contemplation. — On either fide of the 
8 charming valley, towus and villages lay thick and 
I looked gay; adding ornament and variety to the ſcene, - 
, and receiving innumerable advantages from the paſſing 
- Wave. | "a £44 
Ihe whole recalled: to an attentive obſerver's mind, 


1 - that amiable and auguſt ſpectacle, which the Syrian * 
1 ſoothfayer could not behold, without a rapture of de- 
; light: — From the top of the rocks I ſee the tribes of ] E- 
3 HO VAH, and from the hills I behold the habitations 


of his choſen people. Hew goodly arg thy tents, O Ja- 
cob] and thy tabernacles, O Iſrael! As the valleys, are 
- they ſpread forth; as gardens, by the river s fide ; as trees 
e f exquifite fragrance t, which the LOR D hath plant» 
a ed ; as cedars of ſtatelieſt growth, flouriſhing beſide the 
e 


Waters. f " ; | | p 

We had but juſt looked about us, when 2 meſſen- 
ger came for Camitlus, As he was called to ſettle ſome 

| "A 2 92222 XXiii. Te | | $ 

+, Numb. xxiv. 5. 6. It is well known, tbat the word 
-N is uſed in the ſacred writings, to denote either a de- 
lightful perfume, Prov. vii. 17. or that aromatic plant, which 
produces it, Cant, iv. 14.— For which reaſon, I think it very 
juſtifiable, to render the expreſſion, trees of exquiſite Tra- 
grance and am perſuaded, it will be far more intelligible to the 
generality of readers, than #rees of lign-aloes, iy 
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private affairs, thoſe to ſtay in this inviting retreat 3 
and determined to make myſelf amends for the loſs 
of Cumillus's company, by beginning a correſpondence 
with my Theron. We have pen, ink, and paper, in 
hour rural retirements ; that, if any thing is ftarted 
in diſcourſe, or occurs in meditation, worthy” to be 
remembered, it may immediately be committed to 
wri itin g. E Chon why: | N. N | E 
I could not but obſerve to my friend, that, fine 
as the proſpect appeared, there was one decoration 
wanting ; if ſome grand deformity may be called a de- 
coration. "The ridges of a bleak and barren moun- 
tam, or the ſkirts of a fun-burnt tawny heath, would 
give additional livrling to the ornamented parts of the 
dicape, and make their beauties ſtrike with double 
vigvur.— This alſo; by ſhewing us, © what wretched 
abodes and inhofpitable quarters might have fallen to 
our ſhare, would awaken in our hearts a more feryent 
titude to the ſupreme DTSPOSER of things; 
Who bas caſt m lot in a fairer ground, and given 
i more goqdiy heritage. “““ 
So, a proper knowledge of the divine law, — of its 
ſublime perfections, and rigorous ſanction, joined 
with à conviction of our own extreme deficiency, 
and manifold trangrefſions ;—all this would endear the 
Heſſed F ESU to our affections, and powerfully re- 
commend his righteduſneſs to our defires. —The re- 
maigder of this epiſtle, therefore, ſhall turn upon ſome 
inſtances of duty, injoined in that ſacred ſyſtem. By” 
which it may be highty uſeful to examine our con- 
duct, and ſift our hearts; in which, I believe, we have 
all fallen ſhort, and are all become guilty ; from which, 
we may learn the imperfection of our beſt ſervices, 
aud ſee the inexpreſſible need of a better righteouſneſs 
The knowledge of GOD is the foundation of all 
vital religion, aud indeed is the conſummation pf hu- 


man 
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man happineſs. It is not only matter of preſent duty, 
but the very eſſence of our future bliſs : This is liſe e- 
ternal, to * thee the only true G OD, and FES US 
CHRIST whom thou haſt fent *.:—Yet; important 
and obli as it is, are we not very defective in 
this divine Tents? Have we duly acquainted onr- 
ſelves with the marvelous excellencies of the LORD 
JEH OV AH?- his uncontrollable power, and all- 
comprehending wiſdom; his unbounded 
and unwearigd patience ; his immaculate holineſs, and 
inflexible juſtice ; his never- failing faithfulneſs, and 
inviolable veracity ?—Have we; according to the direc- 
tion of our inſpired tutor, purſued this ſatred 
on our knees f; and ſought this moſt noble of all in- 
tellectual endowments, not merely from books, but 
principally at the throne of Have we 
t, like 425 ancient 7eißh dadent, with an — — 
plication, and with inceſſant even from 
" Is that e of eee which preps ha 
ls that feanty ra nowledge, w | 
forced itfelf ? hn our darkneſs, operative 
on our affechons? Have we loved the LORD our 
GOD with all our heart? This is the firſt and great 
commandment . Have we tonſtantly entertained the 
moſt magnificent and honourable thoughts of his 
ſublime perfections? Is our eſteem for this immenſely- 
great and moſt bleſſed BEING, : ſuperlative, 
matchleſs ? fomewhat like thut expreſſed by the pfal- 
miſt; Whom have I in beaven but ther! und there is 
none upon earth that I defire in conmuri thee J. Have 
dye — cee e 54+ 205 and 
zealous to advance his holy religion ? tro 12 
ſenſibly troubled, when our MAKER honour bg 
been pac 12 the duſt, by beentious tongues, or 
N we 2 it dur ruling care, tp approve e the 
jahn xvii, + Jam. J. . a 
3 Fichſs . T5: A dans 225 30 + Fla Han. 2g, 


who 
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whole of our life, and the moſt ſecret tranſactions of 
our breaſt, to his all- ſeeing eye? reſolved, deliberately 
reſolved: to ſacrifice, not our darling luſts, but 
even our moſt valuable intereſts, whenever they ſtand 
in competition with the good pleaſure of his will? — 
In a word, as the hart panteth after the water-brooks, 
with ſuch vehement and inextinguiſbable ardour, have 
we thirſted after—a brighter manifeſtation of his di- 
vine attributes, — ſome ſweeter aſſurances of his ſpecial 
e ar an ever. incrraſing conformity to his holy 
| Sock was the of thoſe excellent men, who 
are characterized in the ſcriptures of truth, as children 
of the HIGHEST, and patterns for our imitation, 
This is their language; The de/zre of our ſoul 15 unto thy 
name, and te the remembranceof thee. With my ſoul have 1 
defired thee in the night ; yea, with my ſhirit wit hin me will 
¶ ſeek thee early * —Neither is ſuch warmth of love, and 
fervour of „any needleſs or extravagant pitch 
of devotion; but à reaſenable ſervice, indifpcniably 
due, from all intelligent creatures, to the great A U- 
THO Ref their being ;—in whom all poſſible per · 
fections, with the utmoſt exaltation and dignity, re. 
ſide; from whom all manner of bleſſings, in the moſt 
copious and never - failing communications, flow. - - 
When we receive, from an abſent friend, rich and 
repeated preſents; caſks of generous wine, or jars of 

* J{.xxvi. 8. 9. We can hardly tell, which to admire moſt; 
the beauty of the deſcription, or the piety of the perſobs. 7 
have dſired; and not with inactive wiſhes, but ſuch as prompt 
to yigorous endeavours. I will ſcek thee ; and early, with the 
moſt N poncadon and unwearied Ni empha- 
ſis is very increaſed, by the addition of thoſe lively words, 
with my foul, yea with my ſpirit ; with the whole bent and ſway 
of my affections, and with the ſteady invariable determination 
of my judgment.—Thus have I deſired thee, even in the night; 
when both the purſuits and the thoughts of other pcople arc 
ſunk and Ioſt in profound repoſe. Thus will / ſeek thee, with 
a zeal—early as the riſing nn! as the returning ſun. 


delicious 


* 
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delicious fruit; we feel ourſelves enkindled into a 
grateful affection. We honour, we love the perſon, 
who allows us fuch a diſtinguiſhed place in his heart; 
and expreſſes his cordial regard, by ſuch a ſeries of 
active and tender benevolence.—The bleſſed GOD is 
a friend to us all, infinitely and equally 
munificent. We are the owl worry objects of —— more 
than friendly, of his parental wn m_ 
moment is a mefſenger of his patience, pa o 6. 

with ſome token of his bounty. For our fake, he has 
diffuſed bleſſings over all the face of the carth ; 3 
commanded every element to concur, in miniſtcring 
to our accommodation. . He has not only adapted his 
benefits to our ſeveral wants ; but has given them a 
diverſification, large as the ſcope of our wiſhes; and 
an enrichment, far beyond: all that our fancy could con- 
ceive —Profuſe liberality oe {mall and ſcanty, com- 
pared with his moſt adorable benignity in CHRIST 


in 

What, if GOD, to manifeſt the fupera- 
vundant riches of his eſs, had made bare the 
arm of his ce; and ſtruck a moſt miracu- 


lous road thro — the ſurges of the ocean, to afford 
us a ſafe paſſage if, to accommodate us in our tra- 
vels, he had ary bee, waters out of the flinty rock ; 
and bid the ravens bring meat. to our hands, bid the 
winds convey manna to our doors ?—if, to furniſh us 
with a commodious ſettlement, he had dethroned 
mighty kin ne ak 7 populous nations, and made 
the walls able cities fall to the ground? 
if, to further: the diſpatch of our buſineſs, or fa- 
cilitate the conqueſt of our enemies, he had ar- 
reſted the fun in his meridian career, and laid an em- 
bargo upon the moon, ſetting out on her nightly tour? 
—in had; if, to promote our welfare, he had fut- 
pended the powers, and controlled the laws of uni- 
verſal the A of had wrought a// the miracles, exhibit- 


— in the of. Egypt, or recorded in the volumes 
— ar 


— — — 
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of inſpiration:ſhould we not think ourſelves under 
themoſt inviolahle engagements, to love the LORD our 
G OD, who had done ſa great things for us ; to love him 
2 and ardentiy; to — him with a ſupreme 
above every other amiable object Vet 
— — greater, incomparably - greater obligations be 
our almighty BENEFACTOR. For (hear 0 
heavens ! wonder O earth! and let eternity dwell up- 
on the ſtupendous truth) GO ſpared net big $ ON, 
i con SON, — h tranſcendently-gloriqus and di- 
vinely· excellent 80 N,—but delivered him up to the 
deepu!t humiliation, and to the moſt accurſed death, 

45 men and our ſalvation. 

O, Theron { have we been impreiſed with toonder, 
at the contemplation of this goodneſs ? Have our hearts 
mo" with gratitude, under a ſenſe of theſe mercics ? 

y, no man need be convicted of any other crime, 
at the great tribunal, than inſenſibility nf fuch love, 
and ingratitude for ſuch favours. This, without the 
acceſſion of horrid impieties, is to leave him 
inexcuſable. This is enough to prove him 
one of the molt dingenuaus and detetable of creatures, 


Have we exerciſed ourſelves in frequent thart/giving ? 
Many are the exhortations to this honourable duty, 
Praiſe thyG OD, O Zion * : praiſe him for his nughty 
as 4 :—praiſe him atcordin ng to hrs excellent greatneſs ]. 
—[nnumerable are the incitements to abound in this 
© Pfal. cxlvii. 12, TIRE: 22 


t Among theſe exhortations, we may rank that beautiful 
and devour addreſs to GOD, Hayy f Joy Pal. xxii. 
3. Thou that inhabitefs—light inacceſlible,  thall I ſay the 
regions of immenſity, or the ages of eteraity? No; but 
what is a more exalted Mer OY 1 of. Iſrael : 

ly ſignifying, that e is a moſt acceptable ſacrifice, to 
— the Wenge M Arsr r attends with the greateſt de- 
light: —intimating alſo, that the exerciſe of praiſe ſhould not 
be an octaſional thing, like a tranſient viſit to a ſranger's houſe; 
but a daily and almoſt unintermitted ſervice, lh the fated re- 


fidence fa perſon in his pwn habicatiop. 
* pleaſant 
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eaſant ſervice, Every comfort has a voice, and cries 
in the car of reaſan, O that men would therefore praiſe 
the LORD for his goodneſs. Every deliverance en- 
forces the addreſs, and furniſhes freſh materials for the 
heavenly employ.— The man after 6 O D's own heart 
declares, as an inviting example for our practice, { 
will bleſs the LO RN at all times : his praiſe ſhall con- 
tinually. be in my mouth * : yea, as long as I have any 
being, I will ſing praiſes unto my GO D 4.—lndeed, when © 
we conlider the incxhauſtibly-rich bounty of 6 OD 
our CREATOR, and the inconceivably- tender mer- 
cy of GOD our REDEEMER, it is both ſtrange 
and deplorable, that the love of 60D is not always 
preyailing in our hearts, and the language of praiſe 
ever flowing from our lips. 9 
I will not ſuppoſe our character ſo irreligious, that 
we have neglected the daily worthip of GOD, either 
in our cloſet, or in our family, —But haye we prayed 
with that profound reverential awe, which is due ta 
the HIGH and LOFTY ONE, who inhabiteth 
eternity Have we made our ſupplications with that 
fervent importunity, which may in ſome meaſure corre- 
md with the extreme indigence of our ſtate, and 
the invaluable worth of the bleſſings we craye ?—Have 
our petitions been attended with that ſeady affiance, 
which may glorify the goodneſs, the power, the'vers- 
city of the LORD? may evidently declare, that he 
is rich in mercy, 40 all that call upon in; that he i- 
the LORD FEHOYV AH, in whom is everlaſting 
ſtrength I x thatche.js the GOD of truth, and faithful 
for ever I. We call him FATHER: but have we 
truſted in him, with that unſuſpecting, chearful, ſilinl 
confidence, which à child repoſes on the fidelity aud 
indulgence of ſuch an earthly relative? Have we not 
entertained, too often entertained, narrow, diſhonour- 
able, beggarly apprehenſions, concerning the treaſures 
Pal. iv. 1 I Pſal. cxlri. 2. 
Bom. x. 12, I. XVI. 4. . 
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of his liberality, and the bowels of his pity? rating 


them even lower than our parents, our friends, or our 


own. 
Have we been careful to carry the ſpirit of our pray- 
ers into our ordinary converſation z and waited at the 
door, as well as approached to the throne of grace ?— 
Amidſt the intervals of our ſolemn devotions, have we 
cultivated an ejaculatory intercourſe with heaven? How 


highly would the ambitious courtier prize, and how 


frequently would he «/e a privy key, which ſhould give 
bim, at all hours, free admittance to his e 
This key of admittance, only to an infinitely more ex- 
alted POTEN TAT E, we all poſſeſs in the practice 
of mental aſpirations to G O D.—lt is certainly the 
nobleſt employ, and will be the richeſt improvement 
of our thoughts, to ſend them in ſuch ſhort embaſſies 
to the KING of kings; and to derive, by ſuch oc- 
caſional ſallies * of faith, a renewed ſupply from the 
| | fountain 
We have, in ſcripture, remarkable inſtances of the 
ſucceſs which has attended Prout Lr. prayer, Obſerve Nehe- 
 miah : He ſtands before Abaſuerus, apprehenſive of the mo- 
narch's diſpleaſure, yet deſirous to ſolicit him in behalf of Je- 
ruſalem. To be delivered from his fears, and to obtain his de- 
fires, what method does he uſe? the mean and ſervile arts of 
? No; but the manly and devout expedient of prayer. 
I prayed, ſays the patriot, to the GOD of heaven, —We can- 
not ſuppoſe, that he fell on his knees, or ſpoke with his lips, 
- while he continued in the royal preſence. But he darted up his 
ſoul in filent ſupplication. Which ſupplication © pierecd the 
* clouds ;” reached the eternal throne; and returned not a- 
2 till a bleſſing was ſent: ſuch as totally averted the wrath 
dreaded ; and procured favour and aſſiſtance, much larger 
than he expected, Neb, ii. 4. | 
When David heard, that Ahithophel, the ableſt politician in 
| his kingdom, was reyolted to Ab/alem ; ſenſible what a loſs his 
affairs had ſuſtained, and what an advantage the rebellious party 
had acquired, he betook himſelf to his GOD. He ſtaid not 
for an opportunity of retirement, but inſtantly and upon the 
ſpot cried, 0 LORD, tgray thee turn the counſel of Ahbithophel 


into focliſbneſs !— A ſbort addreſs, but very efficacious. HE, who 
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fountain of all good. How great a %% then miuit it 
be to our ſpiritual intereſts, and how contemptuous 2 
diſregard of the ever-preſent JEH O V AH, to omit- 
entirely, or long to diſcontinue, this moſt benehicial 
practice of habitual adoration ? Can you, my dear 
Theron, acquit yourſelf on this article of inquiry? Has 
not every day of your life been à day of negligence 
in this reſpect? been a perpetual diſobedience to our 
SAVIOUR's injunction, - Men ought, in this manner, 
always to pray, and not to faint *: ily 
Have we ſanctiſied the Sabbath?, Has the LORD's 
day, with all its ſolemn and ſacred oſſices, been our 
deligit Have we remembered that diitinguiſhed por- 
tion of our time, as Jacob remembered the delightful 


diſappointeth the devices of the crafty, ſent a ſpirit of infatua- 
tion among the rebels; and inclined them to reject the advice of 
that judicious ſtateſman. Which falle ſtep brought upon their 
horrid enterpriſe, the ruin itdeferved ; and chagrined the wretch- 
ed traitor, even to rage, frenzy, and ſuicide, 2 Sam. xv. 31. 
xvü. 23. | 
Amyntor, at a memorable period of his life, was under great 
diſtreſs of conſcience, and haraſſed by violent temptations, He 
made his caſe known to an experienced friend: who ſaid, 4- 
myntor, you do not, pray, —Surpriſed at this, he replied; © I 
pray, if ſuch a thing be poſſible, too much. I can hardly 
tell, how many times in the day I bow my knee before GOD; 
© almoſt to the omiſſion of my other duties, and the neglect 
of my neceſſary ſtudics ”—*You miſtake my meaning, dear 
% Amyntor. I do not refer you to the ceremony of the knee, 
„but to the devotion of the heart; which negle&s not any 
© buſineſs, but intermingles prayer with al, which, in every - 
« place, looks unto the LORD; and, on every occaſion, lifts 
« up an indigent longing ſoul for the ſupply of his grace. 
„% This,“ (added he, and ſpoke with a peculiar vehemence), 
« this is the prayer, which all the devils in hel! cannot with- 
© ſtand,” — This, | would farther obſcrve, is the prayer, which 
brings down ſomewhat of heaven into the heart; in which I 
would mytelf defire to abound ; and would earneſtly recom- 
mend to al my acquaintance. and all my. readers. 
«01-91 iar Luke xviii „ „ ES 
Vol. III. No 11. C interview 
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interview at Peniel? Have we expected it, as mer- 
chants expect the arrival of a richly-laden veſſel? Have 
we improved it, as huſbandmen improve the ſhining 
hours of the harveſt? Have we wholly laid aſide 1 
earthly engagement; not ſpeating our own words *, nor 
allowing ourſelves in any gratifications, that may in- 
terrupt our communion with the FATHER of ſpi- 
rits Has one day in his courts bee and wh. deg to a thou- 
ſand +, ſpent either in the works of our calling, or in 
the ſcenes of recreation ?—Have the memorials of our 
REDEEMER's dying merits, and the ſeals of his 
unchangeable Joving-kindneſa, been reliſhed as a feaſt, 
and prized as a portion ? 
Have we honoured G © D's holy ward? What 
eater mark of diſeſteem, than to defpiſe a perſon's 
— and not to think his ſpeech worthy of our 
notice? eſpecially, when he addreſſes us with · ver 
t ſeriouſneſs, and with the utmoſt affection. In our 
Bible, the GOD of glory ſpeaks to his creatures; 
ſpeaks with the moſt Py ve energy, and with all 
the yearnings of parental tenderneſs. Have we liſten- 
ed to our CREATOR, with reverence and delight ; 
and rejoiced with trembling at—Thus faith the LO ; 
Have we ſearched the oracles of truth, not merely 
as ſcholars, but as % * finners ; not from a ſpirit of curio- 
ſity, or with an air of 2 but with a ſolicitude 
and ardour, becoming perſons who inquire after the 
SAVIOUR of ther ſouls ? Have we ſubmitted 
our inmoſt thoughts to their impartial ſcrutiny ; to re- 
cerve conviction of fin from their awful r 
and to hear the ſentence of condemnation at their 
righteous bar : Have we been willing to ſuffer the re- 
proach of conferous baſeneſs, while they have ripped up 
the diſguiſes of falſehood ; laid open our ſecret ini- 
quities; and brought all our cvil ways to remembrance? 
Thus ) orab cell His heart was tender, and he hum- 
bled ke before the LOR <2 he rent bis cloaths, and 
I. Ividi. 13. - + Pfal. IXXXIiv. 10. 
fb, | wept 
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twept before the LO R D, when he heard the words of the 

book of the law &. | 
Have we hid the glad tidings of the goſpel within 
our memories, within our hearts? Have we been di- 
ligent to ſuck this Honeycomb + of grace by concomitant 
meditation, and fubſequent prayer? Have we valued 
the precious pro miſes, as gentlemen of wealth value 
the writings of their private eſtates; or as infranchiſed 
bodies eſteem the charter of their public privileges ?— 
Have we, like the princely patriarch, longed for thoſe 
words of edification, exhortation, and comfort, more than 
for our neceſſary food f? and, like the royal prophet 

revented the 17 *. that we may be occupi 

| 


ia thoſe ſtatutes || and ordinances of heaven? 

We have hitherto confined the examination to a few 
inſtances of the affirmative kind; how dreadfully will 
the dark account be ſwelled, if inſtead of love and o- 
bedience, there be hatred and oppoſition ;—hatred of 
the name, glory, and worthi G OD ;-<oppoſition 
to his intereſt, kingdom, and fervice ! 
60D & infinite perfection; worthy of all admira- 
tion; Exalted above all praiſe. Yet do not our thoughts 
more frequently, or more naturally turn upon our 
own accompliſhments, than upon the adorable and 
ſhining attributes of the ALMIGHTY? This is, 
in itſelf, the moſt ſhametul dotage; and, in G O D's 
ſight, the moſt. abominahle ide. Ye: let us obſerve 
what paſſes within, and we ſhall probably find, that as 
damps ariſe in the mines, or fogs in the fenny grounds, 
ſo naturally, and fo copioully do theſe overweening 
reſlections ariſe in dur depraved minds. rn 
60D is an #ve/laſting King. Have we not too of- 
ten reſiſted his authority ? Have ve not, as far as in 
us lay, depoſed the ommipotent SOVEREIGN, and 
exalted /e into the throne ? made ſelf · will our law, and 


1 Chron, xxxiv. 2. 4 Cast. V 1. 4 Job un La. 
{ Plal. CXIX. 148. J K* 3 44 = 
C 2 ſelf- 
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ſelt· pleaſing our end? thus adding ſacrilege to rebe'i;on? 

GOD 1s tranſcendently gracious and amiable. Have 
we not turned our backs upon him, by forgetting his 
mercies? Nay, have we not ſpurned him from our at- 


fections, by being levers of pleaſure, more than lovers of 


G OD **—Awake, conſcience, bear thy impartial teſti- 
mony ; and Lam perſuaded, the Pharife in our breaſts, 
like the man unfurniſhed with the wedding-garment, 

muſt be ſtruck dumb; muſt be covered with confuſion. 


ls our heart warm with brotherly /rve *—Good man- 
ners will put expreſſions of civility into our mouths ; 
but has a power from on high implanted the royal law 
of charity in our breaſts? The character of a gentle- 
man. requires a deportment acceſlible, obliging, and 
courteous : has the ſpirit of Chriſtianity taught us to 
love, not in word or. plauſible appearance only, but in 
deed and in truth +*—Do we love our neighbours, not 
merely on account of ſome relation they bear us, or 
ſome ſervices they have done us? but becauſe they are 
creatures of the bleſſed G O D; are the objects of his 
providential care; and capable at leaſt of being con- 
tormed to his image? Do we love them, becauſe we 
hope, that the LORD FESUS CHRIST has 
bought them with his blood; is willing to make them 
partakers of lus SPIRIT, aud members of his my- 
ſtical body? -—- ts. 
Are we ſincerely concerned for their preſent wel- 
fare, and their eternal happineſs? Do we embrace all 
opportunities of promotihg both the one and the other? 
embrace them with the /ame alacrity, and improye them 
with.the ſame zeal, which actuate us in ſeeking aur own 
telicity If they exceed us in all that is amiable, and 
All chat is proſperous, do we contemplate their ſuperior 
excellence with a real complacency, and their more a- 
bundant ſucceſs with a real Tatisfation ? | 
Do we dillike to hear, and abhor to ſpread, defama. 
* 2 Tim. Ei- 4- + 1 Joha iii. 18, 
* 1 tory 
- 


. 
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tory tales; even when our adverſaries are the men 
whom they tend to blacken ?—When rudely affranted, 
or cauſeleisly abuted, do we pity the offenders, for the 
wrong done to their own ſouls; rather than kindle in- 
to reſentment, at the indignity offered to ourtelves ?!— 
When greatly injured, are we ſlow to anger, and not 
eaſily provolsed? Are we much more willing to be re- 
conciled, than to foment diſpleaſure, and proſecute re- 
venge? In a word, do we love aur enemies; bleſs ther 
that curſe us; do good do them that hate us; and pray far 
them tohieh deſpitefully uſe us, and perſecute us * f— 
Without this loving and lovely diſpoſition, wwe abide, 
ſays the apoſtle, in death + ; are deititute of ſpiritual, 
and have no title to eternal life. N 

Let me add, Are all our graces, and all our works, 
clothed with humility? This ſhould be the dreſs, in 
which they ſeverally appear; as well as the bond of 
connection, which unites them all f.—Do we maintain 
2 very low opinion of our own accompliſhments, and 
in honour prefer others to ourſelves ! habitually ſenſible, 
that we are leſs than the leaſt ot the divine mercies, 


and the very chiefeſt of ſinners? 

might eaſily have branched out the preceding ſub- 
jects; into a much greater variety of interrogatory ar- 
ticles. But I intend only to preſent you — 3. ſpeci- 
men. Your owl: meditations will enlarge the ſketch, 
and ſupply what is defective. . Only let me beg of you, 
my dear friend, to try your ſtate by this touchſtone ; 

Matth. v. 44. Mat manner of broe it this? How dif- 
intereſted ! how extenſive ! how triumphant ! Muſt not all the 
paſted. benevolence of the philoſopher and moraliſt, ſtrike fail 
o this evangelical charity? Muſt not both moraliſt and philo- 
opher acknowledge the neceſſity of a divine operation, thus to 
nlarge, exalt, and reſine their, ſacial affeftions? / 


John iii. 14. Se 

t 1 Pet. v. 5. The unuſual word #4 ets jFuppoſed te 
have beth theſe ſignifications. g Ne nv! 
"fy Rom. xii. 10. 
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to prove your conduct by this ſtandard. And may 
the FATHER of lights give you an underſtanding, to 
diſcern che exact purity and ſublime perfection ot his 
holy law! 5 [4-05 
Have you lived in the uninterrupted oblervance of all 

theſe duties; avoiding whatever is forbidden, and obey- 
ing whatever is commanded? Your outward behavi- 
our, I know, has been free from notorious violations ; 
bit has your inward temper been preſerved from all 
u godly motions, and from every irregular defire? 1s 
there no enmity in your heart to any of the precepts; 
nor any backwardneſs, nor any failure in pei forming 
each and every injunction ? an 6 91 
When you put theſe queſtions to yourſelf, remem- 
ber, that if you fail in one point, or in any degree, you 
are guilty of all . If your conformity be not per/e- 
. vering as well as perfect, you incur; the penalty, and 
are abandoned to the curſe. Yow ſtand charged, be- 
fore the ] U DGE of the world, with all che guilt of 
all your fins, both original and actual: and there is 
not one circumſtance, nor one aggravation, of any of 
your iniquities, overlooked or forgotten,— Vx LE8s, re- 
nouncing all your perſonal performances, you place 

our whole aftance on a SAVIOUR's atonement, 
anda 8 A V TO U R's righteouſneſs, —1 think, you will 
not dare to 4 the iſſut of your everlaſting tate upon 
the former footing; which is not only hazardous, but 
muſt be inevitably ruinous. You will infinitely rather 
chuſe to acknowledge yourſelf a poor inſolvent ; and 
plead the unſearchable riches of your REDEEMER's 
obedience. | 


To thoſe who believe, the law, though „ict, is not 
terrible. Becauſe, be its precepts of holineſs ever ſo 
extenſive, they have heen moſt completely fulfilled by 
their glorious SURETY. Be its penal fanQions 
ever ſo rigorous, they have been fatistied to the ut- 
moſt, by their great MEDIAT O R,—Bclievers, 
| Jam. ii. 10. Gal. iii. 10. 


therefore, 
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therefore, may make their boaſt of their adorable 
SPONSOR. They may ft under his ſhadow with 
great delight x. While the thunderings of mount 
1 and all the terrors of the legal diſpenſation, 
tend only to iacreaſe and quicken the refreſhing ſenſe 
of their ſafety. Juſt as the poſſeſſor of a plentiful e- 
ſtate, in ſome peaceful and proſperous country, repoſes 
himſelf under the ſhade of his vine, or the ſhelter of 
his fig-tree; and, hearing of the wars which embroil, 
or the p/agues which depopulate other nations, taſtes, 
with augmented rehlith, bis own felicity. _ 

Let me cloſe with the affectionate and emphatical 


V iſh of an inſpired epiſtolary writer: That the LORD 


of peace may give my dear Theron peace—atlways - by all 
1 a +/ Then [ thall think my /-iſhes are OR 
ing, and this bleſſing is at the door, when he ſees the 
purity of the divine law,—fces the depravity of his 
own nature, —and the inps/ivility of being juſtified, 
without an intereſt in the MEDIATOR's 
righteouſneſs : That righteouſneſs, which, as it is the 
only hope, and the conſtant joy, is therefore the dar- 


ling theme, of 
Tour ever faithful 
A $ P.ASIO. 


P. S. Shall L abridge the preceding letter, and con- 
tract the whole into thoſe two great commangigents, 
which made the firſt awakening impreſſions on my own 
mind? Thou ſhalt love the LORD thy GON with 
ALL thy heart : Thou ſhalt love thy neighbonr as N & x- 
s E LF.—Amazing | faid your Aſpaſo. Are theſe the 
commands of GOD? as obligatary, as the prohibi- 
tion of adultery, or the obſervation. of the Sabbath? 
Then has my whole life been a continual act of diſobe · 
dience. Not a day, no, nor an hour, in which I have 
performed my duty. This conviction ſtruck me, as 

* Cant. ii, 3. + 2 Theſſ. iii, 16. 
C4 the 
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the hand- writing upon the wall ſtruck the preſumptu- 
ous monarch.—It purſued me, as Sau purſned the 
Chriſtians, not only to my own houſe, but even to di- 
ſtant cities nor ever gave up the great controverſy, 
till, under the influences of the SPIRIT, it brought 
me weary and heavy laden to FESUS CHR IST. 


. . 
TuERON % ASPASI 0. 


Dear As pDASsIO, | 


| ORE than three weeks are elapſed, ſince you 
M favoured, me with your improving company. 
uring which interval, I have frequently recollected 
the moſt material parts of our late diſcourſes. I have 
carefully conſidered, both the doctrines you advanced, 
and the anſwers you returned to my ſeveral objections. 
Il have often reviewed your valuable letter; have 
uſed it as a fouch-ſtone, to examine my ſtate ; and have, 
with great punctuality, obſerved your parting advice. 
have fat, every evening, for a picture of my mind; 
and have endeavoured to take a true unflatterin 
draught of all its diſtinguiſhing qualities. And, if the 
diary is a faithful mirror, if it does not aggravate the 
deformity of my features, I ſhall be abſolutely out of 
conceit with myſelf : I ſhall ever entertain the meane/? 
opinion of my own, either moral or religious qualifi- 
cations. | AA 
Where is that intenſe and ſupreme ev of G0 D, 
which his tranſcendent perfections challenge, and his 
ineffable goodneſs claims: — Where that firm and joy- 
ful rehance on CHRIST JESUS, in any degree 
oportioned to his infinite merits and inviolable pro- 
miſes Where that cordial and tender aſſection for 
my fellew-chriſtians, which is due to the ſervants of a 
Dy ; divine 
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divine REDEEMER; the people, whom he ran- 
ſomed by his agonies, and purchaſed with his very 
blood: Where is the incenſe of holy contemplation 
and reſined deſire? where the flame of fervent devo- 
tion and ever · active zeal? ſuch as become the living 
temple of G O D, in Which his moſt immaculate and 
glorious SPIRI T 8 to —— ?—Theſe funda- 
mental graces, like the gra in the animal 
ſyſtem, thould impart Leck . — the ſoul, and ſpread 
the beauty of holineſs through all the converſation. 
But theſe, alas! far from beating with a vigorous and 
uniform pulſe, hardly beave with life; only juſt ſtrug- 
gle, now and then, with ſome faint, internutted, un- 
even throes. 

How feldom do my * foring from gratitudeto 
the everlaſting BENEFA CTOR,'or aim at the 

ory of his ſuperexcellent MAJESTY !—lIn ad- 
drefling the KING immortal, inviſible, how languid 
are my affections, and how wandering is my attention? 
how great my unbelief, and how little my reverential 
awe ?—I receive innumerable mercies; but where are 
my returns of correſpondent thankfulneſs ? I am viſit- 
ed with many gracious chaſtiſements; but without 
proper reſignation, or due improvement Alas for my 
heartleſs devotions, my lifeleſs virtues, and the multi- 
tude of my refined inquities / Hid behind the maſk. 
of outward decency, and ſome: cuſtomary forms of 
religion, I was altogether unacquainted with my ſpi- 
ritual ſtate. I fancied myſelf rich, and increaſed with 


goods, and to have need of nothing even while I was 


wretched, and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked *. 
If I look back, and review the years of youth and 

manhood, what bas been the tenor, what is the aſpect 

of my life? More like a deſolate and horrid wilder- 

neſs, than a cultivated garden, or a fruitful 

—In youth, what ſordid gratifications of appetite ! 

In manhood, what baſe compliances with a wicked 


* Rev, iii. 17. 
| world! 
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world! In beth, what ſholes of evil inclinations have 
polluted my heart ! what ſwarms of vain imaginations 


have debaſed my thoughts! what frothy and unpro- 


table words have dropt from my lips — By all which, 
how have I diſobeyed, and how dithonoured 60 D! 
how have I denied, and how crucified the LORD 
ESUS CHRFST/—and yet ſuppoſed myſelf, all 
while, to be good enough / 22 
It is ſomething unaccountable, that a perſon of my 
inquiſitive diſpoſition ſhould, through the courſe of 
ſo many years, be ſuch an utter /?ranger to himſelf. I 
wonder at my own prepoſterous folly To travel into 
foreign countries, and vifit the maſt renowned cities 
of Europe ; yet never ſtep over the threſhold, nor look 
within the apartments of my own breaſt .—To carry 
on a correſpondence with my friends, even in the re- 
moteſt nations; and never enter upon a conference, 
nor hold any intelligence with my own heart Jo in- 
quire after news from the fleet, news from the army, 
news from the court; yet exerciſe neither curioſity 
nor care, with re to the hope of heaven, and the 
concerns of eternity What egregious miſconduct is 
this! A moſt pernicious error, in the economy of 
religious life. 5 Tory Go, wo 
Sometimes I have caſt a tranſient glance on my 
outward behaviour ; but never — my ſearch to 
the delinquent, the traitor, the rebel within. And 
even my outward behaviour has been ſurveyed, with 
as much erroneous partiality, as fuperficial levity. It 
has been compared, not with that e and /ublime 
ſtandard, the ſcriptures of truth; but, as in the cafe 
of the ſelf-deceiving Pharifee, with the unjuſt, extor- 
tionate, adulterous practices of fome other people. 
From whence I moſt unwarrantably concluded, - that, 
being not quite ſo abandoned as the moſt profligate 
creatures, my character muſt be good, and my condi- 
tion ſafe— But, thanks to your laſt friendly letter, 
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and the ſcarching expedient it recommended, I am 
now in a different way of thinking. 

It is ſtrange to recollect, and indeed it is ſhamefut 
to confeſs, the many ertifices which I have uſed, to 
put a cheat upon myſelf. Sometimes I have fancied, 
that the divine law could never be ſo ſtrict, as to con- 
demn us inexorably, if we continue not in all its 
cepts.—Sometimes I have pleaded the inſirmity of our 
nature, and endeavoured to make the works of dark- 
neſs appear only as pitiable failings.— Sometimes 1 
have taken refuge in the excellency of our church, 
and plumed myſe}f with the borrowed feathers of a 
religious profeiſion. At other times, I have foothed 
my conſcience to reſt, by a punctuality of attendance 
on places, or a zealous attachment to forms. And all 
this, to ſeduce, cajole, and hetray myſelf, —betray 
myſelf, firſt into a vain concert of my own endow- 
ments; then into .a_contemptugus diſregard - of 
CHRIST; and at laſt into eternal deſcructian.— But 
now [ ſee my guilt; I apprehend my danger; and feel 
my helpleſs condition. ud. 

Indeed, my Apa, I am now convinced, that the 
darkeſt colours cannot be too dark for he pO of 
my ſpiritual ſtate, I fee myſelf. overſpread with an 
habitual deprayity, and cannot forbear crying out, 
with the abaſhed leper ; Unclean# unclean * be ſa- 
cred oracles in no Wiſe miſrepreſent fallen man, when 
they. deſcribe him as altogether became - abomunable +. 
They are far from under-rating human works, when 
they denominate them f/thy rags . Rags they are, if 


* Lev. xiii. 45 : ">. + Job XV, 16. | 
+ If. lxiv. 6. Does not Theron miſapply this text? Can it 
be intended to diſcredit the qualifications of the upright? Is it 
not rather a brand ſet upon the works of the wicked; whoſe 
very ! ſacrifices are an Nerds to the LORD?” Or, a 
rebuke given to the ſpecious performances of the hypocrite; 
who is preciſe in the form, but deſtitute of the power of hoy: 
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is 


are thy peaple; thou art gur FATHER; we fbail be faved.— 
So chat it ſcems intended to lain the, pride of all human glory. 
Befides, the prophet ſpeaks of hemfelf; Wer all are as an 
unclean thing: Which, however ſtrange or unreaſonable it 
may ſeem, is the very fame charge,” to which he” pleads 
guilty in another place; Vit me Fun unden“ er lam a 
man of unclean lips Not that be was defiled with any groſs 
i nay, he was a fainr of the moit dittinguiſhed du- 
ſtre; but his cyes had ſeen be KING, the LORD of hell. 
He waz under the clear manifeſtations. of a G O D, glorious 
in holineſs, inflexible; in juſtice, and infinite in all perfec- 
tions. Amidſt theſe manifeſtations, the impurity of his heart 
and nature were not only apparent, but glaring ; overwhelmed 
him with abaſhment, and, till CH RIS T was applied in a type, 
(J. vi. 7.), filled him with terror. 110 
In uch circumſtances, and under ſuch views, all our moral 
virtues and evangelical graces, all our exerciſes of devotion, 
and acts of charity, will appear both detective and polluted : 
by no means proportioned to the demands of the law, nor ſuf- 
ficient for our recommendation to the Supreme LAW GIVER; 
no more than a few tattered rags, can claim the character, 
or perform the ſervices, of a complete ſuit ;—no more than a 
few filthy rags are fit to dreſs the bride for her nuptials, or the 
courtier for a birth night. nne 
But there is a righteouſneſs—bleſſed be divine grace! — ſpot - 
leſsly pure and conſummately excellent; a righteouſneſs, which 
anſwers all that the CREATOR requires, and ſupplies all that 
the creature needs: to prove this momentons point, and to diſ- 
play this unſpeakable gift, is the deſign of the ä 35 


by 
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LORD 60 D in any accompliſhments of their 


own ? 

When I farther reflect, that I have only a very ob- 
ſcure glimpſe of the divine purity, and am a mere no- 
vice in the knowledge of my own heart; how am I 
amazed at the lofty pb which I once form- 
ed, concerning the dig ity of my nature, and the in- 
fegrily of my conduct! All owing to ignorance, the 
groſſeſt ignorance of myſelf and the ſcriptures. —How 
do I ſhudder to think, that, in expecting juſtification 
from the law, I was reſting the welfare of my immor- 
tal ſoul, not on the foundation of a rock, but on the 

int of a dagger. I was going to the deciſive tribu- 
nal, fluſhed with the falſeſt hopes, and charged with 
a ſet of glittering ſins; going, like poor deluded Uri- 
ab +, not with any valid credentials, but with the mi- 
niſtration of death | in my hand. 

Though I cannot but acknowledge the arrogance 
of theſe pretenſions, yet loath, very loath is my pride, 
to renounce” the plealing abſurdity. Selt-love has 
ſearched, and ſearched again, for ſomething excellent. 
It would fain make a better appearance, and. can 
hardly brook the humiliation of imploring all /#b 
forma pauperis ||. With what. reluctance is a ſinner 
brought to confeſs himſelf ſinful in every duty, ſin- 
ful in every capacity! 885 perverſeneſs But 
the charge is undeniable. However unwilling, I 
muſt plead guilty... THU ART WEIGHED IN THE 
BALANCES, Ax D FOUND WANTING 4, is evidentl 
written on all I am, all I have, all I do. - And if I am 
thus defective, even in my, own eſtimation; if I am 
utterly condemned, at the bar of my own conſcience; 
what then ſhall I do, when GO D rijeth un? and when - 
HE viſiteth, what, ſpall I anſwer him +? _ 

* 1 Sam. vi. 20. f 2 Sam. xi. 14. 15. f 2 Cor. ili. 9, 

| That is, under the character of a poor deſtitute, or as a 


beggar ſues for his alms. | | 
„„ 1 Dan, v. 27. ++ Jab xxzi. 14. 


£ I 
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I now ſee the neceſſity of an imputed righlitcouſneſs; 
Without ſome ſuch object for my truſt, I am undone. 
I long therefore to hear your arguments in its behalf, 
And! muſt declare to you, if it can be ſatisfactorily 
proved from the ſcriptuꝶ, it is the moſt comfortable 
doctrine in che world, and worthy of all acceptation. 
A letter upon this ſubject, would be a ſingular fa: 
vour, and, I hope, an equal bleſſing to ” 


Your obliged, and affeftionate, 
| THrRON. 


LELLE LI ELIAS I IAASIA SS ISS SS 
IEP LETT EM 
As PAS 10 fo THERON. 


Dear TuEHROx, 

Hough all your letters give me pleaſure, none 
| ws pn ſo highly eating as your laſt; I look 
upon it with the fame fecret joy, as a compaſſionate 
phyſictan obſerves ſome very favourable ſymptoms, in 
the criſis of a beloved patient's diſtemper. ENV 
What you afk, I ſhall, without any farther preface, 
attempt to execute. If my attempt proves ſatisfactory 
to your judgment, I am ſure, it will be the moſt likely 
means of healing your conſcience, and calmin Pf 
fears. When we perccive the odious depravity of our 
nature; when we diſcern the horrible iniquity of out 
lives; and are ſenſible of that tremendgus wrath, and 
everlaſting vengeance, which are due to ſuch guil 
creatures; then nothing can be found, that will ſpez 
effectual peace, nothing that will adminiſter ſolid com- 
fort, but only the vicarious ſufferings and the impu- 
ted righteouſnels of FESUS CHRIST, + ab 

To this purpoſe ſpeaks one of the wiſeſt and beſt of 
ſpiritual guides; Hts /in abounded? as undoubtedly it 
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has, in our heart, and our life ; grate has much more 
abounded, in the obedience, and the merits of our 
REDEEMER.—Nay, has /m reigned? exerted its 
malignant power, in the moſt extenſive and moſt de- 
ſtrudlive manner; rendering us ſubject unte death, 
both temporal and eternal? Even ſo has grace reigned ; 
exerted its benign efficacy, and in a manner yet more 
triumphant ; not only reſcuing us from guilt and ruin, 
but reſtoring us to ever/aſting life and glory: and all 
this through the righteouſneſs, the complete meritorious 


righteoufneſs brought in by FESUS CHRIST our 
LORD *. 


Lou inquire after the proofs of this imputed righ- 
teouſneſs. From a multitude I thall ſelect a few: ſuf- 
ficient, I hope, to make it appear, - that this is the de- 
clared doctrine of our church, and the avowed belief 
of her mo} eminent divines :—that it is copiouſly re- 
vealed through the whole ScxrwrurEs; revealed in 
many expreſs. paſſages, and deducible from a variety 
of inſtructive ſimilitudes. 

Hear the language of our Common Prayer, in a 
very affecting and ſolemn addreſs to the A LMIG H. 
TI; We do not preſume to come to this thy table, 
« O merciful LORD, truſting in our own righteouſ- 
% neſs.” If we may not, if we dare not, rely on our 
own righteouſneſs, when we approach the euchari/ti 
table; much leſs may we depend upon it, when we 
are ſummoned to the deciſve tribunal. Should you 
aſk, On what we are to depend? The exhortation to 
the communiop furniſhes an anſwer ; „ On the meri- 
« torious death and paſſion of CHRIST, whereby 
« alone we obtain remiſſion of fins, and are made par- 
« takers of the kingdom of heaven.” 

Ihe collect appointed for the feſtival of Circumciſion, 
has this remarkable introduction; - Almighty GOD, 
% whoſe blefſed SON was obedient to the law for man.“ 
"FE + © Rom. v. 21. — * 


In 
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In what ſenſe, or with what propriety, can this be af- 
firmed, unleſs CHRIS T's perfect obedience be re- 
ferable to us, and accepted inſtead of ours? On any 
other interpretation, I ſhould think, he was obedient, 
not for man, but for him/elf, 

Should the artful critic give ſome other turn to 
theſe paſſages, it will avail him but little. Becauſe the 
church, her own beſt expolitor, has explained the 
meaning of ſuch phraſes, and put the matter beyond 
all doubt. In her eleventh article ſhe ſays, We are 
« accounted righteous before G O D only for the me- 
« rits of our LORD and S AVIOUR JESUS 
« CHRIST.” —The doctrine relating to pardon of 
ſia, had been ſtated in a preceding article. This diſ- 
plays the method, whereby ſinners may appear righ- 
teous in the eye of GOD, and in the court of heaven; 
ſo as to recover the divine favour, and obtain a title 
to eternal bliſs.— This is done, not by any native righ- 
teouſneſs, not by any acquired righteouſneſs, but by 
an inputed righteouſneſs... Were we juſtiſied by either 
of the former methods, it would not have been ſaid, 
We are accounted, but we are righteous. They are ſo 
far from conſtituting our reconciling and juſtifying 
righteouſneſs, that they have no ſhare in it; contri- 
bute nothing towards it; are totally excluded from it. 
We are accounted righteous, and accepted as ſuch, 
ov {mark the expreſſion) oxLy through the merito- 
rious obedience, and propitiating blood of our great 
MEDIATOR. 

The Homilies are, if it be poſſible, ſtill more expli- 
cit, and more cogent. - In the Homily concerning the 
ſalvation of mankind, we read the following words: 
The apoſtle toucheth three things, which muſt 
go together in our juſtiſication. On G O D's part, 
4 wr nercy and grace. On CHRIST's part, 
the ſati tion oi G O D's juſtice, or the price of 
« gur redemption, by the oHFering of his body, and 


* ſheddiag of his blood, with fulfilling of the law per- 


« tectly. 
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« fectly. On our part, true and lively faith in the 
« merits of FESUS CHRIST, which yet is not 
ours, but by GOD's working in us.” —You ſee, 
according to the judgment of our venerable reform- 
ers, not only the offering of CHRIST?”s body, and 
ſhedding of CHRIST's blood, but alſo his perfect 
fulf.lling of the law, are the adequate price of our re- 
demption. All thefe act conjointly, they ſweetly har. 
monize, in the great and glorious work. To ſuppoſe 
their difumon, is a dactrinal miſtake, ſomewhat like 
that practical error of the Papilts, in fevering the ſa- 
cramental wine from the 2 bread; admint- 
ſtering to the laity the ſymbols of the llaughtered body, 
but with-holding the &abok of the {ſtreaming blood. 

There are other clauſes in the fame Homily, which 
ſet the ſeal of the church to our ſentiments. 1 (hall 
content myſelf with tranfcribing one from the con- 
clafion, — CHRIST.“ ſays that form of ' found 
words, * is the righteouſneſs of all them that do truly 
„believe. He for them paid their ranſum by his 
« death. He for them folſilled the law in his life. 
« So that now, in HIM, and by HIM, every true 
« Chri/tian man may be called a ful filler of the Hw; 
+ foraſmuch as that which their inſirmity lacked, 
<CHRIST's righteouſneſs hath fapplied.””-—This 
authority is as clear, as the doctrine authorifed is 
comfortable. May the former ſway our A 
may the latter chear our bearts! 

The Homily on CHRIST s nativity informs the 
reader, that the deſign of our LORD's incarnation 
was, to light unto the world, and call fin- 
ners Nene to fulfil the ſaw for ur, and be- 
% come the propitiation for our fins; to caſt out the 
„ prinee of this world, and deſtroy the works of the 
4% devit.”-—Ye have all broke the law, we are all un- 
able to keep: the la; therefore the bleſſed 7E SUA 
fulfilled the lavs. —fulgllod it, in ech and every of itz 
demands, —fullled1 it, in the Irghbeff degree of per fer: 

Vol. III. Nt 12. * tian, 


* 
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tion, —and, what is of all conſiderations moſt delight - 
ful, fulfilled it for us. His obedience took the place 
of what we were obliged to perform, under the cove- 

nant of works; and is not only the meritorious, but 
alſo the conſtituent cauſe of our juſtification. 

So that,—if there be any worthineſs in our LORD's 
moſt holy nature; any merit in his exerciſe of the 
ſublimeſt virtues ; completed by his ſubmiſſion to the 
moſt ignominious ſufferin 8 and tormenting death; 
then, according to this ſtandard- ſyſtem of Dake 
* are the ground, theſe are the ſubſtance 

er's — And, according to the 
dictates of the moſt unbiaſſed reaſon, they are the 
beſt the fureft ground, that can either be wiſhed or 


Does it not, from the prec quotations, appear, 
that the doctrine of jul eaten wee. Fun gh the imputed 
righteouſneſs of our REDEEMER, is far from 
being diſclaimed by the eſtabliſhed church — I am 
ſorry, but conſtrained to own, that we rarely find 
any conſiderable ſtrictures of this great evangelical pe- 
culiarity, in our modern theological diſcourſes. Yet 
there have been preachers of the higheſt repute for 
learning, for judgment, and for piety, who profeſſed- 
ly maintained this grand truth of the goſpel 
The devout Biſhop © Beveridge, in his Private 
Thoughts, has left upon record the following very re- 
- markable acknowledgment ; which, if it ſuited hi- 
ſtate of eminent holineſs, cannot be too humbling, my 
dear Theron, for your lips and for mine. I do not 
remember, neither do I believe, that I ever prayed, 
« in all my life-time, with that reverence, or heard 
„ with that attention, or received the ſacrament with 
that faith, or did any work with that pure heart, 
.< and ſingle eye, as Lought to have ball Inſomuch 
that I look upon all my righteouſneſs, but as filthy 
4 rags; and it f in the robe only of the 3 
61. * n 
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« neſs of theSON of G OD, that I dare appear be- 
« fore the MAJESTY of heaven.” wy. 
The fervent and affectionate Biſhop Hoptins & ſpeaks 
in perfect conſonance with his brother of S/? A/aph. 
— The law was given us, nat that we ſhould ſeek 
« juſtification by the obſervance of it, but finding it 
« jimpoſſible to be juſtified by fulfilling it, we ſhould 
« thereby be driven to CHRIS T's righteouſneſs ; 
“ who hath both fulfilled it in himſelt, and ſatisſied 
« for our tranſgreſſing of it; and therefore faith the 
«- apoſtle, The law was a ſchoolmaſter, ts bring us unta 
« CHRIST; that we might be juſtiſied by faith. To 
« this end it was promulged, that ſeeing the ſtrictneſa 
« of its precepts, the rigour of its threatenings, and 
« withal being convinced of our impatence to fulfil 
« its commands, we might be urged by its terrors to 
« fly toCHRIST, and find that righteouſneſs in 
* him which may anſwer all the demands of the law.“ 
Biſhop Reynolds +, ſtyled by his contemporaries, and 


not without reaſon, A walking library, bears his teſti- 


mony in the following words:“ CARIST as our 
« Surety paid aur debt, underwent the curſe due to 
« our ſins, and bare them all in his own body on the 
e tree; became ſubject to the law for us, and repreſen- 
e tatively in our ſtead fulfilled all the righteouſneſs 
« the law required, active and paſſive. For fin being 
« once committed, there muſt be a double act to juſti- 
« fication ; the ſuffering of the curſe, and the tulfl> 
ling of righteouſneſs anew. The one, a ſatisfaction 
„for the injury we have done to G0 D, as our 
* JUDGE; 18 other, the performance of a ſervice 
« which we owe unto him as or MAKER.“ | 


To this illuſtrious triumvirate, let me join Biſhop 


| ® See his ſermon on John vil. 19, 2 
See lis treatiſe, entitled, The life of © ARTST —Which, 


as well as all his other works, abound with ſtriking ſentiments; 
have much elegance of diction, a copious variety of learning, 
and a lively animating ſpirit of evangelical piety, © 

ans D 2 Davenant ; 
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Davenant ; who, for his great abilities, and unqueſtion- 
able integrity, was appointed one of our religious ple- 
nipotentiaries, at the renowned fynod of Dort. In his 
very valuable expofition of the epiſtle to the Colofrans, 
he writes to this effect: Te are complete in CHRIST. 
« Ye are furniſhed, in that all- ſuſſicient REDEEMER, 
« with whatever is requiſite to everlaſting ſalvation. 
« With wiſdom ; fince it is the confummation of this 

e noble endowment, to know CHRIST and him 
« crucified. With r:ghteouſneſs ; becauſe he has per- 
« fectly ſatisficd the law *, and thoroughly expiated 
e gur guilt, With "pact man becauſe his S PIRIT 
«+ dwelling in our hearts, mortifies our corrupt affec- 
tions, and renews the ſoul after the image of its 
« CREATOR.” | 
Let me bring up the rear with a teſtimoney, which, 
for eben 6 4. _ a full Nu hes of — 
evangeh ine, might very ju ve claim 
2 place in the van. It is taken from an author, whom 
the general conſent of our nation has diſtinguiſhed 
with the title of Judicious. The judicious Hooker, in 
a treatiſe on juſtification, ſays, — It is a childiſh cavil 
our adverſaries ſo greatly pleaſe themſelves with, 

4 exclaiming, that we tread all Chriſtian virtues under 

<& our feet; becauſe we teach, That faith alone juſtifi- 


In this reſpect principally (fays our author, enlarging upon 
the text) are believers complete ; becauſe though deſtitute of 
any righteouſneſs, that may properly be called their own, CHRIST 
has graciouſly cnriched them with his. Vid. Da YEN ANI in 
epiſt. ad Calofſ. cap. ii. com. 10. | 

Let me beg leave to intimate, that this expoſition of the e- 
piſtle to the Coloſians,—for perſpicuity of ſtyle, and accuracy 
of method, —for judgment in difcerning, and fidelity in re- 
preſenting, the apoſtle s meaning, — for ſtrength of argument in 
refuting errors, and felicity of invention in deducing practical 
doctrincs, tending both to the eſtabliſhment of faith, and the 
cultivation of holineſs.—is, I think, inferior to no writing of 
the kind: and richly deſerves to be read, to be ſtudied, to be 
imitated, by our young dlvines. D re ILL 4 


— 
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% eth. Whereas, by this ſpe:ch, we never meant to 
« exclude either hope or charity from being always 
« joined as inſeparable mates with faith, in the man 
« that is juſtified ; or works from being added, as 
« neceſſary duties, required of every juſtified man: 
but to ſhew, that faith is the only hand, which 
* putteth on CHRIST to juſtification; and CHRIST 
ce the only garment, which being fo put on, covereth 
« the ſhame of our defiled natures, hideth the imper- 
« fection of our works, and preſerveth us blameleſs 
* in the ſight of GOD: before whom, otherwiſe, 
« the weakneſs of our faith were cauſe ſuſſicient to 
« make us culpable, yea, to ſhut us out of the king- 
« dom of heaven, where nothing that is not abſolute 
can enter.” 

You will allow the ſagacious Biſhop Sanderſon * to 
ſum up the evidence; or rather to make an important 
remark on the whole of the controverſy. That great 
light of the church, both in caſuiſtical and practical 
divinity, obſerves, —< The tidings of a REDEEMER 
„ muſt be bleſſed and welcome news, to thoſe that 
« are ſenſible of their own poverty, and take it of 
G e.“ Our aa ed divine penetrates into the 
mid cant of the — averſeneſs to this evange- 
ical doctrine. It is founded on the fate of the heart, 
more than upon any force of ar t. People are 
but little, if at all, ſenſible of their ſpiritual and mo- 
ral indigence ; of the defects which depretiate, and the 
deſilements which ſully, whatever they have, and what - 
ever they do. Nay, ſtrongly tinctured with pride, they 
would be themſelves the A/pha, and ſuffer the bleſſed 
FESUS to be no more the Omega, in procu- 
ring their eternal ſalvation. Therefore they can hard- 
ly be reconciled to the humbling character of an 
eleemoſynary ; one who lives wholly upon the alms of 
the goſpel, and is dependent upon grace for his all. 

Whereas, was this grand obſtacle once removed ; 

* Sec his ſermon upon . lii. 3 1 
D 3 were 
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were men convinced of fin, of exceeding finfulneſs in 
their worſt eſtate, and of remaining ſinfulneſs in their 
beſt ; they would ſoon be convinced of righteouſneſs *, 
of the abſolute neceſſity and ineſtimable worth of a 
REDEEMER's righteouſneſs. They would no 
longer diſpute againſt it, but cordially receive it; en- 
tirely rely on it; and adore the goodneſs, the tran- 
ſcendent and unutterable goodneſs of GOD, in pro» 

viding it. 5 
I think, in one of our conferences, I undertook to 
produce my vouchers from the ancient fathers. Let 
me now ſubjoin two or three atteſtations of this kind. 
From one of which you will perceive, that thoſe 
early writers had a conſiderable degree of clearneſs 
upon the point. From the other you will ſee, that, 
far from rejecting the doctrine, they embrace it with 
delight nd rapture. And if you will admit of the 
laſt, you cannot be ſtartled at any thing, which I ſhall 
advance upon the ſubjet.—Let me only premiſe in 
general, that, if thoſe authors are not ſo copious and 
explicit, with regard to the imputation of active righ- 
teouſneſs ; they abound in paſſages, which evince the 
ſubſtitution of CHRIST in our ſtead: Paſſages, which 
diſclaim all dependence on any duties of our own, 
and fix the hopes of a believer entirely upon the me- 
rits of his SAVIOUR. When this is the caſe, I 
am very little ſolicitous about any particular forms 
of expreſſion ; and far from being angry, even though 
the words, which I think moſt figniticant, are not 
retained, r een enen | 
Clemens, —an intimate acquaintance of St Paul's, and 
whoſe name was in the book of life 4. — in his truly-ex- 
cellent epiſtle to the Corinthians, aſſures that people 1 ; 
18 x 


* John xvi. 6, + Phil. iv. 3. | 

+ Ov # ravies Smapiba, it fra var warhepery ohr, » oonotwos, n b,, n 
vy an raſupſarn uti i cow): witphiag” Ai Jie Tw wiricg, If we verlag Tv an? 
mee Saffngaiey Gr me, y Epiſt, ad Corifith;—This * 
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We are not, in any reſpect or in any degree, | juſtified 


by ourſelves, but wholly by FESUSCHRIST : not 
by our own wiſdom er prudence, which could never find 
out the way; not by the prety of our hearts, or works of 
righteouſneſs performed in our lives, which could never 
be ſufficient for the purpoſe z; but by faith the one 
invariable method, by which the almighty SOVEREIGN 
has juſtified all his people, ever fince the world began. 

Juſtin, —who was firſt a Genti/e philoſopher, then an 
eminent Chriſtian, and at laſt a martyr tor the truth, 
— ſpeaks more fully to the point : What elſe could 
cover our fins, but the righteouſneſs of FESUS CHRIST? 
By what poſſible means could we, unrighteous and unholy 
creatures, be juſtified, but only by the interpoſition of 
the SON of GOD in our behalf ?— Having, in this 
clauſe, made a profeſſion of his faith, the good man, 
on the contemplation. of ſuch a privilege, breaks out 
into a kind of holy tranſport. OS WEETAND DE:“ 
LIGHTFUL EXQH-ANGE |! A diſpenſation unſearch- 
ably wiſe and graciaus Benefits, quite unexpected, and 
rich beyond all our bopes that the: fin many ſhould be 
hid by one rightecus PERSON, and that the rigb- 
teeuſneſs of ON E fhould juſtify many tranſgreſſors. 

The following words are remarkably ſtrong, and 
the ſentiments peculiarly bold. But they come from 
the pen of the fineſt writer in eceleſiaſtical antiquity. 
They have the great name, and venerable character of 
St Chry/oſtom, tor their recommendatory preface f 

4% ear 
tation is explained, as well as tran/lated,, But that every reader 
may diſtinguiſh the text from-the paraphraſe, the firſt is print- 


ed in Italic, the laſt in Neman characters. 
* Tr a Tas runs ing water woumbn Re, „ eee ee t; Ev re Ju- 


beet Suvalov rug avous; nat $ au n in To vir Guy A THE DATKEIAL KA- 
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newer. Epiſt. ad Diogn.— Though Du Pin queſtions the autho- 


rity of this epiſtle, he allows it to have been written by an ancient 


hand. Dr Cave, as capable a judge, thinks there is no reaſon 
to doubt, but it is the genuine work of. Juſtin. 


Irene, ente, os Tov nn 
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Fear net, ſays he, on account of any of thy paſt tranſgreſ- 
frons of the law, when "once thou haſt fled by faith to 
FESUS CHRIST. The moſt enormous and the moſt 
deſtructive wiclation of the lato 1s, to be with-held, by 
the conſciouſneſs of any guilt whatever, from belicving on 
CHRIST. When thou atteſt faith on him, thou af 
Fulfilled, I might ſay, more than fulfilled the law. Fur 
thou haſt — a better ri righteouſneſs, than it could ever 
require: thou art 77 ed 2 better obedience, than any 


creature could 
Cox of ditinguiſbed ability, and 


Two or three 0 
undbubted veracity, are a ſufficient confirmation of any 
cauſe. For this reaſon, and to avoid a tireſome pro- 
lixity, I have ſet aſide a multitude of voices; which, 
from the writings of our own and foreign divines, are 
ready to pour their united evidence.—And leſt the 
buſineſs of quotation, though ſparingly managed, 
ſhould ſeem dry and tedious; I will relieve your 
wearineſs, and enliven the collection, by an extract 
from the prince of Engii/5 poctry.— Michael, the pro- 
phetic archangel, mentioning the deſtructive conſe- 
quences of the fall; and afferting the GODHEAD 
of that glorious PERSON, who undertook to be 
the repairer of this deadly breach ; adds, 

Which HE, who tomes thy & A 77 OU R, Hall ſecure, 

Not by deftroyi Satan, but his works, 

In thee and in thy ſeed. Nor can this be, 

But by fulfilling (that which thou didſ1 want ) 
the Uo of GOD, impor'd 

3 of death ; and ſuffering cath, 

755 hy trangreſſon due 

And 1 to be 1 155 out of thine will grow, 

So ONLY cen high juſtice reſt appaid *. 
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Here then is the expreſs determination of our Homi- 
lies, ſupported by the authority of our Articles, —eſta- 
bliſhed by the concurrence of our Liturgy, —ſtill farther 
ratified by the unanimous atteſtation of ſeveral cele- 
brated Divines ; whole lives were the brighteſt orna- 
ment to our church, and whole writings are the moſt 
unexceptionable interpretation of her meaning.—As a , 
capital, to crown and complete this grand. column, 
ſupervenes the declaration of the ancient Fathers, 
thoſe who flouriſhed, and with the higheſt renown, 
in the firſt aad pureſt ages of Chriſtianity. —So that, 
if great authorities carry any weight; if illuſtrious 
names challenge any regard; this tenet comes attend - 
ed and dignified with very conſiderable credentials. . 

Yet I will venture to afhirm, that all theſe, | conſider- 
able as they appear, are the lea of thoſe L 
which recommend the doctrine to my Thefor's accept- 
. L which have gained it admittance into the 

eart 
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Dear TyEtroON, | 
HE family, in which I have the ſatisfaction to 
_— reſide, though remarkable for their genteel fi- 
gure and ample fortune, are ſtill more amiably diſtin- 
guiſhed by their benevolence, hoſpitality, and charity. — 
As they live at a diſtance from the market-town, the 
lady has converted one apartment of her houſe into a 
little diſpenſatory; and ſtocked it with ſome of the 
moſt common, the moſt needed, and moſt ſalutary 
| medicines : 
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medicines: which, in caſes of ordinary indiſpoſition, 
te diſtributes to her indigent neighbours, with ſin- 
gular compaſſion, and with no ſmall ſucceſs. —This 
ane morning, Emilia has ordered ſome fkilfu} hands 
into the fields, to cull their healing ſimples, and la 
up a magazine of health for the afflicted poor. Camil. 
Fas is withdrawn to receive his rents, and ſettle ac- 
counts with his tenants. 
Suppoſe, we act in concert with theſe valuable per- 
Jons. Su , we range the delightful fields of ſerip- 
tore, and form a collection, not of falutiferous herbs, 
but of ineſtimable texts; ſuch as may be of ſovereign 
efficacy, to aſſuage the anguiſh of a guilty conſcience, 
and impart /aving health to the diſtempered ſoul. — 
"Suppoſe, - we n the mines of divine inſpiration, 
and enrich ourſelves, notwith the gold of Ophir, but with 
the wnſearchable trreaſures of CHRIST ; or with that 
perfect rĩghteouſneſs of our REDEEMER, which is in- 
comparabiy more precious, than the revenues of a 
county, or the produce of Peru. 

In pleading for imputed righteouſneſs, we have al- 
ready urged the authority of our eſtabliſhed church, 
and the ſuffrage of her moſt eminent divines.— The 
opinion of excellent writers, which has been the re- 
fult of much learning, great attention, and carneſt 
prayer, is no contemptible evidence. Vet we muſt 
always reſerve the caſting- voice, for thoſe infallible 
umpires, the prophets and apoſttes. , we receive, 
with a deferential regard, the witne/s , men; the 
" wwitneſs of GOD is greater *, and challenges the moſt 
"Implicit ſubmiſſion. — Which Temark naturally leats 
me to the intended ſubject of this epiſtie; or rather 
calls upon me to fulfil my late engagement, and ſhew, 
that the above-mentioned doctrine is copiouſly re- 
vealed, through the whole proceſs of the ſcriptures. 

Let me detach a very ſignificant portion from the 
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epiſtle to the Romans ; which, though little inferior 
to a deciſive proof, is produced only as an introduc- 
tion to others. Noto the righteouſneſs of G O D without 
the law 1s manifeſted, being witneſſed by the law and the 
prophets; even the righteouſneſs of GO D, which is by 
faith of FESUS CHRIST unto all, and upon all 
them that believe *. The ri 1 8 172 of G OD, ſigni- 
fies that righteouſneſs, which incarnate G0: D 
wrought out in his own all-glorious perſon . It is 
ſtyled the righteouſneſs of G O D, by way of ſuper- 
lative pre-eminence ; in oppoſition to any righteouſneſs 
of our own, and in eontradiſtinction to the righteouſ- 
neſs of all creatures whatever.— This righteouſneſs is 
without the law. Its efficacy has no dependence on, 
its merit receives no addition from, any conformity 
of our practice to the divine law; being complete, ab- 
ſolutely complete in itſelf, and altogether ſufficient to 
procure the reconciliation and acceptance of ſinners.— 
This righteouſneſs is ww:tnefed by the law and the pro- 
þhets ; receives an uniform atteſtation from the vari- 
ous writings of the Old 'Feftament. To inveſtigate 
which atteſtation, to examine its pertinency, and 
weigh its ſufficiency, is our preſent aber buſineſs. 
e may begin with that gracious declaration, made 
7,91: © Row BE $1 23 

+ This explication, or ſomething to the ſame purpoſe, has 
occurred already. But it is hoped, the candid reader will not 


condemn the repetition, as a diſagrecable and zejune tautology. 


— Becauſe it is ſo conſonant to the practice of our great apoſtle, 
who repeats the term, reinculcates the doctrine, and hardly 
knows how to deſiſt from the favourite topic; like one, who 
was quite enamoured with the ſubject, who found muſic in the 


words, and whoſe happineſs was bound up in the blefling.+- 


Becauſe it is conformable to another, and a greater example. 
The LORD JEHOVAH hiaſfelf, within the compaſs of one 
chapter, once and again, yea, a third and a fourth time, ſtyles 
this wonderful obedience, My RiGQuTEOUSNESS. As though 
the GOD of infinite perfe&tion_gloried in it; thought him- 
ſelf moſt eminently magnified by it; and was jealous to have all 
the honour reſulting from it. dee . l... | 11 
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to the firſt tranſgreſſors: The ſeed of the woman ſhall 
bruiſe the ſerpent's head *; deſtroy the works of 
the devil, and retrieve whatever was loſt by his mali- 
cious artifices f. How could this be effected, but by 
reſtoring that righteouſneſs, which, for a while, our 
firſt parents poſſeſſed; which they ought always to 
have held faft ; but from which they ſo ſoon and fo 
unhappily ſwerved ?—Take the poſition in the right 
ſenſe, and Chriſtianity is, if not entirely, yet very 
nearly as old as the creation. It was comprehended in 
this blefled promiſe, as the ſtamina of the largeſt plants 
are contained in the fubſtance of their reſpective feeds : 
every ſubſequent revelation being no more, than a 
gradual evolution of this grand evangelical principle ; 
Acting like the vegetative powers of nature, which, 
in roving an oak with all its ſpread of branches, only 
expand the tunicles, and fill up the veſſels of the acorn. 
This doctrine ſeems to have been typically taught, 
by the remarkable manner of c/cthing our firſt parents. 
All they could do for their own recovery, was like 
the patched and beggarly mantle of 5g · leave. This 
they relinquiſh, and G OD himſelf furnithes them with 
11. Animals are ſlain, not for food, but /acr:- 
fe ; and the naked criminals are arrayed with the 
ſkins of thoſe ſlaughtered beaſts, The victims figmed 
the expiation of CHRIS T's death; the clothing ty- 
pified the imputation of his righteouſneſs. In perfect 
conformity, perhaps with a reference, to the paſſage 
thus interpreted, the apoſtle juſt now expreſſed him- 
ſelf; even the righteouſneſs of 90 D, which it not only 
made over e a/! believers, as a rich portion; but 
put {| «pon all, as a beautiful garment. Whereby 
#3) Gen. iii, 15. 
I la ſome ſuch ſenſe, I think, our firſt parents muſt under- 
and the promiſe. Otherwiſe it could yield them no ectual 
relief, the diſtrefling ſenſe of their own miſery, and the 


ief, under 

apprehenſion of their poſterity's ruin. 

(a8 9H 1942 r GenoB ar. 

ff} Rom, till. 22. Elz , ENI ara wy rive, lag. alone 
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alone their moral deformity can be covered, and their 
everlaſting confuſion prevented. Milton, it is certain, 
ſpeaking of this memorable tranſaction, conſiders it 
in the ſame ſpiritual ſenfe: © 1 N 

Nor HE thetr outward only with the ſtins 

Of beaſts, but inward nakedneſs (much more = 

Opprobrious ) with his robe of righteouſneſs © 

Arraying, cover'd from bis FATHE R's fight. 

In thy feed, ſays the great FEHOV AH to his fer- 
vant Abraham, ſhall all the nations of the earth be bleſſed *. 
That the ſeed here mentioned is CHRIST, the a- 
poftle + places beyond all doubt. Both ſcripture and 
reaſon declare, that true blefſedneſs muſt neceſſarily in- 
chiade—the pardon of fins, and the favour of GO, 
the ſanctiſication of our ſouls, and the inheritance 
of life eternal. None of which are to be acquired by 
any human performances; but all are to be ſought, 
and all ma found, in the Root and Offspring af 
Abraham, FESUS CHRIST: who is deen moſt 
pertinently ſtyled, THE DESTRE OF ALL NA- 
TIONS tf: the actual defire of every enlightened 
nation; and the implicit deſire of all nations whatever : 
becauſe all, without any exception, covet, what is to 
be derived only from FESUS CHRIST the Righ- 
teous, real happineſs. mY | | | 

The patriarchal age, and the legal economy, bore 
their teſtimony to this truth, by typical perſons, em- 
blematical miracles, and figurative uſages. Indeed, 
the whole ceremonial ſervice was a 2 ſeries of 
types, repreſenting CARIST and his evertaſting 
righteouſneſs. In all which this was the unanimous 
though ſilent language; Behold the LAMB of GOD, 
| Gen. xxii. 18. r 

+ Sce St Pauls comment upon this invaluable promiſe, Cal. 


Mm. 8. Ge. This commentator, we all allow, was guided by the 
SPIRIT, aed knew the mind of GOD, enen. to his ex- 


poſition of the text, it is pregnant with the doctrine of juſtifi- 
cation by faith, and contains an abridgment of the goſp ah | 
7 Hag. ii. 7. | 


that 
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that taketh away the ſin of the world. Theſe I thall not 
ſtay to diſcuſs, becauſe proofs of a more explicit and 
politive nature wait for our conſideration, Only I 
would juſt make a tranſient obſervation, relating to 
one very remarkable conſtitution in the Jetoiſb ritual. 
The high. prieſt had, on the front of his mitre, a 
plate of pare gold, engraven with that venerable mot- 
| to *, HolIN ESS TO THE LORD; which was al- 
| ways to be on his forehead, when he performed the 
| ſolemn miniſtrations of the ſanctuary ; and for this 
important reaſon, that the people might be. accepted be- 
f fore the LORD f. Did not this molt clearly forcſhew 
f the immaculate holineſs of our great HIGH PRIEST? 
and with equal clearneſs imply, that Vis holineſs 
| ſhould procure acceptance for all his followers ? 
i In the book of Fob, we have ſeveral hints af this 
| truth, and one paſſage very expreſs to our purpoſe.— 
Elthu deſcribes an unconverted perſon, under the 
chaſtiſing hand of Providence. Whoſe {;fe, through 
the. extremity of his diſeaſe, drew near to the grave; 
and his foul, through the multitude of his iniquities, 
g was ready to become a prey to the deſtroyers. In this 
| deplorable condition, if there be preſent with him, the 
| MESSENGER of the covenant of peace; that 
great INTERPRETER | of the divine counſels, 


who, for his ſuperexcellent wiſdom, is. juſtly deemed | 


I © _ -* Exod. xxviii. 36. 37: I Exod. xxviii. 38. 
i It See Job xxxiii. 22. &6—CHRIST is called n The 
angel of the divine preſence, If. Ixiii, 9g. The — 2 of the 
3 covenant, Mal. iii. 1.—He is alfo, in the moſt unlimited ſenſe 
| of the phraſe, YM The Interpreter of the divine counſels: he, 
to whom the FAT HEK hath given the tongue of the learned, 
and by whom he makes, known the otherwiſe unſearchahle 


4 


| myſteries of the golpel.- hould any doubt remain concerning 
i the propriety of applying this paſſage to our LORD FESUS 
CHRIST, the reader, I hope, will give himſelf the pleaſure 
f of peruſing the polite Mitſius, econ, lib. IV. cap. iii, $ xxxi. 
[ and Dr Grey's valuable notes upon the place, in his Liber Jobi. 
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one a thouſand, or rather the chiefeſt among ten 
thouſand : if he, by his enlightening SPIRIT, vouch- 
ſafe to ſhew unto the afflicted man his on perfect righ- 
teouſneſs; that moſt meritorious upreghtneſs, an which 
alone a ſinner may depend, both for temporal and e- 
ternal ſalvation : then the poor diſtreſſed creature, at- 
tentive to this inſtruction, and applying this righteouſ- 
neſs, is made partaker of pardon. GO D, the ſovereign 
LORD of life and death, is gractous unto him; and 
ſaith, in-the . of his ſtrength, as well as in the 
multitude of his mercies, Deliver him from going down 
into the pit of corruption, as a pledge of his 
ance from the pit ot perdition. For I have found 4 
ranſom, ſuſſicient to ſatisfy my juſtice. I have recei- 
ved an atonement, in behalf ot this once obnoxious, 
now reconciled tranſgreſſor. | | 
But why do I ſelect one particular paragraph? It 
ſeems to be the main deſign of the who/e book, to o- 
verthrow all pretenſions of any juſtifying righteouſ- 
neſs in _ * nes wretched mer nay, that — 
eateſt ſaint, ſtript of eve rſonal plea, may rel 
en the merits of a REDEEM ER, Thiel the 
final iſſue of all thoſe warm debates, which paſs be- 
tween the afflicted hero and his cenſorious friends. 
This is the grand reſult of Elihu's calm reaſoning, and 
of G0 D almighty's awful interrogatories. The ap- 
parent centre this *, in which all the lines terminate; 
juſtly therefore to be conſidered, as the principal ſcope 
of . whole work, „ N. erer 
I muſt not omit an excellent obſervation, which 1 
find in ſome critical and explanatory,netes on the lait 
words of David. The judicious author proving, that 
this ſong relates to CHRIST ; that it diſplays the 
dignity of our REDEEMER; under the character 
of The KING, and The FUST ONE ; adds, as an 
explication of the laſt amiable and glorious title.— 
8011. -  * See J xlii. 6: | 
+ By Dr Grey, Sce 2 Sam, Xii. 1. Kc. 
O Our 
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Our LORD FESUS CHRIST is fo called; 
not ſo. much for having fulfilled all righteouſneſs, in 
* his own perſon, and performed an unſinning obe- 
« dience to the will of G O D, as becauſe, by his 
« righteouſneſs imputed to us, we alſo upon the terms * 
aof the goſpel, are juſtified, or accounted righteous 
before GOD.” ' —- TAME e 

I think we may evidently diſcern the ſame vein of 
evangelical doctrine, running through many of the 


om fin and ignorance, but from every falſe con- 
fidence, and every deceitful refuge. He ſhall bring me 
forth in paths of righteouſneſs, in thoſe paths of impu- 
ted righteouſneſs, which are always adorned with the 
trees of holineſs; are always watered with the foun- 
tains of conſolation ; and always terminate in everlaſt- 
ing reſt, —Some, perhaps, may aſk,' Why I give this 


* That is, freely: or, as the prophet ſpeaks, without money 
and without price. For nothing is requiſite, in order to a par. 
ticipatiou of CHRIST and his benefits, but a conviction of 


our extreme need, and an unfeigned defire to receive them; 


receive them as gifts of pure grace, vouchſafed to the maſ un- 
deferving creatures.— This point, which i ſo intimately con- 
nected with our comfort and hope, the reader may ſce more 
fully ſtated in Dialogue XV. is t 

- + Pal. xxiti. 3. I am ſenſible, the word AIG may Egnity 
to refreſ> or reſtore; may anſwer to the Greek phraſc ani ; 
and denote the comforts of the HOLY. GHOST,—This 
verb may alſo bear the ſame ſignification with the participle 
trucpedac, in our LOR D's exhortation to Peter, when thou art 
converted. Not deſcribing the firſt grand revolution in the 
heart, by which a new determination is giver to the judgment, 
and a new bias to the affections; but expreſſing thoſe ſubiequent 
operations of the Divine SPIRIT, by 


vered from our various relapſes, and healed of our daily in- 
firmities, And I queſtion, whether there is any inſtance, in 
which we more frequently need theſe reſtoring aids, than in 
the caſe of adhering to our REDEEMER's righteouſnefs. So 
prone are we to forget our reſ ing- place! ſo liable to fall from 


ſenſe 


our ſtedfaſtneis in CHRIST! Y 


alms.—He ſhall convert + my foul ; turn re, not only 


LY 
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ſenſe to the paſſage? Why may it not ſignify the 
paths of duty, and the way of our oποn obedience ?— 
Becauſe ſuch effets are here mentioned, as never have 
refalted, and never can reſult, from any duties of our 
own. Theſe are not green paſtures, but a parched and 


blaſted heath. Theſe are not „ill waters, but a trou- - 


bled and diforderly * ſtream. Neither can thefe ſpeak 
peace, or adminiſter comfort, when we paſs through 
the valley and ſhadow of death. To yield theſe bleſſ- 
ings,” is the exalted office of CARIST, and the ſole 
prerogative of his obedience p 

Admitting, that this obedience is of ſovereign advan- 
tage, during the years of life, and in the hour of 
death; it may ſtill occur to the ſerous and inquiſitive 
mind, what will be our ſafeguard, after the great 
change? When the ſoul departs, and our place on 
earth knows us no more; when the body revives, and 


we ſhall all ſtand before the judgment-ſeat ; what will 


then avail us? The ſame righteouſneſs of our divine 
LORD. This, if I miſtake not, is diſplayed in the 
verynextpſalm: which begins witha ſolicitous inquiry; 
ſubjoins a ſatisfactory anſwer; and cloſes witha molt per- 
tinent but rapturous apoſtrophe.—This is the inquiry, 
IW ho ſhall aſcend into the hill of the LORD or who jhall 
riſe up in his holy place This is the anſwer ; Even he 
that bath clean hands, and @ pure heart F He ſhall re- 

* Blaſted, diſorderly—Let not theſe words grate on the ear; 
or, if they grate on the ear, let them humble the heart. What 
were Jab's duties? Zealous and exemplary ; practiſed from his 
veryyouth'; and neither excelled nor equalled by any perſon on 
carth. Let theſe, in point of juſtification, - were not a whit 
better than 4/paſeo repreſents. Let us hear the laſt words of 
this matchleſs (aint, I abhor my/elf, and repent in duſt and aſhes. 
From this confeffion we learn, that, with all his furniture of 
perſonal obedience, he had juſt enough to be aſhamed, confound- 
ed, undone. 

+ P/al. xxiv. 4. Who hath clean hands and a pure heart; 
he only, whoſe heart is ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, hy the 


precious blood of CHRIST; and who li: e; by faith in the +. 


SON of GOD, Heb. x. 22. Gal. ut. 20. 
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ceive * the bleſſing of plenary remiffion from the LO RD, 
and righteouſneſs 265 from the GOD of his ſalvamon: 
even that perfect righteouſneſs, which is not 

dy man, but beſtowed by JEH OV AH: which is 
not performed by the faint, but received by the ſinner: 
which is the only ſolid baſis, to ſupport our hopes of 
happineſs ; the only valid plea, for an admiſſion into 
the manſions. of joy. Then follows the apoſtrophe. 
The prophet foreſees the aſcenſion of CHRIST and” 
his ſaints into the kingdom of heaven. He fees his 
L O R D: marchingat the head of the. redeemed world, 
and n to regions of honour and joy. 
Suitably to 2 view, and in a moſt beautiful — 
of poetry, he addreſſes himſelf to the heavenly 
tals ; Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lt mn i wp 
everlaſting 2 and the King of glory, witli all 


of his grace and righteouſneſs, * hall make their tri- 


umphant entry; Hull enter in, and go out no more. 
Having ſhewn the powerful and extenſive —— 


of our REDEEME R's righteouſneſs; its efficacy 
in this world to juſtify, in the other world ro glorify 
well may the ſweet finger of /rael profeſs his ſupreme 
value for it, and entire dependence on it. I wilt go 
forth in the ſire 1 of the LORD. D, and wll 
— mention of thy righteouſneſs only f. As though be 
had ſaid, I will 83 to no other righteouineſs, 
for the conſolation of my ſoul. I will plead no other 
righteouſneſs, for the recommendation of my perſon. 
F will fly to no other righteouſneſs, for my anal ac- 
ceptance, and endleſs felicity.— This is that raiment 1 
nezdle-work and claathing of org? gold | , in whic 
* The words of the apoſtle, „ Ae rw Saptze Tos StxeuerumG» 
are almoſt a literal tranſlation. 8 ation, of 


eee Few -U7 Rom. v. 17. Pa. xxiv, 95 


+ Pfal. Ixxi. 6. There is, in the Hebrew original, and in 
the new. tranſlation, a very.cmphatical repetitiom; v hich adds 
weight to the ſentiment, and demands a peculiar attention from 
the xeader: Thy righteouſye/s, cv-n thine only. 

$ Hal. . 13. 3 
f Cc 
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the King's daughter is introduced to HIM, © who 
« fitteth in the heavens over all.” This is that gar- 
ment for glory and for beauty *, which clothed our great 
HIGHPRIES I; and deſcending to his very feet +, 
clothes and adorns the loweſt members of his myſtical 
body. 

Recollecting all the foregoing particulars, juſtly and 
on the malt rational ground, does our royal author 
declare, Bleſſed are the people, that know the joyful 
ſound : they ſhall walk, O LORD, in the * of thy 
countenance. In thy name ſhall they rejcice all the day; 
and in thy righteouſneſs ſhall they be exalted .- They 
are truly bleſſed, they alone are happy, who #now the 
Joyful ſound of the goſpel; not only receive it with 
their ears, but admit it into their very hearts; fo as 
to partake of the ſacred peace, and ſpiritual liberty, 
which it proclaims.—They ſball walk in the light of thy 
countenance ; they ſhall enjoy ſuck communications of 
thy. grace, and ſuch manifeſtations of thy love, as will 
confftute the ſerenity and ſunſhine of their ſouls.— In 
thy. name, O LORD FESUS CHRIST, in thy 


glorious perſon, and thy infinite merit, Hall they 


rejoice : and not occaſionally, but habitually ; not 
barely at ſome diſtinguiſhed intervals, but all the day. 
Their joy ſhall be as laſting, as it is ſubſtantial —4z4 
in thy righteouſneſs ſhall they be exalted, ſet above the 
tantalizing power of temporal things ; placed beyond 
the ſlaviſh fear of the laſt enemy; and raiſed, when 
time ſhall be no more, to a ſtate of celeſtial glory, and 
confummate bliſs. - 

How thoroughly evangelical is this ſeraphic writer? 
He has joy, he has bleſſedneſs, and he looks for ever- 
laſting exaltation: yet not from his faith, his repent- 
ance, and his own ſincere obedience. According to 


* Exod. xxviii. 31. Notabat, ſays Wirstvs upon the place, 
illad pallinm juftitis, quo indutus eff, et ſurs induit CHRISTUS, 
+ Rev. i. 13. t Pſal. hxxxix. 15. 16. 
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this, which is the modern ſcheme. faith, inſtead of re- 
ceiving, would ſupplant the LORD FESUS; re- 
pentance, inſtead of being the gift of CHRIST, 
would become his r:wval ; and fincere obedience, which 
is for the praiſe and glory of GOD, would eclip/e 
and impoveriſd his grace. But David adopts no ſuch 
ſentMments. David maintains no fuch doctrine. This 
is the invariable language of his heart, 4% my ſprings 
of hope, of truit, and conſolation, O thou adored 
EMMANUEL, are in thee &. 

This ſenſe is the lefs precarious, I had almoſt ſaid 
the more certain, as it exactly correſponds with the 
analogy of faith, and coincides with the expreſs de- 
clarations of other ſcriptures. —[/aiah is ſtyled the evan- 
geliſt of the Jewiſh church; becauſe more frequently 
than any of the prophets he celebrates, and more co- 
piouſly explains, this and other peculiarities of the 
goſpel.—In the very firſt chapter, he preaches theſe 
glad tidings: Zion ſhall be redeemed with judgment, 
and her converts with righteouſneſs. Zion, the goſpel- 
church, compoſed. of fallen creatures, ſometime diſo- 
bedient to their GO D, and inflaved to Satan, ſhall 
be redzemed : redeemed, not with corruptible things, 
filver and gold, but by ſevere judgments executed on 
their glorious HE A D, and gracious RE PRE- 
SENTATIVE: and not by theſe only, but by 
righteouſneſs alſo; by the perfect and moſt merito- 
rious rightcouſneſs of the fame divinely-excellent 
PERSON +4. | | 

Our ſacred author bears his teſtimony, with warm- 
er zeal and brighter evidence, as he proceeds in his in- 
comparable diſcourſes. 8 Hall one ſay, (or, as it 
may be rendered, only) in the LORD have I righ- 
teauſneſs and ſtrength J. Pleaſe to obſerve, Theron ; it 


* Plal. Ixxxvii. 7. 
+. Hanc redemptianem docet SPIRITUS SANCTUS 
habere nos in vbedientia et ſarguiie FESU CHRISTI, Iſ. i. 
27. VITRiSG. in loc. + If. xlv. 242t1 
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is not ſaid, in my own works, in my own repentance, 
no, nor in my own faith, but in the LORD FESUS 
have I righteouſneſs :—righteouſnels for juſtification, 
and ſtrength for ſanctification: an imputed righteoul- 
nels, to procure my acceptance; an imparted ſtrength, 
to produce my holineſs: the firit conſtituting my title 
to the everlaſting inheritance; the laſt forming my 
perſonal preparation for its enjoyment.—Surely, which 
expreſſes a firm perſuaſion, and an unſhaken aftiance. 
Only, which denotes an utter renunciation of all other 
confidence, and excludes every other ground of hope. 
Wray r en *, the original is in the plural num- 
ber: which ſcems to be uſed, not without an impor- 
tant deſign; to enlarge the OS of the word, 
and make it correſpond with the richneſs of the bleſ- 
ſing: fo that it may _ the fulneſs and ſuperemj- 
nent excellency of this gift of grace; as comprehend- 
ing whatever +, either of ſuffering or of obedience, is 
requiſite to the juſtihcation of ſinners.AInſomuch that 
inthe LORD FESUS CHRIST, and his all-per- 
tet righteouſneſs, the ſeed of Iſrael ſball not only be 
juſtified, but rejoice ; and not only confide, but gory f. 
What he had juſt now aſſerted, he exemplifies in his 
own, and in the perſon of every true behever. I will 


greatly rejoice in the LORD, my foul ball be joyful in 


my GOD; far he hath clothed me with the garments of 
ſalvation, he hath covered me with the robe f rig hteouſ- 
er. True believers are compared, in one of our 


Y parallel to which, both in conſtruction and figniti- 
cation, is the phraſe uſed by St John, d, Rey, xix. 8. 
The fine linen is the righteouſneſs (properly the righteouſneſſes) 
of the ſaints. 

+ Vult dicere fgropheta, in FEHOVAH & 1D pR0O- 
PTER QUO p peccator reſepiſcens et credens, a peccatis abſolvi, 
ct jure ad benedictionem cœleſtem donari queat ac debeat : c 
ilud FEHOV # proprium; ab iſe quarendum ; quod extra 
i ſum non invenitur. VITRING. 

1 II. xlv. 25. [| If. Ii. 10. 
E 3 
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ſacred ccloguex, to a 3 of horſes in Pharaoh's cha- 
riet * ; to krſes, than w ich no animal is more ſtatel 
and gracefu! ; to Fgyftian horſes, which were the be 
and complet ſt then in the world; to thoſe in Pharas/'s 
chariot, which, doubtleſs, were a choice ſet, ſelected 
from thouſands, and fineſt where all were fine. Here, 
methinks, I ſec the compariſon realized. Chriſtians, 
endued with ſuch a ſpirit as breathes in this animated 
text, are like a collection of thoſe gallant and majeſtic 
ſteeds ; not deſtined to low drudgery, but appointed 
to run in the royal chariot ; all lite full of fire; 
champing the bit, and eager for the chace. Nothin 
can more beautifully deſcribe a ſtate of cxultation bs 
ardour, than the preceding ſimilitude, or the following 
words, I will rejoice ; I will greatly rejoice ; my very 
foul, and all that is within me, Hall be joyful in my 
GOD. Wherefore ? Becauſe he has clothed me, undone 
ſinner as I am, wilh the garments of ſalvation : becauſe 
he hath covered me, defective as all my ſervices are, with 
the robe of righteouſneſs : A robe, which hides every fin, 
that in thought, word, or deed, I have committed: a 
robe, which ſcreens from the {word of juſtice, the curſe 
of the law, and all the vengeance my iniquities have de- 
ſerved: arobe,which adorns and dignifies my foul; ren- 
ders it fairer than the moon, clear as the ſun, and mect 
for the inheritance of ſaintꝭ in light. 

Having repreſented this righteouſneſs, in a variety of 
grand and charming views,—the prophet farther cha- 
racterizes it, as the unalterable and newer: failing origin 
of our juſtification and happineſs. This he diſplays by 
a train of images, bold and ſublime to the laſt degree. 
Lift up your eyes to'the heavens, and lack upon the earth 
beneath : for the heavens ſhall vaniſh away like ſmoke, 
and the earth ſhall wax old like a garment ; but my ſal- 
vation ſhall be for ever, and my righteouſneſs ſhall not be 
aboliſhed 4.—Obſerve the vaſt dimenſions, and the firm 
foundations, both of the upper and the lower world. 

Cant. i. 9. | + II. li. 6. 
How 
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How ſtrong, how ſtedfaſt, they all appear! Yet theſr, 
indiſſoluble as they may ſeem, ſhall periſh.—This ma- 
jeitic globe, on which mountains rite and oceans roll, 
Mall loſe its beautiful gloſs; and be laid afide, Hke a 
decayed uſeleſs garment. Even that more majeſtic 
concave, in which ftars are fixed, and planets revolve, 
ſhall be deprived of its very faperior luſtre; and va- 
niſh away, like the diſſolving ſmoke. Whereas my ſul- 
vation, with all the ſpiritual and heavenly bleſſings in- 
cluded in it, ſhal Aba and flouriſh for ever. Ard 
my righteeuſneſs, which is the meritorious cauſe of all, 
all be an immoveable foundation for repoſe and hap- 
pineſs.— In thort, whether there be moral virtues, 
they ſhall be found wanting ; whether there be Chri- 
{tian graces, thay ſhall prove ineffeQtual; but my con- 
formity 'to the law, and my obedience unto death, 
neither need addition, nor admit of change; they are alt 
[ficient in their merit, and in their virtue everlaſting. 


When day ariſes an our benighted hemiſphere, it 
breaks and ſpreads by a gradual increaſe: forming, 
firſt, the grey twilight; next the hluſhing morn; then 
the ſhining light ; till all is heightened into the blaze 
and glow of noon.— When ſpring reviſits our wintry 
clime, the alſo advances by gentle degrees: firlt, 
ſwells the bud, and protrudes the gem; then, expands 
the leaf, and unfolds the bloſſom; the face of things 
is continually changing for the better; and nature 
Mews herſelf, almoſt every hour, in ſome new ant 
more engaging dreſs.— This leiſurely procefs renders 
the ſtrong oſſu my of the celeſtial orb more ſupport- 

able; and the lovely expanſions of the vegetable crea- 
tion, more obſervable. 

So progreſſive and increaſing are the diſplays of J E- 

US CHRIST, 'exhitated in the fcriptures : whoſe 
appearance is unſpeakably-more delightful to the tout, 
than the emanations of orient light are to the eye, or 
the entertainments of the vernal ſeaſon to dur other 
E 4 ſenſes. 
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ſenſes. —The gloom of fallen Adam was alleviated by a 
ray from this S UN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
—Abraham and the patrizrchs ſaw afar off the bleſſed 
FESUS, as the morning ſpread upon the mountains *, 


he ſalmiſt and the prophets beheld his nearer ap- 


proaches, like the ſun upon the point of riſing.— Io 
the ap ſtles and evangeliſts he aroſe, in perfect luſtre, 
and complete beauty. The grace and the privileges, 
which dawned under other diſpenſations of religion, 
are brought even to meridian /1ght by the goſpel. —This 
I mention, juſt to intimate, what you may expect from 
a following letter. | | 

In the mean time, let us attend to the prophet Da- 
niel. He records a meſſage from heaven, which is 
more clearly deſcriptive of this great evangelical bleſ- 
ſing, than all the foregoing texts. — He had been un- 
der much diſtreſs, and in great perplexity ; afflicted 
for his own, and his countrymens ſins; anxious for 
the welfare of the choſen nation, and the proſperi 
of true religion. When an angel was diſpatched to 
the holy mourner, with this moſt chearing news; 
which, recerved by faith, is the richeſt balm to a 
wounded canſcience, and the only remedy for a guilty 
world: Seventy weeks are determined upon thy peeple, 
and upon thy holy city; to finiſh the tranſgreſſun, and 
make an end of fin; to make reconciliation for iniquity ; 
and to bring in everlaſting righteauſneſs f. This prophecy 
relates to the MESSIAH, It foretels, that, in the 
fulneſs of time, he ſhould fniſb the tranſgreſſiun!; 
reſtrain and ſuppreſs the power of corruption, by pu- 
rifying to himſelf a peculiar people: ihould mate an 
end of fin || ; by ſealing up or ſecreting its guilt, and 
totally . aboliſhing its condemning power : ſhould 
make reconciliation: for iniquity, by ſuſtaining the ven- 
geance due to ſinners, and fully ſatisfying the divine 
juſtice for all their offences ;—ſhould not barely pu- 


9 Jocl ii. 2.. 4 Dan. ix. 24. 1 N71 SM 
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liſh, but accompliſh and bring in a righteouſneſs ; that 
it may be preſented both to GOD and man; to GOD, 


1 


for the reparation uf his violated law; to man, for 
the juſtification of his obnoxious perſon :—That this 


:ighteouſneſs ihould be ever/aſting ; not fuch as may 


he compared to the morning-cloud,- which paſſeth a- 


way; or to the carly dew, which is ſoon dried up; 


but ſuch as will outlaſt the hills, on which the latter 
ſhines; and outlaſt the Kies, through which the former 
fails : A righteouſneſs, whoſe merits extend to every 
period and every action of our lives; and when once 


made ours by imputation, remains and will remain 


aur unalienable property.—To this all the ſaints, who, 


in ancient generations, pleaſed G O D, owe their ac- 
ceptance on this, all the children of men, who, in 


future ages, hope for his mercy, mult rely; by this 


the whole aſſembly of the blefled will be invariably 
and eternally precious in his ſight. Exalted character 
Can it be applicable to any ine leſs, than the righ- 
teouſneſs of the incarnate G0 D? Surely none can 
imagine, that Daniel would ſpeak in fuch a magmficent 
ſtrain of any human righteouſneſs ; ſince, in this very 


chapter, he profeſſedly depretiates himſelf, his felow- 


{aints, and all human performances whatever. 

I forgot, in the proper place, ta conſult the pro- 
phet Jeremiah. Let us now refer ourſelves to his de- 
termination. Celebrating the SAVIOUR of Ju- 
dah and Iſrael, he ſays, This is his name, whereby le 


hall be called, The LORDOURRIGHTEOUS- 


NESS: A determination, ſo clear and ſatisfactory, as 
not to leave, one would almoſt conclude, any room 
for appeal. Should the ſenſe of the paſlage bequeſtion- 


NY I think, muſt ſignify more than to publiſh or preach. 
Had this been all that the angel was commiſſioned to declare, 
"way or 43379 would probably have been uſed.—The word 


implies ſuch a bringing in (the original is the ſame) as when” 


Abel brought his ſacrifice to the altar, for the divine 'accept- 

ance ; and Eſau brought his veniſon into the chamber, for his 

father's uſe, Gen. iv. 4. xxvii. 31. | 
ellas: ed, 


; 


| 
| 
| 
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ed, I think, there cannot be a more authentic expli- 
cation, than the preceding extracts from [/aiah and 
Daniel. And having the unanimous atteſtation of 
two infpired penmen, we may venture to abide by ſuch 
authority, even in oppolition to ſome reſpectable 
names. In the verſe immediately foregoing, the e/- 
ſential holineſs of the REDEEMER is diſplayed, 
under the character of the RIGHTEOUS 
BRAN CHx-The ſanctity, which he will impart to 
his ſubjects, is intimated by his executing judgment and 
juſtice in the earth. -In the clauſe we have quoted, 
his imputed righteouſneſs is foretold and promiſed. 
Thus the ſeveral fentences are diſtinct; the deſcrip- 
tion of the SAVIOUR is complete ; and he appears 

ectly ſuited to the exigencies of a wretched world; 
in their worſt eſtate, enſlaved to Satan, and in their 
beſt, falling ſhort of the glory of GO D. — This there- 
fore I take to be the grand and extenſſve meaning of 
the prophet ; not barely, the'rightebus LORD; not 
barely, the LORD who infuſes righteouſneſs into 
{ſinful fouls ; but the incatnate JEFhO V AH *, whoſe 
mediatorial righteouſnefs is, by an act of gracious im- 


putation, ours, — to all the intents of juſtification and 


falvation ; ours, — as much ours for theſe bleſſed purpb- 
ſes, as if we had wrought it out, each in his on per - 
ſon = 1 , ; ” 
Foreſeeing 
Fer. xxiii. 5. 6. In theſe golden, infinitely:better than 
golden verſes, are characterized the divine and the human na- 
tures of CHRIST together with his mediatorial office. The 
divine nature; in that he enjoys the honours of the G0 D- 
HE A D, and poſſeſſes the inconmunicable'ndirfe JEHOVAH. 
— The human nature; in that he was to be raiſed up unto David, 
and ſpring as a brunch from his root. Thie mediatorial office; 
— that he is the righteoiſneſt of his people, and the ſalvation 
finners. _ 
+ Witfus, ſpeaking of the 'mediatorial' righreoufnefs, lras 
written in Latin, what Aſpaſio expreſſes in Engliſh ; Per illam 


chedientiam tota multitudo illorum, gui ad ipfum pertinent, juſti 


conſlituuntur ; 
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Foreſeeing and contemplating theſe bleſſings, my 
enraptured Zechariah cries out, Reyoice greatly, O 
daughter of Zion; ſbout, O daughter of Jeruſalem ; be- 
hold, thy Ring cometh unto thee: he is juſt, and ha- 
vin g ſalvation, lowly and riding upon an afs, and upon a 
colt the foal of an aſs *.— He addrefles himſelf to Zion 
arid Feruſalem, to the eccleſiaſtical and civil communi- 

Perſons of all ranks and of every character, are. 
exhorted to rejorce ; to rejoice greatly ; nay, to expreſs 
the joy of their heart, by loud Hallelwjahs, and tri- 
umphant exclamations—What is the cauſe of this 
neral delight? what can fill both church and ſtate 
with ſuch high ſatisfaction? Thy King cometh unto 
thee ; even that glorious KING, who rules in hea- 
ven, and rules in the heart; whoſe ſervice is freedom, 
and whoſe laws are love.—He is juſt ; divinely righ- 
teous in his nature, and he cometh to fulfil all righ- 
teouſneſs in thy ſtead. Having ſalvation; hereby pro- 
curing falvation for his peo «Lo deliverance from {in, 
from death and hell; Ag every. evil thou deſerveſt, 
and from every miſery thou feareſt. That none may 
be difcourag el av fd none deterred, from applying to 
this PRIN CE of peace, he is, amidſt all the honours. 
of his ſovereignty, /owly ; does not abhor the baſeit, 
will not deſpiſe the . to the poor his goſpel is 
preached, and for the guilty his benefits are intended. 
As an emblem, as a proof, of this moſt amiable and 
enemas, J goodnefs, he will ride; not like the 
conquerors of old, in a triumphal chariot, or on a 
richly-capariſoned Reed; but upon the moſt mean and 
deſpicable of all animals, an %; nay. what is ſtill 
more deſpicable, on 4 rude undiſciplined colt, the 


wayward foal of an 'afs f. And 


conſtituuntur ; id ef, cenſentur jus habere ad æternam vitam, 
non minus quam i quilibet eorum in e perſona illam obedi- 
entiam praftitiſſet. Lib. II. cap. v 
* Zech. ix. 
+ Becauſe ſome profane ſcoffers Rave preſumed to ali 


* 
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And now, — ſince my Theron confeſſes himſelf to be 
miſerable, and poor, and naked : ſince the eyes of his 
underſtanding are enlightened, to ice the impurity of 


this very remarkable incident of our LORD's life, ſome inter- 
preters of note have endeavoured to reſcue it from their abuſive 
attempts, by ubſerviag, —* That the eoftern aſſes are much 
larger and more graceful than ours; that patriarchs and 

*« judges thought ir no diſgrace to ride upon them.” is 
This obſervation has, I fear, more of falſe delicacy, than of 
real truth, or Chriſtian: ſimplicity. In the patriarchal ages, I 
acknowledge, perſons of high diſtinction thought it no diſ- 
honour, in their journeys and proceſſions, to appear on this 
animal. But I very much queſtion, whether the ſame faihion 
ſablilted, or the fame way of thinking prevailed, in the reign 
of Tiberius Cæſar. See Jam. iii. 3.—Nay, I am ſtrongly in- 
ctined ro ſuſpect, that this plain primitive cuſtom was ſuperſe- 
ded, even in the days of Zechariah. For long betore this time 
I find, that Selomon had four thuuſand fialis of horſes for his 
charioti, and twelve thouſand horſemen ; and that horſes were 
brought to him out of Egypt, and divers other countries, 1 Kings 
iv. 26. x. 28. 29. From this period, it is probable, none br: 
the poor and inferior fort of people rode upon afles. -Whea 
Jfaiah propheſied, the land was full of horſes, If. ii. 7. Under 
the Perſian monarchy, when Zechariah flouriſhed, horſes were 
in ſtill greater repute. Well therefore might the propher ſay, 
with wonder and delight, —/{:wly and riding uten an a! 

Was it a mean attitude? exceedingly, nican? mean even to 
contempt ?. I make no ſcruple to grant it: nay, I make my 
boaſt of it! It is for the honour of my LORD's condeſcenſion; 
it is for the utter confuſion of all worldly pomp and grandeur ; 
and it is for the unſpeakable comfort of my finful foul, —Moſi 
charming humility ! moſt endearing gentleneſs! HE, who z.- 
deth upon the heavens as it were upon an horſe, and maketh tle 
clouds his chariot, to atone for my pride, and to encourage my 
hope, diſdained not, in the days ot his fleth, to ride upon an ais. 

They who would dignify this action, any otherwiſe than from 
its ever-to-be-admired abaſement, ſeem to have forgoten the 
ſtable and the manger. They who are &fended at this circum - 
ſtance, and aſhamed to own their LORD in his deep humi- 
liation, have but very imperfectly learned the apoſtle's leflon ; 
GOD forbid, that I ſhould glory, fave in the croſs of CHRIST 
FESUS wy LORD,” 6 | "hi 
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his heart; the imperfection of his righteouſneſs ;' and 
that he is, in himſelf, a loſt undone Gnner,—what ad- 
vice, chearing and. falutary, ſhall Iſuggeſt? O! let 
him liſtzn to an ADVISER, infinitely more able 
and compaſſionate ; liſten to HIM, who is the A N- 
CIENT OF DAYS, and the WISDOM OF GOD; 
I counſel thee, ſays the bleſſed FESU'S, to buy of me 
gold tried in the fire, that thou mayſt be rich; and white 
raiment, that thou mayft be clothed *—Gold What can 
this denote, but all thoſe ſpiritual treaſures, 'which 
are hid in CHRIST? which are, in meaſure, un- 
ſearchable; in value, ineſtimable; in duration, eternal. 
—Wihite raiment ] Surety this muſt ſignify the righ- 
teouſneſs of our REDEEMER; which is all purity, 
and all perfection; which clothes the ſoul, as a moſt 
ſuitable and commodious garment; which covers 
every deformity and every ſin; and preſents the be- 
liever, free from ſhame, and free from blemiſh, before 
the throne of the MAI ES TW in the heavens. 

This, to uſe the delicate language, and amiable 
images of Haiab, this doctrine, embraced by a reali- 


zing faith, is the only pillow of reſt, uberewith qe may 


cauſe the weary and heavy-laden foul to find repeſe; and 
this is the ſovereign cordial, prepared by infinite mer. 
cy, for the refre/oment of anxious and deſponding tranſ- 

ors. O! let us not be in the number of thoſe 
proud and refractory creatures, who, though they in- 
finitely needed, yet would not hear + the gracious news, 
nor receive the unſpeakable benefit. — In this 4 
and in this moſt eminently, 1s that other ſaying of the 
fame ſublime teacher, true; The LORD of beſts: ſhall 
be for a crown. of glary, and for @ diadem of beauty, 0 
the reſidue of his people 1. Shall we tear from our tem- 

les, or reject with diſdain this unfading and heaven - 

ly ornament, in order to ſubſtitute a mean and tawdry 
chaplet of our own. 


Let me add, a pertinent paſſage from one of our ce- 
* Rev.ii, 18, | f II. Xii. 12. f I. .xxvitics. 


Nn . 
lebrated 
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lebrated dramatic writers; which, if proper in his 
ſenſe, will be incomparably more ſo, according to our 
manner of 5 oven cd 


It were contemni Ag, 
"With i impiaus lr ſuffictent arrogance, 

Wit bounty of our GOD, not to accept, 
M4 th every £57 of bonour, fuch a gift. 


ecd to urge this expoſtulation of the 
port, = as I i Mehl eaſily om multiphed my quotations 
rom holy 575 But, ſtudious of brevity, I leave 
both, a1! Be farther enlargement, to your own me- 
ditation. Yet, more ſtudious of my friend's N neſs, 
I cannot conclude without wiſhin him an PAS „ A 
clear and cſtabliſhed intereſt, in this everlaſting righ- 
teouſneſs of CHRIST. For 1o, and fo only, can he 
have everlaſting 1 and good hope throu = grace, — 
I am, my 1 Veron, 
Inviolably yours, 


AsSPASIO. 


P. S. Oppolite to the room in which I write, is a 
moſt agreeable proſpect of the gardens and the fields; 
theſe covered with herbage, and loaded with corn; 
thoſe adorned with flowers, and abounding with eſcu- 
lents : all appearing with fo florid and ſo beautiful an 
that they really ſeem, in Ay ro the 
almſ?s deſcription, even to laugh and ſing. — Let me 
juſt obſerve, that all theſe fine Ree? theſe rich 
productions fprung,—from what? From the diſelulion 
of the reſpective ſeeds. The ſeeds planted by the 
. and the grain ſowed by 2 buſpandman, 
periſhed in the 2 and then the copics in- 
creaſe aroſe. 
Much in the ſame manner, a true faith in CHR 1ST 
and his righteouſneſs aniſes—from what? From the 
ruins of ſelf-ſufticiency, and the death of perſonal ex- 
Fey: Let me therefore entreat my Theron, _ 
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take the diary for bis counſellor; ſtill to keep an cye 
on the depravity of his nature, and the miſcarriages 
of his life. The more clearly we ſee, the more deeply 


we feel, our guilt and our miſery, the more highly 


ſhall we value the obedience of our bleſſed SURETY. 
e In ſuch a heart, faith will flouriſh as a roſe, and 
lift up its head like a cedar in Lebanan. To ſuch a 
ſoul, the great REDEEMER's righteouſneſs will be 
welcome, as waters to the thirſty fol, or as rivers in 
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Dear THEROx, 


Al me leave to relate an_ancommon accident, 
which happened a little while ago in this neigh- 
dourbhood, and of which 1 8 was a ſpectator— 
The day was the Sabbath; 
divine worſhip, was the ſcene of this remarkable affair. 
A boy came running. into. the church, breathleſs 
and trembling, He told, but in a low voice, thoſe 
who ſtood near, that a preſs- $20 * was advancing to 
beſiege the doors, and arreſt the failors.—-4z alarm 
was immediately taken. The ſeamen, with much hur- 
ry, and no ſmall anxiety, began to ſhift for them- 
ſelves. The reſt of the congregation, perceiving an 


* The reader, it is hoped, will excuſe whatever may appear 
bw, or ſavour of the plebeian, in any of theſe circumſtances. 
If Aſpaſio had ſet himſelf to invent the deſtription of a panic, 
he would probably have formed it upon ſome more raiſed and 
dignified incident. But as this was a real matter of fact, which 
lately happened in one of our ſca · port towns; truth, even in 


a ple in dreſs, may poſſibly be no leſs acceptable than fiftion, . 


=” 
as . 


trich ed vp with the moſt ſp'endid embealti{hmeats. - 
| unuſual 


place appropriated to 
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unuſual ſtir, were ruck with ſurpriſe. A whiſper ot 
inquiry ran from ſeat to ſeat; which increaſed, by de · 
grees, into a confuſed murmur. No one could in- 
form his neighbour; therefore every one was left to 
ſolve the appearance, from the ſuggeſtions of a lin- 
rous imagination. Some ſuſpected, the town was on 
fre. Some were apprehenſive of an invaſion from 
the Spaniards. Others looked up, and looked round, 
to ſee if the walls were not giving way, and the 
roof falling upon their heads. — In à few moments, 
the conſternation became general. The men ſtood 
like ſtatues, in filent amazement, and unavailing per- 
plexity. The women ſhrieked aloud ; fell into fits ; 
tunk to the ground in a ſwoon. Nothing was ſcen, 
but wild diſorder; nothing heard, but tumultuous cla- 
mour,—Drowned' was the Preacher” s voice. Had he 
ſpoke in thunder, his meſſage would ſcarce have been 
regarded. To, have gone on with hi; work, amidſt 
ſuch a prodigious ferment, had been like arguing: wy 
2 whirlwind, or talking to a tempeſt: 

Ibis brought to my mind that great 2 ay 
when the heavens will paſs away; when the carth 
will be diffolved; and all its inhabitants receive their 
final} doom.—1f, at ſuch incidents of very inferior 
dread, © our hearts are ready to fail; what unknown 
and inconceivable aſtoniſhment muſt ſeize the guilty 
conſcience, when the hand of the ALMIGHTY 
ſhall open thoſe unparallelled ſcenes of wonder, deſo- 
lation, and horror hen the trumpet ſhall ſound, —- 
the dead ariſe, the world be in flames, — the JUDGE 
on the throne,—and all mankind at the bar ! 

The trumpet ſhall ſound n ſays the prophetic teacher. 
And how ſtartling, how, ſtupendous the ſummons ! 
Nothing equal to it, nothing like it, was ever heard 
through all the regions of the univerſe, or all the re- 
volutions of time. When conflicting armies have diſ- 
charged the bellowing artillery of war, or Wi Vic- 


1 Cor. xv. 52. 


rio 
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torious armies have ſhouted for joy of the conqueſt, 
the ſeas and ſhores have rung, the mountains and 
plains have echoed; But the ſhout of the archangel, 
and the trump of G OD, will reſound from pole to 
le; will pierce the centre, and ſhake the pillars of 
eaven.— Stronger, ſtranger ſtill! it will penetrate e- 
ven the deepeſt receſſes of the tomb. It will pour its 


amazing thunder into all thoſe abodes of ſilence. The 


dead, the very dead, ſhall hear. ; 
When the trumpet has ſounded, the dead Hall a- 
riſe —In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, the 
graves open, the monumental piles are clett aſunder, 
and the nations under-ground ſtart into day. What 
an immenſe haryeſt of men and women, ſpringing up 
from the caverns of the earth, and the depths of the 
ſea! Stand 2 while, my ſoul, and conſider the wonder- 
ful ſpectacle.— Adam formed in paradiſe, and the babe 
born but yeſterday, the earlieſt ages, and lateſt gene- 
rations, meet upon the ſame level. Fews and Gen- 
tiles, Greeks and Barbarians, people of all climes and 
languages, unite in the promiſcuous throng. Here; 


thoſe vaſt armies, which, like ſwarms of locuſts, co-- 


vered countries; which, with an irreſiſtible ſweep, 
over-run empires; here they all appear, and here they 
all are loſt ; loſt ike the ſmall drop of a bucket, when 
pinnged into the unfathomable and boundleſs ocean: 
— OO! the multitudes! the multitudes! which theſe 
eyes ſhall ſurvey, when GOD calleth the heavens front 
above, and the earth, that he may judge his people. 
What ſhame muſt fluſh the guilty cheek! what an- 
gui wound the polluted breaſt! to have all their 
lthy practices, and infamous tempers, expoſed be- 

fore this innumerable croud of witneſſes Fly, my 
Theron; and fly, my ſoul; inſtantly let us fly, ear- 
neſtly let us fly, to the purifying blood of FESUS ; 
that all our fins may be blotted out; that we may be 
tound unblameable and unreproveable, in the preſence 
of the aſſembled world; and, what is ipfinitely more 
Vox. III. Ne 12. n e 
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to be revered, in the fight of the omnipotent G0 D. 
When the ſwarm iffues, the hive will burn. There 

is no more need of this habitable globe. The elect 
have fought the good fight, and finiſhed their courſe. 
The wicked have been tried, and found incorrigible. 
The important drama is ended: every actor has per- 
formed his part: now therefore the ſcenes are taken 
down, and the ſtage is demoliſhed.— Vo be 7s the earth, 
and to the works thereof! Its ſtreams are turned into 
pitch, its duſt into brimſtone; and the breath of the 
ALMIGHTY, like a torrent of fire, enkindles the 
whole, See! ſee! how the conflagration rages,— 
ſpreads, —prevails over all! The foreſts are in a blaze, 
and the mountains arę wrapt in flame. Cities, king- 
doms, continents, fink in the burning deluge. Len- 
don, Britain, Europe are no more. Ihrough all the 
receptacles of water, through all the tracts of land, 
through the whole extent of air, nothing is diſcern- 
able, but one vaſt, prodigious, fiery rum.—Where 
now are the treaſures of the covetous ? where the poſ- 
Seſſions of the mighty? where the delights of the vo- 
luptuary ?—How wiſe, how happy are they, whoſe 
portion is lodged in heavenly manſions ! Their inhe- 
ritance is incorruptible and undefiled ; ſuch as the laſt 
fire cannot reach, nor the diſſolution of nature impair. 
But ſee! the azure vault cleaves; the expanſe of 
heaven is rolled back like a ſcroll; and the JUDGE, 
the JUDGE appears! He cometh, cnes a mighty ſe- 
Taph, the herald of his approach, he cometh to judge 
the world in righteouſneſs, and miniſter true judgment un- 
to the people /—He cometh, not as formerly, in the 
habit of a ſervant, but clad with uncreated glory, and 
magnificently attended with the armies of heaven. 
Angels. and archangels ſtand before him, and ten 
thouſand times ten thonfand of thoſe celeſtial ſpirits 
miniſter unto him.—Behold him, ye faithful follow- 
ers of the LAMB; and wonder and love. This 1s 
HE, who bore all your” iniquities on the . 
* CTOLS- 


* 
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croſs. This is H E, who falfilled all righteouſneſs for 
the juſtiſication of your perions. — Behold him, ye 
deſpiſers of his grace; and wonder and periſh. This 
is HE, whoſe mercitul overtures you have contemn- 
ed, and on whoſe precious blood you have trampled. 
The great white throne *, beyond deſcription auguſt 
and formidable, is erected. The KING of heaven, 
the LORD of glory, takes his feat on the dreadful 
tribunal: Mercy, on his right hand, diſplays the olive- 
branch of peace, and holds forth the'crown of righ- 
teouſneſs. Fuſtice, on his left, pores the impartial 
ſcale, and unſheaths the ſword of vengeance. While 
Miſdem and Holineſs, brighter than ten thouſand funs, 
beam in his divine aſpect. What are all the preceding 
events, to this new ſcene of dignity and awe? The 
peals of thunder, ſounding in the àrchangel's trum- 
pet; the blaze of a burning world, and the ſtrong 
convulſions of expiring nature; the unnumbered my- 
riads of human creatures, ſtarting into inſtantaneous 
exiſtence, and thronging the aſtoniſhed ſkies ; all theſe 
ſeem familiar incidents, compared with the appear- 
ance of the incarnate JEH O V A H.—Amazement, 
more than amazement, is all around. Terror and 
glory unite in their extremes. From the fight of his 
majeſtic eye, from the inſupportable ſplendors of his 
face, the earth itſelf and the very heavens Fee away f. 
— How then? oh ! how ſhall the ungodly han? 
ſtand iu his angry preſence, and draw near to this 
conſuming fire! | 
Let draw near they muſt, and take their trial, — 
their deciſive trial at his righteous” bar. Every action 
comes under examination. For each idle word they 
muſt give account. Not fo much as a ſecret thought 
eſcapes this exact ſcrutiny, —How ſhall the eriminals, 
the impenitent criminals, either conceal their guilt 
or elude the ſentence ? They have to do with a ſagaci- 
ty too keen to be deceived, with a power tos ſtrong 
* Rev: xx. 11. + Rev. xx. 11. 
| - £0 lh to 
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to be reſiſted, and (O! terrible, terrible conſideration) 


with a ſeverity of molt juſt diſpleature, that will never 
relent, zever be entreated more. What ghafily deſpair 
jours on their pale looks | What racking agonies rend 
their diſtracted hearts! The bloody axe and the tor- 
turing wheel, are eaſe, are down, compared with their 
prodigious wo. And (O holy GOD ! wonderful in 


thy doings ! fearful in thy judgments ) even this pro- 


digious wo is the gentieſt of viſitations, compared 
with that indignation and wrath, which are hanging 
over their guilty head, — which are even now falling 
on all the ſons of rebellion,- which will plunge them 
deep in aggravated and endleſs deſtruction. 


And is there a laſt day? and muſt there come 
A ſure, a f d, irrevocable doom ? 


Surely then, to uſe the words of a pious prelate *, it 
ſhould be the main care of our lives and deaths, 
« what ſhall give us peace and acceptation before the 
« dreadful tribunal of GO D. What but righteouſ- 
% neſs? What righteouſneſs or whoſe? Ours or 
*:CHRIST*s!? Ours, in the inherent graces wrought 
„ in us, in the holy works wrought by us? or 


* CHRIST's, in his moſt perfect obedience and 
<< meritorious ſatisfaction, wrought for us, and a 


« plied to us? The Pop:i/b faction is for the former. 


„We Proteſtants are for the latter. GOD is as di- 
rect on our fide, as his word can make him; every 


* where blazoning the defects of our own righteouſ- 


<< neſs, every where extolling the perfect obedience 


„ of our REDEEMER's.” 


- Behold! ſays the everlaſting KING, I lay in Zion, 
for a foundation, a. ſtone ; a tried ſtone ; a precious corner- 
ions; a ſure foundation: HE. THAT BELIEVETH, 


SHALL NOT MAKE HASTE H. As this text contains 
ſo noble a diſplay of our SA.VIO U R's conſummate 


ability for his great work; as it is admirably calcula- 


* Biſhop Hall. | 1 If. xxviiie 16. 
| . ted 
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ted to preſerve the mind from diſtreſſing fears, and to 
ſettle it in a Ready tranquillity; you will give me 
leave to touch it curſorily -with my pen ; juſt as I 
thould deſcant upon it in converſation, was I now ſit- 
ting in one of your agreeable arbours, and enjoying 
your more agreeable, company. 
How beautiful the gradation ! how lively the deſcrip- 
tion! and how very important the practical improve- 
ment! or, I might ſay, the inſcription which is en- 
graven on this wonderful ſtone. - Bebold Intended to 
rouſe and fix our moſt attentive regard. The GOD 
of heaven ſpeaks. He ſpeaks, and every ſyllable 1s 
balm ; every ſentence is rich with conſolation. If 
ever therefore we have ears to hear, let it be to this 
SPEAKER, and on this occaſion. | 
A ſtone. Every thang elſe is ſliding ſand ; is yield- 
ing air; is a breaking bubble. Wealth will prove a vain 
ſhadow ; honour an empty breath; pleaſure a deluſory 
dream; our own righteouſneſs a ſpider's web. If an 
theſe we rely, diſappointment mutt enſue, and ſhame 
be inevitable. Nothing but CHRIST, nothing but 
CHRIST, can ſtably ſupport our ſpiritual intereſts, 
and realize our expectations of true . And, 
bleſſed be the divine goodneſs! he is, for this purpoſe, 
not a ſtone only, but | 
A tried flone. Tried, in the days of his humanity, 
by all the vehemence of temptations, and all the 
weight of afflictions ; yet, like gold from the farnace, 
rendered more ſhining and illuſtrious by the hery - 
ſcrutiny. Tried, under the capacity of a SAVIOUR, 
by millions and millions of depraved, wretched, ruin- 
ed creatures; who have always found him perfedly able, 
and as perfectly willing, to expiate the molt enormous 
guilt, —ta deliver from the moſt inveterate corruptions, 
—and fave, to the very uttermoſt, all that come un- 
to G O D through him, | 8 
A corner. ſtone: which not only ſuſtains, but unites 
the edifice ; incorporating both Fews and Gentiles, 
F 3 believers 
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believers of various languages, and manifold denomi- 
nations, —here in one harmonious bond of brotherly 
love, —hereafter in one common participation of eter- 
nal joy. 

A precious ſtone. More precious than rubies; the 

arl of great price; and the deſire of all nations. 

ecious, with regard to the divine d:gnity of his per- 
ſon, and the unequalled excellency of his mediatorial 
offices. In theſe, and in all reſpects, greater than Jo- 
nab, —wiſer than Solomon, fairer than the children of 
men, —chiefeſt among ten thouſand, —and, to the a- 
wakened ſinner, or enhghtened believer, altogether 
lovely *. 

8 foundation + : ſuch as no preſſure can ſhake : 
| equal, more than equal to every weight; even to fin, 
| the heavieſt load in the world. —7-? Rock of ages ; 
| ſuch as never has failed, never will fail, thoſe humble 
| penitents, who cait their burden upon the LORD 

REDEEMER; who roll all | their guilt, 5 
5 their 


ö Cant. v. 15. + Fundamentum ſundatifſimun, 

N t Noll — This is the exact ſenſe of the ſacred phraſe, IV 
| Ta 1 Pal. xxii. 8. xxxvii. 5. Prov. xvi. 3. I am not ignorant, 
| that ſome people have preſumed to cenſure, and many have 
been hy of uſing, this bold and vigorous metaphor : which 
nevertheleſs appears'to me, of all others the moſt juſt, the 
molt fignificaat, and therefore the moit truly beautiful, 
A burden, that is manageable and comparatively light, we 
| caft, we throw, But that which is, extremely ponderous and 
| 


* 
* 
r 0 


quite unwieldy, we move only by rolling, Accordingly, 
ſtones of an enormous ſize, are called by the oriental writers, 
flones of rolling, Ezra v. 8.—Confider the expreſſion in this 
view, and nothing can repreſent, with greater or with equal 
1 , that prodigious load, which, heavier than the ſand of 
3 che fea, oppreſſes the guilty conſcience.— By ſubſtituting any 
It | other word, we enfeeble and dilute the ſenſe; we loſe the ca- 
| pital and ſtriking idea. 


{ Vain man would be wiſe, Let him not then, for the credit 
| of his ingenuity, adventure to correct the language of omni- 
| ſcience, This, if any thing in nature, is 

1 & 
| 


Pericub{z 
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their whole hopes, on this immoveable baſis.— Or, as 
the words may be rendered, a foundation , a founda- 

tion!“ There is a fine ſpirit of vehemency in the ſen- 

tence, thus underitood. It ſpeaks the language of ex- 

ultation, and expreſles an important diſcovery, That 

which mankind infinitely want; that which multi- 

tudes ſeek, and find not; it is here! it is here! This, 

this is the foundation for their pardon, their peace, 

their eternal felicity. 

Whoſcever believeth, though preſſed with adverſities, 
or ſurrounded by dangers, Mall not make haſte f: but, 
free from tumultuous and perplexing thoughts, pre- 
{ſerved from raſh and precipitate ſteps, he ſhall potſeſs 
his ſoul in patience; knowing the ſufficiency of thoſe 


Periculaſa plenum opus aleæ. 
This will be ſure to difcoyer, not his fine taſte, but his grovel- 
ling apprehenſion, and his rampant pride. To improve, with 
theqainter's bruſh, the glowing colours of the rainbow; to 
heighten, by fuller's ſoap, the luſtre, of the new-fallen ſnows ; 
would be a more modeft attempt, and a much eafier taſk, than 
to make an index expurgatorius, or a table of errata, when. 
the SPIRIT of inſpiration dictates * 200 1:10 
+ Shall nat make haſte, WM RY This metaphorical expreſ- 
fion, though it might be very intelligible to an Hebrew, is, to 
an Engliſh reader, like ſome fine picture placed in a diſaduanta- 
geous light. We may poflibly illuſtrate the prophet's meaning, 
and exemplify his aſſertion, if we compare the conduct of 
Moſes, with that of the 1/raelites, on viewing the fatal cata- 
ſtrophe of Dathan and Abiram.— When the earth trembled un- 
der their feet; when the ground opened its horrid jaws ; when 
the preſumptuous ſinners went down alive into the pit; when 
the tremendous chaſm cloſed upon the ſcreaming wretches ; the 
children of 1{rael, i: is written, fled at the cry of them; fled 
in wild and haſty confuſion; for they /aid, Left the earth fwal- 
lau us up alſo, But Moſes, who denounced the dreadful doom; 
Moſes, who was ſure of the divine protection; Maſes made no 
ſuch precipitate or diſorderly haſte. He ſtood calm and compoſed; 
ſaw the whole alarming tranſaction, without any uneaſy emo- 
tions of fear, or any unneceſſary attempts to efcape. So that 
his behaviour ſeems to be a clear and appoſite comm at o 1 
faiahb's phraſe. See Numb. xvi. * 
| F 4 merits, 
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merits, and the fidclity of that grace, on which he 
has — his conſidence, ſhall quietly and without 
urbation wait for an expected end. And not on- 
y amidſt the perilous or diſaſtrous changes of lite, 
but even in the day of 3 judgment, ſuch 
perſons ſhall ad with boldneſs. — They thall look up 
to the grand ARBRITATOR,—Hok round on all 
the folemnity of his appearance,—look forward to the 
unalterable ſentence,—and neither feel anxiety, nor 
fear damnation. 


Such, in that day of terrors, Mall be ſeen 

To ' face the thunders with a gedlite mien. 

The planets drop : their WH. re fd above : 
The centre ſhakes ; their hearts diſdain to move. 


This portion of ſcripture, which, I hope, will both 
delight — edify my friend, recalls our attention to 
the ſubject of my preſent letter to thoſe propitia- 
tory ſufferings, and that juſtifying righteouſneſs, 
which, imputed to finners, are the ground of their 

comfort, and the bulwark of their ſecurity.ä— And 
what fay the writers of the New Teſſament upon this 
int? they, whoſe underſtandings were opened by 
the WONDERFUL COUNSELLOR)” to 
diſcern the meaning of the ancient oracles ; who 
muſt therefore be the moſt competent judges of their 
true import, and our ſureſt guides in ſettling their 
ſenſe.— Do they patronize our interpretation of the 
prophets ? do 7hey ſet their ſeal to the authenticity of 
our dodrine? 


St Luke, in his eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, has preferved 
this weighty declaration of the NN Me believe, 
that, through the grace of aur LO R D JESUS 
CHRIS T, we hall be ſaved even as they . 
Here the thing i is implied. —St Peter, in the introduc- 
tion to one of his theological epiſtles, thus addreſſes 
his happy correſpondents : To them that have obtained 


Acts xv. 11, 


like 
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like precious faith, in the righteouſneſs * of our GOD and 
SAVIOUR FESUS CHRIST. Here the point 
is expreſsly aſſerted. With equal clearneſs is the doc- 
trine delivered by Matthew the evangeliſt ; Seek ye Frſſt 
the kingdom of G O D and his righteouſneſs f. What can 
the kingdom of GOD mean? An experience of the 
power, and an enjoyment of the privileges of the goſpel. 
What are we to underſtand by hi righteouſneſs ? Sure- 
ly, the righteouſneſs which is worthy of this grand 
appellation, and pecuhar to that bleſſed inſtitution. 
Would we learn, what is the great and diſtinguiſhing 
peculiarity of the goſpel ? St Paul informs us; There- 
in the righteouſneſs of G OD is revealed, from faith to 
ſaith. As this text leads us into the epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans as this epiſtle is, for the propriety of its me- 
thod, as well as for the importance of its doctrine, 
ſingularly excellent, it may not be amiſs to examine 
its ſtructure, and inquire into its deſign. eh ie 
The apoſtle writes to a promiſcuous people; who 
had been converted, partly from Judai/m, partly from 
Gentili/n, His aim i, to ſtrike at the very root of 
their tormer errors reſpectively, to turn them wholly 
to the ſuperabundant grace of G OD, and eſtabli 
them /o/e/y on the all- ſuſſicient merits of CHRIST. 
The Gentiles were, for the moſt part, groſsly igno- 
rant of GO D, and ſtupidly negligent of 4 in- 
tereſts. If any among them had a ſenſe of religion, 
their virtues, they imagined, were meritorious of all 
that the DEIT I could beſtow. If they fell into 
ſin; ſin, they ſuppoſed, might eaſily be obliterated by 


* 2 Pet. i. 1, The phraſe is mw w dm If we retain 
the common tranſlation, it proves another very momentons 
truth: that the righteouſneſs of our GOD, even our S AV- 
OUR FESUS CHRIST, is the one meritoric's procuring 
cauſe of all ſpiritual bleſſings ; of faith, as well as of fruition; 
of grace, as well as of glory. t- 

- + Matth, vi. 33. 


repentance, » 
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repentance, or compenſated by a train of ſacrifices *. 
A few of their judicious fages taught, that the moſt 
prone means of ſecuring the divine favour, was a 
ere reformation of life. | 

The Jetos, it is well known, placed a mighty de- 
2nceon their affinity to Abraham, and the covenant 
made. with their fathers; on their adherence to the 
letter of the moral law, and their ſcrupulous perform- 
ance of ceremonial inſtitutions : — Gentiles and Fewws 
agreeing in this miitake, that they looked for the pardon 
of guilt, and the attainment of happineſs, from ſome 
ſervices done, or ſome qualities acquired by themſelves. 
Againſt theſe errors the zealous apoſtle draws his 
pen. He enters the. liſts like a true champion of 
CHRIST, in the-moſt ſpirited and heroic manner i- 
maginable. I am nat aſbamed of the goſpel of CHRIST: 
for, however it may be deemed fooliſhneſs by the po- 
lite Greeks, or prove a ſtumbling-block. to the carnal 
- Jews, it is the power of GOD unto + ſalvation ; it is 


See Wits Animadverſiones Irenicæ, cap. vii —A choice 
little piece of ps/emica/ divinity, perhaps the very beſt that is 
extant. In which the moit important controveriics are fairly 
ſtated, accurately diſcuſſed, and judiciouſly determined; with 
a perſpicuity of ſenſe, and a ſolidity of reaſoning, exceeded by 
nothing, but the remarkable conciſeneſs, and the {till more re- 
markable candour of the ſentiments. 

The Ozconomia Fœderum, written by the fame hand, is a body 
of divinity ; in its method ſo well digeſted, —in its doctrines ſo 
truly evangelical, —and (what is not very uſual with our ſyſte- 
matic writers) in its language fo refined and elegant, —in its 
manner ſo affectionate and animating, that I would venture to 
recommend it to every young ſtudent in divinity : I would 
not ſcruple to riſk all my reputation upon the merits of this 
performance; and I cannot but lament it, as one of my great- 
eſt loſſes, that I was ns ſooner acquainted with this moſt excel- 
lent author.-—All whoſe works have ſuch a delicacy of com- 
poſition, and ſuch a ſweet ſavour of holineſs, that I know 
not any compariſon more proper to repreſent their true charac- 
ter, than the golden pot which had manna; and was —outward- 
ly, bright with burniſhed gold, —inwardly, rich with heavenly 
= 7 Rom. i. 6, the 
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a 


bleſſed purpoſe, and which he will certainly crown 
with the deſired ſucceſs ——Whence has the goſpel this 
very peculiar power ? Becauſe therein a righteouſneſs 
15 revealed; a true and perfect righteouſneis, which 
obliterates all guilt, and furniſhes a ſolid title to eter- 
nal life —What righteouſneſs is this! The righteouſ- 
neſs not of man, but of GOD; which was promiſed 
by G OD in the ſcriptures ; was introduced by G0 
in the perſon of his SON; and, on account of its 
conſummate excellency, is both acceptable and ayail- 
able-in his fight, 

Tais righteouſneſs is from faith ta faith * ; held forth, 
as it were, by a pramiſing G OD, and apprehended 
by a believiag ſoul : who, firſt, gives a firm aſſent to 
the goſpel ; then, cordially accepts its bleſſings ; from a 
conviction that the dactrine is true, paſſes to a perſua- 
ſion that the privileges are his ow-n.— When this is 
effected, a foundation is laid for all happineſs ; a prin- 
ciple is wrought, to produce all holineſs. 

But why was it requiſite, that ſuch a righteouſneſs 
" Þ ſhould be provided by G OD, and revealed in the 

ſpel !—Becauſe both Gentile and Few neither paſſelled, 
nor could attain, any righteouſneſs of their own ; and 
this righteouſneſs, though ſo abſolutely neceſſary for 
their tallen ſtate, was infinitely remote from all hu- 
man apprehenſions. The latter affertion is ſelf-evi- 
dent. The former is particularly demonſtrated. — 
Firſt, with regard to the Gentiles ; the generality of 
whom were abandoned to the moſt ſcandalous exc - 
and they who had eſcaped the groſſer pollutions, fell 
ſhort in the duties of natural religion.—Next, with 
regard to the Jews ; many of whom lived in open 
violation of the external commandment ; and not one 
of them acted up to the internal purity required by 
the Moſaic precepts, From which premiſes, this con- 
cluſion is deduced ; that each of them had tranfgreſl: 
* Rom. i. 17. 10 
even 
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teven their own rule of action; that all of them were, 
on this account, utterly inexcuſable; therefore by the 
works of the law, whether dictated by reaſon, or deli- 
vered by Moſes, no mortal can be juſtified * in the fight 
of GOD. + | 

Leſt any ſhould imagine, that righteouſneſs may be 
obtained, if not by a conformity to the law of nature, 
or the law of Moſes, yet by an obſervation of evange- 
lical ordinances ; he farther declares, that ſinners are 
juſtified freely, without any regard to their own en- 
dowments ; through the redemption, the complete re- 
demption of FESUS CHRIST}: after ſuch a 
manner, as may lay them low in humiliation, even 
while it exalts them to the kingdom of heaven: after 
ſuch a manner, as may bring life and ſalvation to their 
fouls, while all the glory reverts to G O D the F A- 
THER, and his SON FESUS CHRIST. 


In the proſecution of this very momentous ſubject, 
our ſacred diſputant removes an objection, which is 
as common, as it is plauſible. Do «we mate vcid the law 
through faith? Do we render it a vaia inſtitution ; 
ſuch as never has been, never will be fulfilled ?!=GOD 
forbid! This were a flagrant diſhonour to the divine 
LEGISLATOR and his holy commandments ; 
ſuch as we would abhor, rather than countenance.— 


On the contrary, we eſtabliſh the law f; not only as 


* Rom. iii. 20. There ſeems to be a kind of humbling or 
degrading turn in the apoſtle's language v , which may 
poſſibly be preſerved in the tranſlation, no mortal, —We may 
farther obſerve the very nice and exact manner of the ſacred 
argumentation. Leſt it ſhould be ſaid, and from the authori- 
ty of St James, a man is juſtified by works; our unerring 
writer tacitly allows, that be/ore men this is practicable, before 
men this is proper; but not »rwr avis, not before G 0 D. 

8 1 Rom. iii. 24. — 354.4 

t Rom. iii. 31. An inconteſtable proof, that the apoſtle 
treats of the moral law. | 

we 
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we receive it for a rule of life, but as we expect no 
ſalvation without a proper, without a perfed confor- 
mity to its injunctions. —How can this be effected ? 
By qualifying its ſenſe, and ſoftening it into an eaſier 
ſyſtem? This were to vacate the law; to deprive it 
of its honours ; and hinder it from attaining the due 
end, either of obedience or condemnation.—No ; but 
we eſtabliſh the law, by believing in that great M E- 
DIAT OR, who has obeyed its every precept ; ſuſ- 
tained its whole penalty; and fatisfied all its require- 
ments, in their utmoſt extent. 

Farther to corroborate his ſcheme, he proves it from 
the renowned examples of Abraham and David. The 
inſtance of Abraham 1s 1o clear, that it wants no com- 
ment. Any paraphraſe would rather obſcure, than 
illuſtrate it.—The other, derived from the teſtimony 
of the pſalmiſi, may admit the commentator's tool: 
yet not to hammer it into a new form, but only to 
clear away the rubbilh ; to reſcue it from miſrepreſen- 
tation, and place it in a true light. Even as David 
deſcribeth the bleſſedneſs of the man, to whom GO D im- 
puteth righteouſneſs without works, ſaying, Bleſſed are 
they, whoſe unrighteouſneſs is forgiven, and whoſe fins 
are covered: Bleſſed is the man, to whem the LORD 
will not impute ſin 4. —- Here is imputatian aflerted ;— 
the imputation of r:ghteouſne/s.;—of righteouſneſs 
without works ; without any reſpect to, or any co - ope- 
ration from, any kind of human works. It is a bleſ- 
ſing vouchſafed to the ungodly ; not founded on a 
freedom from fin, but procuring a remiſſion of its 

ut. | 
gar” 5 I know, have attempted to reſolve all the 
force of this paſſage, into an argument for the ſame- 
neſs of pardon and juſtification. Whereas the apoſtle 
undertakes to prove, not that forgiveneſs and juſtifi- 
cation are identically the ſame, but that both are ab- 
ſelulely free. To maintain which poſition, he argues, 

| Rom. iv. 6. 7. 


— This 
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—< This doctrine is as true, as it is comfortable. It 
< agrees With the experience, and has received the at- 
te teſtation of David. When he ſpeaks of the bleſſed 
„ and happy man, he deſcribes him, not as an inno- 
<« cent, but guilty perſon; not as having any claim 
« to the divine favour, on account of deſerving per- 
* formances, or recommending properties; but as 
* owing all his acceptance to that ſovereign grace, 
« which forgives rhiquities, and blots out fin. Such is 
* the cafe with regard to that evangelical juſtification, 
* which we preach. Even as ; it is, in the manner of 
© 1ts vouc hſaſement, perfectly ſimilar to the bleſſedneſs 
celebrated by the p/a/m/?.”—The apoſtle's eye is 
not fo directly upon the nature of the privilege, as up- 
on the freene/s with which it is granted. Nor can any 
infer from the tenor of his reaſoning, that to be for- 
given, is the ſame as to be juſtified ; only that both are 
acts of iuſinitely- rich mercy, deſigned for ſinners, pro- 
miſed to finners, beſtowed on ſinners; Who have nothing, 
nothing of their own, either to boaſt, or to plead. 

In the fifth chapter, from verſe the twelfth to the 
end, the ſacred penman points out the cauſe, and ex- 
plains the method of juſtification. Of which this is 
the fſum: That CHRIST, in purſuance of the co- 
venant of grace, fulfilled all righteouſneſs in the Read 
of his people: = That this righteouſneſs, being per- 
formed for them, is imputed to them: — That, by vir- 
tue of this gracious imputation, they are abſolved 
from guilt, and entitled to blifs ; as thoroughly ab- 
ſolved, and as fully entitled, as if in their own per- 
ſons they had undergone the expiatory ſufferings, ani 
yielded the meritorious obedience. — Leſt it ſhould 
ſeem ſtrange, in the opinion of 4 7e or a Gentile, to 
hear of being juſtified by the righteouſneſs of another, 
the wary apoſtle urges a parallel cafe, recorded in the 
Jewiſb revelation, but ratified by wniverſal * experi- 
| ence; 


* By the pains and death which infants, in every nation, 
endure : 
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ence; namely, our being condemned for the unrigh 

teouſneſs of another. In this reſpect, he obſerves, 
Adam was a type of our LORD; or a figure of him 
that was to come x. The relations the ſame, but the 
effects happily reverſed. Adam the head of his poſte- 
rity; CHRIST the head of his people. Adam's fin 
was imputed to all his natural deſcendents; CHRIST's 
righteouſneſs is imputed to all his fpiritual offspring. 
Adam's tranſgreſſion brought death into the world, 
and all our wo; CHRIST's obedience brings life 
and all our happineſs 4.—The whole cloſes with this 
very obvious and no leſs weighty inference ; Therefore, 
as, by the offence of one, judgment came upon all men to 
condemnation ; even ſo, by the righteouſneſs of one, the 
free gift came upon all men unto juſtification of life f. 

I do not recollect any other ſimilitude, which the 
apoſtle ſo minutely ſifts, and fo copiouſly unfolds. He 
explains it; he applies it; he reſumes it; he dwells 
upon it; and ſcarcely knows how to deſiſt from it. I 
am ſure, you will not blame me, if I imitate the ſa- 
cred author; revert to the ſubject; and quote another 
_ paſſage from the ſame paragraph. Much more fall 
they who recerve abundance of grace and of the 87 of 
eue reign in life by one, FESUS CHRIST ||. 
—Here, I am ready to think, the inſpired writer puts 
a difference between the two grand bleſſings purchaſed 


endure : which are unqueſtionably puniſhments, and to which 
they are doomed by the righteous judgment of G OD. 
* Rom. v. 14. | 

+ Purmadmodum peccatum Adami, ſays Bengelius, fine pecca- 
tis que poftea commiſimus, mortem attulit nobis ; fic juſtitia 
CHRIST, fine bonis operibus, gue deinceps a nobis frynt, vis 
tam nobis conciliat. That is, As the fin of Adam, withput any 
concurrence of the ſins, which we ourſelves reſpeCtively com- 
mit, occaſioned our ruin; ſo the righteouſneſs ot CHRIST, 
abſtracted from all conſideration of our perſonal obedience, 


procures our recovery. 
Rom. v. 18. | Rom. v. 17. 


by 
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by EM MANUEL, remiſſion and righteouſneſs *. 
For who are the perſons which recerve , abundance 
of grace? They, I apprehend, that, having, ſiuned 
much, have much forgiven.—Who are the perſons 
which receive abundance ef the gift of righteouſneſs * 
They that, having in their own conduct wrought out 
none, which will bear the teſt of GO D's impartial 
{crutiny; have one placed to their account, which the 
all-ſeeing eye of heaven approves. —However, whether 
the diſtinction I have ventured to propoſe, be fanciful 
or ſubſtantial, of this | am perſuaded, that the gt of 
_ righteouſneſs muſt ſignify a righteouſneſs, not ori- 
ginally their own, but another's; not what they them- 
{elves have acquired, but what was fulfilled by their 
SURETY; and is, by an act of heavenly indul- 


Von tantum peccata ſublata, ſed juſtitia præſtita. 

-+ I cannot but wonder at the aſſertion of a late writer, who 
roundly declares, That there is not one word in this whole 
chapter relating to the antecedent obedience of CH RIST's 
c life. but expreſſing only his paſſive ohedience.“ · Muſt then this 
group of expreſſions— 4 - ebenen be confined bare - 

to the /ufferings of our LORD ? To put ſuch a ſenſe upon 
tue words of the apoſtle, is, according to my apprehenſion, 
not to hear his voice, but to gag his mouth; not to acqui- 
eſce in the ſacred oracles, but to make them ſpeak our own 
meaning.—Beza, who perhaps is inferior to no critic, with re- 
gard to à maſterly ſxill in the Creek language, thus explains 
Zei; Tuſtificationts oft materia, nempe CHRISTI obedien- 
Tia : cujus imputatio nes juſlos facit. Mintert, in his accurate 
and copious lexicon for che Greek Teſtament, gives this inter- 
pretation of d Opera CHISTO a patre Præſcripta hoc 
nemine-veniunt ; nimirum omnia que ab ipſo prefianda erant, tan 
ad legis tivine impletionem, quam ad generis humani redempti- 
onem : qe nobis imputata, et per fidem accepta, faciunt ut co- 
ram DE O juſtificemur ,-And as for vr ſurely that cannot, 
vithout the utmoſt violence to its native ſignification, be / ap- 
plicd to the paili ve, as to exclude the active obedience. The con- 
zrary notion, if an artful diſputant ſhould eſpouſe it, might 
appear iome hat plauſible; but this has not che leaſt air of 


probability. 
7 gence, 
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gence, conſigned over to them. Accordingly, it is 
repreſented, not as a wort, but as a gift ;- and thoſe 
who are intereſted in it, are ſtyled not workers, but 
receivers, © 

[ ſhould but faintly copy the apoſtolic exathple, if I 
did not once again avail myſelf of this importaut to- 
pic. Suffer me, therefore, to tranſcribe one more verſe 
from this admirable chapter. As by the difobedience of 
one man, many were made Jinners ; 24 by the obedience of 
one, Hall many be made righteous * : — The diſobedience 
of one, is the diſobedience of Adam; his actual tranſ- 

eſſion of the divine law. Hereby many were made 
r fſinners, in ſuch a ſenſe, as to become obno- 
xious unto condemnation and death. — All this, I think, 
is, from the apoſtle's own words, indiſputable. And 
if we would preſerve the propriety of his antitheſis, 
or the force of- his reaſoning, we muſt allow, that the 
obedience of one is the obedience of CHRIST ;. his ac- 
tual and complete performance of the whole law. 


 Hereby many are made” righteous ; righteous in ſuch'a 


ſenſe, as to Ne releaſed from n and veſt- 
ed with a title to life eternal.—How clear and caſy is 
this meaning: how juſt and regular this argumenta- 
tion! What ſubtilty of evaſion muſt be uſed,” to give 
a different turn to the inſtructive text 

This is the moſt conſiſtent ſenſe in which I can un- 


derſtand Rom. viii. 5. That the righteouſneſs of the 


law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the fleſh, 
but after. the. SPIRIT. That the righteouſneſs re- 
quired by the holy but broken law, might be tho- 
roughly accomplithed ; accompliſhed by our public 
RIESEN 1 IV E, nd in our human nature; ſo 
as to be deemed, in point of legal eſtimation, fulflled 


for us 3 e with 


* Rom. v. 10. 
7 It is ee by a judicious critie, and very 
fitor; that the prepoſition » ſomerimes Gonifics 3 or fer; 
is ſo tranſlated, Matth. v. 34. Hab. i. 1. See 1 Karst — 
poſition of the New Teflarment, 7 oo 
Vo. III. No 12. 6 the 


the tenor of St Paul's arguing, and with the exact 
import of his language.—With the tenor of his arguing : 
for he nndertakes to demonſtrate the mpeſiblity of 
our juſtification, by any perſonal conformity to the 
law. Whereas, if we could fatisfy its penalty, and 
obey its precepts; or, in other words, fulfil its righ- 
teonſneſs ; this impoſſibility would ceaſe. — With the 
exact import of hrs language: for the original phraſe 

' denotes, not a ſincere, but a complete obedience ;3 not 
what we are enabled to perform, but what the law 
has a right * to demand. Which, every one muſt ac- 
knowledge, is not fulfilled in any mere man, fince the 
fall; but won ppg | SER CHRIST, for 
our „ and in our ſtead.— This interpretation pre- 
— ſentences diſtinct, and — very —.— 
introduction for the following clauſe; where the per- 
ſons intereſted in this privilege, are deſcribed by their 
fruits, be walk not after the fleſh, but after the S PI. 
RT: implying, that juſtification and ſanctiſication 
are, like the ever-correſponding motion of our eyes, in- 
ſeparable concomitants; and we vainly pretend to the 
former, if we continue deſtitute of the latter. 


We have 2 poſitive proofs of our doctrine. 
e have heard an apoſtle declaring the aſſured hap- 
pineſs, and complete juſtification of true believers.— 
Let us now obſerve the fame ſagacions judge of men 
and things, diſcovering the danger of thoſe /e//-juftici- 
"aries, who reject the REDEEMER's righteouſ- 


He is filled with the darkeſt apprehenſions, concern- 
t may be worth our while to obſerve, that St Paul, when 
treating on this ſubject, uſes three diſtinft words, all derived; 
from the ſame original —4na57, which expreſſes juſtification ; 
the accounting or declaring a perſon righteous, —4a»orn, which 
never ſignifies juſtiſication, but righteouſnrſe, either performed 
by us, or imputed to us. — , the phraſe which occurs in 
this place, and denotes the right or demand of the law ; as 
that which is indiſpenſably neceſſary to the juſtification of man. . 
2 | 29 * ing 
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ing his brethren the 7e. He is impreſſed with me- 
lancholy preſages, relating to their eternal ſtate #.— 
What was the cauſe of this tender ſolicitude? Had 
they caſt off all religion, and give themſelves over to 
groſs immoralities? On the contrary, they were 
worfhippers of the true GOD; and had; in their 
way, not only a regard, but a zeal for his honour f. 
— Wherefore then does this compaſſionate father in- 
Hrael feel the fame trembling uncaſineſs, for his kinſ- 


men according to the fleſh, as Eli felt for the en- 
dan ark! Himſelf aſſigns the reaſon : Becauſe; 
they being igabramt of G O D's righteouſneſs, and going 


about to eſtabliſh tbeir own righteouſneſs, have not ſub- 
mitted "themſelves to the righteouſneſs of G OD . Not 
knowing that immaculate holinefs, which the perfect 
nature, and equally- perfect law of the moit high GOD, 
require ; being wiltully ignorant of that conſummate 
obedicrice, which an incarnate G O D vouchfafed to 
perform, for the juſtification of his le; — they 
ſeduloully, but fooliſhly endeavoured, to eſtabliſh their 
own righteouſneſs; to make it, ſcanty and decrepit 
as it was, the baſts of their hopes. Thus were they 
reſting their ęverlaſting act. on a bottom, not preca- 
rious only, but irrepatably ruinous. A boundleſs e- 
ternitꝝ the fabric! yet they built (wonder O heavens !) 
on the foam of the waters! and (which added ſtubborn- 
neſs to their folly) in avowed contempt of that ſtrong 
and ſure foundation, laid by G O D's own hand in 
Zion. — For this the good apoſtie was afflicted, with 
« great heavineſs and continual ſorrow.“ For this 
he made the prophet's pathetic complaint his own ; 
0h! that my head were waters, and my eyes a fountain 
of tears, that I might bewail, day and night ||, the ins 
corrigible perverſeneſs of my people! For my 
have committed two evils; in not thankfully ſubmittinę 
to the righteouſneſs of GO D, they have forſaten the 
Huntain of living waters; in attempting to eſtabliſh, 
* Rom. ix. 2. + Rom. x. 2. t Rom, x. 3: f Jet. ix. 1. 
| P27: their 
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their own righteouſneſs, they have hewed themſelves out 
3 broken ciſterns that can hold no water *. 

Having ſhewed therr fatal error, he ſtrengthens his 
repreſentation, by diſplaying the happy ſucceſs bf the 
Gentiles, —What ſball wwe ſay th:n? This, however im- 
probable it may ſeem, we confidently affirm, That the 
Gentiles, who followed not after righteouſneſs, 'who had 
no knowledge of it, and no concern about it ; even 
they have attained to r1 — — neſs f. — Strange aſſer- 
tion! How is this po Sbclecs the 3 
neſs which they ane could not be any perſonal 
righteouſneſs. Of this they were 2 u deſtitute. 
Inſtead of practiſing moral virtues, or religious duties, 
they were immerſed in ſenſuality, and abandoned to 
idolatry. It muſt therefore be the evangelical, the 
imputed righteouſneſs, even that which was wrought 
by CHRIST, and is received by faith f. 

Iſrael, in the mean time, the n Frael, who, 
with great e to ſanctity, and many coſtly 
oblations, followed after the law of righteouſneſs, hath 
not attained to the law of righteouſneſs. Attained ! They 


Jer. ii. 13. 
+ Surely, this muſt ſignify more, than © attaining to the 
« prof Mon of a religion, whereby they may be juſtified and ſa- 
« ved.” To this multitudes attain, who continue, as the pro- 
phet ſpeaks, Rout-hearted and far from righteouſneſs : who de- 
five no real benefit from their profeſſion; but are rendered 
— 4 incxcufable, and liable to more aggravated condemna- 


775 Surely, the righteouſue , ich it by faith, cannot conſiſt 

4 in humbly commit ting the foul to CHRIST, in the way 

. that he hath appointed.” According to this notion, the 

„ß ify ing righteouſneſs would ſpring from ourſelves ; would 

de conſtituted by an act of our own, and not by che perfect obe 
dience of our LORD. * 

I am ſorry to ſee this, and the preceding interpretation, in 

the works of an expofiter,, whoſe learning I admire, whoſe piety 

I reverence, and whoſe memory I honotr. Yet I muſt ſay, 

on this occaſion, with one of the ancient philoſophers, Amicus 


auto, ank;cus Socrates, fed magis amica Veritas. 
"ave 
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have done nothing leſs. They are fallen vaſtly ſhort 
of it; they are pronounced guilty by it ; they ſtand 
condemned before it *.—herefore did they fo ly 
miſtake, and fo grievouſly miſcarry? Becauſe they 
forſook the good eld way, in which Abraham, David, 
and their pious anceſtars walked. They adopted a 
new ſcheme; and would fain have ſubſtituted their 
own, inſtead of relying-on a 8 A V I OU R's righteouſ- 
neſs. They Ke for juſtification, not by faith, but as 
it were by the works if the law f. A method which 
their fathers knew not; which their G O D ordained 
not; and which proved, as it always will prove, not 
only abortive, but deſtructive. At this ſtone they 
ſtumbled ; on this rock they fplit. Let their ruin be a 
wway-mark, and the apoſtle's obſervation a /ight-houſe to 
my Theron. DIR | Patt FLA 
Our zealous writer tries every expedient. | He 


rects us to the haven, in which ſinners may caſt an- 
chor, and find ſafety. He gives us a fine deſcriptive 
view of the Chriſtian's complete happineſs. He opens 
(if I may continue the metaphor) a free and ample port 
tor perithing ſouls ; not formed by a neck of land, ar 
a ridge of mountains, but by a magnificent chain of 
ſpiritual bleſſings. All proceeding from, and termi- 
nating in, that precious.corner-{tone FESUS CHRIST- 
.  * This, Iappreheng, is the purport of the apoſtle's ſpeech, 
when he tells us, hat his countrymen had not attained unto, the. 
law of righteouſneſs. He uſes the figure , and means. 
more than he expreſſes, Somewhat like the dramatic poet, who. 
fays of certain lit pretenders, n „ en Rd 
Qui ſe primos eſſe rerum amnium exiſimantt . 
„ A . ne enn e 
That is, they are quite the reverſe. Or like the prophet in the 
cloſe of this chapter, who aſſures the believers in ZES.US,., 
- They ſhall not be aſbamed; that is, they ſhall be encouraged, - 
emboldened, eftabliſhed. 150 Th. £7575! 


f Rom. ix. 30. 31. 32. „ Aleftog 
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whoof GOD is made unte us wiſdom, and righteoufneſs, 
and ſanttification, and redemption *: wiſdom, to enlight- 
en our ignorant minds; rghteonſneſs 4, to juſtity our 
guilty perſons ; ſanctiſcal ian 4, to renew our depraved 
natures ; redemption, to reſcue us from all evil; and ren- 
der us, both in body and foul, perfectly and eternally 
happy Let it be remarked, how carefully our in- 
writer ſets aſide all ſuffictency, as well as all merit 
in man. He repreſents the whole of our falvation, 
both in its procurement and application, as a work of 
freeſt ' grace, GHR . is, and not we ourſelves, 
the author of this orious reſtoration, the cauſe of 
this great felicity 2 ic made all this unto us. Hau? 
Not by our own — and ſtrength; but of GOD, 
by the agency of his mighty power, and bleſſed S P.1- 
RI T. Heſhews us the all-ſufficient fulneſs of CHRIST. 
He brings us by ardent longings to CHRIST. He 
implants us into CHRIST; end makes us partakers 
of his merits, 
In the procels of the fm epiſtle, the facred penman 
enumerates the conſtituent parts of that great ſalvation, 
which the S ON of G OD has procured for ruined 


ners. But ye are waſhed, but yeare ſanct iſed, but ye are 


Juli! in than name of the LORD, JESUS, and by the SP1- 


21 Cor. i. 30. 


+ + Righteouſneſs and ſanfification; the former imputed, 


the latter inhe rent This preſerves a diftinfion between the 


noble articles, and 7000 ns to each a grand ſhare in the c 


my of ſalvation.— o fay that, if one of the bleſſings is com- 
municated by way of i eech, the other ſhould be commu- 


nicated in the fame manner, feems to be cavilkng, rather than 


arguing : becauſe the ſubjects are of a different nature, and 
therefore muſt be enjoyed in a different way.— The cocoa tree 
is, to the American, food and clothing, a habitation and do- 


meſtic utenſils. But muſt we ſuppoſe it adminiſtering to al. 
hrs, aſes i in one and the ſame unvaried method? Becauſe in 


reſpect it is 1 in another it is wore, muſt it be thus 


ed ial believe, the illiterate favage, who enjoys the 
ſeveral gifts, nced not be 12 the abſurdity of * a ſup- 


on. 
refer RIT 


8 4 a [—_ WY 5 
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RIT of our GOD. Ve are waſhed; cleanſed from the 
filth, and diſcharged from the guilt, of all your ini - 
quities. Ye are ,/an&tfied; delivered from the death 
of fin, and endued with a living principle of holineſs. 
Ve are ju/tifed; reſtored to a ſtate of acceptance with 
G ON, and inveſted with a title to eternal glory. 
All which ineſtimable prerogatives are conferred upon 
the true believer, in the name of ur LORD FESUS 
CHRIST; in conſideration of his atoning blood 
meritorious righteouſneſs. By the SPIRIT of our 
GOD; through the efficacy of his operation, reveal 
ing CHRIST, and working faith in the heart. 
Some gentlemen have talked of a new remedial law; 
whereas the apoſtle declares, that CHRIST is the 
end of the old, the unalterahle, the Mo/aic law, for 
righteouſneſs ta every une that believeth 4. — Follow the 
courſe of a river, it will conſtantly. lead you to the 
ocean. Trace the veins of the body, they invariably 
unite in the heart. Mark likewife the tendency ot 
the law, it na leſs conſtantly and invariably conducts 
you taCHRIST, as the centre of its views, and 
the conſummatian of its demands. — The moral law 
aims at diſcovering our guilt, and demonſtrating our 
inexpreſſible need ofa 8S AVIO UR. The ceremomal 
points him out, as ſuffering in our ſtead, making re- 
conciliation for iniquity, and purging away every de- 
filement with his blood. —They dor direct the wretch» 
ed tranſgreſſor, to renounce hi „and fly to the 
REDEEMER ; who alone has paid that perfect abedi- 
ence, and brought in that everlaſting righteouſneſs, 
which the ſinner wants, and the law exacts; who is, 
therefore, the only proper accompli/bment of the one, 
and the only ſuitable ſupply for the other. 4.» 
What is the grand deſign of the whole ſcriptures ? 
St Paul, diſplaying their tublime origin, and enume- 
rating the gracious purpoſes they are intended to 


* x Cor, vi. 11. 2 + Rom. x. 4. 
G 4 ſerve, 
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ſerve, writes thus: 4 / ſcripture 's given by inſpiration 
of GOD; and is profitable—for doctrine, t declare and 
eſtabliſh religious truth; — for reproof, to convince of 
fin, and to refute error, —fer correction , or renova- 
tion of the heart, and reformation of the life ; ; —for in- 
ſtruction in r Leere. in that righteouſneſs, which 
could never have been learned from any other book, 
and in which alone ſinful men may appear with com- 
fort before their G O D. 
We 2 * ſeen the principal ſeape of the /aw, and the 
leading deſign of the feriptures : let us add one inquiry 
more. What is the chief office of the SPIRIT? —lf 
1 _ coincide, and uniformly terminate in the im- 
1 of CHRIST, we have a confir- 
ion its reality and excellence, great as man can de- 
fire, I had almoſt ſaid, great as GO can impart.— 
What lays our LORD upon this point ? When be, 
the SPIRIT of truth is come, he fhall convince + the world 
7 Jin, of righteouſneſs, and of judgment. Of jm, becauſe 
believe nat on me: of righteoufneſs, becauſe I go 
— FATHER, and ye fee me no more : of judgment, 
| becauſe the prince of this world is judged }.—Is it poſſible 
for words to be more weighty and comprehenſive ? Here 
is a fummary of Chriſtian faith, and of Chriſtian holi- 
neſs. Not that /uperficial halineſa, which is _ 
vp of devotional forms, and goes no farther 
ternal performances; but that which is viral, — 
ſprings from the heart; conſiſts in power, nat in mere 
profeſſion; whoſe praiſe, if not of men, who are ſmit- 


ten with pompous outſides, is ſure to be of GO D, 
who difiinguiihes the things which are excellent, 


„Tim. iii. 16. Tipog evarophorry, | 
+ He ball convince, ſeems to be the moſt proper tranſlation - 
of ar, as it implics the ſure ſucceſs, which attends the o- 
peration of the divine SPIRIT Man may reprove, and no 
-<6nvittion enſue, Whereas that almighty. A GEN T not on- 


ly reproves, but reproves with power ; ſo as to derermine the 
judgment, and ſway the affections. | 


1 John xvi. 8. 9. 10. 11. 
He 
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He ſhall convince the world of ſin; of a and ac- 
tual ſin. The ſin of their natare, as well as the fin of 
their fin ; the fin of their beſt deeds, no leſs than of 
their criminal commiſſions, and blameable omiſſions. 
Above all, of their ſinning againſt. the ſovereign, the 
only remedy, by unbelief; becauſe they believe not on me. 
-——He ſhall convince of righteouſneſs ; of the divine 
REDEEMER's righteouſneſs, which the foregoing 
conviction muſt render peculiarly welcome: convince 
them, that it was wrought out in behalf of diſbbedient 
and defective mortals; that it is abſolutely perfect, 
and ſufficient to juſtify even the maſt ungodly... Of 
all which an inconteſtable proof is given, by his reſur- 
rection from the dead, his triumphant aſcenſion into 
heaven, and ſeſſion at the right hand of his FATHER; 
becauſe I go to my FATHER, and ye fee me no more K. 
He ſhall convince of judgment. Thoſe: who are hum- 
bled under a ſenſe of guilt, and juſtified through an 
imputed "righteouſneſs, ſhall be taught by happy ex- 
perience, that the 23 of this world is condemned and 
dethroned in their hearts: that their ſouls are reſcued 
from the tyranny of Satan; ave made victorious over 
their corruptions ; and reſtored to- the liberty,—the 
glorious liberty of the children of G O D. 

You wonder, perhaps, that I have not ſtrengthened 
my cauſe, by any quotation from the epiſtle to the Ga- 
latians. What I deſign, my dear Theron, is not to ac- 
cumulate, but to ſelect arguments. However, that 
I may not diſappoint an expectation. fo reaſonable, I 
proceed to lay before you a very nervous paſſage, 
from that maſterly piece of ſacred controverſy.—Only 
let me juſt obſerve, that the epiſtle was written to 
perſons, who had embraced Chriſtianity, and profeſſed 

For, if the work had been imperfect in any degree, our 
REDEEMER, inſtead of taking up his ſtated and final re- 
ſidence in the regions of glory, muſt have deſcended again in- 
to this inferior world, to complete what was deficient, | 

| an 
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an aſſiance in CHRIST; but would fain have joined 
circumciſion, would fain have uperadded their own 
rehgious duties, to the merits of their SAVIOUR, 
in order to conſtitute, at leaſt, ſome part of their juſti- 
g-nighteouſneſs. ' Againſt which error, the vigi- 

lant and indefati gable affertor of the Goats as it ic in 
FESUS, — rag who are Fews by nature, 
* nat finners of the Gentiles, knowing that a man is not 
Aer, the works of the law, but by * faith of FESUS 

even we have believed i "4 ESUS CHRIST, 
hs we might be juſtified by the faith of CHRIST, and 
not by the works of the law ; for by the works of the law 

Fall no fleſh be Juſhfied *. 

We, who are s by nature, the deſcendents of Ab- 


raham, and G D's peculiar people; have the tables 


of his hw, and the ordinances of his worſhip; we 
who, in point of privileges, are greatly ſuperior to the 


. Gentile nations, and have all poſſible advantages for 
_ eſtabliſhing (if ſuch a thing were practicable) a righ- 


teouſneſs of our own; what have we done He have 


believed n FESUS CHRIST: ve have renounced 


ourſelves; diſclaimed whatever is our own; and de- 
pended wholly on the righteouſneſs of CHRIST.— 
For what end! That by this faith in CHRIST, which 
receives his righteouſneſs ; pleads his righteouſneſs ; ; 
and preſents nathing _ his righteouſneſs before the 
throne, we mi mig ht "oy d.— What motive has in- 
duced us to this practice? A firm perſuaſion, that by 
the wworks of the 2 =. ſincere obedience, or perſonal 


. Gal. ü. 15. 16. Obſerxable, very obſervable is the zeal of 
ſtle, in this determined ſtand againſt the m, ſpecious, 
242 fore the moſt dangerous, encroachments of error. 
Ts expreſs his ardent concera for the truth and purity of the 
colpel, the works of the law are mentioned no leſs than three 
times, and as often excluded from the affair of juſtification, 
The faith of CHRIST likewiſe is thrice inculcated, and as 
often afferted to be the only 2722 of decoming rightcous be- 


fore GOD, 
holineſs, 


. oO OE DT OR Toy 
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holineſs, u man living has been, and no man living 
can be, juſtified | before: GOD. y | 


Are you tired, Theron? have I fatigued. your atten- 
tion, inſtead of convincing: your judgment ?—I' will. 
not harbour ſuch a ſuſpicion. It is pleaſing to converſe 
with thoſe, who have travelled into foreigz countries, 
and ſeen the wonders of creation. We hearken ta; 
their narratives with delight. Every new adventure 
whets our curioſity, rather than palls our appetite. 
Muſt it not then afford a more fublime ſatisfaction to 
be entertained with the diſcourſes of a perſon, who 
had, not indeed ſailed round the world, but made 
2 journey to the third heavens ? who had been admit- 
ted into the paradiſe of G O D, and heard things of 
infinite importance, and unutterable dignity — This 
was the privilege of that incamparable man, whoſe 
obſervations and diſcoveries I have been preſenting to 
my friend. And I promiſe myſelf, he will not com- 
plain of wearineſs, if I enrich my epiſtle with one or 
two more of thoſe glorious truths. ez. 
GOD hath made HIM ta be fin for us who knew no 
ſin ; that we might, not be put into a capacity of ac- 
quiring a righteoaſne(s of our own, but be made the 
righteouſneſs of G O D in him *. In this text, the daub/e 
imputation of our ſin to CHRIST, and of CHRIS T's 
righteouſneſs to us, is moſt emphatically taught, and 
moſt charmingly contraſted, —Moſt emphatically taught. 
For we are ſaid, not barely to be righteous, but to be 
made righteouſneſs itfelf ; and not righteouſneſs only, 
but (which is the utmoſt that language can reach) the 
righteouſneſs of G O D.—Moſt charmingly contraſted. 
For one cannot but aſk, In what manner CHRIST 
was made fin ? In the very ſame manner we are made 
righteouſneſs. CHRIST knew no aftual ſin; yet, 
upon his mediatorial interpoſition on our behalf, he 
was treated by divine juſtice, as a ſinful perſon. We 
likewiſe are deſtitute of all /zga! righteouſneſs ; yet, 
en upon 
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upon our receiving CHRIST, and believing in his 
name, we are regarded by the divine MAJESTY as 
righteous creatures. This therefore cannot, in either 
caſe, be intrinſcally; but muſt be, in both inſtances, 
_ «mputatively—Gracions, divinely-gracious exchange * 
pregnant with amazing goodneſs, and rich with ine- 
ſtimable benefits. The inceſſant triumph of the Prong, 
the ſovercign conſalation of the weat belicver! 

. Ceaſe your exultation, cries one, and come down 
from your altitudes. - The term uſed in this verſe de- 
notes, not ſo properly fin, as an Mering for fin.—This 
is a mere ſuppoſal, which I may as reaſonably deny, 
as another affirm. Since the word occurs, much more 
frequently in the former ſigniſication, than in the lat- 
ter; and ſince, by giving it the latter ſigniſication in 
the paſſage before us, we very much impair, if not 
totally deſtroy, the apoſtle's beautiful antit heſig. 

« However, not to contend, but to allow the remark; 
I-borrow my reply from a brave old champrion+ for the 
truths of the goſpel : * This text,” ſays he, © mvin- 
<« cibly proveth, that we are not juſthed in G O D's 
„ ſight by righteouſneſs inherent in us, but by the 
< righteouſneſs of CHRIST imputed to us through 
faith.“ After which he adds, what I make my an- 

Ita ſcilicet mirabili permutatione mala n:ftra in ſe recepit, 
ut bona fua nobis largiretur ; recepit miſeriam, ut largiretur 
miſericordiam; recepit maledictionem, ut benediftionis ſue compo- 
tet nos faceret ; recepit mortem, ut vitam conferret ; recepit pec- 
cetum, ut juſiitiam mpertiretur. Thus writes the judicious 
Turrettine. To which, in concurrence with the accurate Mit- 
fut, I ſubſcribe both with band and heart. FS 

I See Dr Fulk's annotation on the place, in that valuable piece 
af ancient controverſy and criticiſm, The examination of the 
Rhemiſb Teſtament. Which, though not altogether ſo elegant and 
refined in the language, nor ſo delicate and genteel in the manner, 
as might be wiſhed, is nevertheleſs full of und divinity, weighty 
arguments, and important obſervations, —Would the young ſtu- 
dent be taught to diſcover the very finews of Popery, and be en- 
abled to give an effectual blow to that complication of errors, 
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ſwer to the objection; © That CHRIST was made 
« ſin for us, becauſe he was a ſacrifice for fin, we con- 
feſs: but therefore was he a facrifice for fin, becauſe 
« our fin was imputed to him, and puniſhed in him.” 


— The poor delmquents under the Moſaic diſpenſation, 


who brought their fin-offering to the altar of the 
LORD, were directed to lay their hand on the de- 
voted beaſt; ſignifying, by this uſage, the transferring” 
of guilt from the offerer to the ſacrifice. Conform- 
ably to the import of this ceremony, CHRIST af- 
ſumed our demerit ; like a true pracular victim, ſuf-' 
tered the puniſhment, which we had deſerved; and 
which, without fuch a commutation, we muſt have 

ne. So that our LO'RD's being made a 
ſin- offering for us, does by no means invalidate, but 
very much confirm our doctrine. It neceffarily im- 
plies the tranſlation of our miquity to his perſon; and, 
on the principles of analogy, muſt infer the imputa- 
tion of his righteouſneſs to our ſouls. 

One paſſage more permit me to tranſcribe into my 
paper; and, at the fame time, to wiſh, that it ma 
be written on both our hearts; written, not with in 
and pen, no, nor with the point of a diamond, but 
with the finger of the living y OD. Tea, doubtle ſs, 
and I count all things _e loſs, for the excellency of the 


. knowledge of CHRIST FESUS ay LORD; For 


whom 1 have ſuffered _ ofs of all things ; and do count: 
them but dung, that I may win CHRI T, and be found 
in him; not having mine own ri gbteouſneſs which 1s of 


the law, but that wwhich ts 25 the faith of CHRIST, 


the righteouſneſs which rs of GOD through 77055 3 

Be pleaſed to obſerve, that in this confelſion of faith, 
and with reference to the cafe of juſtification, the a- 
poſtle renounces all thoſe acts of ſuppoſed righteouſ- 
neſs, which were antecedent to his converſion. Nor 
does he repudiate them only, but alt thoſe more ex- 
cellent ſervices, by which he was ſo eminently diſtin- 


* Phil. i. 8. 9. 
guiſhe l, 
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guiſhed, even after his attachment to CHRIST, and 
engagement in the Chri/t:an miniſtry. As though he 
ſhould ſay,.— The privilege of being a Hebrew by 
birth; the prerogative of being a-Phariſee by pro- 
& feſſion; together with a behaviour exemplary, and 
< a reputation unblameable ; all theſe, which were 
* once reckoned my higheſt gain, as ſoon as I became 
< acquainted with the — perfections of CHRIST, 
* counted * bofs for him. — And now, though I have 
* been a diſciple many years; nave walked in all 
* holy converſation and godlineſs ; have endured, 
for my divine MAS TER's name, tribulations 
above meaſure ; have laboured more abundant- 
& ly, and more ſucceſsfully than all the apoſtles ; 
yet even theſe and all other attainments, of what 
* kind or of what date ſocver, I count + but loſs, for 
the tranſcendent excellency of CHRIST F E- 
* SUS' my LORD.—Tea doubtleſs ; it is my de- 
© liberate and ſtedfaſt refolution ; what I have molt 
« fcrioully adopted, and do publicly avow, that, ſpe- 
<< crous as all theſe acquirements may ſeem, and va- 
< luable as they may be in other reſpects, I reckon 
them 6ut dung, that I may win CHRIST ||. They 
| . cc fade 
un, I have counted. | 
| + une, relates to the preſent time, and comprehends pre- 
ſent atrainments, I do count. Not ſome, or the greateſt part, 
but all thing. What ? Is a courſe of ſobriety, and the exerciſe 
of morality, to be reckoned as dung? Al things, ſays the a- 
What? Is our moſt elevated devotion, and enlarged 
edience, to be degraded at this monſtrous rate? All things, 
ſays the apoſtle, This is his invariable reply. And we may 
venture to affirm, that he had the mind of CHRIST, 
1 Perhaps axe aroſe may be tranſlated, but truly. As if he 
had ſaĩd. But why thonld I mention any more particulars ? 
« In truth, I count all things, G. 
- # 612 Neri r vre;ryor—int Koerev r- plainly imply this 
comparative or relative ſenſe. Virtues, which are the fruits of 
the SPIRIT, and labours, which are a blefling to mankind, 
muſt not be reckoned abſclutrly or in all reſpects deſpicable ; 


but 
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e fadeinto nothing, they dwindle into leſs than nothing, , 


if ſet in competition with his matchleſs obedience; and 
« were they to ſuperſede my application to his merits, 
or weaken my reliance on his mediation, they would 
be not contemptible only, but injurious,—irrepa- 
rably injurious, 150 450 a | 
You will aſk, If he rejects all his own righteouſ- 
neſs, on what are his hopes fixed? On a foundation, 
extenſrve as the obedience of the REDEEMER's life 
and death, unſbaten as the dignity of his eternal power 
and GODHEAD. They are fixed on the righteou/- 
neſs which is of GO D; the righteouſneſs which GOD 
the FATHER, in unſearchable wiſdom, provided; 
and which GOD the SON, m unutterable good- 
neſs, wrought. Do inquire, How he came to be 
inveſted with chis righteouſneſs? The anſwer is ready 
and ſatisfactory. It was by the application of the di- 
vine 8 PIRIT, and the inſtrumentality of faith, — 
_ Leſt any ſhould imagine, that this faith might be ſub- 
ſtituted inſtead of his own obedience to the law, he 
puts an apparent difference between the righteouſneſs 
which juſtifies, and the faith by which it is received; 
not the righteouſneſs which conje/ts in, but is THROUGH 
the faith of CHRIST.—To thew the great import- 
ance of this diſtinction, how earneſtly he inſiſted upon 
it as a preacher, how much it tended to his conſolation 
as a Chri/tian, he repeats the ſentiment, he reinculcates 


the doctrine, the righteouſueſs which is of GOD a faith. 


but only in a limited and qualified accepration : deſpicable, not 
in themſelves, | but as compared with the divinely-perfect righ- 
teouſueſs of CHRIST, or as referred to the infinitely-impor- 
tant article of juſtification. 1 

That Aſpaſio, in this whole paragraph, ſpeaks the ſenſe of 
our church, will appear from the following extract: —“ The 
„ apoſtle St Paul faith, He doth glory, in what? In the con- 
«© tempt of his own righteouſneſe; and that he looketh for 


the righiteouſneſs of G OD by faith.” __ + 6 | 
| Homi'y of ſulvat ion, part II. 
An 


— * —— 5 — 8 —- — : 
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Will 5e now, Theron, or ſhall J, poor unprofitable 
creatures, preſume to rely on any performances or any 
accompliſhments of our own ? When that diſtinguiſh- 
ed faint, —a perfect prodigy of gifts, of graces, and of 
zeal, —indefatigable-in labours, unconquerable by af- 
flictions, and of whoſe uſefulneſs there is neither mea- 
ſure nor end; when he denies himſelf in every view; 
depretiates all; difavows all; and makes mention of 
nothing, but the incomparable righteouſneſs of his obe- 
dient, dying, interceding SAVIOUR. - 


What ſhall I ſay more? Shall I attempt to play the 
rhetorician, and borrow the inſinuating arts of perſua- 
Gon? This, after all the cogent teſtimonies produced, and 
all the great authorities urged, would be a needleſs pa- 
rade. When our pen is a ſunbeam, there is hut little 
occaſion to dip it in oil. | | ber 
lnſtead of ſuch an attempt, give me leave to make a 
frank and honeſt confeſſion. I would conceal nothing 
from my friend. He ſhould have a ſaſh to my breaſt; 
throw it up at his pleaſure; and ſee all that paſſes 
within. — Though I never had any temptation to that 
pernicious ſet of errors, which paſſes under the charac- 
ter of Socinianiſin; yet I had many ſearchings of heart, 
and much ſolicitous inquiry, how far we are indebted 
to CHRIS T's active righteouſneſs. Thoroughly per- 
ſuaded, that other foundation can no man lay, ſave that 
<ohich is laid, even JESUS CHRIST * ; and that 
there is no other name given under heaven, whereby men 
can be ſaved; yet, whether we were not to 'confine 
our believing regards to' a dying SAVIOUR, was 
matter of conſiderable doubt.—At firſt, 1 was inclined 
to acquieſce in the affirmative. After long conſidera- 
tion and many prayers, my faith fixed upon the whole 
of CHRIST's mediatorial undertaking : which be- 


gan in his ſpontaneous ſubmiſſion to the law; was car- 


ried on through all his meritorious life; and iſſued in 


rn. + Acts iv. 12. * 
> is 
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his atoning death. This is now the baſis of my conſi- 
dence, and the bulwark of my happineſs. Hither 1 
fly; here I reſt ; as the dove, after het weariſome and 
fruitleſs rovings, returned to Noah, and reſted in the 


This ſcheme firſt recommended itſelf to my afec- 
tions ; as making the moſt ample proviſion for the ſe- 
curity and repoſe of 4 guilty conſcience ; which, when” 
alarmed by the accuſations of ſin, is very appretienfive 
of its condition; and will not be comforted, till every 
ſcraple is ſatisfied, and all the obſtructions to its e 
are removed. Thus I reaſoned with myſelf: Tho” 
there is, undoubtedly, ſomething to be faid for the 
other fide of the queſtion; yet this is evidently: the 
« ſafeſt method. And, in an affair of infinite conſe- 
* quence, who would not prefer the ſafeſt expedient ? 
« Should the righteouſneſs of FESUS CHRIST 
& be indiſpenſably requiſite, as 4 wedding-garment ; 
« what will hey do, when the great immortal KING 
6 appears, who have refuſed to accept it? Whereas, 
* ſhould it not prove//o ab/olutzly neceſſary, yet ſuch a 
dependence can never obſtruct our ſalvation. It can 
© never be charged upon us as an article of contuma 
cy or perverſeneſs, that we thought te meanly of our 
% own, too magnificently of our LOR D's obedience. 
go that let the die turn either way, we are expoſed 
« to no hazard. This ſcheme takes in all that the o- 
ther ſyſtems end, and abundantly more. In 
« this I find no defect, no flaw, no ſhadow of infut- 
« ficiency. It is ſomewhat like the perfect cube; which, 
4 where-eyer it may be thrown, or however it may 
« fall, is ſure to ſettle upon its baſe, —Suppofing, there» 
fore, the important beam ſhould hang ip equilibrio, 
<« with reſpect to argument; theſe cireumſtances, caſt 
into the ſcale, may very juſtly be allowed to turn 
« the balance.“ Re BW 755 <5 © \ 
Upon a more attentive examination of the ſubject, 
| perceived, —that this is the doctrine of our naH,m / 
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church ; is enforced by the atteſtation of our ableſt di- 
vines; 20d has been, in all ages, the conſolation of the 


moſt eminent ſaints:— That it is the genuine ſenſe of 


ſeripture; and not ſome inferior or ſubordinate point, 


incidentally touched u 17 by the inſpired writers, but 
th 


the ſum — ſubſtance eir heavenly meſſage ; that 
which — the vitals of their — 4 and is the 


very ſoul of their religion. On which account the whole 


goſpel is denominated from it, and ſtyled the miniſtra- 
tion of righteouſneſs —I was farther convinced, that this 
way of falvation, es, beyond compare, the di- 
vine law; is no leſs hanourable to all the divine attri- 
butes ; and exhibits the ever-blefled MEDIATOR in 


the moſt illuſtrious and the moſt view: — 
All thefe - conſiderations, under the influence of the e- 
ternal SPIRIT, have determined my judgment, and 


eſtabliſhed my faith. So that I truit, neither the ſub- 
tilties of wit, nor the ſnecrs of radicule, — ofper 
artifice, ſhall ever be able to me from the 

and righteouſneſs which are in ,FESUSCHR 927 
Let me now, by way of concluſion, review that aw- 
bal fubject which introduced the letter. Let me ſup- 
poſe the UDG E, who is at the Heer. actually come; 
the 1 en which e e 
; cally 
1 This $obloeruns through St PauPs wrnings, like a gold- 
en warp: While privileges, bleſſings, and-evangelical duties 
are like a woof (if I may allude to the ornaments of the ſane- 
tuary) ot blue, of purple, of ſcarlet, and indeed of every plea · 
7 . 
; 4 rom LO, 5 it 
Row. ü. 22. — Righteouſ , wk — es 


teouſneſt without the Jaw, Rom. iii. 9 25 eouſneſs wi 
erk, Rom. iv. 6.—Ri ohteouſneſt in the blaod o CHRIST 


Rom. v. ee By the 6bedience LH RIS T, Rom. 

v. rg. — Righteoufneſs not out cum, Phil. i. goo Righteoryne im- 
puted by G 0D, Rom. iv. 6. 10. 22. 

4 he ſurred writers, Lobſerve, often remind their. readers 

of * grand Wz ; often . delightful dreadſul ſcene. 


- —Theix manger of that Hey themſelves red 
| under 
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really commenced. Hark the trumpet ſounds the u- 
niverſal ſummons. The living are truck with a death - 
like aſtoniſhment; the dead from their ſilent a- 
bodes.— See! the whole earth takes fire; the ſun is 
turned into darkneſs; and the ſtars fall from their 
ſpheres.—Behold! the LORD FESUS comes with 
myriads of his angels. The judgment is ſet, and the 
books are opened. 
Obſerve thoſe exemplary Cbriſtions, whoſe ſenti- 
ments I have been collecting renounce them- 
ſelues, and rely on their — SURETY. Methinks 
I hear them fo, each as they quit their beds of duſt; 
1 2 orth the grave thy ſtrength, O blefſi 
28. ; and, at the Seite 7 (eng will ed. 
JE! of thy r ighteouſneſs only. At the fame trme, will 
you, Theron, or ſhall I, ſtand forth and declare,—be- 
fore the innumerable multitude of anxzqus/finners and 
adoring ſeraphs, —< Let thoſe puſillanimous creatures 
fly for refuge to their 8 A VI O U Bs rightconinels. 
© We will conſide in works, in aecompliſhments of our 
„oven. We ſare the men, Who have. perſonally keye 
* the divine law, and want no /xppefititions « 
from another. Let the eye that glances through 
immenſity, and penetrates the receſſes of the heart; 
* let that holy and omniſcient eye, examine our teme 
per, and lift our conduct. We are bold to ri gur 


under the babitpal-and joyfyl expeRation gf i it; 22 


who were locking fer, and haſting to, the coming of the day 
60 D.—They repreſert it, not only as ſure, but near; y 
very near, and upon che point to take place. T LOR 
ir at hand. The FUDGE is at the dur. Tet à little u, 


and E that ſhall come, will came, and wall nat tarry. The lafk + 


paſſage is the moſt ſpirited and empharical of them all ; but has , 
oft much of ics emphaſis, by the Angi verfion, It is in the 
original n «vor ore, A beautiful pleanafm 1 which the Sep: 


 'nagint, though too often inaccurate in tranſlating the prophes 
tic cent. have very ha pily expreſſed [/aiah's N YODA oe | 
my,” think, be rendered in our language, er © very very 


„ fouls, 


e 4. Hb. x. 39 If XXI. 20. 
| H 2 
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& ſouls, and all their immortal intereſts, on the iſſue 
« of ſuch a ſcrutiny.” 41 | 
Perhaps, your mind is impreſſed with this folemr 
feene, and your thoughts recoil at ſuch daring preſump- 
tion. If fo, it will be proper for me to wit „ and 
leave you to your own meditations, At ſuch moments 
to obtrude on your company, would render me the 
troubleſome and officious, rather than | 


The reſpediful and affi@tioate,  _ 


 Asyas1o. 
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LE TER VE 
THERON' # ASPASITO. 


Dear A8paslo, © _ | | 
THE laſt evening was one of the fineſt I ever ſaw. 
According to my cuſtom, I made an excurſion 

into the open fields; and wanted nothing to complete 
the ſatisfaction, but my friend*s company *. I could 
not but obſerve, how much your improving converſation 
heightened the charms of nature. When religion ap- 
pked philoſophy, every thing was inſtrucbive, as well 
as paging — Not a breeze ſwept over the plains, to 
clear the ſky, and cool the air, but it tended alſo to 
diſperſe our donbts, and enliven our faith in the ſupreme 
all-fufficient GOOD.—Notacloud tinged the ſirmament 
with radiant colours, or amuſed the fight with roman- 
tic ſhapes; but we beheld a picture of the preſent world, 
of its fading acquiſitions and ? army =; joys, in the mi- 
mic forms and the tranſitory ſcene. Even the weakeſt 
of the inſect - tribe, that ſkim the air in ſportive ſilence, 
addrefſed us with the ſtrongeſt incitements, and gave 
us the loudeſt calls, to be active in our day, and uſeful in 

tu guad abes excepto, cætera letus. b 
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our generation. They cried, at leaſt when you lent 
them your tongue, | | 2 
| Such as vain life, an idle flight of days, 

M 


A ſtill deluſtve round of fichly joys, 
ſcene ꝙ \little cares, and trifling paſſions, 
nat ennobled by the deeds of virtue. 5 
How often, at the approach of ſober eve, have we 
ſtole along the cloyſters of a ſequeſtered bower ; atten- 
tive to the tale of ſome querulous current, that ſeemed 
to be ſtruck with horror at the awful gloom ; and com- 
plained with heavier murmurs, as it paſſed under the 
blackening ſhades, and along the raot · obſtructed chan- 
nel !—Or elſe, N the WES. 2 and ſoft- 
ly treading the y path, we liſtened to the nightin- 
vale' ay ; while every gale held its breath, _ all 


the leaves forbore their motion, that they might 


neither drown nor interrupt the melodious wo.—From 


both which penſive ſtrains, you endeavoured to tem- 


and chaſtiſe the exuberant gaiety of my ſpirits. 
You convinced me, that true joy is a ſerious thing *; 


is the child of ſedate thought, not the ſpawn of intem- 


perate mirth ; nurſed, not by the fallies of diſſolute 


merriment, but by the exerciſe of ſerene contempla- 
tion. | ; 


ime „ at the gladſome return of morn, we 


have aſcended an airy eminence; and hailed the new 


born day; and followed, with onr delighted eye, the 
mazes of ſome glittering ſtream.— Here rußbing, with 
impetuous fury, from the mountain's ſide; foaming 

fied rocks, and roaring down the craggy 
ſteep ; impatient as it were, to get free from ſuch rug- 
ged paths, and mingle with the beauties of the lower 
vale. There its career, and ſmooth- 
ing its eddies into an even flow. While, deep embo- 
ſomed in the verdant mead, it giides through the 
cheriſhed and ſmiling herbage. Sometimes loſt amidſt 
cloſing willows ; ſometimes emerging with freſh beauty 

Auenre b enen, 8 n. 
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1 


from the leafy covert; always roving with an air of 
amorous complacency, as though it would; careſs the 
fringed banks, and Gay glehe.—Remmded, by this 
watery monitor, of that conftancy and vigour, with 
which the affections ſhould move towards the great 
centre of happineſs, CHRIST FESU'S ;—of that 
— ardour, with — we —— break - 
t the entanglements of temptation, and obſtacles 
bf the world, in order to reach our everlaſting re/? ;— 
and of the mighty difference between the turbulent, 
the frothy, the precipitate gratifications of vice, and 
the calm, the ſubſtantial, the permanent delights of 


religion, — 5 5 | 

Or elſe, with eager view, we have ſurveyed the ex- 
tenſtve proſpect, and wandered over all the magnih- 
cence of things an endleſs variety of graceful oh- 
zeas, and dehghttul ſcenes! each ſoliciting our chief 
one worthy of our whole attention; 


touch the with a mingled tranf- 


to 


port of wonder, of gratitude, und of jJoy.—So that 


we have returned from dur rural expedition, not as 


and raving at his. in luck; gulled of his money, and 


the 


rift from the 


g+table, curling his ſtars, 


the derided dupe of ſharpers : not as the ſibertine from 
houſe of wantonnets *, ſurfeited with the rank 
1 , of TY ns debauch, 
7 


unwary youth from thoſe ſinks 


* 


reſche, which cnds inthe ignominious halter. There Iotem- 


perance dailybrews the bout, which enervates the Os, 
EPL | g * | 
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debauch, dogged by thame, goaded by remorſe, with 
a thonſand ry iſons 1 in his veins. But 
we returned, as. vs of commerce from the golden 
continent, or the pig) iſtands, with new acceſſions of 
fublime improvement, and ſolid pleafure; with a deep- 
er veneration for the almighty CREATOR ;. with 3 


warmer ſenſe of his ble favours ; and with a 


more inflamed defire, © to know him now by faith, 
and after this life tu have the fruition ob his glorious 
« GODHEAD.” - . 
Sometimes, witk an agreeable relaxation, we have 
transferred our cares, from the welfare of the nation, 
to the flouriſhing of the farm; and, inſtead of eyact- 
ing lations for the civil community, we have 
planned fc.::mes for the cultivation of our ground, 
and the proſperity of our cattle. —Inſtead of attending 
to the courſe of fleets, and the deſtination” of armies, 
we have directed the plough, where to rend the grafly 
turf; or taught the honeyſuckle to wind round the ar- 
hour, and the jeſſamine toclimb upon the walt.—lnſtead 
of interpoſing qur friendly offices, to reconcilecontend- 
ing Rin 7 we have TE 5 tne on coalition, be- 
tween the cyon, and the ting tree; and, 
by the i 0 Mac of the Bag ch de. 
monſtrated (would contending empires regard the pre- 
cedent) what advantages flow from pacitic meaſures, 
and an amicable union. Inſtead o unravelling the 
labyrinths of ſtate, and tracing.the fineſfes of fore; 
courts ; we have made gurſelves acquainted with the 


; ö of nature, and obſerved, how wonderfully, 


ow myſterioufly, that great projectreſs acts. In th 
andiransforms'the man imo a beaſt. While Diſeaſe; pale ca- 


_ daverqus noiſome diſeaſe, anticipates the putrefaction af the 


rave, and cauſes the wretched, martyrs ot vice to rot even a; 
ve ground — Welt may evexy one, who loves life, and would 
fun fee good days, cry out with a mixture of deteſtation and 


drxcad, Omy ſoul, come not thou into their horrid haunts “ 


Du meliora giis, erroremque biftibus illuũ / VIE G. 


H 4 place 


Place the rears a yaſt trunk, and unfolds a 
ty of branches, from one ſmall berry, She g 
by her amazing operations, a few contemptible acorns, 
that were formerly carried in a child's lap, to bear 
the Britiſ thunder round the globe, and ſecure to 
our iſland the ſovereignty of the ocean.—In- another 
ace, the produces from a dry grain, fr/? the green 
blade ; then the turgid ear ; afterwards the full. grown 
and ripened corn in the ear *; repaying, with ex- 
act punctuality, and with laviſh uſury, the huſband- 
man's toil, and the huſhandman's loan ; cauſing, by 
a moſt ſurpriſing reſurrection, the death of one ſeed, 
* 8 birth of * F 3 
_ But I for our caution, A/paſio ; forget how 
kindly you itt 8 me, 4 I hzve been ha- 
ranguing upon. I know not what, powers and works 
of nature. Whereas it is G O D who worketh 
hitherto + : ho to this day exerts, and ta the end 
of time will exert, that ſecret but unremitted ener- 
855 which is the life of this majeſtic ſyſtem, and 
e cauſe af all its ſtupendous operations.— Let this 
ſhew you, how much 1 want my guide, my philoſo- 
pher, and friend, Without his prompung aid, my 
genius is dull; my reflections are aw ; and my 
religious improvements jejune ; ſomewhat like the 
6ungling imitations of the tool, compared with the 
maſterly effects of vegetation —However, I will proceec; 
yet not from any view of informing my Aae, but 
only to draw a bill upon his pen; and lay him under 
an obligation to enrich me with another letter, upon 
the grand and excellent ſubject of his laſt. 


Art is dim-ſighted in her plans, and defective even 
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in her moſt elaborate eſſays. But Nature, or rather 
nature's fublime AUTHOR, is indeed a deligner, and 
a workman that need not be aſhamed J. His eye ſtrikes 
out ten thouſand elegant models, and his touch exe - 


Mark iv. 28. + John v. 17. t 2 Tim. ii. 15. 
2 | ” cutes 
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cutes alt with inimitable perfection. What an admi-. 
rable 1 is here, the divine ſkill, and of the 
divine goodneſs | This terraqueous globe is intended, 
not only for a place of habitation, but for a Rorebouſe 
of conveniencies. If we examine the ſeveral — 
ments of our great abode; if we take a 
tory of our common we ſhall find the-utmoſt 
reaſon to be charmed with the diſplays, both of nice 
economy, and of boundleſs profuſion. 

Obſerve the ſurface of this univerſal — The 
2 coarſe as it may ſeem, and trodden by every 

t, is nevertheleſs the labiratory, where the moſt ex- 
quiſite operations are the ep, if I may fo 
ſpeak, where the fineſt manufactures are wrought. 

hough a multitude of generations have always been 
accommodated, and though a multitude of nations are 
— ſupplied by its —— 8 continues inex- 
hauſted; is a reſource never 52 ne- 
ver to be drained. | —— 

The wnevenneſs of the ground, far from being a bie- 
miſh or a defect, heightens its beauty, and augments 
its uſefulneſs. Here it is ſcooped into deep and ſhel- 
tered vales, almoſt conſtantly covered with a ſponta- 
neous growth of verdure: which, all tender and ſuc- 
culent, compoſes an eaſy couch, and yields the moſt 
agreeable fodder for the — tribes of f cattle .— There 
it is extended into a — opens, champaign country ; 
which, annually repl with the hutvandman's 
ſeed, ſhoots into a copious harveſt ; A harveſt, not only 
— rinci ial wheat, which is the ſtaff of our life, and 

ens our heart; but of the 4 g—_—_ barley *, 
= 4. other ſorts of grain, which yield an ex- 
cellent food for our animals; and either enable them 
to diſpatch aur. drudgery, or elſe fatten their fleſh 
for our tables. 

The furrows, obedient to. the vill of man, vary 


2 I. xxviii. 25. | 4 
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ze *. dring forth à crop of tall, 
ile, Render f ants : whoſe thin filmy coat, dried, 


attenuated, and fkilfally manufactured, transforms it- 
ſelf into fome of the moſt neceſſary accommodations of 
life, and genteeleſt embeth/bments of fociety.—lt is 
822 volumes of cloth ; which, fixed to 
maſt, pive to our ſhips, and waft them to 
e ocean. Ie 3#"twiſted into vaſt 


len dage ; which add nerves to the crane, 
gi of condage; z or elſe, adhering to 


the anchor, they faſten the veſſel even on the fl | 
ting element, and ſecure its ſtation even amidſt dri- 
peſts —It furniſhes the ducheſs with her coſtly 

cately-fine raffles. No lefs dong 
with his coarſe 


frock, and 2 trowfers. Its fi- 
bres, artfully — 57 by che — of the ound 


cover our tables EEE 9 — 


our bodies with a che On this the pai 
ter ſpreads the colours, which g the eye; in chte 
the merchant mers wares, which enrich the world. 
_ Yonder, the hills, like a grand amphitheatre, arife. 
Amphitheatre !/ All the pompous works of Romani 
ence, are leſs than mole-banks, are mere 
with thaſe majeſtic elevations 
of the earth. Some clad with vines; ſome 
crowned — — — with 
miſhapen rocks, or yawning terraneous. dens: 
whoſe rough and inacceſſible crags, whoſe hideous and 
gloomy cavities, are not onlya continual refuge tor the 
Sk goats, but have often proved an aſylum to perfecu- 


neee 
0 2 


One „ ſay ok the carth, * to ita 


vegetable opera: 
a . 2 eſe in niratula rerum - 
+ Flax and hemp. 
$ * David, from Sod dne; to Elyah, from Tezchel's 
+ ; ; vengeancc; 


OY 
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* 
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brows, or penetrate the clouds with their aſpiti 


have fwept through the muſt extcative chimes, and 


in luſcious nectar.— The vine requires a ſtrong ref 


rivers deſeribed, in all the ſublimiry of diction, and with all 
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At a greater diſtance, the mountains lift their ſronen 


Their frozen brows a#reft the roving, con- 
denſe the rarefied vapours . caverned bowels 
collect the dripping treaſures, and ſend them abroad, 
in gradual communications, by trickling ſprings 
While their ſteep ſides preciprtate the _ ores 3. 
rolling them on with ſuch a forcible impulſe +, that 
they never intermit thar unwearied courſe, 


gained their native ſeas. - 


The vineyard fwells into a profuſion of cluſters : 


ſome tinged with the deepeſt purple, and delicat 
clouded with azure: ſome clad with a whitiſh 
{kin, which ſhews the tempting kernels, 194 


tion of the fun-beams, and à very large proportion 


vengeance ; to many of the primitive Chriftians, fram the rage 
of perſecuting emperors : they wandered in deſerts and in maun- 
tains, in dens and caves of the earth, Heb. xi. 38. Ls. 

* Therefore ſtyled—nimboſa cacumina montis. VIA G. 

+ 1t is obſeryed, that the largeſt rivers in the world, thole 
which roll the heavieſt burden of waters, and a the 
moſt extenſive circuit through the nations, take their 
riſe from mountains. The Rhine, the Rhone, and the Pe, all 


' deſcend from the Alps, The Tygris derives its rapid flood 


from the cvertaſting ſnows and ſeep ridges of  Niphates. And, 
to mention no more inſtances, the river Amazonet, which pours 
itſelf through a multitude of provinces, and waters near eigh- 
teen hundred leagues of land, hus its urn in the caverns, and 
2 N eh from the precipices, of that immenſe range of hills, 

If the reader is inclined to fee the origin and formation of 


Thomſon's Autumn, in. 283. laſt edi. | 
Amazing ſcene ! behold, the glooms diſcloſe. "IR 
I ſee the rivers in their infant beds ! | 
Deep, deep 1 hear them, lab'ring to get free? & .. a 
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of warmth. How commodiouſly do the hills and 
mountains, miniſter to this May we not call 
thoſe vaſt declivities, the garden-walls of nature? 
— as wa — 6 6 the moſt coſtly glaſſes, 
een-houſes, concenter the 4 heat, 

— maturity of the grape: diſtending it 
— of the Ane ſcent, the moſt agreeable 
reliſh, and the moſt exalted qualities; ſuch as diſſipate 
ſadneſs, and inſpire vivacity ; ſuch as make glad the 
heart of man, and moſt ſweetly prompt, both his 
gratitude, and his duty, to the muniſicent GIVE. R. 
2 ieve, and I bluſh for my fellow - creatures, that 
uld abuſe this —— of heaven; that any 
thould turn ſo valuable a gift of GOD into an inſtru- 
ment of fin; turn the moſt exhilarating of cordials 
into poiſon, . madneſs, and death. 

The kitchen gurden preſents e.with a now trajn of 
benefits. In! 15 blooming ornaments, what unaffected 


beauty! in its culinary productions, what diverſified 


-riches! It -ripens a multitude of nutrimental eſculents, 
and almoſt an equal abundance of medicinal herbs ; 
diſtributing ents to the healthy, and admini- 


|  Kering remedies to the ſick.— The orchard, all fair 
and ruddy, and bowing down beneath its own deli- 
cious burden, gives us 2 freſh demonſtration of our 
CREATOR kindneſs; regales us, firit, with all the 
— — of es of ſummer-froits; next, with the more laſt- 
be myo of autumnal dainties. 905 
is nature, but a ſeries of wonders; 158 a fund 
of delights! That ſuch a variety of fruits, ſo beau- 
tifully coloured, ſo elegantly ſhaped, and ſo charm- 
| y flavoured, ſhould ariſe from the earth! than 
| nothing is more inſipid, ſordid, and defpicable- 
lam ſtruck with pleaſing aſtoniſhment at t cauſe 
of theſe fine effects, and no leſs ſurpriſed at the man- 
ner of bringing them into exiſtence. I take a walk 
in my garden, or à turn through my orchard, in the 
month of December. There ſtand ee 
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faſtened to the ground. They are erect indeed and 
ſhapely, but without either ſenſe or motion. No hu- 
man hand will touch them, no human aid will ſuccour 
them; yet, in a little time, they are beautifed witli 
blofſoms, they are covered with leaves, and at haſt are 
loaded with mellow treaſures ; with the downy peach 
and the poliſhed plum; with the muſky apricot and 
the juicy pear; with the cherry, and its coral rea- 
ä ants, glowing trough lattices of green, _—y 
—k ͤ— — —— and datt 
Beneath her ample leaf, the luſcious fig. 
Phe wondered at the ſtructure of my Watch; 
wondered more at the deſcription of the filk- 
moſt of all, at the account of thoſe prodigi ous en- 
gines invented by Archimedes. But what are all the 
inventions of all the geometriciaus and mechanics in 
che world, compared with-theſe inconceivably · nice a. 
tamata * of nature! Thele ſeHoperating machines diſ- 
patch their buſineſs, with a Punctvaber that never 
miſtakes, with a dexterity that cannot be equalled. © In 
ſpring, they clothe themſelves with fuch unſtudied but 
exquilite finery, as far exceeds the embroidery of the 
needle, or the labouts of the loom. In autumn, they” 


* Automata, r machines; not meant to ſet 
aſide the ſuperintendency of ere bor only to exchude 
the co-operation of man. | 
The word «4a is uſed by our MASTER; is a \ heavy ee, : 
and moſt expreſſive word ; for which reaſons, I have ventu- 
red to give it a kind of Engli i/6 naturalization. It Sgnifies,. ſays 
a Greek ſcholiaſt. 75 e a lac . Sce Mark iv. 
28.—lt is an ion and an abridgment of that remarkable 
phraſe, which occurs. in the M hiſtory of the creation, 
Ls u ein Nu Cen. ü. 3. Which GOD created and 
ade, appears tautological, and is by no means an exact tranſ- 
lation, It ſhould rather be interpreted, which GOD created jn 
order to male; to make, by thele EE inſtruments and re- 
producing principles, em cſhion of animals, vege 
tables, and creatures. | | 
preſent 


1 
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ent us with ſuch a collation of fweetmeats, and fuch 
ments of taſte, as ſurpaſs all that the moſt cri- 
tical could prepare, or the moſt laviſh fancy i- 
magin that thoſe coarſe and ſenſeleſs logs firit de- 
corate the divine creation, then pertorm the honours 
of the table. : 
If, amidft thee ordinary ary productions of the earth, 
60 appears fo great in counſel aud mighty in work * 
what may — deeds the — nh, 
in the hierarchies. of angels; and in that wonderful 
REDEEMER, who is, beyond all other objects, 
. e 
foreſt . en which, tho 
neither gay wich blofloms, nor rich with fruit, 1 
us with r r and of Every erate 
uality J. But who ſhall cultivate ſuch huge 
e over ſo vaſt a ſpace? The toil were ects 
Ser therefore the all-wiſe and ever-gracions ordination 
of Providence 9 2 conſtituted, that they 
have no need g knife. Nay, 
the little cares pv a e ee ee 
augment their dignity and their els. The more 
they are r ink ane rd ive ; the more 
and ey grow. A 
en Fed by the axe, they are lawed into beams, 
and ſuſtain — of our houſes; they are faſhioned 
into. carriages, and ſerve ae of the hea- 


* Jer. xi. 19. 4 3+ cor. l 24. 8 

2 Tully 11 42 an abridgmentof al the preceding par- 
ticulars : hich, I think, is one of the fineſt landſcapes in 
miniature, * the deſcriptive pen ever drew. Terra umiver- 
a cernat ur, veſtita floribus, herbis, arboribus + ſrngibus-; ; um 
omnium incregibilis multitudb in ſatiabili varietate diſtinguitur. 
Adde huc ſentium gelidas perennitates, tiquores perlucides amni- 
vm, riparympeſtitus viridiſſomer, Speluncarum cenca vat altitudines, 
faxorum aſperitates, impendentium montium altitudines, immen- 
fitateſque camperum. De nat. Deor. lib. II. | 


viel 
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vieſt loads. Their ſubſtance fo pliant, that yield: 
to the chizel of the turner, and are ſmoothed by the. 
plane of the joiner ; are wrought into the niceſt dim». 


0 
* 


nutions of hape, and compole ſome of the fineſt- 


branches of houſehold furniture-—Theis texture ſo 
ſolid, that they form the moſt important parts af thoſe 
mighty engines; which, adapting themſelves ts the 
play of mechanic powers, diſpatch more work in a 
ſingle hour, than could otherwiſe be accompliſhed in 


many days. At the lame time, their preſſure is ſa 


light, that they float upon the waters; and glide along 
e ſurface, almoſt with as much agility, as the Ginny. 
fry glance through the deep—Thus, while they im- 


part magnificence to architecture, and beftow number. 


conveniencies on the family; they conſtitute the 

very baſis of navigation, and give expedition, give 

being to commerce. | aV 
Amid the inacceſſible depths of the foreſt, an ba- 


bitation/1s for thoſe ravenous beaſts, whole ap». 
pearance would be frightful, and their neighbourhoed 


us to mankind. Here the mernly-majeſtic li- 
2 himſelf from his den; ſtalks through the 
midnight - ſhades; and awes the ſavage herds with his 
roar. Here the fiery tyger ſprings upon his prey, and 
on Be, 

| ranges, and the grim wolf prowls, and 
in. queſt of murder and blood. Were theſe horrid 


animals to dwell in our fields, what havgct would they 


make? what conſſernation would they ſpread ? But they 
voluntarily bury themſelves in the deepeſt recefies of 
the deſert ; while the ox, the horſe, and the ſervice · 
able quadrupeds, live under our inſpection, and keep 
within our call; [profiting us as much by their prey 
ſence, as the others oblige us by their abſence. 

If, at any time, thoſe ſhaggy , monſters make an 
excurſion into the babitalile World, it is when man 
retires to his chamber, and ſleeps in ſecurity. The 
ſun, hich invites other creatures abroad, gives _ 
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the ſignal to retreat. The ſun ariſeth, and they get 
them away, and lay them down in their dens *, - Strange ! 
that the orient "light, which is fo pleaſing to us, 
ſhould ſtrike ſuch terror on them! ſhould, more ef- 
fectually ind der de country guards, put them all to 
flight, oe clear nf Lot waged Walen 
8 N | 


Ie turn 6 our 3 to 2 the ne, we nd 

2 moft curious and exquiſite tus of air: which, 
becauſe no object of our ſight, is dom obſerved, 
and little regarded; yet is a ſource of innumerable 
advantages. And all theſe advanta "terns is al- 
moſt ineredible) are fetched from jaws of 
fore 1 ex- 


Wente plung | FI may & foe * e 
"Whole p- re) upon a perſon of moderate ſize, 
n e beers of edbary þ houſand pounds. 
Tremendous cobiideration Should- = celing of « A 
room, or the roof of a houſe, fall upon 
that force, what deſtructive effect 6x. enſue? Such 
4 force would infallibly drive the breath from our 
or break every bone in our bodies. Yet ſo ad- 
| has the divine wiſdom contrived this aereal 
fluid, and ſo nicely counterpoiſed its dreadful power, 
that we receive not the flighteſt hurt; we ſuffer no 
manner of inconvenience; we even enjoy the load. 
Inſtead of being as a mountain on our loins, it is like 
wings to our feet, or like ſinews to our limbs. Is not 
this common ordination of Providence, thus conſidered, 
ſomewhat like the miracle of the burnin buſh ; whoſe 
tender and combuſtible ſubſtance, though in the midſt 
of flames, was neither conſumed nor mjured +? Is it 
not almoſt as marvellous, as the prodigy of the three 
Hebrew sgl who walked in the fiery furnance, 
without having a hair of Gar ad finged, or fo much 
JTILS aaa | / © 4 Exod, iii. 2. 
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as the ſmell of fire paſſing on their garments *.?—Sure- 
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ſun, or the glimmeri 
deprived, only for a tew minutes, of this acreal ſup- 


ly we have reaſon to ſay unto GO D, O, how terrible, 


yet how benelicent, art thou in thy works f 


The air, though too weak to ſupport our flight, is 


2 thoroughfare for innumerable wings. Here the whole 


commonwealth of bird take up their abode. Here 
they lodge and expatiate, beyond the reach of their 


adverſaries, Were they to run upon the earth, they 


would be expoſed to ten thouſan dangers, without 


proper ſtrength to reſiſt them, or ſufficient ſpeed to e- 
ſcape them. Whereas, by mounting the ſkies, and 
lifting themſelves up on high, they are ſecure Fa peril, 


they ſcorn: the horſe aud bis rider f. —Some of them 


perching upon the boughs, others ſoaring amidſt the 
ftirmament, entertain us with their notes ; which are mu- 
fical and agreeable, when heard at this convenient di- 


ſtance ; but would be noiſy and importunate, if brought 


nearer to our cars.—Here many of thoſe feathered: 1. 
milies reſide, which yield us a delicious treat; yet give 


us no trouble, put us to no expence, and, till the mo- 


ment we want ther. are wholly out of our way. 

The air, commiſſioned by its all-bountiful A U- 
THOR, charges itſelf with the adminiſtration of ſe- 
veral offices, which are perfectly obliging, and no leſs 
ſerviceable to mankind. Co- operating with our lungs, 


it ventilates the blood, and refiges our. fluids. It qua- 


lifes and attempers the vital warmth, promotes and 
exalts the animal ſecretions. » Many days. we might 
live, or even whole months, ithaur the light of the 
oy of +. lar, Whereas, if we are 


port, we licken, we faint, we die he ſame univer- 
ſal nurſe has a. conſiderable ſhare in cheriſhing the ſeve- 
ral tribes ot plants. It helps to transfuſe vegetable vi- 
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The air undertakes to convey to our noſtrils the ex- 
tremely · ſubtile e, which tranſpire from odorite- 
rous bodies. Thoſe detached particles are ſo imper- 
ceptibly ſmall, that they would elude the moſt careful 
hand, or eſczpe the niceſt eye. But this truſty depoſi- 
8 and efcorts the irrviſible vagrants, without 

g ſo much as a ſingle atom: ent us, by 
this means, with the delightful fenſations, which ariſe 
from the fragrance of flowers ; and admoniſhing us, 
by the tranſmiſſion of offenſive fmells, to withdraw 
from an unwholeſome ſituation, or beware of any per- 
nicious food. 

The air, by its undulating motion, conduRs to our 
ear all the diverſities of /ound ; and ther rs Pon" 
_ Rev of a moſt sd and fait monitor. 

acroſs the ſtreets of London, with my eye en- 

gd. on other objects; 2 dray, perhaps, with all its 

driving down directly upon me. Or, as I ride 

along the . muſing and unapprehenſive, a chariot 

and fix is whirhng on, with a rapid carcer, at the 

hcels of my borſe. The air, Ike a vigilant friend, in 
pain for my welfare, immediately takes the alarm; 

and, While the danger is at 2 conſiderable diſtance, 

diſpatches a courier to advertiſe me of the approaching 

miſchief. It even thunders in my ear; and, with a 
clamorous but . importunity, 8 me 10 be upon 


nn provide for my 1af | 
7 wafts E cur ſenſe all the modetions of mu- 
c, and the more ble entertainments of refined il | 
converfation. When Myrti/lz firikes the filver ſtrings, 
and teaches the pfichord to warble with her 
CRE AT Oh's praiſe; when her ficred ſonata warms 
the heart with devotion, and wings our deſires to hea- 
ven. When Cleora tunes her ſong; or the nightingale 
—— — when ſhe heightens eve- 
ry melodious note, with her adered RED EEME R's 
name; and ſo ſmooths her charming tones, ſo breathes 
cher rapturous ſoul, 880 GO whe ear liſtens de- 
„ hghted-* 
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<« lighted.” e Wiſdom takes its ſeat on Mitio's 
tongue; and flows, in ſpicuous iods, and in- 
tongue; truths, amidſt the choſen inked his acquain- 
tance. When Benevolence, aſſociated with Perſuaſion, 
dwell on Nicander's lips, and plead the caute of inju- 
red in . ocence, or oppreſſed virtue. When Goodneſs, 
leagued with Happiiſs, accompany Euſebius into the 
pulpit ; and reclaim the libertine Nook the ſlavery of his 
vices; diſenga age the inſidel from the faſcination of his 
prejudices ; and fo affectionately, fo patbetically invite 
the whole audience, to partake the unequalled joys of 
religion. In all theſe cafes, the air diſtributes e- 
very muſical variation with the utmoſt exattreſs ; and 
delivers the ſpeaker's meſſage, with the moſt punctual 
Fidelity, Whereas, without this internuncio, all would 
be ſullen and unmeaning ſilence. We ſhould loſe both 
the pleaſure and theprofit; neither be charmed with the 
harmonious, nor improved by the articulate accents. 
The breezes of the air, when vague and unconſined, 
are ſo very gentle, that they ſport with the molt inof- 
ſenſive wantonnefs amidſt Ophelia's locks, and: icarce 
diſadjuſt a ſingle curl. But, when collected and applied 
by the contrivance of man, they act with ſuch prodi- 
grous force; ay is ſufficient to whirk round the hugeſt 


wh ; though clogged with the moſt encumberang 


loads. 'Th make the ponderbus millſtones move as 
ſwiftly, as the dancer's heel; and the maſſy beams 
ply ae as: en enger. 3% 


„the 


If we elimb, in higher regions, we 
find an endloſs ſyucceſhon of — fed by evaporations 
from the ocean. The clouds are themſelves 2 kind of 
ocean, fuſperided in the air with amazing ll They 
travel, in detached parties; and in the qualily of itrne» 
rant ciſtornt, routid all the torreſtrial globe, They fruc» 
tify, by proper communications of moiſture, the ſpa- 
eious of 3 and gladden, with no 


— IERLNIS C A oetes Nays fo 
LOLLAgeT'S . 


tion. Deſt thou know the-ba 
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condeſcending is the benignity of their great Proprie- 
tor, that they /atrsfy the defelate and waſte ground ; and 


| raufe, even in the moſt uncultivated wilds, the bud of 


the tender herb to ſpring forth . that the natives of 

the lonely deſert, hoſe i ſavage herds which know no 

maſter's ſtall, may nevertheleſs experience th; care, 

_ 8 in the Bounty, of an all- ſupporting P A- 
EN 


How wonderful! that the water, which is much | 
denſer and far heavier than the air, ſhould riſe into it; 


make its way through ĩt; and take a ſtation in the very 
uppermoſt regions of it + This, one would imagine, 
were almoſt as impoflible, as for the rivers to run back 
to their ſource. Tet Providence has contrived a way 
to render it not only practicable, but matter of conti- 
nual occurrence. a 

How wonderful! that pendent lakes ſhould be diffu- 
ſed, or fluid mountains heaped over our heads; and 
both ſuſtained in the thinneſt parts of the atmoſphere! 
We little think of that fu expedient, which, 
without conduits of ſtone, or veſſels of braſs, keeps 
fach loads of water in a buoyant ſtate. Fob and £/:- 
hu conſidered this, and were ſtruck with holy admira- 
s of the clouds! how 
ſuch ponderons bodies are made to joan, with an even 
poiſe, and hover like the lighteſt down? Theſe are the 
wondroug works of HI M, who i perſect in knowledge +. 
He bindeth up-the "waters in bis 19 00 clouds : and the 


cloud, though nothing is more looſe and fluid, becomes, 


by his almighty order, ſtron e as caſks of 
iron; it is 1 1 under et 
a When — eons 1 3 de- 
{cend, we might reaſonably ſuſpect, that they ſhould 
_ forth i in cataracts, or pour out themſelves in tor- 

Whereas; inſtead" of fuch a diſorderly and Pre- 
ee effuſion, chic would he infinitely pernicious, 
they coaleſce into glcbules, and are diſpenſed in gentle 


8 Job xxxvüi. 27 b aun dH. T< Job. xxvi. 8. 
bas. 111 Hobart. 
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7 Jhowers. They are often attenuated into the ſmallneſs 
f of a hair *: they ſpread themſelves, as if they were 
— {trained through the orifices of the ſineſt . pot; 

and form thoſe ua drops of rain, which the cloud d ſtil 


1 an man abundantly 4, Thus, inſtead of drowning 
\ de earth, and ſweeping away its fruits, they cheriſh 


unirverfal nature; and, in conformity to the practice 
of their great MASTER, -diſtribute — humid ſtores 
to men, to animals, and vegetables, as they are able to 
92 hem 1. 
= eſides the relerveire of water, here are cabins 
+ We an en of winds, mild or fierce, gentle or 
boiſterous; furniſhed with breezy wings, to fan the 
Y clowing firmament, and diffuſe refreſhment.on a faint- 
iag world; or dic fitted to act as an univerſal beſom ; 
| and, by ſweeping the chambers of the atmoſphere, to 
preſerve the fine aereal fluid free from feculencies. 
Without this wholeſome agency of the winds, the air 
would ſtagnate; become putrid; and ſurround us, in 
the litera] ſenſe of the words, with darkneſs that might 
be felt ||. London, Paris, and all the cities in che 
world, inſtead of being the ſeats of dance, would 
degenerate into ſinks — ware oorruſ . 
At ſea, the winds ſwell the * ails, and 
ſpeed his courſe along the watery way; ſpeed it far 
more effetually than a thouſand 2 99 beading to 
their ſtrakes, and tugging at the oar.—By land, they 
rerform the office of an immenſe ſeedman, and ſcatter 
abroad the reproductive principles of a multitude ot 
plants; which, though the ſtaff of life to many ani- 
mals, are too mall for the management, or too mean 
for the attention of man, — ¶ E bringeth the winds out 
of, his treaſuries I, is a very juſt obſeryation, whether 


* The Hebrew words, which convey the idea of gentle rain. 

ignify a portion of water, made ſmall as a hair, or divided 
— millions of parts, TIM) DNL Deut, xxxii. 2. 

t Jab. xxxvi. 28. f Mark iv. 33. J Exod. x. 21. + Pal. cxxV. 7. 
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it relate to'GON's. abſolute and uncontrollable domi- 
nion over this moſt potent meteor, or to its welcome 
and ſalutary infruence * on all the face of nature. 
Here are lightmags ſtationed. Though dormant at 
— they are in act to ſpring, and launch the livid 
; whenever their piercing flaſh is neceſſary to 
deſtroy the ſulpbureous vapours ; or dillodge any other 
noxious matter, which might be prejudicial to the de- 
licate temperature of the æther, and obſcure its more 
than cryſtalline tranſparency. © | 
Above all is ſituate a radiant and majeſtic orb, which 
enlightens the tracts, chears the inhabitants, and co- 
lours all the productions af this habitable globe. While 
the air, by a ſingular addreſs in managing the rays, 
ampliſies their uſefulneſs; its ręfecting power + aug- 
ments that heat, which is the life of nature; its reſracl. 
ing power prolongs that ſplendar, which is the beauty 


* Quam ſalutares autem dedit, quam tempeſtivos non mod; 
hominum, ſed etiam pecudum generi, iis denique omnibus que c- 
riuntur a terra, ventos ? quarum flatu nimii temperantur ca- 
fares, ab iiſdlem etiam maritimi curſus celeret et certi diriguntur. 

+ The air is a curious cover, which, without the 
—— mer — earth _ any pereeivable . co my 
. t increaſes the vivifying heat the tun. 
The air increaſes this kindly, heat, cya. fame manner as 
our garments by day, or bed-cloaths by night, give additional 
warmth to our bodies —Whereas, when the acreal veſtment 

thin, or, to ſpeak more philoſophically, when the air 
leſs in quantity, and more attenuated in quality, the MW 
ſolar warmth is very ly diminiſhed. Travellers on the 
lofry mountains of America ſometimes experience, to their ter- 
rible cofi, the truth of this obſervation. Though the clime, 
at the foot of thoſe prodigious hills, is even hot and ſultry ; 
yet, on their ſummits, the cold rages with fuch exceſſive ſeve- 
rity, that it is no unuſual calamity, for the horſe and his rider 
to be frozen to death. We have therefore great reaſon to blc!s 
the fupreme DISPOSER of things, for placing us in the 
commedious concavlty, or rather under the cheri/ding wings o 
an atmoſphere. "1 
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Jpeed. By which means, they ſpread 
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of the creation. Theſe emanations of light, though 
formed of inactive matter, yet ( ing a tus 
of almighty wiſdom ) are refined almoſt to the Jubtilty 
of ſpirit, and are fcarce inferior even to thought in 
themſelves, with 
2 kind of inſtantanenus trnſtnels, through the circum- 
ference of a whole. 3 and though they fill, 
where-ever they pervade, yet "they ſtraiten no place, 
embarraſs no one, encumber nothing. 

Theſe give the diamond its þrilliancy, and the vel 
vet its gloſs: to theſe the cheartul eye is obliged for 
its lively ſparkle, and the modeſt cheek for its roſy 
bluſh. Theſe, atten the judicious touches of the 
pencil, hid the drapery , — the embodied. figure 
ariſe; bid the countenance wear the calm ſerenity of 
thought, or be agitated with the wild tranſports of 
paſſion. Without this carcumitance ef ce/oxr, weſhould 
wantall the entertainments of viſion, and be at a loſs to 
diſtinguiſhi one thing from another. We ſhould heſi - 
tate to pronounce, and muſt (ake a little journey to 
determine, whether yonder inclofure contains a piece 
of paſturage, or a plot of arable land. We- ſhould 
queſtion, and could not very ouſly reſolve, 
whether the next we meet, be a ſoldier in his 
regimentals, or a twain in his holiday · ſnit ? a bride in 
hier ornaments, or a widgw in her weeds ? But colour, 
like a particular livery, characterizes the clas, to 
which every individual belongs. It is the /abel, which 
Rag + upon the firſt inſpection, its reſpective quali- 

It is the fictet, which. guides our choice, and di- 
— our hand “. 15 


We have curſorily ſurveyed the 4 — — 
W rue — red the graumd. 
I, I believe; fo „e thoſe noide ined 


taphors, uſed by the divine ſpeaker. It is turned as clay to the 
ſeal, and they fland as d garment : it, the earth, and all irs 
» 0 92 ſud, dat cilour end bewo- 
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floor ; if we deſcend into the ſubterraneous lodgments, 
the cellars ot the ſtately ſtructure, we ſhall there atio find 


the moiſt exquilite contrivance acting in concert with 
the moſt protuſe goodneis. Here are various miner als, 
of ſovereign efhcacy in medicine; which rectify 
the vitiated blood, and quicken the languid _ ; 
which often rekindle the tading bloom in the virgin 
complexion, and reinvigorate the enfeebled — 
manhood.— Here are beds fraught with metals ot the 
richeſt value, From hence come the golden trea- 
ſures, from hence the ſilver ftores, which are the 
very life of traſlic; and circulate through the body 
politic as the vital fluid through the animal frame: 
which, in the — hand of charity, are feet 
to the lame, and "eye. to the blind, and make the 


widow's heart fin Here are mines, which 
yield a metal of — but of a firmer cohe- 
non, and of ſu uſefulneſs ; A metal, that con- 


ſtitutes almoſt all the implements, with which art exe- 
cutes her various — Without the aſſiſtance of 
iron, trade would be reduced to the loweſt ebb ; com- 
merce would feel her wings clipped ; and every ſpecies 
of mechanic ſxill, either utterly fail, or be miſerably 
baffled. - Without the afliſtance of iron, it would be 
almoſt impoſſible to rear the ſteady maſt, to diſplay the 
daring canvals, or drop the faithtul anchor. Heſtitute 
of this ever necuful commodity, . we ſhould have no 
plough to furrow the foil, no ute to traverſe the 


ty. Juſt as the ſoft clay, and the melting wax, receive an ele- 
gant impreffion from the ſeal.—They (the morning and the day- 
pring, mentioned in a preceding verſe) ſtand as 'a_ garment ; 
they act the part of a magnificent and univerſal cloathing ; give 
all viſible abjcfts, Keen) aſpect, and 3 diſtinctions. 
Job XXXViii. 14. 

What bold and fine images are here be fea had been de- 
ſeribed as an inſam, changeable, froward, and impetvous, 
with thick darkneſs for its ſuaddling · band. The light is repre- 
ſented as an hondmaid, to dreſs the creation; and ex- 
the CREATOR, orders, with a punAuality: that 
never fails, with a /peed that cannot be equalled, 


loom, 
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loom, ſcarce any ornament for polite, or any utenſil 
for ordinary life. e AROBGO JOY SUNTY 7 
Niere is an incxhauſted fund of combu/?+ble materials *, 
which ſupply the whole nation with fewel. Theſe 


preſent their miniſtrations in the kitchen; and yielding 


themſelves as aliment to the flame, render our 

both palatable and healthy. Theſe offer their ſervice 
at the forge; and, with their piercing heat, mollify 
the moſt ſtubborn bars, till they. become pliant to the 
itroke of the hammer. — The coa/s pour "themſelves 
likewiſe into the glaſs-houſes. They rage, amidſt 
thoſe aſtoniſhing furnaces, with irreſiſtible but uſeful 
ferceneſs, They liquify even the obdurate flint, and 
make the m it rigid ſubſtances far more ductile 
than the ſofteſt clay, or the melting wax ; -make them 
obſequious, not only to the lighteit touch, but to the 
impreſſions of our very breath. 

By this means, we are furniſhed, and from the 
coarſeſt ingredients, with the moſt curious, beautiful, 
and ſerviceahle manufacture in the world: A manu- 
facture, which tranſmits the light and warmth of the 
{tun into our houſes; yet excludes the annoyance of 
the rains, and tlie violence of the e | * 

ives new eyes to decrepit age, and vaſtly more enlarged 
3 to ohiloſophy and r which leads e 
aſtronomer's diſcernment, even to the /atellites of Sa- 
turn : and carries down the naturaliſt's obſervation, 
as far as the animalcule race; bringing near what is 
immenſely remote, and making viſible what, to our 
unaſſiſted ſight, would be abſolutely imperceptible. 

We have alſo, when the fun withdraws his ſhining, 
an expedient to ſupply his place. We can create an 


As for the earth, ſays Job, out of it cometh bread: corn, 
vegetables, and whatever is good for food, ſpring from its ſur- 
face. While under it is turned up as it were fire : its lower parts 
TANT its deeper ſtrata, yield combuſtible materials: which 
are eaſily enkindled into fire, and adminiſter the moſt fubſtan- 
tial fewel for the flame. Jeb xxvili, R | 
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artißcia] day in our rooms, and prolong our ſtudies, 
or purſue our buſineſs, under its chearing influence. 
With beaming tapers and ruddy fires, we chaſe the 
ä and mitigate * the cold; we cheriſh conver- 
ſation, and cultivate the focial ſpirit. We render 
thoſe yery intervals of time, ſome of the moſt delight- 
tul portions of our life, which otherwiſe would bea 
joyleſs and unimproving void. 

. ' Theſe obſcure caverns are the birth-place of the moſt 
{parkling Ems. which, when nicely poliſhed, and 
prodigal ef their luſtre, ſtand candidates for a place on 
the royal crown, or a ſeat on the virtuous fair- one's 
breaſt: and, Iwill not with our men of gallantry ſay, 
emulate the living brilliancy of her eyes; but ſerve as 
a foil, to ſet off the lovelineſs and excellency of her 


accompliſhed mind, and ainiable converſation; whoſe 


Ian hardly forbear tranſcribing the gratzſul and pious re- 
mark, which Sccrates makes on this occaſion. Demonſtrating, 
from the advantageous and benign conſiirution of things, 
G OD's indulgeut care for mankind, he aks, To 4+ 3 to nup ee 
nxrs, exetuper err AN. igen bt enger, omiphes be vet wore Tm, g ga 
<a H rams arlpors ae neee Cc yep . u, win e avs 
Tvpes aviguro: ru mp for ee. cee To which his pupil 
very intelligently replies, T d che. Vid. Socrat. 
Memor. lib IV. A work, which may be ranked among the 
fineft remains of antiquity. Equal, tis acknowledged, to any 
of the ancient eompotitions, in purity of Nee, dignity of 

ſentiment. Superior, I think, to them all. the artful, deli - 

cate, and happy manner of conveying inſtruction. 
I wiſh, the author of the preceding dialogues had been 
better acquainted with the Socratic method ; and I could wiſh 
that young ſtudents for the miniſtry would adopt the ſkill o 

this Heathen philoſagher, Perhaps, no qualification of buman 

would more effectually contribute to render them, 

what, St Paul ſtyles denen, —It ſeems to be the moſt inſinua- 
ting and ſucceſsful way both to convince abd inſtrutt. Nay, it 
convinces the opponent out of his own mouth, and makes 
the pupil inſtruct himſelf, It is what the TEACHER ſent 
from GOD practiſed, in thoſe incomparable ſketches of obli- 
ging and maſterly adde the parables of the t debtors, and 


of che goed Samaritan. Luke vii. 41. Luke x. 30. 
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ce, according to the unerring eſtimate of infpration, 

is ſuperior to ſapphires, is far above rubies X. 

Here are quarries, ſtocked with ſtones, inferior in 
beauty to the jeweller's ware, but much more emi- 
nently — which, when properly ranged, and 
cemented with a tenacious mortar, form the convenient 
abodes of peace, and build the ſtrongeſt fortifications 
of war; defending us trom the in cies of the 
weather, and the more formidable aſſaults of our ene- 
mies. Theſe conſtitute the arches of the bridge, which 
convey the traveller, with perfect ſecurity; over the 
deep and rapid ſtream. Theſe ſtrengthen the arms, 
the ſtupendous arms, of the mole; which ſtretch them- 
{elves far into the ocean, break the impetuoſity of the 
furze, and ſcreen the bark from tempeſtuous ſeas. — 
Theſe ſtony - treaſures, are co ively /oft, while 

continue in the bowels of the earth; but acquire 
an increaſing hardneſs, when expoſed to the open air. 
Was this remarkable peculiarity reverſed, what dif- 
ficulties would attend the labours of the maſon? His 
materials could not be — — from their bed, nor 
taſhioned for his purpoſe, without infinite toil. Were 
his work completed, it could not long withſtand the 
fury af the elements; but inſenſihly mouldering, or in- 
ceflantly 3 would elude the expectations of the 
owner; per ve an immature ve, in- 
ſtead of a durable $a | ws 

Here are various affortments or vaſt layers of clay : 
which, however contemptible in its appearance, is a- 
bundantly more 3 than the rocks of 
e 208 20, ped. 
with great expedition into v 

and of almoſt. every ſize, . Some ſo delicately 
fine, that they compoſe the moſt elegant and orna- 
mental furniture, for the tea-table of a princeſs. O- 
thers ſo remarkably cheap, that — ranged on 
the eto, and miniſter a the yan. 


Prov. xi. 100. 
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bat. All ſo perfectly neat, that no liquid takes the 
ſt taint, nor the niceſt palate any diſguſt, from their 
iy ſervices. 


A multiplicity of other valuable ſtores, are locked 
ups by Providenee, in thoſe ample vaults. The ſey of 

is committed to the management of imduſtry; with 
free permiſſion to produce each particular ſpecies, 2s 
_ neceſſity ſhall demand, or prudence direct. | 
Which ſhall we moſt- admire, the bountiful heart, 
the liberal hand, or the all-diſcerning eye of our great 
CREATOR? How obſeryable and admurable is his 
precaution, in removing theſe uſeful but cumbrous 
wares, from the fuperticies ; and ſtowing them, in 
proper repoſitories, beneath the ground Were they 
ſcattered over the furface of the foil, the earth would 
be *embarraſſed with the enormous load, Our. roads 
would be blocked up, and ſcarce any portion left free 
for the operations of hufbandry. Were they works 1 
extreme deep, or ſunk to the centre of the globe, it 
would coft us immenſe pains to procure them; or ra- 
ther, they would be quite nacre//ible.——Were they u- 
niformly ſpread into a | pavement for nature ; the trees 
could not ſtrike their roots, nor the herbs ſhoot their 
blades; but univerfal ſeriliiyj muſt enſue.— Whereas, 
by their preſent Gipolition, they furniſh us with a 
magazine of metallic, without cauſing any diminu- 
tion of our vegetable treafures. Foſſils of every ſplen- 
did and ſerviceable kind enrich the bowels, while bloom 
and verdure embellifh the face of the earth, R 


nee! Kere is the arrangement of this grand edi- 
beneficent the deſtination of its whole * fur- 
ber in which, all is regulated with confummate 
ill, and touched: into the higheſt perfection. All moſt 


„No notice i i eee. in this little rene-rell of 
nature's wealth; becauſe a diſtinct ſketch is given of that 


++ ps and its principal ſervices, in LE TTEAIX. 
lg exactly 


- 
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exactly adapted to the various intentions of Provi- 
dence, and the manifold exigencies of mankind; to 
ſupply every want we can feel; and gratify every wi 
we can form. 22 + of 
Inſomuch that the whole ſyſtem affords a favourite 
and exalted topic of praiſe, even to thoſe diſtinguiſh- 
ed beings, who /tand on the ſea of glaſs, and have the 
mo! of GOD in their hands. They lift their voice 
and fing, Great and marvellous are thy works, O LORD 
G OD almighty */-—And there not reaſon, my e 
would ſay, infinite reaſon, for vs to join this triumph- 
ant choir; aad add gratitude to our wonder, love to 
our Hallelujahs ? Since all theſe things are to us, not- 
merely objects of contemplation, but ſources of ac- 
commodation; not only 2 majeſtic. ſſ le, bright 
with the diſplay of our CREATOR*s wiſdom, but 
an ineſtimable gift, rich with the emanations of his | 
- The carth hath he /i before the inhabitants | 
of glory, but the earth hath he giden to the children of | 
men f.— Having given us ourſelves; given us a world; 
has he not a right, a moſt unqueſtionable and unrival- 
led right, to make that tender demand, My ſon, give 
me thy heart 1? TOE ; 
Shall I add another paſſage, which, viewed with any 
but the laſt paragraph, will be like the head of gold, 
eminent and conſpicuous on feet of iron and clay? It 
is taken from the fineſt philoſophical oration that ever 


* Rev. xv. 3. Great and marvellous are thy works, O 
LORD GOD almighty! juft and true are thy ways, thou 
KING of ſaints ! The firſt part feems to mean, what the in- 
ſpired writer calls, the ſong of Moſes. The ſecond contains, 
what he ſtyles, the ſong f the LAM B. The firſt, I ſhould 
imagine, relates tothe ſtupendous works of creation. The ſecond 
alludes to the far more wonderful ſcheme of redemption. 
The former, deſcribing the ſyſtem of nature, s recorded by 
Mofes ; the latter, comprehending the ſal vation of the fatats, 
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was made. I never read it, but with a glow of de: 
light, and with impreſſions of awe. It is, in ſhort, 
inimitably ſpirited and ſublime-—Yor think, perhaps, 
] act an impolitic part, in being ſo laviſh of my praiſe; 
and that the quotation muſt 70 fer, by fach an ag- 
randizing introduction. But] am 9222 0 a 2 — 
s of this kind. Forbear to be delighted, if you 
can; ceaſe to admire, if you can, when you hear O M- 
NISCIENCE itſelf declaring, that, on the fight 
of this univerſal fabric, emerging out of nothing, TH? E 
_MOENING-ST ARS SANG TOGETHER, AND ALL THE 
Sons OF 3 FOR NT ſtem 
_ was ſo grace magmhcent, an all ref} , 16 
_ Exquilitely finiſhed, that the moſt exalted intelligences 
2 {pom were tranſported. They knew not 
i how of themſelves on the great occafion, but 
exultation, and ſongs of praiſe. I it pof- 
ation to conceive an encomium ſo juſt, 


and majeſty of ſentiment. any thin 
of mine muſt he intolerably flat; unleſs you Lil es 


n chat Lam; with che moſt cor: 


dial fincerity,. 
| | I dear Aﬀpaſio, 
e Ixvialabiy yours, 
47 "41 T HERO. 
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F you write with "V4 a view, and from ſuch z 


- motive, as are e mentioned in your laſt, expect no 
more 


tifully noble I am: ſure, after ſo 
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more free-will offerings from my pen. In this one 
inſtance, I ſhall think it my duty to be covetous. | 
ſhall act the miſer out of principle; and hardly per- 
ſuade myfelf to part with a ſingle line, till it is ligne 
an undeniable 22 I muſt turn your own artifice on 
yourſelf; and lay you under a neceſſity of obliging, en- 
tertaining, and edifying me by your correſpondence. 
For give me leave to affure you, that I _ always 
delighted, and always improved by your epiſtles. 
They ſhew me a multrtude of beauties in the creation, 
which I ſhould not otherwiſe have diſcerned.” They 
point out the infinite power, the unſearchable wifdom, 
and the charmingly-rich neſs of the glorious 
MAKER. Such a philoſophy turns all nature into 
a ſc bool of inſtruction, and is an excellent handmeid to 
— — reli ion. It makes every object a ſtep, better than a 
— to raiſe — our knowledge and our affec- 
Lew to the adorable and immortal CAUSE of all. 
While I am roving heedlefsly Tongs ur remarks 
often interpoſe, hke tome intelligent try monitor, 
who claps his hand upon my — and ſays, Stand 
ftill, and confider the whales + works of GOD *.—Will- 
ingly I obey the admonition : the Chri/tran may 
with peculiar complacency, confider this n 
ma of wonders, this copious gore Boulg « of 
ngs ; and, conſcious of an intereſt in 7 ESS, 
has a right to call them all hes exon f. He may look 
round upon preſent things; look forward unto future 
things ; and, — 4 m his SAVIOUR merit, 
may confidently fay,—* Nat one only, but both theſe 
« worlds are mine. By virtue of wy RE DE EM- 
« E'R's righteouſneſs, I poſſeſs the [neceſſary accom- 
« modations of this life; and, on the fame unſhaken 
<* footing, I ſtand, entitled to the inconceivable 
« feircity-of a better. 
Surely then it will be as pleaſing an employ, and as 
icꝛportant a ſearch, to examine the va/rdity of our title to 
Job xxxvii. 14. | + 1 Cor. tit: 2. 
| tuture 
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future things, as to eſtimate the value of our preſent 
28 Yau have executed the one, let me attempt 
the other, ou have ſurveyed material nature. It 
appears to be a fair and ſtately . manſon ; void of 
all defect; and, for the purpoſes which it is intended 
to anſwer, completely finiſhed. Is not our SA V I- 
Gy R's OT, e F e made fot indigent 
an ilty ſouls, equally rich and equal! ect? 
Since t. this is eu * 2 ; bes che o- 
ther is tranſient and periſhable; doubtleſs we may 
argue with the judicious apoſtle ; F that whish is to 
be done away, which will ſoon be conſigned over to 
diffolution, ig glorious ; much more that which remaineth, 
whoſe bleſſed effects continue to eternal ages, 15:glori- 
ous *, 1 5 

We are every one as an unclean t bing F Our v 

nature is contaminated. Even ſanctification, Gough 
it deſtroys the reigning, does not wholly ſuperſede 

polluting power of iniquity. So that whatever graces 
we exerciſe, whatever duties we perform, (like the 
rays of light tranſmitted through coloured glaſs), or like 
_ generous wine ſtreaming from a defiled caſk), they re- 
cave ſome im tinge, or contract ſome debaſing 
taunt. But CHRIST was entirely free from this in- 
-nate contagion. He had no erroneous apprehenfions 
in his mind, no corrupt bias upon his will, nor any ir- 
1 * concupiſcence in his affections. | 


k: g thus perfectly undefiled, he did no fin, neither 
wat guile found in his mouth f. All his thoughts were 
innocent, all his words were irreproachable, and every 
action blameleſs. - The moſt accompliſhed among the 
children of men, when furpriſed in ſome unguarded 
moment, or aſſaulted on ſome weak fide, have been be- 
trayed into error, or hurried into fin. Even Me. 
foake unadviſedly with his lips; and Aaron, the faint 
of the LORD, warped to idolatrous practices. They 

were like ſome ſtagnating late; in which, the dregs be- 
* 2 Cor, iii. 11 + If, Ixiv. 6. þ 1 Pet, ii. 22, 10 
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ing ſubſided, the waters appear clean; but when ſtirred 
by temptation, or agitated by aſſliction, the ſediment ri- 
ſes, and the pool is diſcoloured. Whereas, CHRIST 
may be compared to a fountain, that is all tranſparency, 
and pure to the very bottom; which, however ſhaken, 
however diſturbed, is nothing but fluid cryſtal 3 per- 
manently and invariably clear. NE | 
lt was a ſmall thing for the bleſſed FESUS, to 
have no depraved propenſity ; he was born in a ſtate 
of conſummate -refitude, and adorned with © te 
beauties of holineſs; HOLINESS TO THE 
LORD was inſcribed, not on the mitre, but on the 
heart of our t HIGH PRIEST. Therefore 
he is ſtyled, by the angelie harbiager of his birth, 
THAT HOLY THING *n the prophecy of 
Zechariah, the dignity of our REDEEMER's na- 
ture, arid the pertection of his obedience, ate diſplay- 
ed by the ſimilitude of a ſfone t, adorned with exqui- 
lite engraving :/ wrought, not by Bezalecel or Aholiab, 
though divinelyanfpired- artiſts, bat by the finger of 
JEHOVAH himſelf; and more highly finiſhed, 
than it is poſſible for human {kill to equal, or human 
thought to conc%, q... 


„The whole tenor of our LORD! conduct, was 


a lleing exemplification of piety and morality, in their 
moſt exten/rve branches, and moſt amiable forths. Saints 


of che higheſt- attalaments, have fallen ſhort of the 
Ze Luke i. 3 5 —Which is ſpoken, in cintradiflin&ion to the 


ſtate, of all other births 3 and jmplies the univerſal prevalence 


of original corruption, this one inſtance only excepted; For, 


if other infants were 7 at their firſt formation, and made 


after the image of G0 


"this rematk had been trivial and 


impertinent, if not droll and butleſque ; like ſaying with great 


. 


move the E of that land in one day. 


ſolemnity, The child ſhall have à mouth ahd a head; aye, 
and eyes in the bong; and lips to the ther.“ | = 3 


+ Zech iii. 9. Behold the flone that I 'bave laid before Jo- 


ua: upon one flone ſball be ſeven eyes; bebaut! I vill engrave 
the graving thereof, ſaith the LORD of hoſts, and I will re- 
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glory of GOD; have been far from reaching the ex- 
alted ſtandard of his precepts. But CHRIST fail- 
ed in no point, came ſhort in no degree. We for- 
merly obſerved the great ſublimity, and vaſt extent of 
the divine law. From whence appears the extreme 
difficulty, nay the utter unpoſſibility of our juſtifica- 
tion, on account of any duties performed by ourſelves. 
How ſhould we 7 e "then to contemplate the vica- 
rious righteouſneſs of our condeſcending and ado- 
rable 8 VRETY? As the mercy-ſcat — exactly 
commenſurate to the dimenſions of the ark; ſo. did our 
LOR D's obedience moſt fully quadrate with all and 
every demand of the divine law. It flowed from thoſe 
beſt of principles, ſupreme love to GOD, and un- 
feigned affection to mankind. 


Tom theſe two capital ſources, let us trace our 
1. OR D*s obedience, through ſome little part of its 
Auen progretk.—Thm gcrgh 2 was con- 
Fpicuous, even from his car The ſacred ſo- 
lemmities of the Ys — — pg gaping to bi to his 
youthful mind, than all the entertainments 

When be entered upon his miniſtry, whole n. —— 
were not too long tor thi his copious devotions. The 
lonely retirements of the deſert, as affording o _ 
-nity for undiſturbed communion with G0 
more deſirable to CHRIST, than the — 
an admiring world. 

So ceaſeleſs and tranſcendent was his love to GOD, 
that he never ſought any ſeparate pleaſure of his own; 
but always did thoſe thin which were pleaſing in his 
FATHER's light. 
lorpt in the will of the MOST HIGH; and it Was 
Lit meat and drink, 1 and delightful as the 
richeſt food, or as * 19 Ts to fimſh- the work 


that was given him to do * 
So entirely devoted to the honour of G OD, that 
John i. 34. 
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2 zeal for his houſe, and for the purity of his ordi- 
nances, is repreſented, by the evangelical hiſtorian, as 
eating him up *, Like a heavenly flame glowing in his 
breaſt, it ſometimes fired him with a graceful indig- 
nation; ſometimes melted him into godly ſorrow; and, 
by exerting itſelf in a variety or vigorous efforts, 
conſumed his vital ſpirits. n . N. 
So active and unremitted was the obedience of the 
bleſſed JESUS, that the ſan did not enter upon his 
race with a more conſtant aſſiduity, no: diſpatch his 
buſineſs with greater expedition: and ſure J am, that 
radiant luminary never diſpenſed beams, half fo bright 
or a thouſandth part ſo beneficial. —Short was his ipan, 
but how grand and extenſive were his ſervices ! So 
grand, hat they —＋ —— glory to G0 D, than all 
the adminiſtrations of Providence, and all the phxno- 
mena of nature. So extenſſve, that they ſpread, in 
their gracious efficacy, to the ends of the earth, and 
to the clofiflg period of time. Nay, they will diffuſe 
their blefſed influence even to the Galeſtia world, and 
have no other limits of their duration than the ages 
Moſt ectionately concerned for the welfare of 
mankind, he ſpent his ſtrength, not barely in relieving 
them, when his aid was implored; but in ſceting the 
aſſlicted, and offering his aſſiſtance. With great fa- 
tigue f, he travelled to remote cities; and with no 


JESUS being weary with his journey, , vec; John 
iv. 6.— e is thus explained a Greet commentator, «rar, 8 
r tug, Our LORD fat down, without ceremony and without 
complaint, even on the rough place : contented to ufe it, juſt 
as he found it; neĩther defiriag a fofter ſeat, nor wiſhing for 
any better accommodation. I rather think, the adverb refers 
to the preceding adjective , which — a ſtate of 
very great fatigue; weakening a perſon to ſuch a degree, that 
he can hardly walk with feady ſteps, ot even fit in an upright 
attitude. Ch ſacred hiſtorian ſeems to mean, that our LURD 
fat in ſuch a poſture, as yoke the laſſitude of his body: de- 
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leſs condeſcenſion, he viſited the meaneſt villages, that 
all might have the benefit and comfort of his preſence, 
Though multitudes of . miſerable objects were brought. 
to him from, every quarter, yet he was pleaſed even 
to prevent the wiſhes of the diſtreſſed, and went about 


Me gave ſight *, and all the a ſcenes of na- 
ture, to the blind; health, and all the choice comforts 
of life, to the diſeaſed. He expelled malevolent ra- 

ing dæmons; and reſtored, what is more precious than 
the ight of the body, or the vigour of the conſtitu- 
tion, the calm pales of the, intellectual faculties. 
What greatly. /urpaſſed preceding bleſſings, 
he releaſe the wretched foul from the — wg 
darkneſs, and from the tyranny of ſin. He made his 
followers. partakers of a divine nature, and prepared 
them for a ſtate of never-ending bliſs. LI 
Such pri treaſures of wiſdom; and beneficence 
| flowed from his tongue, and were poured from his 
hands How different theſe triumphs of mercy, from 
the trophies erected, by wild ambition, in the bloody 
field! If Heathens celebrated thoſe mighty butchers, 
who. made cities their ſlaughter- houſe; made half the 
lobe, their ſhambles ; and meaſured their merit, by 
e devaſtations they ſpread ; how: ſhould Chri/tians 
admire. this heavenly, BENEFACTOR, who roſe 
upon a wretched world, with healing under his wings! 
who diſtributed, far and near, the unſpeakably- rich 
gifts of knowledge and holineſs, of temporal happi- 
neſs and eternal I 777 OD 
clared the failure of his ſpirits; and /hewed him to be ſpent 
with the heat of the day, and the toil of travelling. Which 
circumſtance. gives a moſt beautiful heightening to his charity 
and zcal, ſo generouſly and fo l canned in the fol- 
lowing conference. 46. r WES? 
„ Expat ro busen, is the delicate and noble expreflion of 
the evangeliſt, Luke vü. 21. He made them a preſent of ght. 
Silver and gold had he none; but theſe were bis gifts, ſuch 
were his alms. _ 20 2 27 5 1-48 
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Nor were theſe righteous acts his ſtrange wol k, but 
his repeated, his hourly, his almoſt - inceſſant employ, 
Sometimes we hear him preaching in the temple, or 
publiſhing his glad tidings in the lynagogues. Some- 
times we ſee him teaching in private houſes, or bring - 
ng forth the things of bis goſpel on the deck of 
a ſhip. At times, he takes a mountain for his 
pulpit; the heavens are his ſounding-board; and 4 
that have eers te hear, are invited to be his audience. 
Does he lay aſide this ſolemn office? It is only to 
carry on the ſame deſign, in a more condeſcending 
and familiar manner. It he mects with the Phariſees, 
he diſcovers their errors, and reproves their vices; he 
confutes their objections, and (in caſe they are not ab- 
ſolutely inacceſſihle to wife countet) rectiſies their mit- 
takes. It he vouchſafes to be preſent at a feaſt, he fur- 
niſhes the richeſt, incomparably the richeſt part of 
the treat. Honey and milk are under his tongue. He 
inculcates lowlineſs of mind on the vain + ; he recom- 
mends diſintereſted charity to the ſelſiſh ; and pro- 
miſes pardon to the weeping penitent [js he retired 
from ether company, and ſurrounded only by his 
choſen attendants? His converſation is a ſermon. Whe- 
ther he ſit in the inner chamber, or travel on the pu- 
blic road, or walk through the corn - felds, he is ilill 
proſecuting his great work ; training up his diſciples 
for their ſacred function; and imparting to them, 
what they may communicate to others. — Is he retired 
from all company? Even then he does not diſconti- 
nue his labours of love, but adds the fervent intercer- 
lions of the night, to the charitable toils of the day, 
Yes, when all but himſelf lay funk in ſoft repoſe, this 
ADVOCATE for a guilty world was engaged'in 


an exerciſe of benevolence ; which, though ſecret and 


unobſerved as the falling dews, was far more benek- 
cial to our beſt intereſts, than thoſe pearly drops to the 
V Cant. iv. 11. * + Luke xiv, 8. © | Luke xiv. 12, 
Luke vii, 48, K 3 .Moſt 
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Moſt charming and unparallelled benignity | He 
forgot his daily Hey neglected his cel reſt, to 
Jpend and be ſpent for the ſalvation of mankind. 
Neither the hardſhips of continual ſelt-denial, nor 
the calumnies of envenomed tongues, could divert 
him from purſuing this favourite buſineſs. —He ſought 
none of your honours, coveted none of your rewards, 
O ye children of men! What he ſought, what he 


coveted, was, to wear out his life in your ſervice, 


and lay it down- for your ranſom. This was all his 
deſire, and this indeed he defired earneſtly. —He long- 


ed (beneficent, bleſſed B EIN G!), he longed tor the 


fatal hour. He ſeverely rebuked one of his diſciples, 
who would have diſſuaded him from going as a volun- 
tier to the croſs. He was even /trarztened , under a 
kind of holy uneaſineſs, till the dreadful work was 
accompliſhed; till he was — with the baptiſm 
of his ſufferings, bathed in blood, and plunged in 


By this moſt meritorious obedience and death, 
what did he not deſerve? what did he not procure? 
He procured thoſe ineftimable bleſſings, the pardon of 
fin, and reconciliation with GOD ; | them 

O! love unmerited and unmeafurable!) for prodigals, 
for traitors, for rebels. To this it is owing, that we, 
who were enemies againſt GOD, may call the KING 
of heaven our Father; may have free acceſs to him in 


Lale xii. 50, The original word emrxeua: ſeems to expreſs 
the condition of a perſon wedged in, on every fide, by a tu- 
multuous throng of people. His hands are hampered, and 
His body is confined in a moving priſon: be is cruſhed, and 
hurried to and fro: he pants for breath, and is almoſt ſtifled in 
the croud. How muſt ſuch a one long to be di/engaged from 
theſe very untaſy circumſtances! With equal ardour did our 
moſt beneficent LOR D deſire thoſe fufferings, which were to 
-overwhelm him with diſtreſs, but exalt u to happineſs; were 
to bathe his limbs in blood, but cleanſe our fouls ſin.—0. 
0% ſays the fame hiſtorian, ed a Luke vii. 4; 
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all our diſſiculties; and may hope to reign with him 
in everlaſting glory. 
Was ever goodneſs like this goodneſs *: Were ever 
bleſüngs comparable to thele bleſſings ; or purchaſed 
with tuch a price ? — Hide, hide, your diminiſhed 
heads, ye little tranGtory donations of filver and gold. 
The riches of a thouſand mines, beſtowed to feed the 
hungry and clothe the naked, are the moſt contempti- 
ble trifles, if mentioned with the charity of the teach-. 
ing, the healing, the bleeding JESUS. Kingdoms 
given away in alms, if viewed with this infinitely- 
noble beneſicence, would make juſt the ſame figure, 
25 a ſpark from the ſummer-hearth, under the potent 
ind boundleſs blaze of noon.— This is indeed /ove that 


afſeth knowledge 
zaſe gef. 9 


* Codrus, it is true, devoted himſelf to death for the 4the- 
tians 3 and Curtius threw himſelf into the yawning gulf, for 
the preſervation of the Romans.—But theſc died, being mere 
N and guilty creatures: whereas che dying FESUS 

y innocent, and ſupremel NN glorious. Theſe died 
= a little before their time: but CHRIS T died, though 
e had life in himſelf, and none could have taken it from him, 
had he not voluntarily reſigned it. Theſe died for their valu- 
able friends, for their affectionate relations, for their native 
country: but CHRIS T died tor flaves, for enemies, for the 
ungodly.— They died an honourable.death : but CHRIST ſub - 
mitted to the moſt ignominious execution; CMR IST died un- 
der the imputation of herrid crimes, and in the form of an 
execrable malefactor.— In all theſe inſtances, as the heavens 
are higher than the earth, fo is CH RIST's love greater than | 
their love : his philanthropy than their patriotiſm. 

+ Eph. iii. 19. This expreſſion, as alſo hb privcipelcireum- 
ſtance of ſuperiority hinted in the preceding note, are founded 
on the divinity of our LORD, And indeed the expreifion 
is ſcarce juſtifiable, the aſſertion is hardly true, upon any other 
ſuppoſition. A creature dying for à creature, is, though 
great, yet not incomprehenſible goodneſs. — when we — 


e ſufferings of CHRIST, and the Rx — 
1 EIT T; 9 
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Amiqdſt all theſe miracles of power and of love, 
(any one of which would have entitled him to univer- 
fal admiration, and eyerlaſting honour), how humble 
was our SAVIOUR! O humulity—virtue dear to the 
moſt high G OD, and peculiarly amiable in men—- 
never digſt thou appear in ſo charming a dreſs, or ſo 
ſtriking a light. _ 

At his birth, not accommodated with a matnificent 
palace, but lodged in a ſtable, and laid in a manger, 
—As be advanced in years, pat attended with a royal 
equipage, ar ſupplied from a roya/ revenue; but h. 
bouring with his qwn hands, and earning his bread 
by the ſweat of his brow.—When he entered upon 
his miniſterial office, not the leaſt oſtentatious parade 
appeared in the performance of all his wonderful 
works. So far, ſo very far from affecting the accl:- 
mations of the populace, that he often impoſed filence 
on thoſe unfpeakably-indebted lips, which were read) 
to overflow with praiſe, and would fain have been the 
trumpets of his fame. 

Though a voice from heaven proclaimed him the 
BELOVED of his POT ESTHER he dif- 
dained not to own the ignoble character of the car 
penter's ſan #. Though PRINCE of the kings of 
the earth, he condeſcended to waſh the feet of mean 
fiſhermen, and vile ſinners 4. Though PRO PRIE 
"TOR and LORD of the whole world, he was con- 
tent to be more deſtitute than the fowls of the air, or 
the foxes of the deſert ; more deſtitute (aſtoniſhing 
abaſement :) than the moſt m/ign;ficant and moſt bated 


Grandeur, we find, is apt to beget expectations of 
ſuperior regard; conſequently, gives a keener edge 


ꝛzle our und. ing, and fill us with holy aſtoniſhment. 
They appear to be the effects of a love, never to be ſpoke of 
but in the language of u ander, never to be thought of but 
with an ecſtaſy of deligbt. N. 


Match. Xii. 55 f John xii. 14. I Matth, vii. 20. 
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to every affront, and renders the mind more tender - 
ly ſenſible of every diſreſpect. But our LORD?s 
meekneſs was as great as his dignity; and that, through 
out a ſeries of ſuch unſufferable provocations, as were 
equalled by nothing, but the ſweetneſs of his forgi- 
ving grace. | | 

When rudely affronted, he calmly bore, and kind 
ly overlooked the inſult, When contradicted by petu- 
lant and preſumptuous finners, he endured, with the 
utmoſt ſerenity of temper, their unreaſonable cavils, 
and their obſtinate perverſeneſs. When his invita- 
tions, his moſt endearing invitations, were ungrate- 
fully and ſtubbornly rejected; inſtead of remitting, 
he renewed them; and, with ſtill warmer affection, 
importuned his hearers, not to forſake their own'mer-' 
cies, nor to forego. their own felicity.— When all the 
winning arts of perſuaſion were ineſſectual, he added 
his tears to his ſighted entreaties; and lamented. as a 
brother, when ſcornfully repulſed as a teacher. 

Though his diſciples fept, ſtupidly ſlept, when, his 
bitter cries pierced the clouds, and were enough to a- 
waken the very ſtones into compaſlion ; did their di - 
vine but ſlighted MAS TER reſent the -unkindneſs ? 
Did he refuſe to admit an excuſe for their neglect ? 
yea he made their excuſe; and that the moſt tender 
and gracious imaginable ; The ſpirit is willing, but the 


fleſh is weak * —When his enemies had nailed him to 


the croſs, as the baſeſt ſlave, and moſt g malc- 
factor; when they were glutting their malice with his 
torments and blood; and ſpared not to revile him, 
even in his laſt expiring agonies; far, very far from 
being exaſperated, this HE RO of heaven repaid all 
their contempt and barbarity, with the moſt fervent 
and effectual ſupplications in their behalf. FATHER, 
forgive them, was his prayer; for they know not 'what 
they do t, was his plea. e 

Nor was his reſignation leſs exemplary than his meek. 

+. Match. Xvi. 41. 1 Luke xxiii. 34. 
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Amidſt all theſe miracles of power and of love, 
(any one of which would have entitled him to univer- 
ſal — and everlaſting honour), how humbl: 
was our SAVIOUR!O humic virtue dear to the 
moſt high G OD, and "peculiarly amiable in men 
never didſt thou appear in ſo charming a dreſs, or ſo 
ſtriking a light. 

At — birth, not accommodated with a magnificent 

but lodged in a ſtable, and laid in a manger, 
1 advanced i in years, pat attended with a rcya/ 
equipage, ar ſupplied from a real revenue; but li. 
bouring with his wn hands, and earning his bread 
by the ſweat of his brow.—When he entered upon 
his miniſterial office, not the leaſt oſtentatious parade 
appeared in the performance of all his wonderful 
Works. So far, ſo very far from affecting the acch 
mations of the populace, that he often impoſed ſilence 
on thoſe unfpeakably-indebted lips, which were ready 
to overflow with praiſe, and would fain have been the 
trumpets of his fame. 

Though a voice from heaven proclaimed him the 
BELOVED of his almigh Sea FATHER; he dif- 
dained not to own the ignoble character of the ca- 
penter's ſan k. Thoygh PRINCE of the kings of 
the earth, he condeſcended to waſh the feet of mean 
fiſhermen, and vile ſinners 4. Though PRO PRIE 
TOR and LORD of the whole world, he was con. 
tent to be more deſtitute than the fowls of the air, or 
the foxes of the deſert ; more deſtitute (aſtoniſhing 
2 > N ) than the moſt imfignificant and moſt hated 
anim 
Grandeur, we find, is apt to beget expectations of 
_—_— regard ; conſequently, gives a keener edge 


obs our underſtand and 611 us with holy aſtoniſhment. 
They appear to be the effects of a love, never to be ſpoke of 
but in the language of wander, er to be thought or but 
with an ecſtaſy of 'delight. 


ach. Xii. 35. f John xiii. 14. 1 Match. vi. 25 
; | "7 to 


equalled by nothing, but the 
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to every affront, and renders the mind more tender- 
ly. ſenſible of every diſreſpect. - But our LORD“ 
meekneſs was as great as his dignity; and that, through- 
out a ſeries of ſuch unſufferable S as were 

weetneſs of his forgi- 
ving grace. | | 


When rudely affronted, he calmly bore, and kind- 
ly overlooked the inſult. When contradicted by petu- 
lant and preſumptuous ſinners, he endured, with the 
utmoſt ſerenity of temper, their unreaſonable cavils, 
and their obſtinate perverſeneſs. When his invita- 
tions, his moſt endearing invitations, were ungrate- 
he renewed them ; and, with ftill warmer affection, 
importuned his hearers, not to forſake their um mer- 
cies, nor to forego their own felicity.— When all the 
winning arts of perſuaſion were inefſectual, he added 
his tears to his ſlighted entreaties; and lamented as a 
brother, when ſcornfully repulſed as a teacher. 

Though his diſciples flept, ſtupidly ſlept, when, his 
bitter cries pierced the clouds, and were enough to a- 
waken the very ſtones into compaſſion ; did their di · 
vine but {lighted MAS TER refent the unkindneſs? 
Did he refuſe to admit an excuſe for their neglect ? 
yea he made their excuſe; and that the moſt tender 
and gracious imaginable ; The ſpirit is willing, but the 


| fully and ſtubbornly rejected ; inſtead of remitting, 


fleſh is weak * —When his enemies had nailed him to 


the croſs, as the baſeſt flave, and molt e male· 
factor; when they were glutting their ice with his 
torments and blood; and ſpared not to revile him, 
even in his laſt expiring agonies; far, very far from 
being exaſperated, this H E RO of heaven repaid all 
their contempt and barbarity, with the moſt fervent 
and effetual ſupplications in their behalf. FATHER, 


forgive them, was his prayer; for they know, not 'what 


they do t, was his plea. 8 bach, 
Nor was his re/ignation leſs exemplary than his meek. 
Match. zxvi. 41. + Luke xxiii. 34. 


— — 
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neſs. He went out to meet afflitions, when they 
came in his FATHER's name, and commiſſioned from 
his FATHER's hand. He gave, without the leaſt re- 
luctance, his back to the ſmiters, and hid not his 


face from ſhame and ſpitting. Though his ſoul, his 


very foul was penetrated with the keeneſt ſenſations 
of anguiſh ; yet no impatient thought diſcompoſed = 
mind, no murmuring word forced its way 
lips. FATHER, not my will, but thine be * * Ker 
his language, when e ſorrows of death compaſſed 
him, and pains, inexpreſibyſerererthan thepains of diſ- 
ſolution, came came upon him. When th . dd nes him 
with their mouth, and ſmote him upon ths cheek reproach- 
faly: When his face was foul 210 7586 i on his 
ds was the ſhadow of death. n GOD delivered 


225. to the ungodly, and Ls him over into the hands of 


the wicked. Tea, when the ALMIGHT Y ſet him for 
the mart of his arrows, and brate him with breach upon 
breach. When the weapons of his wrath cleft his very 
rems afunder, and poured his gall upon the earth +. A- 
— all this exquiſite diſtreſs, he ſinned 2 by — 
irregular perturbation ; but bowed his head, an 
en bo eee and cordially bleſſed his 
murderers. 
did the whole choir of a&ive and paſſive vir- 
tues abound and ſhine in our LORD ; abound with 
the richeſt variety, and ſhine with the higheſt luſtre: 


e, l that curious e of coſtly 


+ eee — from the book of Fob, 
cho was an eminent type of 2 ſuffering SAVIOUR; and, 
though they are the very cloquence of wo, they do not exag- 
gerate, they cannot expreſs, that inconceivable „which 
8 bloody ſweat from our bleſſed MAS T ER's body, 
22 — lips lng melancholy deni) rot un V 
is forrowfu Dexcee orrowful,—ſorrowf ut even unto 
death. Sce Fob xyi. a ff STE 
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gems, which ſtudded the Aaronic breaſt- plate * ; and, 
as far as earthly things can repreſent heavenly, typified 
the ſplendor and perfection of our REDEEME R's 
righteouſneſs, och 1909 


— all this, he acted and he ſuffered, as 2 
rigbtecus ſervant, and as his e's righteous ſurety.— 
By all this, he fulfilled wet ry and tittle of the di 
vine law ; nay, he more than fulfilled, — d it. 
He gave it (if I may apply the moſt beauti uſion 
that ever was uſed, to the moſt momentous ſubject 
that ever was diſcuſſed) good meaſure, preſſed down, and 


Halen together, and running over +. 

He defied the moit vigilant of his enemies to con- 
vince him of fin.—A more malignant, a far more ſa- 
gacious adverſary than the ſcribes and Phariſees, could 
detect no blemiſh in our LORD JESUS. The 
prince of this world, that infernal tyrant, who had 
deceived and enſlaved all the nations of the earth, 
came and nothing in him | ; not the leaſt corrup- 
tion in his nature, not the leaſt defect in his obedience. 

He hath done all things well ||, was the general ac- 
clamation of mankind; or, as the words may be ren- 
dered, he hath done all things finely and gracefully + ; 
with every circumſtance that can conſtitute the pro- 
priety and dignity, the utility and beauty of action. 

I have glorified thee on earth ++, was his own profeſ- 

ſion before the moſt high G'O D. T have glorified 
thee, in all that I ated, in all that I u in all 
that I ſuffered. I have diſplayed the ificence of 
thy — „the riches of thy grace, the honour 
of all thy 


attributes. Inſomuch, that 050 ſeeth ME, 
ſeeth the FATHER = ; whoever is properly acquainted 
with my perſon and my work of redemption, ſees the 
inviſible and knows the incomprehenſible DELTY ; 


* Exod. xxviii. 17. 18. 19. 20. 
+ Luke vi. 38. John xiv. 30. {| Mark vii. 37) 
Is ++ John xvii. 4. John xii. 45. aaa 


ſees 


156 ASH As10 to: TyeERON, Let. 5. 


ſees: his venerable, his amiable, his adorable perfec- 
mew Go the cleareit mirror, and in the nen 
t 

G OD alſo, who | is the fapreme ſtandard and un- 
erring judge of excellency, bore his teſtimony to our 
blefled MEDIATOR. He ſpoke it once, yea twice, 
and with a voice from heaven.—la the conſtitution of 
the material world, when it came forth from the 
CREATOR's hand, Omniſcience itſelf could diſ- 
cern no fla w. Neither could Juſtice itſelf, upon the 
ſtricteſt inquiry, diſcover any failure in the obedience 
of our SURETY. As therefore it was ſaid, concern- 
ing the works of creation, They are all very good f, 
ſo it was faid, concerning our SAVIOUR and by 
the ſame almighty MAJEST Y, In him Ian well 
pleafed 3 

You tock notice, and very juſtly, how much the 
ons of nature exceed and ecligye the attempts 
of human ſkill. We are pleaſed with the performan- 
ces of the painter: but do they equal the native bluſh 
of theroſe, or theartleſs glow of apea-blofiom? We are 
charmed with a fine piece of enamelling; but is it fit 
to be compared with the natural poliſh of a thouſand 
Mells which are formed in the ocean, or a thouſand 
{eds which ſpring from the carth ! We admire the 
virtues of the 2. ſaints; men © that were ho- 
noured in their generation, and the glory of their 
times .“ We admire the meekneis . Moſes and 
the magnanimity of £/jah, the exalted picty of Iſaiah, 
and the enlarged widdom of Daniel; the ative pink 

* Therefore CHRIST Eres wot MA Ly oe Hick 
i. 3. In other objects, we. have only ſome re footſte 
or dim traces; bere we have the whole glory of the GO 
HEAD. "And not barely the glory, but the very bri 5.05 
of the FATHER's by; or, all the divine ctions 
beaming forth with adequate, chat i is, with incffable my infinite 


ſolend 
| tf Ga ug. | Marth "I {Reads wege 4 
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of Joſbua, and the paſſive graces of Jeremiab. But 
— rtion, put them all together, — what pro- 
they "by bear to HIS obedience, who ig gone 
— —— angels, and autheritres, and bei 
nad ſubject unto lum * * who —_— e HOL 
ON and the JU ST 1c not only by way of em- 
phaſis, but by way of exclyfror ; becauſe no perſon is 
worthy, of the character, no duties deſerve to be men- 
tioned, when CHRIST and his merits are under 
conſideration. ,. / 
Ik then we talk of merit, m— Allen i 
in ſuch immaculate ſanctity of ſoul, and ſuch exem- 
. holineſs of conduct; ſuch ardent zeal foc G O D, 
and ſuch compaſſronate good-will to man; fuch con- 
ſummate worthinefs, and extetiſive uſefolneſß ſuch 
as were utterly unknown before; have been abſolute- 
ly unegualled ſince; and never will, nor can be 
: parallelled throughout all ages! — O my Theron / 
; what is the dp of a bucket to the unfathomable waves 
of the ocean? What is a grain of ſand to the unmea- 
b ſurable dimenſions of the univerſe? What is an hour 
£ or a mament to the endleſs revolutions of eternity? 
it Such are all human endowments, and all human at- 
d tuaments, compared with HIS righteonſnefs, who 1 18 
fairer than the children of men ; the chiefe/t among ten 
thouſand || ; and vuba received not the SPIRT- T by meaſure J. 
Think not, that what I have written is the knguage 
of rant. It is a paraphraſe, though, I mat confels, 
2 — on Bret practice and David's 
faith,” ' My mouth 'ſhall ſhew forth thy ri g hteouſneſs and 
thy 7 allthe 4 —, for Tknow not the numvers gies: 
| ' i 19 
rer i 22. | 1 AQ 1. 14 [th 
i Pal; xlv. 2. JCantic. v. ro, 4 John iii. 34. 
+ P/al, 1 5, I cannot but obſerve, that righteouſneſs and 
/alvation are frequently connected, by the author of the pſaims, 
ud by the prophet //aiah : in order to intimate, that the one 


founded on the other; the latter derives its origin from tue 
brmer ; there an be no ſalvation without a righicouſaeſs, a 


1 4 
of | ” 
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J he glorious righteouſneſs of CHRIST. and the 
great ſalvation obtained thereby, he declares, ſhall be 
the choſen, the principal ſubject of his diſcourſe. And 
not on a Sabbath only, — of the week, 
of the year, of his life. And i not fury at the ſtated 
returns of ſolemn devotion, but in every ſocial inter- 
view, and a/l the day lon —Wh will Be thus dwell, 
perpetually and invariably , on this darlin 
theme? | Becauſe he Lew nd end e. It is im 
2 bo, — the value, or exhauſt . 
The teouſneſs is un ble, the 
| fdvation is everlaſting, © To compute the daration of 


real, proper, law-fulfling righteouſneſs —At the ſame time, 
Iam ſenſible, that the word righteouſneſs may ſignify GO D's 
{s in making, and fa eſs in performing his promiſes 
unto David. Salvation may likewiſe denote the delivery of 
that afflicted hero from all his perſecutors, and his eſtabliſh 
ment on the throne of Hraecl. 

But if we ſhould confine the ſenſe Gen dee al 
how: comfortleſs the favour even to David himſelf, confidered 
as an immortal being] How much more infignificant to us and 
others, on . che r And how 


to 4 his N in 8 period ot time, and in ey re tion 
under heaven. As much as a tutor, when delivering his lec - 
tures, addreſſes himfeclf to all his pupils, whether they fit at 
his right hand or his left, before him or on every ſide. 

Whereas, it righteoufneſs ſignifies the meritorious obedience 
of CHRIST, — ſalvation implies the benefits of his redemp- 
tion, the ſenſe is no longer ſhrivelled, impoveriſhed, and mean; 
but rich, auguſt, and magnificent. It pours conſolation among 
all people, kindreds, and tongues. It is worthy of that G OD, 
who ſeeth the things and regardeth the perſons, which are not 
as though they were. It comports exactly with that revelation, 
in which CHRIS T is the Alpha aod Ong; the beginning and 
the ending, the ſum total, 

This note is already too long; otherwiſe I ſhould take 
leave to gratify my inclination, and give a ſanction to my ſent! 
ment, by tranſcribing Vitringa's expoſition of J/. xlv. 8. 


the 
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the one, numbers fail; to deſcribe the excellency of 
the other, words are at a Ioſs. N 


And is this righteouſneſs deſgned for ur? Is this 
to be our wedding · dreſs, this our beautiful „when 
we enter the regions of eternity? Unſ privi- 
lege —Is this what G0 D has provided to ſupply, 
more than ſupply our loſs in Adam Boundleſs 

ty !—Shall ze be treated by the Judge of the world, 
as if we had performed all this unſinning and perfect 
obedience ? Well might the prophet cry out, like one 


ES 


re my h, to captivate our hearts and fire our af- 
techons 3 guiſhable 
deſires after a perſonal intereſt and propriety in it. 
Ol may the eternal SPIRIT reveal our REDEEMER's 
righteoufneſs, in all its heavenly beauty and divine 
luſtre! Then, I am ſure, we ſhall eſteem it above e- 
very thing ; we ſhall regard it as the one thing needful; 
we ſhall count 2 things in compariſon of it, worthleſs 
as the chaff, and empty as the wind. | 

To an immortal and fallen ſoul, every thing elfe is 
empty as the wind; but here finners may fuck and be 
ſatisfied with this breaſt of conjolations : yea thouſands and 
thouſands of millions may niit out, and be delighted with 
the abundance of its glory *— Here we find the 
doctrine of /; ation no longer a chimera, but a 
delightful reality. Here indeed is an immenſe ſurplu- 
lage, an incxhauſtible fund of merit +, W bo | 


"22.4 ho” 
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I. xvi. 17. 

+ Yet here is no rich fund (as a learned writer aſſerts, no 
tund at all, for the Pope's treaſury of meritorizus ſupereroga- 
ng aliens : vnleſs CHRIST and the Pope are ta be placed 


pon 
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enrich a whole world of indigent and miſerable crea: 
tures ; ſufficient to make their cup run over with 4 
ſuperabundant fulneſs of peace and joy, ſo long as 
time Thaltaſt, and when time ſhall be no more. For, 
to-uſe-the apoſtle's weighty argument, by one man 
offence, tleath reigned by one; much more they which re- 
ceide abundance of grace, and of the gift of righteouſneſs, 
Hull reign in life by one, FESUS CHRIST“. If 
one offence, committed by one —— — 
poſterity chargeable with guilt, and liable to death; 
HOW ice MoRE' ſhall the Boni inſtances of our di- 
vine RE DE EME R's obedience; of his long, unin- 
terrupted, conſummate righteoufnefs ; — how much 
more ſhall they abſolve all his people from condemna- 
tion and puniſhment, and entitle them to the honours 


and joys of immortait7// 
Wich will appear in a clearer light, if, to the per- 
fection of his obedience, we add the majeſty of his 
perſun. A proper ſubject this for ſome future letter. 
In the mean time, let me deſire my friend, the friend 
of my boſom, to contemplate our LORD JESUS 
under that lovely and auguſt character, GLokfobs 18 
-HoLixtss f. And, for my part, I will not ceaſe to 
pray, that a ſenſe of this ſupereminently grand and pre- 
cious righteouſneſs may be written on my Theron's 
heart.— On thoſe living tables, may it be like figures 
cut on a rock of ſolid marble; or inſcribed on the bark 
ot à growing tree; be ſaſfing in its duration as the 
former, and /preadimg in its influence as the latter. lt 
will chen be a ſure proof, that his name is written in 
upon the ſame footing ;, unleſs the ineffably- excellent obedience 
ot a divine REDEEMER, and the miſerably - defective du- 
ties of ſinful men, are to be deemed equally valuable Since 
this will hardly be admitted by Proteſtants; I believe, Aas 
may ſafely call the obedience of CHRIST, the true ſuperer' 
ation ; as Mr Ambroſe has called the blood of CHRIST, 


the true purgatory. 
* Rom. v. 17. 
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the book of life; and it ſh ill then be a pleaſing pattern 


for 
the Affection, 
the gratitude, 8 
and the friendſbip, of % by 


his asse. 


P. S. You l aſtoniſhing account of the 
preſſure of the atmoſphere. Aſtoniſhing indeed! that 
we ſhould be continually ſurrounded, continually prer- 
whelmed, with fuch a tremendous load ; and not be 
cruſhed ta death, no, nor be ſenſible of the leaft 
— This, I think, may ſerve to repreſent the ſtate af 2 
finner, 3 from carnal ſec Loads, more 
than mountainous hads of guilt, are upon his ſoul, and 
he pereeives not the burden. For this reaſon, be is 
under no apprehenſions of the vengeance and fiery in- 
dignation, which he deſerves 3 he has no fuperlative 
eſteem for the atonement and merits of the REDEEM- 
ER, which alone can deliver him from the wrath to 
come, But, if once his conſcience feels, what his lips, 
perhaps, have often repeated; We do carneſtly re- 

« pent-us of theſe our miſdoings ; ; the remembrance 
60 of them is grievous unto us, the burden of them rs 
« intolerable;” then how will he prize ſuch a text: 
The LOR, lia on CHRIST the iniquity of us a- 
How will he long for an intereſt in'the LAMB of 
G OD, which tabs away the ſin Jn of ihe tory Then 
that FESU S who has Failbed the tranſereſfion, and 
. — t in ee bee rigateog/neſcs * * + 1 alva 
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Dear THERON, 

HAVE juſt been reading that exquilitely-line 
I piece of ſacred hiſtory, he life of Foſeph. A hi- 
ory, — filled with ſurpriſing incidents, and unexpected 
revolutions ;— adorned with the moſt heroic inſtances 
of triumphant virtue, both amidſt the allurements of 
temptation, and under the preſſures of affliction ;—ani- 
mated with ſuch tender and pathetic, ſuch melting 
and alarming touches of natural eloquence, as every 

reader muſt feel, and every true critic will admire. 
When I came to that remarkable injunction, with 
which the generous- viceroy diſmiſſed his brethren ; 
Te ſhall teil my father of all my glory in Egypt * ;—| 
pauſed, -I pondered, -I was ſtruck.' Certainly this 
was injoined, not by way of oſtentation; but on ac- 
count of the pleaſure, which, he knew, it would yield 
the good old patriarch. Was it ſome kind prompting 
angel, or the voice of gratitude and deyotion, that 
whiſpered in my ear? Should not the children of 
4 men likewiſe tell ane another of all the glory +, which 
% their REDEEMER poſſeſſes in heaven and on earth? 


N | „% Wi 
en. de TEE. | 

+ To fee eg f CHRIST, is the grand blefſing, which 

our LORD ſolicits and demands for his diſciples, in his laſt 
ſolemn interceſſion, John xvii. 24. It is that which will com- 
plete the bleſſedneſs of heaven, and fill its inhabitants with 
joy unfpeakable and” glorious.—Surely, then, we ſhould en- 
deavour to anticipate, in ſome degree, that celeſtial bliſs ; and 
habituate our ſouls to this ſacred exerciſe, which will be our 
buſineſs and our reward to endleſs ages. 

Should the reader defire aſſiſtance in this important work, I 
would refer him to a little theatiſe of Dr Owen's, entitled, Me. 
ditations on the glory of CM RIS T. Tis little in ſize, not ſo 
in value. Was I to ſpeak of it, in the claſſical ſtyle, I ſhould 
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« Will not this afford them the ſublimeſt pleaſure here, 
and be a ſource of the malt rehneg ſatisfaction for 
e ever and ever?“ 

Though I had almoſt determined to write no more, 
till you could make a demand upon the foot af 
value received; willingly I recede from my intended re- 
ſolution, and obey this pleaſing hints — But who can 
declare the noble acts of the LORD FESUS GHRIST, or 
ſew forth all his praiſe *— However, if I may but hp 
out his adorable name, and preſent my friend -with a 
glimpſe, or a braten view of his diyine perfections, even 
this will be deſirable and delightful ; far more deſi- 
rable and delightful, than ta behold Rome in its magni- 
ſicence, St Paul in the pulpit, or King Solomen on hy 
throne *. ; 1 | iS N. * 

Let me take the lar for my pattern; which, as L 
was lately returning from an evening - ramble, attract- 
ed my obſervation.— Warbling her CREATOR 's praiſe, 
the mounted in the ſerene ſky, Still the warbled, and 
fiill ſhe mounted, as though ſhe meant to carry her 
tribute of harmony unto the very of heaven. 
Having reached, at laſt, her higheſt elevation, and 
perceiving herſelf at an immenſe diſtance from the ſtar- 
ry manſions, ſhe dropped on a ſudden to the earth; 
and diſcontinued, at once, both to ſing, and to ſoar. 
Now the morning appears, and is awakening the 
world, our little ſongſter returns her throat, and re- 
exerts her wings. — As I have endeavoured, very 
imperfetly endeavoured, to ſtrike out a ſhadowy 
draught of our LO R D's complete obedience ; I 


would, though unequal to the taſk, gnge more reſume 


call it, aureus, gemmeus, mellitus, But I would rather fay, it 
is richly replenithed with that un&ion from the HOLT ONE, 
which tends to enlighten the eyes, and chear the heart; which 
ſweetens the enjoyments of life, foftens the horrors of death, 


and es for the frujtions of eternity. 
” Theſe, if I remember right, are the three things, which 


vt Auguſtine declared, would, of all others, moſt eminently 
gratify his curig/ity. | 
L 2 my 
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my pen, and attempt nothing like a diſplay, but on- 
ly a faint fetch of his eſſential dignity, 


Fieſt let mi obſerve, that, for ſome time paſt, we 
Have been viſited with the moſt uncomfortable wea- 
ther; dewole/s night, and ſultry days. The firmament 
was more like a-glowinp' furnace, than the region of re- 
Freſhing rain.—The earth lay parched with thirſt, and 
'cha with heat. The meadows were drained of 


their humidity, and all the hung their — 
heads. The ſtreams, which wed to flow parallel wi 


the verdant margin, abandoned their banks; and ſunk, 
-diminiſhed and diſcdloured, to- the bottom of their 
vozy Cchannels.——Niature in general feemed to be re- 
ſigning the robe of beauty, for the garment” of 
e heavineſs.” ' Drought was in all our borders; and 
-famins, we feared, was not far behind. Though clouds, 
of duſt obſcured the air, tarniſhed the hedges, and al- 
-moſt ſmothered the traveller; yet not one cloud of 
fercy white appeared to variegats the blue ex panſe, or 
givę us hopes of a reviving ſhower *. 
I reminded me of that awful threatening, dendun- 
-ced by Nr on a wicked people: The heaven, that is 
oder thy head, ſbull be braſs ; and the earth, that is un- 
der 12 Hall be iron .- It made me apprehenſive of 
chat terrible ſtate, which the prophet ſo:emphatically 
dleſeribes: 'The feld is waſted, and the land mour net b. 
"The ſeed is rotten under the tlotls, und the harveſt perijſh- 
erb. The garners are laid teſolate, and the barns are 


At ſuch a juncture, how pertinent is che queſtion, pro- 
poſed by the almighty MAFESTY ? 7 xxxviii. 37. 38. 
Ibo can number, muſter or arrange, the cleuds in wiſdom ? ſo 
as to have them ready at hand, on any emergency. An why 
can empty thoſe bottiet 'of heaven, in copious but ſeaſonable 
effuſi ons upon the earth? when, as in the caſe deſcribed above, 
the duſt of the roads is attenuatei into provder, $102 Y 
and the ci of the _ are glued faft together, PIT. 


vill. 23. * 
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| broken daun. The new wine is dried up; the ail lan- 


aiſbeth ; and all the. trees of the field are mit hered. 
Li's do the beaſts rea aan! the herds of cattle are perplex- 
id. Tra, the flocks of Hb are. made deſulate. Beca c 
the ravers of waters ere dried up, ang* the. fire hath 4 
doured the paſtures of the e .—But, bleſſed be 
the divine WIDE N CE, eur fears are vaniſhed, and a 


moſt joyful change has taken placs. The LORD hath 


ſent a gracious rain of hes inheritange,, and reſreſbed it, 
when 1t was ea 


Yeſterday in t de afternoon, che Wind ſhifting to the 


ſouth, rouſed the d>rmant clouds, and brought ſome 


of thoſe agreeable ſtrangers on its wings.—At firſt, 
they e Hig in Imall, and thin, Bs ſcattered 
dr Anon, the flying ſquadrons advanced in 
detachments, more 1205 ge. > + Bos and more 
deeply laden. Till, at laſt, pot om dap dezvous com- 
pleted, they formed into a body of ſuch 3 and 
extended their wings with ſuch a ſweep, as darkened 
the ſyn, and-oyerſpread the whole hemiſphere. 
Juſt at the cloſe of day, the gales which eſcorted 
the ſpongy treafures, retired; and conſigned their 
charge to the diſpo ſal of a profound calm. Not a 
breeze ſhook the ao tremulons leaf. Not a curl 
ruffled the ſmooth expanſive lake. All things were 
ſill, as in attentive enpectation, The earth ſeẽmed to 
galp after the hovering moiſture, Nature, with her 
ppliant tribes, in expreſſive < pleodic ſilence, ſolicit- 
ed "he falling fruitfulneſs; nor eaded long, nor ſo 
licited in vain. © | 
The ſhowers, gentle, foft, and balmy, deſcend; - The 
veſſels of heaven unload their precious freight, and 


enrich the penurious glebe; Fhrough all the 


the liquid ſweetneſs, incomparably more hen 
than trickling ſilver, diſtils ; ſhedding herbs, and Friis, 
and flowers. © Now! the fun, mild and refulg ent, hes 
through the portals of the caſt, Pleaſed, "Is it were, 
Joel i. 10. Gr. ＋ a 2 

3 


a 


| | 
| 


ed luſtre, and o 
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to have emerged from the late aggravated darkneſs, 


he looks abroad, with peculiar gaiety, and the "moſt 


engaging f lendors. He looks rough the difburdc... 
ed air, and finds a gladdened world, that wants no- 
thing but his a/1-cheqring beams, to render its ſatisfac- 
tion complete: 
The glory comet !— Hail to 257 Ang wn = 
Great ta of light, and ſecond ſource of 7 day? 
Who robe the world, each nipping ga le remove, ' 
Treat every ſenſe, and beam creating love &. | 
2 his N 18 3Þ ach, the freſhened mountai ng 
Ri The garden opens its a. 
— res; RS pf breathes, -as from a fu: 15 
balm to the ſmell, ahd incenſe 8 the ſkies. The lit- 
tle hills, 7 with ſpripging plenty, clap their hands 


on every. ſide. The mp a, plains, and irriguous 


valleys, * and ing. their waters, lately 
e again are 9. deep, and their rivers run 
the oil +. 


: Nha hots earth, ſaturated with the bounty of hea- 
ee fluſbed with bumid life, wears 2 thouſand 
gratitude and complacency. * ed by the 
copious rein, how bright and vivid is the univerſal 
verdure The green carpet below may 2 vie with 
the blue. cancpy abe e he foreſt, and every tree, 
burniſh their 3 and array themſelves in their 
fineſt apparel: Which, as on a day of general feſtivi- 
ty, is delicately 55 with gems; g — of unfulli- 
ial mdiſture. — From every pa: 
ture, and frgm pl the Aare the voice of pleaſureand 
of of ene reſounds. While the officious egen waft 
the floating harmony, blended with native nes; 
e {2 the ene and touch. t very 
los with tranſport. 
Thoſe Tien we borrome 7h SEA-eLECE; 
tanto narratory, '$119/0 criptive 
W wy ingenious . . * * — 
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Could there be a more brilliant appearance, or more 
exuberant demonſtrations of joy, even to celebrate 
the anniverſary of nature's birth With what admi- 
rable propriety has the p/almp compared yonder ori- 
ent ſun, in all his ſparkling grandeur, to a young 
exulting bridegroom * ; who comes forth, with every 
heightened ornament from his chamber, to'ſhew him- 
ſelf in the moſt "diſtinguiſhed period of his life, and 
to receive the bleſſing which conſummates his happineſs! 

This moſt charming and equally-majeſtic ſcene, re- 
calls to my memory that fine deſcription of the ME S- 
SI AH, extant in the laſt lovely ſtrains of the Mael- 
1ti/h ſcan + :—HE Hall be welcome and ſalutary as the 
lizht of the morning; when the ſun ariſetb, to chaſe the 
malignant ſhades, and pour day through the reviving 
world. He ſhall be as the light of a morning, that is 
moſt ſerenely fair +20ithout either ſtorms to diſturb, or 
clouds to obſcure the glorious, the delightful dawn. 
Yea, his appearance ſhall be more beautiful, and his in- 
fueuces more beneficant , than t be clear ſhining of that 

, rd © Þr. 4%" a N bg | grand 


* „ ene * Pal, Ax. 8. | | 

+ ſſracktiſh fwan—In alluſion io thoſe; well-known - lines 
of che poet. K {RN 
| _ Multa Dircaum levat aura cyguum, rn 
And not without a reference to the; popular notion, that the 
ſxan fings the moſt, melodious notes in its laſt moments. Fuit 
hec facundi ſenis guqi cyguea var. TUIIT. , 
Mare auth more beneſicial, than the clear ſbining, 
2 Sam, xxiii. 4,— Thus we have yentured to tranſlate, or ra- 
ther to paraphraſe, the words TA. That the prefix Q of- 
ten occurs in the acceptation of comparative pre minence, is 
plain from a very remarkable paſſage in P/al. xix. 10. Where 
our inſpired author, quite raviſhed with the love of the ſacred 
oracles, declares, They are defirable beyond gold, even beyond 
the droppings of the hontycomb., 4 n os 19 Je nos 
If this ſenſe is admitted, we ſhall have a fine compariſon, and 
2 grand advance upon it; acknowledging the inſufficiency even 


of che ſtrongeſt and brighteſt images, ro repreſent the glory of 
22 — LS CHRIST's 
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grand taminary, after a night of ſettled gloom, and 
wers of inceffant rain. When his beams iſhed ani- 

mating warmth, and vital luſtre, un the tender groſs 

impearled with dews, and on all the green treatures 

of the teeming earth. 80 


As we have already contemplated the bleſſed J Z. 
— — amiable character of the JUST 
NE; the ing paſſage of ſcripture repreſents 
him to our fac mim the more majeſtic quality of 
THE LORD OF GLORY; or rather, unites 
the two grund peculiarities, which render him unpa- 
nallelled in his perſonal; and all-/ufjictent in his — 5 
torial capacity. 
Great, unſ great and glorious would our 
SAVIOUR appear, if we had no other manifeſta- 
tions of his excellency, than thoſe which preceded his 
myſter:ons incarnation.—ln the ancient ſcriptures, he 
ſtands characterized, as the ſupreme object of G O D's 
ineffable complacency; veſted with a glory, prior to 
the birth of time, or the exiſtence of things ; even the 
glory, which he had with the FATHER, before the 
world was * —He is every where exhibited, as the ul- 
timate deſire of all nations; the ſole hope of all the 
_ of the earth; the ſeed, of ineſtimable and _— 
importance, in whom all people, nations, and lan- 
FVages ſhould be bleſſed.— In thoſe royal, or rather 
wine ads and monuments, he is publicly recognized, 
as the RULER of GOD's people; whoſe dominion 
is an everlaſting dominion, and his kingdom from ge- 
neration to generation. And how auguit, how vene- 
Table, is this SOVERETGN ! ſince at was the high- 
CYR 18S kingdom, and the benignity of his adminiſlra- 
 tion,—Perhaps, the tranſlation may be too free and daring, 
and not approve itſelf to the exact critir. The ſenſe, how- 


4 


ever, is unqueſtionably juſt; agrecable to the whole tenor of 


ſcripturr; and can want no recommendation to the intelligent 
i . * John Xxvii. 5 * 


hats Gas. 
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eſt honour of the moſt eminent ſaints, and renowned 
monarchs *, to act as his harbingers. The ſplendor of 
the temple, the richneſs of its ornaments, and the ſo- 
lemnity of its ſervices, were the enſigus of his gran- 
deur ; were his ſacred regalia, intended to uſher him 
into the world with becoming ſtate. 

Pan, e prophet was his herald; deputed to 
blazon his perfections, or foretell his coming. Let us 
hear one ſpeaking the ſentiments of all.—G O D the 
$ AV I'OU R ceme from Teman, and the HOLT ONE 
from mount Paran. His glory covered the heavens, and 
the earth was full of his praiſe . Thunders ſounded 
his trumpet, and hghtnings waved his banners. Be- 
fore him went the peſlilence, for the deſtruction of his 
enemies; but, for the deliverance of 1/rael, be rode 


* Moſes, for inſtance, and Zo/bua, David, and Salomon, were types, 
ſtrongly-· marked types, of our great L A W GI1VER and DE- 
LIVERER, of our divine RULER and PREAC HER. 

+ See Hab. ili, The greateſt part of which ſublime ode 
refers to the wonderful works recorded by Moſes and Jeſbua. 
It ſeems, eſpecially in the exordium, to be an imitation of that 
grand aud majcftic deſcription, with which the Fewiſb legiſlator 
introduces his laſt ſolemt benediction, Deut. xxxiii,—Theſe 
works are by Aſpaſio aſcribed to CHRIST, And, I think, 
it is demonſtrably certain, that FESUS CHRIST is the 
JEH OV AH celebrated in the books of Moſes, and in the 
writings of the prophets. It is CHRIST, who dwelt in the 
burning buſh, and walked in the burning fiery furnace. It is 
CHRIST, who wrought the mirades in Egypt, and the 
wonders in the field of Zaan. The temporal deliverer, and 
the eternal REDEEMER of //rael, are one and the ſame, 
—He is that Captain of the hoſts of the LORD, who gave the 
nations as duſt to their ſword, and as driven ſtubble to their 
bow, Jeſb. v. 14 —He. is that mighty One, who puniſhed the 
ſtout heart of the king of Mria who cut down the thick- 
ets of his foreſt, and lopped his bough with terror, J. x. 
34. — He gave Moſes his commiſſion ; gave Moſes his law; 
and was both the LORD, and the end, of that ſacred, fig- 
nificant, myſterious economy, Compare 1 Cor. x. 9. with 
Numb, xxi. 6. 7. See Dan. iii, 25, Heb. ili. 3. 4. | 
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% his horſos and charicts of ſalvation. The \moun- 
tains ſaw him, and they trembled ; the everlaſting hills, 
und they bowed therr heads. The abyſs uttered her voice, 
and acknowledged his ſovereignty through her deep- 
Eſt caverns; the towering ſurges & lifted: up their hands, 
and remained in a ſuſpended poſture, while his people 
paſſed through their opening lines. Indeed, both depth, 
and height, and every creature, have paid him ho- 
mage, and done him ſervice. And thall not we, my 
dear Theron, ſubmit to his nghteouſneſs © Submit! ſhall 
wenot embrace it; rely on it; and, with joyful hearts, 
with triumphant tongues, ſay, There is none, there is 
nothing, lite if +/ 6 
Docs not all mankind agree to eſtimate the merit 
of the practice, according to the dignity of the perſon ? 
If a neighbour of inferior rank vil Ge poor afflict- 
ed wrctch, iu a coarſe garret, and on a tattered bed; 
it is no very extraordinary favour. But if a lady of 
the firſt diſtinction, or a nobleman of the higheſt or- 
der, perfurm the ſame office ; it is a much more re- 
markable, a muck more admired inſtance of ſelf-de- 
Tying charity. On the foot of this calculation, to 
what a” ſpereminent Height will the worthineſs of our 
JL. ORD's obediende riſe! It will riſe, like ſome mag- 
nificent edifice, whoſe baſis reſts upon the centre, whole 
dimeuſions fill the hemiſphere ; aud whoſe turrets glit- 
ter in the ſky. Or rather, it will extend itſelf to immen- 
ſity ; where length, and breadth, and all dimenſions are 
loft. Eſpecixlly, if we conlider—the names he bears, and 
the homours he receives ;—the works he has done, and 


- 


. o 


thoſe mig/tier works be is appointed to do. 


The names he bears. —The kitle by which FESUS 
of Nazureth is diſtinguiſhed in the heavenly world; 
the name written on his veſture, and on his thigh, is 

* DON which, I tdünk, is put in oppoſition to E and 
For ins a beatitifil contruſt/ ver. 10. F 

| . W Sam, xxi, 9. 2 | GREY 
KING 
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KING of kings, and LORD of lords . — The de- 
ſcription, which the incomprehentible JEHOVAH 
gives of the Surety for {inful men, runs in this exalt- 
ed ſtrain ; The man that is MY FELLOW f. Which 
the apoſtle explains, in that memorable arid majeſtic 
clauſe ; He thought it no robbery to be equal with GOD ft. 
—The HOLY GH OST, ſpeaking by the PR 
Iſaiah of the virgin's ſon, enumerates ſeveral 
diſtinctions; both of his perſon, and his office. He 
ſtyles the child that ſhould be born, „e W ON DER- 


CVS COUNSELLOR, the EVERLASTING 
| FAT 11 K R, 
„Kev. Alx. 6. 

+ Zack; Ali. 7; Ny Contribulis vel corquatir my fallow, 
or equal;—The original expreſſion occurs no where, but 
in this verſe of Zechariab, and in the book of Lxviticus. In 
one text ĩt is eplained by brother, or partater of the ſame na- 
ture. In every other place, I voor it will be tound to ſignify. 
Lot barely a neighbour, but an quat dus cho ſtands upon the 

fame level, with regard to the aint of equity, and the com- 
mon rights of life Lie either ſenſe, it militates ſtrongly tor 
divinity of our LORD FESUSICHRIST, 

t Phit. ii. 6. Some writers, I am aware, have e rd 
to interpret away this evidence of our LORD's divine na- 
ture ; but I think wich great injury to che content, "wy no bels 
violence to the phraſe. 

Apralus;, as Fax as I can obſerve, denotes, nat the prize or 
ſpoil, but the aft of plundeying or taking the ſpoil : % rapi- 
endi actia. Vid. STEPH. The/aur, Grec. ling, If ſo, the tex 
moſt naturally -1mplies, that C HR ISF counted it nd act of 
robbery ; no. invaſion of anather's prerogative ; but, looked 
upon it as his unqueſtionable right, to be equal with GY D, 
and to receive divine honougs. — Nevertheleſs (a. Rom. v. 14.) 
be was ſo far from e inſiſting upon, that he willipg- 
ly relinquiſhed the claim, He was content to forego be „Wag 
nificent diſtinctions of the CREA TOR, aud to appear in the 
form of 4 creature: pay, to be made. in the likewels. gf the 
fallen creatures: and not only 19 ſhare 7 dilgrace, but, to 
luffer the puniſhment, due to. the and. vit awang 
them All.—An example of humility, hl 1y oe by diſplayed 7 
the eloquence of an apoſtle, or the tongue nde 
„Jvnhy to be the ederlaſting pattern, aud the nh pralic 
G Hor all believers. Baß 


8 
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FAT HER, he MIGHTY GOD, be PRINCE 
OF PEACE *. — The ſame inſpired writer, — 
eloquent above all orators, and more ſublime than 

loftieſt , cries out in Fapturous atoniſhment, Who, 
can declate his generation +* What pencil can pour- 
tray, what language can expreſs, his matchleſs ex- 
cellencies? And may we not with equal propriety de- 
mand, Who can declare the meritorious perfection of 
his righteouſneſs ? It is precious beyond compariſon; 


beyond imgination precious. 

The honextrs which our LORD receives; are pro- 
portioned to the illuſtrious characters which he ſuſ- 
cains.— Jobe the Baptiſt, than whom a greater pro- 
phet, or a better judge, was not born of woman, 
profeſſes himſelf unworthy, e ftp down and unlocſe 
the late het of his ſbces ; woworthy, though a burn- 
ing and ſhining light in his generation, to perform 
the meaneſt ſervice to this PRIN CE of heaven.— 
Stephen, whe leads the yan in the-noble army of Chri- 
ſtian martyrs, beheld ſuch a repreſentation of his cru- 
ciſied MAS TE R's glory, as enabled him to c 


But however «r= be tranflated, the ſtreſs of the argu- 
ment, I apprehend, lies upon the word «. If this fignifies a 
real and proper equality, the proof ſeems, to me at leaſt, irre- 
fragable —How ſhall we determine the exatt fignificancy of 
this important word? by having recourſe to Homer's works, or 
to Heathen authors? This, in caſe the /ecredwriters will decide 
the queſtion, is like going from Jeruſalem to Athens for the 
ſolution of a religious doubt, even while the college of apoſtles 
is ſitting at the former place. Ihe word occurs five or fix times 
in their writings. They uſe it, it is true, in the adjective form; 
but the adjective ĩs very ſufficient to ſettle the ſignification of the 
adverb.” If I know the meaning of . I ſhall be at no loſs to un- 
derſtand the import of v. -See Matth. xx, 12. Like vi. 34. John 
v. 18. Afts xi. 17. Rev. xxi, 16. In all which places it exprefies, 
not a bare reſemblance or likeneſs only, but a real and proper 
. f .. 6. ITI. Ii. 8s. Mark i. 7. 15 
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with divine delight, even amidſt the furious aſſaults of 
his perſecutors, and under the violent blows of his 
murderers *. Aſſured, that F ESV & has all power 
in heaven and earth, by an act of the moſt ſolemn 
worſhip, he commits his departing /ou!, that moſt im- 
portant of all truſts, to his RE EM E R's hand f. 
Nor by the firſt martyr alone, but in all churches of 
the ſaints, and'in every age of Chriſtianity, has. the 
5 ders been addrefled, as the conſtant 
e's azdoration ; and ackn 
as boys = nate > | depofitary of their eternal intereſts. 

When F[faiah bebe A 2 manifeſtation of 
CHRIST ft, the ſirſt- born ſons of were wait- 
ing around him, in poſtures of dutiful ſubmiſſion. 
Theſe celeſtial bernys, — whoſ very feet are too bright 
for mortals' to view, veil I aces * infinite- 
ly ſuperior effulgence. ſeraphs, are all zeal 
KA all love, celebrate his perfections, and cry one to 
another, The wohvle rarth dr full of his ng is 
not heaven alſo filled with his ? 7 heaven 
Hkewiſe reſound with his praife? The beloved di- 
ſciple, in a viſion no leſs clear and far more magnifi- 
cent, beholds the LAMB that was flain, ſtanding in 
the mrdft of a reſplendent t/rone ; moſt beautifully ad- 
vrned with a circling rainbow, and t dignified 
by the blaze of Hghtnings, and the ſound of thun- 


ders. Before this —5 throne, and at the diſpaſal 


of the once flanghtered SAVIOUR, are /zven lamps 
burning fire ; expreſſive of the DIVINE SPIRIT, 


7 all the variety of his miraculous , and fandti- 


fying graces . Four and tw » Clothed in 
white raiment, with crowns ney Bs heads, and the 


harps of G OD in their hands, fall proſtrate in deepeſt 
before the LAM B. They ſtrike the golden 
ſtrings, and ſing that fablime cuchariſtic hymn : Tha 
A, Gli. 56. Ad vil. 59. 
4 J. vi. 1. 2. Cc. compared with John xii. 41, 
{| Rev. iv. 5. | 
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art worthy to take the book, and to gpen the ſeals thereof : 
for thou aſt flain, and baſt redeemed us to GOD. by 
_ thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, 
and nation; 5, and 705 made us, unto our G ON, kings 
end prieſts &, 

Bebel the hierarchics of angels: they are in num- 
ber ten thouſand times ten thouſand.— Hari! they 
raiſe their voice, and awaken all the powers of har» 
mony.—Whz is the ſubject, and what is the burden of 
their ſong? Northy is "the LAMA that was Hain, to 
receive potuer, . richgs, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, 
and honour, and bigſing. Nor thele alone, but every 
creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and 
under the earth, and ſugh as are in the ſea, join the 
immenſe charus, They cry cry, in loud reſponſive {trains 
of melody and devotion, Bleſſing, and 5 and 
2075 and power, be unto him that ſitteth upon the throne, 

unte the], A M B for ever and ever f. 

This, you obſerve, is the gevout a wledgment, 
not only of the cherubim, the ſeraphim, and the ſpi- 
rits of juſt men made perfect, but of every creature.— 
The ſun, the moon, and the ſtars, which garniſh the 
heavens ;—beaſts and creeping things, mountains and 
hills, fruitful trees and all cedars, which repleniſh the 
earth ; — metals and minerals, gems and foſſils, the 
ſubterraneous riches of nature, or things which are 
under the earth ;j-—eyen all thoſe objects, which my 
Theron lately contemplated, do, in their way, magnify 
the LORD FESUS. "They bear witneſs to his 
power, as thar CREATOR; they are ſybſeryjent 
to his 3 28 our MEDIATOR; and, in this 
manner, glorify his ſacred name. 

Under —— views PN the blefſed REDEEMER, 
enlarged and elevated even to aſtoniſhment, is it poſ- 
ſible to over-rate the worth of his mediatorial obedience? 
Is it poſſible to lay fee much ſtreſs on his expiatory fa- 


Aer. v. 9. 10. + Rev. v. 11. 12. 13. 


criſice, 
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crilice, or aſcribe 7g much efficacy to his vicarious rich- 
teguſneſs? f 


. To the honours which he receives, let us add the 
works which he has done. By theſe, in the days of 
his fleſh, were diſplayed: the oreatnels of hig glory, 
and the might of his majeſty. | 

Behold! fays the ajJmighty FATHE R; my fers 
vant, he who condeſcends to become my ſervant in 
the matchleſs work of redemption ; a dea prudent- 
ly, ſhall conduct himſelf with all the dignity and all 
the ſanctity of wiſdom. In conſequence af which, be 
Hall be exalted, be extulled, and be pery high *.—The 
paraphraſe of the Jewiſh commentators on this beau- 
tiful chmax is, though ingdequate, not contemptible. 
„The MESSIAH,” they fay, “ ſhall be higher 
than Abraham, more illuſtrious than Mae, and ex- 
« alted above the angels of light, even above the 
«* prime, miniſters + of heaven.” —What fallaws, is an 
attempt to render this expoſition ſomę what % de 
fective. 

Here, could you open my chamber door, and pec 
upon your friend, you would find him in the fame 
attitude, and under the ſame perplexity, which were 
formerly abſerved in Phocion. Sitting one day, amidit 
an aſſembly of the people, and preparing to make a 
public oration, he appeared uncommonly thoughtful, 
Being aſked the reaſon, “I am conſidering,“ laid he, 
* how I may horten, what I thall have occaſion to 
« ſpeak.” The compaſs of my ſubject would demand 
many volumes ; . the limits of my letter wilj 
allow but a ſew para 


Our LOR * e lh ght to the bnd. He poured 
day upon thoſe Bopeleſs and benighted eyes, which 
never been viſited with the leaſt dawuing ray.— 

* If. In. 3, 


+ Prime miniſters, this is almoſt a literal tranflation of meat 
vords, Writ NID | 
Tlig 


» OS WW 0” - 


176 AS PAST to THERon. Let. 8. 


The dumb, at his command, found à ready tongue, 
and burſt into ſongs of praiſe. The deaf were alt car, 
and liſtened to the joyful ſound of ſalvation.— The 
lame, lame from their very birth, threw afide their 
crutches, and full of tranſport and exultation, leaped 
like the bounding roe *.—He reſtored flerrdity ard 
beauty to the fleſh, emaciated by confuming ficknefs, 
or encruſted with a loathſome leproſy.— All manner of 
diſeaſes, though blended with the earlieſt ſeeds of · life, 
and rivetted in the conſtitution by a long inveterate f 
predominancy ;—diſeaſes, that baffled the ſkill of the 1 

yſician, and mocked the force of medicine ;—thef: [ 
he cured, not by tedious applications, but in the 0 
twinkling of an eye; not by coſtly preſcriptions, or f 
painful operations, but by a word from his mouth, or f 
a fouch from his hand; nay, by the fringe of his gar- 
ment, or the bare act of his will. 


We have the fineſt repreſentation of this event, given us 
by the iafpired hiſtorian, At iii, 8. And he leaping up, flood, 
and walked, and entered with them into the temple ; walking, 
and leaping, and praiſing 60 D.—The very language ſeems to 
exult, in a redundant flow of expreſſive phraſes ; juſt as a poor 
cripple, who never knew either the comfort of bodily vigour, 
or the pleaſure of local motion, may be ſuppoſed to do, whea 
ſuddenly and unexpectedly bleſſed with both. He would ex- 
ert his new-acquired powers again and again; firſt in one atti- 
tude, then in another: ſometimes to try, whether he was 
really healed, and not under the pleaſing deluſion of a dream; 
ſometimes from a tranſport of conſcious delight, and to ex. 
preſs the ſallies of joy chat ſprung up in his heart. 

Though I acknowledge Mr Pope's deſcription to be extreme: 
Iy beautiful, n : 


Ii. lame their crutch forego, 2 
And leap exulting like the bounding roc; this 


yet I cannot perſuade myſelf, chat it is to be compared with W tot 
St Lnke's draught, either in the variety of figures; in the inch 
richneſs of colouring ; or in that exuberance of ſtyle, which, W play 
on this occaſion, is ſo happily ſignificant, and fo perſeti WW the 


Aureſque. 1 — py 
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24 one of theſe miracles had been enough to en- 
dear the character, and eternize the memory af ano- 
ther perſon. But they were common things, matters 
of daily occurrence, with our divine MASTER. 
The years of his public miniſtry were an unintermit- 
ted feries of ſuch healing wonders ; or, if any inter- 
miſſion took place, it was only to make way for more 
invaluable miracles of ſpiritual beneficence. 

_ Behold him exerciſing his dominion over the vege- 
table creation. A fg-tree, adorned with the moſt pro- 
miſing ſpread of leaves, but unproductive of the ex- 
pect it, withers away at his rebuke. It is not 
only ſtripped of its verdant honours, but dried up 
from the very roots , and periſhes for ever. A fear- 
ful, yet fignificant intimation of that final ruin, 
which will overtake the /pecious hypocrite; who, while 
laviſh in outward profeſſion, is deſtitute of inward 
piety. * | | r 

His eye pierced through the whole world of waters ; 
diſcerned the fiſh that bad juſt ſwallowed a piece of 
filver coin, and guided its courſe to Peter's hook f. 
*Tis true, when the gatherers of the ſacred tax came, 
to collect his ſhare for the reparation. of the temple, 
he had not a ſufficiency of money to ſatisfy ſo ſmall 4 
22 ; yet he takes occaſion, from 555 
] „to manifeſt the immenſi 1s riches, 

He Ws hs his 3 and bids the 
ſcaly nations bring him their tribute. Never was ſuch 

indigence aſſociated with ſuch magnificence: And ne- 


; Sh 9 Mark xi. 20. 

+ Matth. xvii. 27. How wonderful is this ſeemingly· little 
miracle! or rather, what a clſter of wonders is comprized in 
this ſingle act! — That any fiſh, with money in its mouth 
thould. be! catched, witch money juſt of ſuch a value, —an 
ia the very firſt fiſh that offered 2 !— What a pregnant dif- 
play of omni/cience to know, gf emnipatence ta g- rule, all 
theſe fortuitous incidents | R ny os 

t At-ut fourteen pence. © * n 
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ver, never let vs forget, that the indigence was ours, 
the magnificence all his own ! 

The r waters themſelves, it may be ſaid, are far more 
unmanageable than their inhabitants. Who can con- 
trol chat outrageous element ? which has deſtroyed fo 

many gallant fleets, with the armies bore ; and 
which would laugh at the oppoſition of the united 
world.— The LORD FESU'S walks upon its rolling 
furges *, and ſpeaks its moſt tempeſtuous agitations 
into 2 calm. The waves of the ſea are mighty, and rage 
horribly ; but yet the LORD, who loved vs, and 
ed us from our fins in bis own blood, is night ier . 

The winds are yet more un governable than the 
madding ocean. When theſt — hurled 1 abroad, 
to Rey the foreſts, and ſhake the ſhores, who can 
curb their rage? what can toi hſtand their impetuoſity ? 
Even the borſterous winds hear the SAVTOU R's 
voice; and, as ſoon as they hear, obey. His voice, 
more powerful to reſtrain, than brazen dungeons to 
confine, chides the furious whirtwimd. The furious 


* He treadeth upon the waves of the ſea, is one of _ 


rogatives aſcribed to the moſt high GOD, Job ix. 8 
original word NY ſignifies a fea, that rolls mountain-high ; 
and fuch, we have reaſon to ſuppoſe, were the waves on whictr 
our LORD walked ; ſince the veſſel to which he bent his 
courſe, was Bavenourres, laſbed, battered, nnn by their 
vehement concuſſions, "Matth. xiv 24-445: 

| + Pfal, xciii. 9. 

WP This is the literal tranſlation of that beautiful Wks 
page which occurs Jonah i. 4 —The facred writer, deſcri- 


ing the ſtormy meſſenger, which was diſpatched to arreſt a 


fugitive ſervant, . ſays, πcNn;̃ The LO RD hurled forth, a great 
wind, The fame expreffion is applied to Saul, (1 Sam, xviii. 

11.), when he darted bis javelin at David, with a defign to 
transfix and nail him to the wall. What an elegant, and hoy 
awful an image ! Storms and tempeſts, with all their irrefiſtible 
fury and dreadful ravages, are like miſfoe weapons in the hand 
of JEHOVAH; which he launches with greater eaſe ow 
furer aim, than the moſt — warrior emits the pointed 
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whirlwind is awed into immediate “ ſilence. That 
which a moment ago heaved the billows to the clouds, 

and filled with outrage the howling firmament, now 
gently whiſpers among the ſhrouds, and ſcarcely curls 
the ſmooth expanſe. 

Something there is, even within the narrow com- 
paſs of our ow: breaſts, which affords room for more 
iignal exertions of DEITY, than the turbulent bil- 
lows, or the refiſtleſs ſtorm. Agreeably to the, ſug- 
geſtion of a prophet ; For lo] he that formeth the moun- 
tams'; and createth the uind; and, as amore pregnant 
proof of divine perfection, deelareth unto man what is 
ns thought, the GOD of boſts is his name + ; the pol- 
ſeſſor of ſuch ſurpaſſing power and wiſdom muſt un- 

queſtionably be the rm Aon LORD. And who is 
this, but FESUS CHRIST? He knew what was 
in nan . He diſcerned the ſecrets of the heart; diſ- 
cerned the latent purpoſe, before it diſcloſed itſelf in 
action; even before it was uttered in ſpeech; navy, 
while i it lay yet an unformed embrio in the mind, 
His glance pierced into futurity ; eſpied events, in 


 F Immediate—This circumſtance, as very much aggrandizing 
the miracle, is, with great hiſtorical propriety, remarked 
the evangeliſt. The ſea is known to have a prodigious /we!!, 
and very tremendous agitations, for a conſiderable time after 
the tempeſtuous wind ceaſes. On this occalion, and in obedi- 
ence to its MAK E R's will, it departs from the e/ftabliſbed laws 
of motion. No ſooner is the word ſpoken, but there is a calm; 
not an advancing, but an mnftentaneous calm; not a partial, but 
a perfeft calm, . viii. 26. Mark 1 iv. 39. 9 
+ Amos iv. 13. | 

Jahn ii. 25. This all- diſcerning intelligence of the 
Duty is very emphatically expreſſed by the pſalmiſt, P/al. 
cxxxix. 1. 2. &c. though the ſentiment in one clauſe ſeems to 
de ſome what weakened by our verſion. There is not a word in 
my tongue, would have a nobler turn, and more extehſive 
meaning, if rendered, B TORE the word is on my — thou, 
0 LORD, tnoweft it altogether. ail 
M 2 << 83 
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all their circumſtances *, and with the greateſt perſpi- 
cuity, before they came into being. The Hidden 


things of darkneſs were open, and the contingencies of 
to-morrow were preſent, to his all-pervading eye. 


Nay, the unthought-of revolutions even of diſtant 
ages, the aſtoniſhing cataſtrophe of diflolving nature, 
and the awful proceſs of everlaſting judgment, he 
clearly foreſaw, and particularly foretold. 

Nor does he only penetrate the receſſes, but over- 
rule the operations of the ſoul. —He for intimidated a 
multitude of ſacrilegious wretches, that they fled; not 
before his drawn ſword, or bent bow, buf at the tha- 
Eing of his fingle ſcourge . He fo awed, by one ſhort 


* Ir all their circumſtances —See x very remarkable exemply 
- Keation of this particular, Mark xiv.-13. There ſhall meet you, 
not barely a perſon, but the ſex and age are both ſpecified ;. 
— not two, or ſeveral, but one man; — not within any given ſpace 
of time, but at the very infant of your arrival ;—not empty- 
handed, bur bearing a veſſel; —not of wood or metal, but an 
earthen pitcher ;—filled, not with wine or milk, but with w4- 
fer carrying it into that very houſe, where the preparation 
was made, and the paſſover was to be celebrated. What 
2 multitude of contingencies ! all minutely feretold by qur 
LORD T 

9 2 14415. GH. 3t 7:rom looks upon this miracle, 
as one of the greateſt, which our S A VIOU R wrought. 
And indeed the circumſtances are extraordinary. That 
one man ſhouid undertake ſo bold, execute ſo hazardous a 
taſk ;—one man, without a commiſſion from: Cæſar: without any 
countenance from the Jewiſh rulers; without any arms, either 
to terrify the multirude or defend Mimſelf.— That he ſhould 
caſt out the whole tribe of mercenary traffickers; wreſt, from 
thoſe worſhippers of wealth, their darling idol; and trample 
under foot their great Diana And all, without tumult or op- 
Poſition ; not one of the ſacrilegious rabble, daring to ** move 
* the hand; or open the mouth, or peep. "Whoever reflects 
on the fierro-md ungovernable nature of an incenſed populace ; 
or conſid ers tlie bitter and outrageous zeal of Demetrius and 
zhe craftſmen, on a leſs irritating occaſion ; may 22 ſind 
HMnſelf almoſt, if not * of the Latin ther's op- 


mion. 
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remonſtrance *, an aſſembly of conceited and oſtenta- 


tious Phariſees, that they could neither gainſay, nor 
endure the energy of his diſcourſe. Though not to 
endure, was a tacit acknowledgment .of guilt, and 
muſt cover them with public confuſion.— With a 
word, the moſt mild and gentle 4 imaginable, he flung 
ſuch terror into a band of armed men, as blaſted 
their courage, and laid them funned and proſtrate on 
the ground. 9 Pa hls 
hearts are in his hand. He turneth them, as 
the rivers of water, whitherſoever be will t; with as 
much eaſe, and with the ſame eſſicacious ſway, as 
the current of the rivers is turned by every inflec- 
tion of the channel. Follow me, was his call to James 
and John: Follow me ||, was all he ſaid to Levi the 
publican. Though the firſt were engaged in all the 
ardour of buſineſs; though the laſt was fitting. at 


the very receipt of cuſtom; yet both he and they, 


without any demur, or the leaſt delay, left their em- 
ploy, left their neareſt relations, and reſigned their 
earthly all, to attend a poor and deſpiſed MASTER. 
—Their acquaintance, no doubt, would remonſtrate 
a thouſand inconveniencies; their enemies would not 
fail to cenſure them, as rath enthuſiaſts ; but all ti. eſe 
conſiderations were lighter than duſt, were leſs than 
nothing, when ſet in competition with tzv9 words only 
from FESUS of Nazareth. Impreſſed, deeply im- 


John vüi. 7. John xvii. 6. t Prov. xxi. 1 
Mart ii. 14. He faid in the beginning, Let there be light s 
there was light: Let there be a frmament; twas ſpread a- 
broad: Let there be a world; it aroſe of nothing.—In the days 
of his fleſh likewiſe, he ſpeaks, and it is done. His word is a 
work, He ſays to the diſciples, Follow me; they come: to 
the leper, Be clean: he is cleanſed: to the paralytic, Ariſe, 
tate up thy bed, and walk; tis all performed, as ſoon as com- 
manded.—Surely then we muſt confeſs, this is the voice of a 
COD, not of a man! Twas is our -LORD's wſual wore, 
when he grants a miraculous cure: which exactly correſponds 

with that admired and magnificent expreſſion M Gen, i. 3. 
5 M 3 preſſed 
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prefſed by his powerful. ſummons, ſuch loſs the 
counted gain, and ſuch obloquy glory. 8 
He planted bowels of compaſſion in the unfeeling 
avaricious wretch ; and elevated, beyond the height 
of the ſtars, deſires that lay grovelling even below the 
mire of the ſwine. The faves of ſin he reſtored to the 
liberty of righteouſneſs; and unhappy creatures, who 
were d ted into the likeneſs of the-devil, he re- 
newed after the image of the bleſſed G O D.—Theſe 
were the effects of his perſonal preaching ; thefe are 
ſtill the conqueſts of his glorious goſpel ; and do not 
theſe declare his dominion over the intellectual ceco- 
nomy f that the world of minds, as well as of material 
nature, is open to his inſpection, and ſubject to his 
control ? | 
The dead ſeem to be more remote from human cog- 
niſance, than the ſecrets of the breaſt 7 leſs liable to 
any human juriſdiction, than the warring elements. 
What potentate can iſſue a writ of re 2/e to the 
ve? or cite the diflod ſoul, to re-enter the 
eathleſs corpſe Vet this, even this, our mighty 
MEDIATOR executed. He opened the eyes, 
which were ſunt in their ſockets, and ſealed in the 


tomb. He bid the heart, that had forgot its vital mo- 


tion, ſpring into renewed and vigorous life. The 
crimſon flood, long congealed by the icy hand of death; 
which had not only loſt its pulſe by /agnation, but 
likewiſe changed its very texture by putrefaction * 
circulates, at his order, all florid and mantling with 
health, through the wondering veins.— The /pirit, 


which had taken its flight into the invi/ible ſtate, had 


taken its place m eternal habitations, returns, at our 
REDEEMER's fignal, to the tenement of moul- 


dering clay ; and, by the amazing viſit, proclaims his 
ſoverei over thoſe unknown realms, and their my- 
evions inhabitant. : : 


As he recalls from, fo he admits into, the 


| abodes of 
John xi. 39. „ eee 


future 
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future happineſs. In the very loweſt depths of his 
humiliation, _ diſpoſed of the /ea/s of b/iſ5, and the 
—— _ f gory ory. His hands, when ſwollen with 

nailed to the tree, evidently ſuſtained 
2 _ of bell and of dratb x. Then, even then, he 
and he ſhut either the gates of the grave, or 
the portals of paradiſe. What he ſpeaks to the peni- 
tent thief, is the language of ſupreme authority ; To- 
day Halt thou be with me in paradiſe 4. Tus a royal 
mandamas, not an humble petition. 

Does our L OR D's fuperiority extend to theſe ma- 
lignant beings, the devil and his angels Even theſe, - 
in ſpite of all their fermidable ſtrength , and inex- 
tinguiſhable rage, he makes his Gr He brake 
the teetli of thoſe internal lions; and reſcued the help- 
leſs prey, on which their bloody j jaws were cloſing. 
At his command, they abandon thair conqueſts ; and 
relinquiſh, however iudignant, however reluttant, "their 
long-accuſtomed- habitations. His fing/e command, 
more forcible than ten thiuſard thunderbolts, diſpoſ- 
ſeſſes a whole legion || of thoſe ſierce and baug ity ſpt- 
rits ; drives this, all terriſied and deprecating ſeverer 
vengeance, to ſeek reſt in dolitary deſerts, or to herd 
with the moſt ſordid brutes. yer nal! 

As the blefied FESU S treads upon the necks of 
thoſe powers of darkneſs, he receives the willing ſer- 
vices of the a” of light. They that exce/ + in 


ſtrength, 
* Rev. i. 18. + Luke zxiii. 43. 
4 Milton, deſcribing the power of the apoſtace angels, ſayg, 
xe leaft of whom could wield | 
— and arm him with the force . 
of all their regions. Book VI. 227, 

|. Mark v. 9. 
uv Would any one ſec a ſketch of the glory and excellence 
of the angelic nature? Let him ſee it, in that inimitably-fine 
ſtroke of the ſacred pencil: / ſaw another angel come down from 
heaven, having great power, and the earth was lightened with 
vic glory, Rev. xviii. 1. The laſt clauſe is, L think, one of. 


te moſt maſterly touches of 9 painting, extant in 
M 4 hiſtory «=: 
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ftrength, and are active as flames of fire, even they 
fulfil his commandment, and hearken unto the voice 
of his words. They graced the ſolemnity of his 
birth ; they attended him, after his temptation in the 
wilderneſs; they were the firſt joyful hers of his 
triump bant reſurrection; and now he is ſeated on the 
right hand of the MAJEST Y an the higheſt, 


——They fland with wings outſpread, 
LiſPning Fo catch their Maſter's leaſt command, 
And fly head nature, ere the mement end. 


Behold him, now, doing according to his will, in 
the armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants of 
the earth; — ſwaying the ſceptre over the legions of 
hell, and the powers of nature ;—exerciſing dominion 
in the hearts of men, in the territories of the grave, 
and manſions of diſembodied ſpirits. Then let m 
Theron determine, - under ſuch views of our S AV 


OUR's unequalled majeſty, and unbounded ſove- 


reignty, let him determine, —whether it be fafer to 
reſt our infinite and eternal intereſts on aur con righ- 
teouſneſs, rather than on his. 


hiſtory, poetry, or oratc Milton eee d. 
ſame kind, and on the ſubject. But the poetic flight, 


e is Ar inferior to the apocalyptic 


u be ed 
His radiant files, 65417 wn the moon. + 


In this caſe, we haye a whit: brigade of celeſtial warriers ; in 
the former, only a ſingle * being. Thoſe are repreſent- 
ed, as irradiating the night, and qutſhining the moun : this, as 
exceeding the brightneſs of the ſun ; diffoling additional ſplen- 
dors on the day ; and Illuminating, not a vaſt plain, _ 
vaſier kingdom, but the whole face of the globe.—If fuch be 


the luſtre of the ſervant, what images can diſplay the majeſty 
of the LORD? who has thouſa Hhonfands of hoſe gloriow 
* him, and ten 8hou/ans times ten thour 


We 


attendants miniflerin 


fand fanding before him ? Dan. vii, 10. 
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We have ſelected ſome few manifeſtations of our 
REDEEMER's excellent — Even the evan - 
elical hiſtorians give us no larger a proportion of his 
Aoniſhin pen ww the firſt-truits bear to a copious 
harveſt. Yet, were they all particularly enumerated; 
and circumſtantially difplayed, they would appear in- 
conſiderable, compared with thoſe far more diſtinguiſbed 
trophies of almighty power, which he has decteed, 
in ſome future period, to erect *. | | 
He will gather to his ſacred fold, the people of his. 
ancient church; though they are d:/perſed into all 
lands, and moſt inveterately prejudiced againſt the 
truth of his goſpel. How mighty was his hand, how 
illuſtriouſly outitretched his arm, when he made a 
path through the ſurges of the ocean, drove the tor- 
rent of Fordan backwards, and fetched rivers of wa- 
ters from the flinty rock! Far more mighty will be 
its operations, when he ſhall remove the ſeemingly- 
unſurmountable obſtructions to the general reſtoraton . 


 * The dignity of our LORD, conſidered as the CRE A- 
TOR and PRESER VER of all things, is not mention- 
ed here; becauſe ſomething of this kind is profeſſedly attempt- 
ed, in the Deſcant upon Creation, ſubjoined to the firſt volume 
of Meditations among the Tombs, &c. To which I beg leave 
to refer my readers; and ſhall more than make amends for 
the preſent omiſſion, by tranſcribing a paſſage from the Migbe- 
Thoughts ; which preſents us with a magnificent diſplay of this 
THOU, by whom all worlds 

Were made, and one redeem'd ; whoſe regal power 

On more than adamantine baſis fix'd;, | 

Oer more, far more than diadems and thrones 

Inviolably reigns ; beneath whoſe foot, 

And by the mandate of whoſe awful nod, 

All regions, revolutions, fortunes, fates, 

Of bigh, om om one" rell ad 

"Through the ſbort channels of expiring time, * 
„r ſhoreleſe ocean F eternity. 3 * 

e Thoughts, ve IX, 
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of the Ferws ; ſhall throw all their religious apprehen- 
cons into a new channel; and cauſe tears of peniten- 
tial forrow to ſtart from their ſtony confeſſions 
of unfeigned faith to iſſue from their blaſpheming lips. 
et thus it will aſſuredly be. In the volume of the 
divine book it is written, They Hall look on him, when 
they have pi and mourn . They ſhall adore as 
the MESSIAH, the once deſpiſed Galilean ; and 
fix all their hopes of final felicity on that very P E R- 
SON, whom their fathers flew and hanged on a tree. 
boar revolution in the religious world! Yet 

to 


tence, as will be the terror of hell, the joy of heaven, 
the wonder of eternity.— Then will he put an end to 
time, and bid the ſprings of nature ceaſe to operate. 
Then ſhall his tremendous trumpet rend the univer- 
ſal vault, and pierce the dormitories of the dead 
Then will he Hale the earth out of its place , and be- 
fore his majeſtic preſence the heavens Bal 9 | 
1 | — Then 


“ Tech. xii, 10. 5 ae Jobs. | 
ft How grand is the idea, when David prays! Baw thy hea- 
vent, LORD, ani come down ; touch the mountains, and they 
Hall make, —Much grander is the image, when he ſays, The 
Springs of waters were ſeen, and the foundations of the world 
were diſcovered, at thy chiding, 0 LORD, at the blaſt of the 
breath of thy diſpleaſure —Tranſcendently and inimitably grand 
is this deſcription, though given us by the moſt plain and art- 
leſs writer in the world: I ſa a great white throne, and HIM 
THAT SAT ON IT, from e face the heavens and the 
earth fled away, and there was no place faund for them, Rev. 
XX. 11. | h 
In Vigils admired repreſentation, Jupiter hurls his thundfr, 
and a mountain falls ar the ſtroke ; A WE." 


Lu. 
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hen ſhall, not 2 nation only, but multitudes, mul- 

titudes of nations, be born in a day * ; yea rather, in an 

our, in a moment, in the twinkling of aneye.—All that 

are aſleep in the deds of death; even thoſe who, periſh- 

ing in tempeſt, are ſunk to the bottom of the ocean; ; or, 

ſwallowed u Nall heir hquakes, are buried at the centre of 
1 


the globe; hear his voice; and hearing, worn 2 · 
— Ille flagranti 8 

Aut Arbe aut Rhodopen, aut alta Cerauma tels 
Dygicit. Georg. I. 3 31, 


In Homer's more terror-ſtriking piece, Neptune ſhakes the 
wide-extended Earth. The mountains tremble to their centre; 
the ocean heaves its billows ; and cities reel on their . 
tions. 

— w ut nt 
Fay ru, in, icy 7" amine xapardy 
HNav's J rwwouolo medic rorunidare lee 
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Here the SON of; the cternal GOD appears only, and 
all nature is alarmed: nor heaven nor carth can keep their 
ſtanding; they flee away, like the frighted roe. How gravel- 
ling are the loftieſt flights of the Grecian and Roman 
EN with this magnificence and elevation of the it 
Peu 

Let us conſider the paſſage a little more attentively. Volt ler 
ſub luce videri. Maſterly performances, the more cloſely they 
are examined, the more highly they charm.—It is not faid, 
a few herds of the foreſt; a few kings, or armies, or nations; 
but the whole ſyſtem of created things. It is not ſaid, they 
were thrown into great commotions, but they fled entirely a- 
way ; not, Mey ſtarted from their foundations, but they el 
into diſſolution ; not, they removed to a diſtant place, but there 
was no place. for them; they ceaſed to exiſt; they were 
no more, ad all this, not at the ſtrict command of the 
MRD-FESUS; Not at his awful menace, or before = 
fiery indignation ; but at the bare preſence of his majeſty, fit 
ting with - — but adorable dignity oghis throne. 

If this is not the f lr in its utmoſt ſcope, FIN 
and beauty, I muſt co 14 nor ever Expect to 


lee = 


—— —— — _ 
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wake ; Su aprakings ſhall come forth. Every human 
body, though ages have revolved, ſince it gave up the 

hoſt; though toerms have devoured the fleſh, and 
Giffolutio olation mouldered the bones ; though its parts have 
been grinded by the teeth of beaſts, or conſumed by 
the rage of fire; dill in viewle/s winds, or ſcat- 
tered over the boundle/s. globe; loſt to our ſenſes, and 
loſt even to our imagination; yet will every human 
body then be reſtored ; its limbs reafſembled, and not 
an atom wanting; its frame rebuilt, and never be de- 


moliſhed more. 


Then ſhall the unnumbered myriads of departed 
ſpirits return from their ſeparate abodes; and, com- 
miſſioned by HIM who is the reſurrection and the life, 
reanimate each his organized ſyſtem. — Then ſhall 
Satan and his accomplices, thoſe execrable and horrid 
criminals, be dragged-from their dungeons of dark- 
neſs, and receive their doom at the REDEEM ER's 
tribunal.—Then will miſery and happineſs, both con- 


Jummate; and both everlaſting, be awarded by the 8 A- 


VFO'UR's ſentence.— Then will he conſign over the 
ungrdly world, and the rebellious angels, to the flames 
of bell, and to agonies of deſpair. Then will he in- 
veſt the righteous with the inheritance of heaven, and 
anftate them in the fulneſs of joy. His word is fate; 
emmutability ſeals, and eternity executes, whatever he 


. Sue, ſo glorious, ſo majeſtic, ſo 


adorable, —has HE vouchſafed to take our nature, 
and become our righteouſneſs? was H E made under 
the law? did HE fulfil all its demands? give perfect 
ſatisfaction to the penal, and yield perfect obedience to 
the preceptive? on purpoſe, that the merit of all 
might be made over to us ? — Aſtoniſhing condeſcen- 
fion ! ineffable grace! What thanks are due to ſuch 
infinitely rich goodneſs What a remedy is here, for 
the impotence and guilt of fallen man What a ſure 


Foundation of hope, 'and what an abundant ſource E 
| t 


Joy, to every one that believeth ? 
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It is declared by the oracle of G O D, That fach an 
HIGH PRIEST became us, was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for our obnoxious and ruined condition, 0 
fs holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate from ſinners, —and 
nade higher than the heavens *. It appears, I 

myſelf, from the letter already in your hand, that 
CHRIST fully anſwered the former character; and 
from this: epiſtle, I hope it will appear, that he is r the 
very perſon deſcribed in the latter clauſe. 

Eſtimate now, my dear friend, eſtimate if you can, 
the glory and exc cy of this ſublime PERSON, 
Then may you learn how to ſtate the worth of his 
righteouſneſs, and the degree of affiance ſuited tu his 
merits, Rather you perceive, that his ſpotleſs 
birth, his perfectly · obedĩent life, his equiſitely-bitter 
death, are a ſatisfaction ot unknown dignity ; precious +, 
far beyond all the graces of men, and all the duties of 
angels; able to fave to the uttermoſt, all that rely on 
them, and come unto G O D through them. 
Conſonant to this, are the ſentiments of that pene- 
trating . critic and profound ſcholar, Dr £ightfoot ; 
who, treating of our 8 A VI O U R's obedience, ſays, 

* Add to all this the dignity of his perfon, who per- 
« formed this obedience; that he was G0 D as well 


« az man; and his abedience is infinite ; ſuch as in its 


validity ſubdued Satan, and in its all - ſufficiency 


« ſatisfied the juſtice of G O D.” —After which, our 


celebrated — makes this important and delight- 
ful improvement; Tbink, Chriſtian, what a ſtock 
« of obedience and rightcouſireſs here is for thee, 
„to anſwer and fatisfy for thy diſobedience and 
« unrighteouſneſs, if thou become a child of the 
« covenant. Here is enough for every foul that comes 
to him, be they never ſo many. Like the widow's 
oll in the eee e 
* Heb. vii. 26, 


+ This is ei by the ſacred hiſtorian, with an ee 
which no tranſlation can equal; π ra rv h, or aαiον are 


wor Japansy Matth. xxvil. 9. 
, * enough 
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enough & 7 as long as any veffel is brought to 


receive it 
We need not wonder, that Gentiles, who are igno- 
rant of the REDEEMER; that Jews, who treat 
ham 0 — ſcorn ; that profeſſors of reli 
Peas eny his eternal GODHEAD ; place little; 
If any — his righteouſneſs. But it is ſtrange, 
that Chriſtians, who know the SAVIOUR;- who ac- 
proprio poten and believe him to be exalt- 
ed above all blefling and praiſe 3—it is — 
ſtrange, that they do not rejoice in him; make” th 
$oaſt of him; — mi with a becoming diſdain, o 
other dependence, Get ye hence | / 
Such an aſſemblage of divine ions, muſt war- 
ated; muſt demand, the moſt undivided, and the moſt 
unbounded — — was, no, not in 
all ages, nor in all worlds ter or 2 
er, more dignified,. or exalted, than than the obedicnce 
our LORD.—Nay, it is impoſlible to i " 
could be /o ſuited to our wants, fo proper our re. 
_ Hance," ere more chan anſwer all our 


Remember what the een and you will 
pot wonder. ” m r In HIM dwelleth all the 
ne/s of ODHE AD bodily. How com 

— exalted is this deſcription! It wry gan 
nt all the rays of majeſty and honour, It expreſſes 

in aſentenee, I ſay not whatever this pen has written, 
-but ' whatever of dignity-and — the Bible it- 
ſelf contains, — be GODHEAD, the very nature and 
eee ung Fulzeſs of the G OP- 
HEAD; wiſdom, almighty „ and 
Whatever Bop * EHOVAH challenges as his 
-own;—all the tulneſs ; every adorable attribute, in 
the moſt ample meaſure, and in the higheſt degree; 
al this dwells, not viſits occaſionally, but ſtatedly, in- 
0 A vol. 2 p. 1258. 

7 If, XXI. 22. 
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| variably, 
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all fins, and fupply all wants! What a mirrour of 
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variably; eternally reſides ; — dwells in CHRIST 
JESUS bodily, with an union inconceivably cloſe 
and intimate; inſomuch that the GODHEAD in- 
habiting, and the manhood inhabited, make but one 


zud the fame PERSON. 


Therefore, adds the ſacred diſputant, 7+ are complete 
m HTH“. Never was any concluſion more weighty 
in itſelf, or founded on more folid principles. Te are 
not pardoned, but reconciled; "ond not only re- 
concited, but juſtified ; nay, ye are, —and what can 
be ſaid or defired more ?—ye are COMPLETE. And 
not barely before men or angels, but before infinite 
purity and omniſcience itfelf. Te are made (amazing 
and charming truth!) the rigbteouſneſs of GOD f in 
this wonderful SA VIOUR.—What a fountain is this, 
or rather what a ſea of fathomleſs depth, to obliterate 


60 D's ſtupendous grace, and ever to be adored 10. 


kindneſs! © 
"Han let our meditations fix, 4 hire br 
expectations center. From this, not from any thing 
of our own, let us derive our peace, our joy, our ſu- 
preme complacency.— Into this ſubject we can never 


dive too deeply. Of this ſubject we can never think 


too magnificently. The righteouſneſs of CHRIST 
is the maſter-pillar, on which our eternal welfare reſts. 
ri ff it is the only ſupport, ver wel rn; gee tr 
ng into endleſs perdition. 
There hangs all human hae that nail Jagports 
Our falling univerſe. 
This n eee eee He is an ad- 
vocate,- à ſucceſsful advocate with the FATHER. 
Why? Becauſe he is JESUS CHRIST the righ- 
tzous 1. From hence reſults his ability to juſtify. He 
ſhall juſtify many, faith the LORD JEHOVAH. 
On what confideration ? Becauſe he is my righteous ſet- 
* Col, ii. 9. 10. + 2 Cor. v. a1. {1 John li. 1. 
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vdant K. — This, and no other, is the meritorious cauſe 
of our ſalvation. Judah ſhall be ſaved ; ſhall eſcape 
damnation, and inherit glory. What account? 
On account of the righteous BRANCH raiſed up unto 
David 4.—Since then our acceptance, .. juſtification, 
and falvation ; ſince our comfort in time, and our 
happineſs to eternity, all depend upon the righteouſ- 
neſs of CHRIST; how ſhould we delight in contem- 
plating its aultlgſ, its ache. its tranſcendent excel - 
lency!—Grand ! all-ſufficient | in every reſpect perfect 


| Nothing equal to it, on earth, in heaven, through- 


out the univerſe! — f the enormity of our 
! ſurpaſſing the reach of our imagination! ſurpaſſ- 
ing all that we can expreſs. or conceive! being . 
properly, abſolutely pivine ! 

And is this righteouſneſs mine?, is ; this 1 — 
yours, Theron? is this righteouſneis free for every ſin- 
ner? Plealing, captivating, rapturous thought, — 
Who can forbear exulting and triumphing, in this 
boundleſs, this infinite ng? On ſuch an occaſion, 


_ -methinks, | ſome {allies of enthuſſaſm, or even ſome 


3 are the he 0 1 E 
propriety, of nature. avens; for 
LORD, the LORD 15 2 Our ju- 
hteouſneſs is Gnithed ; finiſhed by e 
.V.A H, ſojourning in human clay. Shout, pe lower 
parts .of — earth : break forth into hanging, ye mountains; 
O foreſt, and every tree therein. For the LO RD hath 
moſt marvellouſly redeemed . and no * illuſtri- 


* If. lid. 117. 
1 ur. xxlli, 5: 6. I believe, it will be needleſs e be 
ak the ſalvation, mentioned in this and other paſſages of like 
rt, is not limited to a temporal deliverance, but extends 
ro a ſtate: of ſpiritual and eternal happineſs, The temporal 


is only a ſubordinate bleſſing; a kind of appendage to the o- 


ther: ſomewhat like the halo round the globe of the moon, 
or that faint and ſecondary range of it ot: which I 
12 3 the glowing rainbow. 5 

oully 
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oully glorified hinfif.ia: the rexevery of Iſrael x 


'P* or the tongue of a feraph — But even this would be 
f detective; ſuch ardour cold, and ſuch energy languid. 

no IF 1 have done; I add no more; I leave it — to ſome 
u, ¶ future letter ? to ſome more labour- d eſſay? No; but 


. 0 the hymns of heaven, and the adorations of eterni- 
w. % 1 ſupply the deficiency of my acknowledgments. 
—ln the mean time, let me entreat my Theron to con- 
„ Napiate our LORD FESUS CHRIST, under 
* that moſt illuſtrious character, deſcribed by the pro- 
het, 4 PRIEST upon bi THRONE — diguify- 
= Wog the facerdotal cenſer by the regal diadem; adding 
4 il the honours of his eternal divinity, to the ſacrifice 
„ Wot bis bleeding humanity.— Then, I promiſe - myſelf, 
you will find it almoſt impoſſible, ' not to adopt the 
— and ardent proteſtation of the apoſtle; 
GO D forbid, that I ſhould glory, that I ſhould confide, 
ſave only un the obedience and the ores of CHRIST = | 
WS my LORD! _.-. | 
L* ou made the tour of Bbc and [taly ; 
Alps, gained the ſummit of — __ 
— ridge; when you looked round, with a- 
ſtoniſhment and'delight, on. the ' ample Mains, which, 
crouded with cities, and adorned with palaces, ſtretch 
their beauteous tracts below; when you ſurveyed — 
famgus rivers, that roll in ſilent but ſhining di 
ating the boundaries of kingdoms, and wafting — 
y through the gladdened nations; When you ſhot 
jour tranſported view to the ocean, ' whoſe unineaſu- 
able flood meets the arch of heaven, and terminates 
the landſcape with inconceivable grandeur; did — 
then, chuſe to f the pleaſure dure le from 
: proſpect, in ordet to gaze ed crug vor 
ſome adjacent rock? or, ; coult-y you turn your cyes 
fom thoſe magnificent objects, and faſten them with 
pleaſed attention 1 N ler . that . Rage 
ting at your feet f | 
* If. XV. 23. * 2 
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You, who have behdld the ſcene, can accommodate 
the Gmile, with peculiar advantage. For which res. 
fon, I ſhall wave the application; and only beg leave 
to tranſcribe a with, that is no.] warm on my heart, 
and is often breathed in ſo} from m 
May the FA THER of eur ſpirits, and the 


un 


of wiſdom, us an enlightened underſtanding, t 
ENO W. him that i) lu; grant us the ineſtimable 
fing, that we may ® E 1 him that i true, even in bi 


SON FESUS HRIST. Forthis SAVIOUR; 
the true GO D, and that privilege is fife efernal®*... 
My Theron needs no argument to convince him, 
that ſuch a prayer is an act of #ational and real friend 
ſhip ; is the moſt nem ſobſtantial proof, that 


run 
His truly affelimate, ** 
A 88410 


1 John v. 2e. 
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J lte ave reacked my hand ad 
hope they have not miſſed my heart. I might in- 
what pleafurc — and how high- 
is them. But you deſire no ſuch compi - 
ments: you deſire to ite me iin with the ſenti 
ments, and living under their 22 i: RE 
be the maſt acceptable acknowledgmen my pan 
——— happy effect to 
2 therefore, bring a freſh aeceſſion 0! 
uch gratitude to me, and of fuk ſatisfaction to you 
To watch for my foul, and pray for my fals: ation, 


of _ 4. 1 ++ & A I 


* 
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{ am thoroughly convinced, is the trueſt inſtance of 
rational and exalted friendſhip. Every claim to that 
amiable character is defective and vain, if it does not 
extend to our ſpiritual intereſts, and our everlaſting 
welfare. For which reaſon, Ineed not entreat you to con- 
tinue and perpetuate this beſt expreſſion of ſocial kind- 
neſs. Or if 1 do, it is rather to teſtify how much 1 
prize the favour, than to prompt your affectionateand 
ready mind. 

Your laſt found me at a friend's houſe, which les 
pretty near the weſtern ocean.— Yeſterday waked by 
the lark, and riſing with the dawn *, I ſtrolled into 
the fragrant air, 2 dewy fields ; while, as Sbate- 
ſpear, with his uſual ſprightlineſs, expreſſes himſelf, 

aud aß 
Fee 52 7 miſty mountain's top. 

8 weet was the breath of morn, and ſweet the ex- 
1 of the freſhened flowers ;—grateful were the 
ſoft ſalutes of the cooling zephyrs, attended with the 
charm of earlieſt birds ;—delightful the ſun, painting 
with his orient beams the chambers of the os: FO, 
and unveiling the face of univerſal. nature. 

My mind, but little affected with theſe inferior en- 
eas rm was engaged in contemplating an object 
of infinitely-ſuperior dignity ; in cantemplating that 

adorable B El G, who raiſed from rathing raiſed 
this ch Aapendous 1 ſyſtem of thin 1 and ſupports—with 


his zword ſupports the m t frame; who (to 
ſpeak in NN. his own SPIRIT) openeth 
* Evandrum ex humili teflo lux ſuſcitat alma, 

Et matutini volucrum ſub culmine cantus. Vc. 


Lux alna—A lovely e ion | deſcribing, the mildneſs, ar 


beauty, and the chearing efficacy of u. riſing fun, Ir is, I 


think, incapable of an equal tranſlation ; but reminds me of a 

very fine compariſon in our ſacred eclogues, which repreſeats the 
arming ance, and the benign influence of the goſpel- 

church, at its firſt opening on the Gentile werld, —Whs is this 


that looheth forth as the morning! Cant. vi. a... 3 
N 2 "the 


_ —_—  — 
— — — ———— 
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the eyelids of the morning, ard cemmandeth the day-ſpr ng 


fo — its place * ; commandeth the light, by its 
punctual and pleaſing miniſtrations, to draw afide the 
curtain of darkneſs, and diſcover” the ſkies ſhinj 
with 'glories, and difclole the re; 2 1 cars wil 
* ; 


FATHER o nu. * e; gad my tranſports 
mand, 


— ——Thou GOOD SUPREME! 

O teach me what f rs good / teach me TH SEL. T. 

F me from folly, vanity, and vice, 

9557 low purſui?! and feed my fout _ 

th faith, with conſcious peace, and virtue f 

Sacred, fub}antial, ever fading bliſs f. 

Wrapt'in wonder, and loſt in thought, [ rambled 
careleſsly along, tit I was inſenlibly 2 to the 
ſhore: Which, m theſe parts, is prodigion high and 
ſtrong; perfectiy well fitted, to ſtand as an ing ba- 
vier j, againſt the impetuous ſtroke of conflicting winds, 
and the ponderous fweep of daſhing ſurges. —N6t 
that the omnipuotent ENGINEER has any need of 
"theſe impregnable ramparts. Here, it is true, they 
intervene; and not only repreſs the rolling invader, 
"but ſpeak the amazing majeſty of their MAKER. In 
* ot her places, all fuch Tabonred methods of fortification 
are laid aſide- The CREATOR thews the aſtoniſhed 
world, that he is confined to no expedients; but or- 
ders all things rr un to the pleaſure of hrs own 

* Job xxxvii. 2. + Tons Winter. 

t } Theſe, doubtleſs, are “ the doors and the bars,” which 
the ALMIGHTY mentions in che courſe of his awful is 
- atories to Jah, the maſſy. doors, which can never be 


forced ; che ſelid bars, which can never be broke; and I may 
add, the conſpicuous, columns on which his Providence has in- 


ſcribed that ſovereign mandate, Nez plus ultra. Or, as the 


prohibition runs in his own majeſtic words, er Pratt thou 
. 89, but n9 farther,” Job Xvi 10.1 1 
IC! v 
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will, He bids a low bank of deſpicable ſand, receive 
and repel the moſt furious ſhocks of aſſaulting ſeas : 
and, . though the waves thereof toſs themſelves with in- 
credible fierceneſs, yet can they not prevail; though 
they rear, and ſeem to menace univerſal deſtruction, 
et can they not paſs over & this ſlighteſt of mounds, 

A winding ge broke the —— of the de- 
ſent 3 and ſed me, yi a gradual ſlope, to the bottom. 
—The moon being in her laſt quarter, and the tide at 
its greateſt receſs, I walked for a while, where briny 
waves: were wont to flow. The ebbing waters had 
lett a vacant ſpace, ſeveral furlongs broad ; equal in 
ngth to a very extended viſta; ./zooth on its — 
15 the moſt level bowling- green; and almoſt as frm, 
. _ belt compacted cauſey. Inſomuch, that the 
he horſe ſcarce impreſſes it, and. the waters of 

never penetrate it. Excluſive of this wiſe 
— — the ſearching waves would inſinuate 
themſelves into the heart of the earth; the earth it - 
ſelf: would be hollow as an boney- comb, or bibulous as 
a (poage 3 and the ſea, ſoaking by degrees through all 
ts cavities, | would, in proceſs of time, forſake its 
ded, and mingle with the plains and mountains. But 
his cloſely-cemented or glutinous kind of pavement, 
5 like claying the bottom of the univerſal canal. So 
that the returning tides conſolidate, rather than per- 
ſoratę its ſubſtance, and prevent the ſun from cleavin 
it with chinks.—Such, I hope, will be the caſe wick 
this ſoul of mine, and the temptations that beſet me. 
zeſet me ay do, they will. But may they never 
8 dy ao ions, nor gain admittance into m 

Let them make me humble, and keep me vi- 
ok! teach me to — cloſely with my G OD, 
ad urge me to an inceſſant dependence on CHRIST. 
Then, inſtead of bein ng ruinous,” they ma Hor become ad- 
cntageous ; and inſtead of . w bag cleanſe 
a rock, on which they dah, ' 


Jer v. 22. 
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The mighty waters, reſtleſs even in their utmoſt 
tranquillity, with a ſolemn * but placid murmur, 
truck my ear. The billows, ſometimes advancing 
to kiſs the ſand, ſometimes drawing back their curly 
heads into the deep, whitened, at their extremities, 
into an agreeable foam: which, with the reflexive re. 
preſentation of the azure canopy, formed the appear. 
ance of a moſt ſpacious floating mantle, tinged with 
a beautiful blue, and edged with fringes of ſilver.— 


Diznity and elegance, I find, are the inſeparable charac. 


teriſtics of the CREATOR's workmanſhip. As con 
fort and happineſs, I ſometimes perceive, are the very 
ſpirit of his goſpel, and the genuine produce of his 
commands. 


On one fide, the A/lantic main rolled its ſurges from 
world to world. —/mmenſe, immenſe diffuſion of waters 
What a {ſpectacle of magnificence and terror! What 
an irreſiſtible incitement to reverence and awe! How 
it fills the mind, and amazes the imagination! In 
the grandeſt and moſt auguſt object under the whole 
heavens. — It reminds me of that apocalyptic viſion, 
which-Fobn, the enraptured ſeer, beheld ! Av it were 
a great mountain burning with fire, was caſt into the ſea, 
and the third part of the ſea became blood ; and the third 
part of the creatures which were in the fea, and had life, 
died ; and the third part of the fhips were deſtroyed + 
I have not penetration enough, to difcover the fpiri- 
tual meaning of this paſſage; but I diſcern a mol 
dreadful grandeur in its plain and literal ſenſe; —lf we 
conſider the wonderful compaſs, and the terrible force 
of ſuch an enormous maſs of ' fire; if we conſider its 


This is deſcribed with igimitable propriety by Homer; 
- | Br aur maps hin rauprnigton bees, 11 
Ad only not quite ſo beautifully by MLT; 
| He ſaid; and as the ſound of. waters dee) 
Hearſe murmur ech1'd to hit words applanſe. 
+ Rey, vil. 8. 9. 


horrible 
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harribi2 and deſtructive effects, on ſuch a vaſt body af 
vaters, as the third of the ocean; how tremen- 
dous and aſtoniſhing is the idea! Surely, nothiag hut 
divine inſpiratien could ſuggeſt theſe images; as none 
but an almighty BEING can execute this vengeance. 
Who would not fear an eternal KING, that has ſuch 
weapons, and ſuch artillery, reſerved againft the dey of 
battle and war * ? . | 
Spacious as the ſea is, G O D has provided a gar- 
nent to cover it. Profound as the fea is, GO D has 
prepared /waddling-bands to inwrap it. Ungovernable 
4 it may ſeem to us, he over · rules it with as much 
caſe, as the nurſe manages a new-horn infant f. An 
infant it is before almighty power; and to an infant 
it is compared by JEH @ V AH himſelf; though, to 
m I cur apprehenſien, it raves like a ſupendous madman. 
rs! WW But if he command, it opens a boſom, and 
ut receives his people. It ſmooths the way for their paſ- 
ge, and ſtands as 2 bulwark for their defence. I 
a march through the midſt m the ſea upon dry ground, and 
ple 
M, 
ere 
"a, 
rd 
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the waters are @ wall wnta tbem on their right band and an 
their left 3. If he reverſes his mandate, they drive down, 
vith an arrefiſtible ſweep, upon the hoſts of Pharaoh, 
Ther — —_—_— U — 7 
| E a uU CC i, ll. 
preg _ 2 5 — hy; 5 
+, as, Be tu,; s bellowing rges are 7 
the gentleſt lamb is not ſo quiet. 4 he fays, Deſtroy ; 
Job xxxviii. 23. + Job xxxviii. 8. 9. f Exod. xiv. 22. 
| Arrogance—This is deſcribed wich exquiſite delicacy, inthe 
Lox or triumphant ſong of Mofes. The enemy ſaid, I wil! 
purſue ; I will overtake; I will divide the /poil; my Luft ſball 
e ſatisfied upon them : I will draw my ſword, mine hand ſhall 
4firoy them. — What fwelling words of vanity are here] The 
rery ſpirit of a Threfo breathes in every ſyllable of this beanti- 
ful proſopopaia. Never was the language of Bluſfer, Ferocity, 
ind Rbadomontade, ſo finely migzicked.—How noble is the turn, 


ad how exalted the ſentiment, which follows! THOU didi 
| MN 4 Gow 


— — 
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even the quieſcent waters kindle into rage; they riſe 
in their MAKER's cauſe; and ten thouſand lions, 
ſtung with hunger, and ruſhing upon their prey, are 
not io fierce, When he bids them execute any other 
commiſſion, the horſe broke to the bit, the ſpaniel 
diſciplined to the ſignal, are not half ſo dutiful and 
obſequious.— And ſhall our paſſions be more wild than 
the winds, more turbulent than the billows ? Forbid 
it, almighty LORD! Thou that * the raging of 
the ſea; and the noiſe of his waves, reſtrain l 
and calm the madneſs of the people. 
The eye travels hard. It wagders over a vaſt, vaſt 
length of fluctuating plains *. It reaches the limits 
of the hemiſphere, where ſkies and waves ſeem to 
"mingle. Yet it has ſcarce made an entry upon the 
World of waters. What I here diſcern, is no more 
than the flirts of the great and wide ſea. Tracts in- 
comparably broader are {till behind; and tracts of un- 
bounded extent are behind even thoſe.—Great then, 
* my ſoul, inconceivably t, is that adored and 
fle os SOVEREIG Who ſitteth upon this 
flood, as upon a throne t; 'nay, who holds it, diffu- 
ſed as it is from pole to pole, in the hollow of his 
hand; and before whom, in all its prodigious dimen- 
— it is but as the of à bucket. —How ſhall 
reptiles of the ground fink /ow enough in their own a 
prehenſions! What humiliation can be <ufficientl 
deep for ſinful mortals, hefore this * high and holy 
ONE!“ Tet how may they riſe on the wings of 


blow with thy wind, the: ſea enticed them ; they ſank as lead 
in the mighty waters. The GD of frac} need not ſummon 
all his power, or level che right-aiming thunderbolts ; he on- 
Iy blows with his wind, and the great mountain breaks like a 
bubble. All this infoleat and formidable parade is quaſhed ; 
- finks _ deere uin, K. xv. 
N 
7273 24/1 —— Gampolqu matures. Kenne 
L 1 1151 XXix, 10. 
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hope 


leaſt quantity that the eye can diſcern; only o much, 


theſe fluid particles. As well may — 
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hope! how may they ſoar on the pinions of faith ! 


when, in the language of his prophet, and in his own 


S ON's name, they thus addreſs the — — 
Awake / awake put on firength; O arm e the LORD! 
awake, for our gre and — urity, as in the ancient 
days, in the generations & aid. A4 thou nor it, that 
hath cut Rahab, and wounded the - dragon * Art thou 
not it, which hath'dried the ſea, the waters of- the great 


deep? that hath made the depths of the Jea, a 2way for 


the ranſomed to s paſs over *? 

How grand, ſurpriſingly grand and majeſtic, are 

the works, as well as the attributes of an omnipotent 
BEING! What are all the canals in all the coun- 
tries of the earth, compared with this immenſe re- 
ſervatory | What are all the ſuperb edifices, erected 
by royal munificence, compared with yonder concave 


of the ſkies! And what are the moſt pompous illu- 


minations of theatres and triumphant Cities compa- 
red with the reſplendent ſource of day! They are a 
ſpark, an atom, a drop. —Nay, in every ſpark, and a- 
tom, and drop, which proceeds from the hand of the 
ALMIGH T L, chere is the manifeſtation of a wiſ- 
dom and a power abſolutely incomprehenſible. 

Let us examine a ſingle drop of water, the 


as will juſt adhere to the point of a needle. In tlũs 
almoſt 1mperceptible ſpeck, a famous 
putes no leſs n thirteen thouſand globules; Ama- 
zing to conceive! impoſſible to explicate ff then in 
ſo ſmall a ſpeck abundantly more than ten thouſand 
globules exiſt, what myriads of myriads muſt float 
in the unmeaſured extent of the ocean !—Let the 
ableſt arithmetician try to comprehend in his mind, 
not the internal conſtitution, but only the number of 
the winds 
in his fiſt, or mete out the —— with his ſpan, as 
execute the taſæ.— If then we are utterly unable to 

* If. U. 9. 10. 


philoſopher com- 
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number (which is the moſt fuperficial of all reſearches) 
even the moſt common works of the great I EH O- 
V AH}; how can we pretend to lay — 
and . 
can we pretend to inveſtigate the whole and 
ſolve all the difficulties, of that bigheff 2nd dag of 
the divine ſchemes, RepEeMeTION! 
I have ſometimes been 'offended, I muit confeſs, 
when you have enlarged upon the myſterious truths of 
Chriſtianity But 1 percave, the beam was in my 
own eye, when I fanciod the mote was in my friend's, 
there, in ray of light, and in every particle 
of matter, 5 of ns unfathomgble b 
the line of any human underſtanding? And 
— abſtruſe or nothi 
what is level ta our ſcanty ſions, in the great * 


but 


2 
things of GO D's law, and the glorious + things of 


— To expect this, is juſt as wiſe in itſelf, 
as congruous to nature, as to expect—a lea, 
6ꝙ6Ĩ eons tie? 
—a ſky, whoſe arches are meaſurable by our compaſs; 
—2 ſun, whoſe orb may be included in our lanterns. 
When therefore 1 of ONE uncreated and <- 
ternal BEING, fubfiftingia THREE divine PER- 
SONS; when I hear of an infinitely pure and per- 
fet GOD, made fleſh for the redemption of ſinful 
men ; when 1 meditate on the ri and univerſal 
JUDGE, recan the world unto himſelf, by the 
death of his own $ O N ;— when a thouſand curious 
and inquiſitive thoughts are ready to ariſe on the oc- 
caſion; 1 will bid them firſt ſound the of 2 
le drop, and then apply their plummet to the bound- 
Jeſs ocean. This: Lemvevy fare; ho waviweals condilicy, 
nor wild enthuſiaſm ; but the matureſt diate of rea- 
ſon, and the yery preciſion of truth. — Let then the 
great amn make en 
1 Hof. vii. 2. 
FT, Ac ü. 11. 


As 
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As the heavens are hi n 
than WAYS ; 1 than yon t 
Let e — etaigs oy. that — 
ledgment; O the depths of the riches, both of the wif 
dom and knowledge 75 GOD! . er 
hrs judgments, and his ways paſt fin out +7 and 
nes ration only, "bat reaon and euch, will ay 4. 
Men to both. | 

You we Aſpa „ how am trying to _ your 
ſpirit. obſerve the wiling ſcholar, th 
not the 4 proſicient. But ſtay ! 1s this right? to 
divert from fuch commanding Aae and take no- 
tice of mere punctilios — My friend may ſpare his 
frowns. I am ſurpriſed and angry at myſelf. A 
with the little arts of ſelf-recommendation; Self 
mould be forgot, ſhould be ſwallowed wp and ff in 
devout aſtoniſhment, when we are viewing the mag- 
nificence, and meditating on the wonders of creation. 


Behind me, and far off to the north, Cambria's 
duly coaſts-juſt, and but juſt, Loſt were 
all her woods and mountains. Inft of ornamented 
towns, and cultivated plains,” a 0 miſt, or a 
low-hung cloud, feemed to hover on e ocean's Te- 
wo brim. 22 — — "og. 
at the expreſſion, and conſcience ſharpens her ſtin 
Ah! how often and how Tong, have I treated in his 
very manner, the nobleſt ſcenes, and the ſublimeſt 
joys L have turned my back—ungratefut and beſotted 
creature !—upon the heavenly country, and wander- 
ed from the regions of infinite delight! Therefore 
now they appear dim. I have ſcarcely a glimpſe of 
their tranſcendent excellencies. Or if 1 ſee them by 
faith, it is with frequent intermiſſions, and much ob- 
ſcurity.— Turn me, O thou G OD of my ſalvation, 
turn me from purſuing phantoms, and attach me to 
thy bleſſed ſelf. Let me henceforth ſteer an invariable 


,*If.lv.g #1 4 Row. al. 33- 
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courſe to EMMANUE L's kingdom. May its trea- 
tures, as I advance, open to my view, and its glories 
brighten in my eye. Q! may ſome odours, better, 
far Better, than Sabæan ſpicy —— *, exhale from 
the delectable hills, and the celeſtial ſhores! — But 
chiefly, thou eternal SPIRIT, . breathe upon my ſoul, 

by thy convincing and comforting influences! nor 


ever ceaſe to ſwell my fails, and ſpeed my a feth 
till I arrive at he land, that is very far off; and ſee the 
KING, the KING. of, grace and of glory, in all 
bis ineffable beauty 4. - 


On my leſt bond: mage. of mountainous life roſe | 


in a ular direction. The huge pile extend- 
ed, as far as the ſight could diſcern, its black bounda- 
ries. n there belly- 
ing out into the ; every where jectin a ſhade, 
ſeveral 5 mn : 

The berght; of theſe cliffs fo prodigious, chat every 
human creature who comes near the ſummit, ſtarts 
back terrefied and gg. Only a few. ſtraggling goats 
venture to graze OR the top: and theſe, to a perſon 


Walking below, appear but as ſpecks of moving white. 


While the fel mews, that winnow the air about the 
middle Titep, look like winged animalcules, purſuing 
their little or rts in a different region. —The aſpect ol 
theſe cliffs ſo wi 

hold them without a ſhuvemag dread. "The ſpectator 
is apt to imagine, that nature had formerly ſuffered. 


ſome violent convullions, or been thatered by. wy 


eee. EAT 0 * 7 
— . when ts tham who fail F 

ee Ca of Hope, and now are pat 
off af ſes norih-eaft wine bbw * my 
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flaming bolts, and that theſe are the diſmembered re- 
mains of the dreadful firoke ;' the ruins, not of Fer- 
ſepolis or Palmyra, but of the world! POOP 
© Amazing! What adventurons daring creature is 
onder, Sthering amphire from the cavities of the 
ks! He has let elf down ſeveral fathoms be- 
Nelh the black and dizzy fummit.—He gleans a m_ 
Hvelihood, from he edges of danger, ſhatl I fay ? ra- 
ther, from the Jaws of death. I cannot diſcern the 
to which he clings. He ſeems to be ſuſpended 
over the tremendous precipice, by a thread, by a hair, 
by nothing.—PTl look no longer. The very fig t chills 
my veins, * While F view his perilous elevation. I can 
think of n — won headlong downfall, and frac- 
tured bones; of brains left to ee on the pointed 
crags, and diood ſtreaming on the diſcoloured beach. 
Suppoſe (if the mind can bear ſo fhocking à ſnppo- 
ſition) ſome poor wretch, eæpoſed on the brow of this 
ſtupendous promontory; without any ſupport for bis 
— and cleaving only to a weak gender rub, which 
but juſt adheres to the interſtices of the rock. - What 
. tumultuous throbbings ſeize his breaft ? what a dying 
paleneſs invades his cheeks ?- and what agonies of fear 
RE ET prejectii over the ra ; 
-precipice ; and furveys ocean h 
deep below!—The bough gives way. His only hops | 
fails. It yields more and more to bis w Good | 
heavens! he inks / be fins! O!] for ſome: frien | 
hand, to ſnatch him from periſhing! Milſhons, mil, 
lions of gold, were the cheap purchaſe of ſuch a mer- 
cy.—There was a time, my ſoul, When thou waſt in 
a ſituation, equally ſhall 1-fay? finitely more dan- 
gerous; tottering, not only on the verge of fe, but 
on the very hint of hell. Remember that compaſſion- 
ate arm, which as ſtretched out, in the very article 
of need, to reſcue-thee from imminent and. everlaſting 
perdition. Never forget that gracious voice, which 
aid, —1n acccnts ſweeter than the muſic of the ſera- 
. phic 
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* choir, —< Deliver him from going down into the 
pit. Let his health be reſtored, and his day of 
« proce be ro be prolonged.” 
places, the hideous ruins not oaly_tetwe? to 
the Kies, but /can over the ſtrand. Prominent and 
trigbtfully pendulous, they nod horror, and threaten 
* on al 1 A n con $ him- 
w e has got 1 precipice; 
And can hard er be, IR ho morons 
load is with-h fame —— hand, till the execra- 
ble wretch, doomed to a molt aſtoniſhing vengeance, 
3s come within reach of the blow. And TS if ” 
had the ſtrength of the elephant, or the firmneſs, of 
the behemoth, this — him Wan e 
ven cruſh him into atoms. 
- How awful to conſider, that chere is a day con 
when wacky 3 and haughty monarchs, 
. Lee compaſſionately deep, and 
them in their darkeſt al abyſſes; bide them the 
piercing eye, and avenging ſword, of inflexible juſtice: 
bat there is a day coming, when. the ſoft 8 
„the . and all the ungodly of 
earth, will beſeech thoſe tremendous ridges, with all 
their nan br wag burden of rocks, to 74/6 
228 heads “; if, by this means, 
may be —— from the infinitely more dread- 
| 8 weight of divine indignation. 
3 
| req grante 
Can Yoods — wretches, when the ca- 
verns of the ocean ſhall be laid bare, 20 the funda, 
tions of the world be diſcovered ? Can rocks fecrete an 
obnoxious rebel, when rocks, with all their marble 
quarries, and adamantine entrails, ſhall difſolve like 
melting wax? when bills, that plupge their roots to 
the centre, and loſe their towering heads in air, ſhall 


Rev. iv. 15. 16 


ſtart 


dc ents HRT 
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ſtart from their affrighted baſe , and flee away Ike n 
withered leaf |'—Goed GOD 4 ! what racking atguiſh 


+ This brings to our remembrance a moſt ſublime deſcrip- 
tion of the divine POWER, which ariſes in-# beautiful cli- 
max, and. terminates in this grand idea. The voice of t 
LORD ü 1 fm operation, the 'voite of the LORD is 4 
briaus voice. voice of the LO RD breaketh the cedars ; yea 
the LORD breaketh the cedars of Lebanon He maketh 7 toe 
alſo to ſhip bike a calf; Lebanon and Sirion like a young unicorn. 
Pſal. xxx. 4. 5- U. 17 3 

The voice . LORD is mighty is operation. This is the 
encral propoſition ; which, in the following. ſentences, we 
e moſt magnificcatly Muſtrated.— e voice of the LORD 
breaketh the cedars ; when he ſpeaks in thunder, and bids the 
Iophtning execute his orders, the trers, the cedar ; trees, thoſe 
ſturdieſt ns of the earth, are ſhivered to pieces. Tra, 
the LORD breaketh the cedars of Lebanon ; which, for ſtate- 
neſs and ſurpaſs the oaks of the foreſt, fu every 
tree of the field, almoſt as much as the oak exceeds aſhrub-—I; 
is -a ſmall thing with FE HOY AA, to rend the trunks, to 
tear up the roots, and make thoſe maſſy bodies ſhip like a calf ; 
even Lebanon and Sirion, the mountains on which they grow, 
tremble defore ther GOD, They are thrown into ſtrange 
commotions ; they are ready to ſpring from their fouadutions ; 
and. with all thrir load of woods and rocks, appear like fome 
affrighted or ſome ſportive animal, chat furt with horror, 
or leaps with exultation. 

+ Good G 0 D!—This exclamation is introduced on a very 
ferions otcafion, and uſed with at apparent air of reverence. 
Under which circumſtances, perhaps, it may be fometrmes al- 
lowable, aud not difhonourable to the divine MAJESTY. 
But, when it is admined into ordinary converfation, on tri- 


fling occurrences, and with a levity of temper; it is irfef = 


very great offence, and diſcovers u religious ſpirit. —It 
2 bs great an offence, that the GOD of heaven and-carch 
declares himfcif the avenger of all fach tranſgrefiors. He will 
mot hold them gui, or he will uſſurediy ſh them. And 
if GOD condemn, who hall acquit? Tf HE will punith, 
who can deliver from his hand %—]t Uiſcovers a very irreli - 
gious ſpirit ; is a'moſt dangerous ptom ; ſomewhat like a 


plague- ſpot on the converfation, It thews, that there is no 


faviig 


" 
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muſt they fee] /. what inexpreſlibly-ſeverer torment 
muſt they fear“ who can implore, ardently implore 
as a: moſt defirable favour, what imagination itſelf 
ſhudders to conceive. e 2 

ln ſome places, theſe mountainous declivities lift 
their brow aloft; plant their baſis deep; and, inſtead 
of portending a fall, defy. the fury of the molt impetu- 
ous elements. Firmly conſolidated, and ſtedfaſtly e- 
ſtabliſhed, they have withſtood the united, the repeat» 
ed aſſaults of winds/and waves, through a long ſeries 
of revolving ages. — The ſacred writers, I obſerve, ſe- 
lect almoſt all the ſtriking images which the whole cre- 
ation affords; in order to communicate their heavenly 


ideas, with the greateſt advantage. 1a:ah, deſcribing 
the /ecurity of che e 2—— — 
from the grand ſpectacle before my eyes: He ſhall iar 
dwell on high : bis place of defence \fball be the munitions ſen 
of roc. *;; 1 ble as thoſe lofty ridges, immove- — 
py oct , 


able as their everlaſting foundations,” w 
Should it be aſked, what theſe munitions of rocks wh: 
may ſignify I find two places of refuge and ſafe- he. 
guard pointed out in ſcripture ;, to either of which, 1 
believe, the metaphor. is applicable. He had horns, 


ſays one of the divine Pindarics, coming out of his hand; * 
there war the. hiding of bis power +. Uncontrollable this 
\ be aden. ch 14 of 10 1 


ſaving health, no life of GOD in the ſoul. Was there any cop 
ſenſibility in the conſcience, any grace in the heart, it would whe. 
be impoſſible to treat ſo wantonly and ſo preſumptuouſly, bat 8305 
glorious and fearful name, THE LORD THY CO, Deut. lents 
XXvüi. 588. nenen 43327: 2512 4 
rn 9 I. xxxiii. 16, 8 2 4 8 and t 

+. Hab. ui. 4. Hern were an emblem of ſtrength. A horn minit 
of ſatvation is put for a mighty and effectual ſalvation, Luke ii. 
63. Thou haſt heard me {rom among the horns of the unicorns ; parad 


thou haſt reſcued me from the moſt potent and formidable 4 
en-mics, Pſal. xxii. 21. Here the word ſeems to denore that 4 
power of , JEHOV AH, to which nothing is impoſtible ; 

and more than ſcems, if we conſult the next clauſe. There Vo 


was 


* 14741 
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and omnipotent power was lodged in the great J E. 
HOVA H's. hand; and this — the ſure defence, 
this the impre able on, for all his people.—The: 
church of CHRTST-is faid to be in the tlefts of the 
Rock *: that piritua! Rock, of which the [/raehiter 
drank in the wilderneſs ; whoſe ſacred clefts were o- 


pened, when the bloody ſpear tore up the REDEEM-! 
ER's fide, and cut a wide and deadly paſſage to his 
heart. * the inbabitans of this Rock have reaſon 
to ing t. What ſhould diſquiet them? Who can de- 
ſtroy Jy Why ſhould not the voice of joy N 
their dwellings, * that hymn" of holy triumph i 
their mouths! We have a ſro city. — het 
GOD appointed, ſalvation 1 . walls and aal. 


was the hiding of his power 3 _ it may be rendered, tis. 
powerful hiding, a moſt ſecure refuge, a ſanctuary abſolutely 
in violable. I have accommodated this paſſage to a different 
ſenſe, Meditat., vol. I. p. 171. But the true fignification, 
moſt ſuitable to the context, and moſt ſubſervient to the pro- 
pher's deſign, is, I apprehend, given by Theron. It is ſome - 
what like an exalted ſentiment in the Night - Thoughts ; } 
which, with'a ſmall _—_—_— may ſerve as a * ons 
the text: | 

ind nature's foield the hollow of -his band... 
A Chriftian's {bield the hollow of his hand. « 

„ Cant. ii. 14. Should the reader have an inclination to ſee. 

this ſacred, but myſterious book explained, I would refer him 
to Dr GIL ILS Expeſition of the Canticles : which has ſuch a 
copious vein of ſanctified invention running through it, and” 
is interfperſed with fuch a variety of delicate and brilliant ima-: 
ges, as cannot but highly entertain a curious mind: which pre · 
ſeuts us alſo with ſuch rich and charmin "g diſplays of the glory” 
of CHRIST's perſon, the freeneſs of his grace to ſinners, . 
and the tenderneſs of his love to the church, as cannot but ad- 
miniſter the moſt exquiſite delight to the beli-ving ſoul. —Can-* 
idered in both theſe views, I think, the work reſembles the. 
raden garden, deſcribed by ML TON; in which 070% 

Bloſſoms and fruits at #nce of golden” bus * n 

a, with e enamell d colours. — ts. : 

CAE alt, oo! 


VoL. III. No I 3. oo warts, 
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warts * Happy ſhould I think myſelf, if I was inter- 


eſted in this SAVIOUR, and eſtabliſhed on this 


Rock. 


Yonder, on the ſummit of the moſt conſpicuous 
cliff, is erected a grand and ſtately pile. At the top, 
my glaſs diſcovers a ſuperb lantern ; at the foot, are 
the huts of fiſhermen, ſurrounded. with various ſorts 
of nets.—lt is, 1 ſuppole, a light-houſe : intended to 

priſe the ſailor of devouring gulfs, and deſtructive 

als; or elſe to conduct him into a ſafe road, and 
ſecure harbour. 7 © hats anne 

Both the ſituation. and deſign of the building, read 
me a leſſon; the one of awful admonition, the other 
of comfortable inſtrution. — Comfortable inſtruction. 
How, maſſy and ponderous is the edifice! yet there is 
not the leaſt reaſon to be apprehenſive of a failure in 
the foundation. Was the ſtructure ten thouſand times 
larger, the ſolid rock would ſupport it, with the ut- 
moſt eaſe, and the utmoſt ſteadinefs. Such is CHRIST, 
ſuch are his merits, ſuch his glorious righteouſneſs, to 
thoſe wiſe and blefſed ſouls, who reſt all the weight of 
their everlaſting intereſts on him alone. Such, did [ 
fay? Much ſurer. For the mountains may depart, and 
the hills may be removed 4 ; but this divine baſis can ne- 
ver fink, can never be ſhaken.—A4roful admonition. For 
it recalls to my memory that alarming -yet welcome 
text , which you ſtyled the fpiritual light-houſe : 
which has been as ſerviceable to my diſtreſſed mind 
and bewildered thoughts, as ſuch an illuminated watch- 
tower to the wandering and benighted mariner. May 
T often view it! ever attend to its faithful direction; 
and be led, by its influences, into the haven, the de- 
fired haven of peace and falvation ! | 

Let me once again ſurvey thoſe vaſt but noble de- 
formities ; thoſe rude but majeſtic elevations of ſtone, 
— Fortifications, reared. by an almighty hand, to pro- 

” I. arbor; teins #16 hy, 16... 
+ See Rom. ix, 30. 31. 32. and above, Letter V. Fo 
| 2 122 
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— undalatiens play, and only juſt wrinkle the fur- 


ope 
the trembling failer, and his ſhattered veſſel; there 3 
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tect us at once from warring elements, and invading 


enemies Ramparte, which, overlogk and command 


the ocean; which, viewed by diſtant mariners, ſeem 


prop the ſky ; which have ſurrounded 
the univerſal deluge, and will be 
her never - failing defence even to the general confla- 
Alf ſome opinionated engineer ſhould take it 


to touch and 


Ees a d, te fuer the ably of theſe enſhalen 


and. everlaſting bulwarks ; if he ſhould make propoſals 
tor ſtrengthening them with buttreſſes, or girding 
them round with cramping · irons! how would his pro- 


ject be received ? with approbation and applauſe ? or 


with con aud indignation? “ Fool that he is! 
* td think enlarging, 


——— or improving 
„ the fni/hed, and magnificent warks of nature, by the 


« puny piddlings of art Such, ſo fooliſh and pre- 
paſterqus was my onee favourite congeit, of adding my 
ances, in order to juereaſe the juſtitying 


own perform 
Se of CHRIS T's obedience. What 2 diſpa- 


ent was this to the great, the divine toundation |! 
for the ſupport and ſecurity of burdened and 


red dc is — Jlf-Sufficlent,—ig 


How: changeable is the face of this Vnid.clement| 


Not long ago, there was nothing, from this ſtony 


but the wild- 
n. * the 


boundary, to the-horizon's utmoſt v 
eſt tumult and moſt horrible c 
ſtormy flood has imoothed its ru 


the — there the 


— deluge 


of the mighty baſon. Where the dreadful abyſs 
ned its wide and unfathomable jaws, to ſwallow up 


calm and ee "7 its * boſom, allu- 
| ring 
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ring the fiſt to baſk in the * and inviting the ber- 
fol to watch for their 
In this fair floating mirror, I ſee the picture of every 
cloud, which paſſes through the regions of the*ſky. 
But in its uncertain and treacherous temperature, I 
ſee more plainly the inconitant and ever-variable con- 
dition of human affairs. 1 durſt not be ſurety to the 
mariner, for peaceful ſeas and ſoothing I could 
not aſcertain the continuance of this Halcyon weather, 
ſo much as a ſingle day, or even to the next hour. 
And let me not fondly promiſe myſelf an uninterrupted 
tenor of ſerenity in my mind, or of proſperity in my 
circumſtances.—Sometimes, indeed, my heart exults 
under the ſmile of heaven, and the favour of GOD. 
But ſoon; ah! too ſoon I am clouded with fear, and 
ed with corruption. I ſigh out that paſſionate 
acknowledgment, Wretched man that I am! and add 
that wi inquiry, Who ſhall deliver me: For this 
diſordered fate of things, the afflicted patriarch's com- 
plaint, is the moſt appolite motto, and the moſt whole- 
ſome memento; Changes and war are around me *,— 
"But there is a world, where diſaſtrous revolutions 
will be known no more ; where our enjoyments will 
F- longer e like the ocean, but be more ſted- 
rocks, and more immoveable than the 


— 3.4 
Here I ſee an immenſe collection of waters, in 2 
ate of deep repoſe. Could I extend my view to ſome 
remoter tracts, I ſhould behold every thing ſmoother 
and calmer Rill. Not a furrow ſinks, nor a ri gaſh 
ſwells the ſurface of the ocean. *Tis' all like & ga 
plain. The waves are aſleep. Echo is huſhed. 
a gale ſtirs. The ſea ſtagnates; the mariner bene 
ed ; and the veſſel — ＋ creeps.— Wherens, could 1 
ſurvey che ſtraits of Magellan, or the gut of Gibraltar, 
I ſhould find à very ſtriking difference. There the 
vaters re in with vehc:mence,” and ruſh forwards 


Job z. . 


with 
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with impetuoſity. All is there in ſtron agitation, 
and rapid progreſs. The ſhip is whirled rough the 
narrow pailage ; and rides, as it were, on the wheels 
of the ſurge, or on the wings of the wind. This, my 
dear Apale, is a true image of what I have been, and 
of what I aw. Some months ago, when 1 was inſen - 
ſible of guilt, all my prayers were liſtleſs, and all my 
religion was a ſpiritual lethargy. I felt not in my 
heart, what I uttered with my tongue. Hoſannabs, 
were but an empty ceremony, and confeſſions froze. 
on my formal lips.—But, fince the SPIRIT of GOD. 
has Ry me from my dream, and convinced me 
of my ſinfulneſs, I can no longer be ſatisfied with in- 
dolent and yawning devotions. Trials and tempta- 
tions put ſtrong cries into my mouth. My foul 
mourns before the LORD ; my deſires plead with me 
bleſſed GOD; and I am ready to ſay, as the patri- 
arch of old, I cannot, I muſt not, I will nat let thee 
unleſs thou bleſs me . 
kee no flocks + 8 with ſober aſſiduity, nib- 
bling the graſſy plains. portive lambs, with in- 
. »ocent gaiety, tniſking along ho 4 an banks. Here 
are no ſtables for the generous ſteed, nor 8 oy. 
© | the luſty heifer. Nevertheleſs, theſe watery re 
re ſtocked with colonies of proper and peculiar 1 wy 
" tants :—who are clothed and accou in con- 
* formity to the clime: not in ſwelling wool, or buoy- 
ant feathers ; not in a flowing robe, or a tull-trimmed 
X {uit ; but with as much com paſtneſs, and with as lit- 
Ot 
2 


* * "_ a 


r re 


tle ſuperflui „as poſſible. They are clad, or rather 
ſheathed in Tal; which adhere cloſely to their bo- 
es, and are always laid in a kind of natural oil. 
„ | Than which apparel. nothing can be more light, and 
It the ſame time nothing more. /o[zd. It hinders the 
3s fluid from penetrating their fleſh ; it prevents the cold 
from Fe. their blood; and enables them to 
44; make their way through the waters, with the utmoſt 
Gen. xxxil. 26. 


O 3 facility. 
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facility.—They have each a curious inſtrument , by 
which they increaſe or diminiſh their ſpecific gravity ; 
fink like lead, or float like a cork ; riſe to what height, 
or deſcend to what depth, they pleaſe. 

This is the abode of /eviathan, hugeſt of living crea- 
tures. Before whom the broad-limbed elephant, and 
the tall-necked camel, are mere ſhrimps. A ſtretched- 
out promontory, when he ſleeps; a moving iſland, 
when he ſwims ; making the ſea to boil like a pot,” 
when unwieldily wallowing, he takes his prodigious 
paſtime. —Here the voracious Hari, that tyrant of the 
fluid kingdoms, and affaſſin of the finny nations, 
roams and commits his ravages ; embrues his horrid 
fangs, and marks his rapid path, with blood. Here 
dwelt that great, and greatly-furpriſin 5 , whoſe 
fierceneſs and avidity the almighty SOVEREIGN 
employed as his purſuivant, to arreſt a fugitive pro- 

het: whoſe ample jaws, or capacious entrails, were 

e dungeon to confine 2 rebellious ſubject, and the 
cabin to a penitent offender : whoſe bulk, and 
ſtrength, and ſpeed were a kind of veſſel, tranſporting 
this convict to the bottom of the mountains, and the bars 
of the earth f. After 1 criminal was ſufficiently cha- 

tiſed, and properly humbled, they ſerved as a 
with oars, to al, him fafe to and. 1 57 
In the ſame element reſides (at leaſt takes up part 
of his reſidence) that formidable monſter, who is made 
without fear, and has not his like upon earth. He eſteem- 
eth the pointed iron as ſtraw, and ponderous braſs as 
rotten wood. His heart is as hard as a piece of the nether 
millſtone, and his ſcales are a coat of 4mpenetrable mail. 
h not to be reſiſted, much leſs to be ſubdued, 
hes entrenched in his finewy neck. His eyes are like the 
yelids of the opening day; and when he rolls thoſe gla- 
g orbs, there feems to be another morn riſen on mid- 
noon. His teeth are terrible, jagged for rapine, and 
edged with death. His throat is as a burning fur- 

The air-bladder. I Jonah ll. 6. 

5 nace; 
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nace ; clouds of ſmoke are poured from his noſtrils, 
and flakes of fire iſſue from his mouth. None, no 
not the moſt reſolute, dares provoke him to the com- 
bat, or even ſtir him up from his ſlumbers. Helaugh- 
eth at the ſhaking of the ſpear, and ſorrow marcheth in 
triumph before him x. Whenever he raiſeth himſelf, 
the mighty are afraid ; where-ever he advanceth, ruin 
is there. —If a mere creature is capable of ſpreadi 
ſuch alarm and dread, how greatly is the CREATO 
himſelf to be feared ! who can turn the moſt harmleſs 
inhabitant of the ocean into a ravenous alligator, or a 
horrid crocodile! who can arm every reptile of the 
ground with all the force and rage of a lion ! 
Tis impoflible to enter on the muſter-roll, thoſe 
ſcaly . herds, and that minuter fry, which graze the 
ſea-weed, or ſtray through the coral groves. They 
are innumerable, as the ſands which lie under them ; 
countleſs, as the waves which cover them. Here are 
uncouth animals, of monſtrous ſhapes , and amazing 

qualities. 

„Job xli. 22. N ON 1295 Meror, ſays Bochart, pre» 
cedit tanquam metator et comes, tumidique anteambulo regis, 
Terror and iſh are a kind of advanced guard to this mo- 
narch among the reptiles : or, they go before the monſter, as 
the man bearing a ſhield went before the Philiftine giant. 
The original word occurs in no other part of the divine book, 
I cannot recollect any expreſſion, which fo fully repreſents its 
meaning, as Homer's e, or Xenophon's a both which 
are intended to deſcribe the ardour and action of a high-met- 
tled prancing ſteed.— The whole paragraph is a ſketch of the 
crocodile's picture. It exhibits a few circumſtances, culled from 
that inimitable deſcription, extant in the book of Job : which 
are given, either in the ſacred writer's own words, or elſe in a 
paraphraſtic explanation of their ſenſe, 

+ Monftrous ſhapes :—Such as the ſword-fiſb ; whoſe upper 
jaw is lengthened into a ſtrong and ſharp ſword : with which 
he ſometimes ventures to attack the ſhips, though armed with 
thunder ; and is capable of piercing their ſides, though ribbed 
with oak. This may be called the champion of the waters ; who, 
ms alan. le tia, yet, con- 

4 fiding 
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qualities &. Some that have been diſcovered by the 
inquiſitive eye of man; and many more, that remain 


ainong the ſecrets of the l deep. Here are ſholes 
and tholes, of various characters, and of the mot 


ding in a weapon at once ſo truſty and ſo tremendous, ſcruples 
not to give battle even to the whale himſelf. I he /un-fi/b has 
no tail; ſeems to be all head; and was it not for two fins, 
which act the part of cars, would be one entire round maſs of 
fleſh.— The polypus, remarkable for its numerous feet, and as 
many claws; by which it has the appearance of a mere inſect, 
and ſeems fitted only to crawl. At the ſame time, an excre- 
ſcence, ariſing on the back, enables it to ſteer and purſue a 
ſteady courſe in the waves. So that it may paſs under the two- 
fold character of a failor and a reptile.— Horace intimates, that 
the Britiſh ocean is famous for producing ſea- monſters; 
1a Tie belluaſus qui rematit 
„ N  Ghſtrepit oceanus Britaunis. | 
Amazing qualities — theſe may be reckoned the 
torpedo, which benumbs on a fudden, and renders impotent, 
whatever fiſh it affaults ; and, which is a more extraordinary 
pro , ſtrikes. even the fiſherman's arm, when he offers to 
y Dold on it, with a temporary deadneſs. By this means, it 
poſſeſſes the double advantage, of arreſting its prey, and ſecu- 
ring itſelf.— The cuttle-fſb, furniſhed with a liquid magazine 
- of a colour and conſiſtence like ink: which, when purſu 
by an enemy, the creature emits, and blackens'the water. By 
this artifice, the foe is bewildered in the chace; and while the 
one vainly gropes in the dark, the other ſeizes the opportuni- 
ty, and makes his eſcape.— The nautilus, whoſe ſhell forms a 
natural boat, The dextrous inhabitant unfurls a membrane to 
the wind, which ſerves him inſtead of a fail, He extends al- 
ſo a couple of arms, with which, as with two ſlender oars, he 
rows himſelf along When he is diſpoſed to dive, he ftrikes 
fail; and, without any apprehenſion of being drowned, finks 
to the bottom. When the weather is calm, and he has an in- 
clination to ſee the world, or take his pleaſure, he mounts to 
the ſurface ; and, ſelf-taught in the art of navigation, per- 
forms his voyage without either chart or compaſs ; is himſelf 
the veſſel. the rigging, and the pilot. For a more copious il - 


oo ar oe re wonderful ſubject, ſee Nat, Di/p!. 
Vo 242, * n | 3 — <A C4. 2% 2 ; 
1 diverſiſied 
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diverſified ſizes; from the cumbrous whale, whoſe 
flouncings by the ocean, to the evaneſcent ancho- 
vy, whoſe ſubſtance diſſolves in the eſt fricaſſee. 
Some, lodged in their pearly ſhells, and fattening 
on their rocky beds, ſeem attentive to no higher em- 
ploy, than that of imbibing moiſt nutriment. Theſe, 
but a ſinall remove from v ble life, are almoſt 
rooted to the rocks, on which they lie repoſed. 
While others, active as the winged creation, and ſwift 
as an arrow from the Indian bow, ſhoot along the 
yielding flood, and range at large the ſpacious regions 


of the deep. 


Here is the torto;ſe, who never moves but under 
her own portable pent-houſe. . The lob/ter, which, 
whether he fleeps or wakes, is ſtill in a ſtate of de- 
fence, and clad in jointed armour. The cer, a fort: 
of living jelly, ingarriſoned in the bulwark of native 
ſtone.” With many other kinds of ſea - reptiles, or, as 


the pſalmiſt ſpeaks, things creeping innumerable * -  _ 


am furpriſed at the variety of their figure, and charm- 
ed with the ſplendor of their colours. Unſearchable 


1s the wiſdom, and endleſs the contrivance, of the 


all- creating GO D !—Some are rugged in their form, 
and little better than hideous in their aſpect. Their 
ſhells ſeem to be the rude production of a diſorderly 
jumble, rather than the regular effects of {kill and de- 
fign. Yet we ſhall find, even in _ irregu- 
larities, the niceſt diſpoſitions. Th Jhod „ un- 
couth as they may appear, are adapted to the genius 
of their reſpective tenants, and exactly fuited to their 
particular exigencies, Neither the Ienic delicacy, nor 
the Corinthian richneſs, nor any other order of archi- 
tecture, would have ſerved their purpoſes half ſo well, 
as this coarſe and homely fabric. pt 
Some, on the other hand, are extremely neat. 
Their ſtructure is all fymmetry and el e. No 


enamel in the world is comparable to poliſh. 


2 Fl. eiv. 25. | 
There's 
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There's not a room of fate, in all the palaces of Europe, 
fo brilliantly adorned, as the dining-room and the bed- 
chamber of the little fiſh, that dwells in mother of pearl. 
Buch a lovely mixture of red, and blue, and green, 
fo delightfully ſtaining the moſt clear and glittering 
ground, is no where elſe to be ſeen. The royal power 
may-covet it,. and human art may mimic it ; but nei- 
ther the one, nor the other, nor both united, will 
ever be able to equal it. | 

_ But what I admire more than all their ſtreaks, 
their „and their embroidery, is, the extraordi- 
nary proviſion” made for their ſafety.—Nothing is more 
reb{hing and palatable than their Heſh. Nothing more 
heavy and fluggiſh than their motions. As they have 
no ſpeed to eſcape, neither have they any e f to 
elude the foe. Were they naked or unguarded, they 
muſt be an eaſy prey to every free-booter that roams 
the ocean.—To prevent this fatal conſequence, what 
= only cloathing to other animals, is to them a cloath- 
ing, a houſe, and a caſtle. They have a fortification, 
that grows with their growth, and is a part of them- 
felves. By this means, they live ſecure amidſt mil- 
tions and millions of ravenous jaws: by this means, 
they are imparted, as it were, in their own ſhell ; and, 
Freened from every other affault, are reſerved for the 
uſe and pleaſure of mankind. 

This is the birth-place of cad, the ſtanding repaſt 
of Lent. This js the nurſery of ?urbot, for its ex- 
quiſite reliſh juſtly ſtyled, the pheaſant of the waters. 
Hence comes the ſturgeon, delicious even in pickle, 
and a regale for =2 luxury; hence the founders, 
| with reddiſh ſpots, and a ſupply for W 
wants. Here dwell the mactarel, decked, when haled 
from their native element, richly decked with the 
moſt gloſſy dies; the herring, whoſe back is mottled 
with azure, and his belly fleck with filver : the /a/mon, 
in plainer habit, but of fubſtance, and higher 
eſteem, than either or both the preceding. — 

** 


* 
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when ſhotten and lean, wander wildly up and down 
the vaſt abyſs. When p/ump and delicate, they throng 
our creeks, and ſwarm in our bays: they repair to 
the ſhallows, or haunt the running ſtreams. Who 
bids theſe creatures evacuate the ſhores, and diſperſe 
themſelves into all quarters, when they become worth-" 
1 unfit for une ſervice ? ory” rallies and re- 
the undiſciplined ts, as ſoon as they are 
improved into Gellrable food? Who n the 
very ſcene of qur ambuſhes, to be the place of their 
rendezvous ? ſo that they come like voluntiers to our 
nets ?—Surely, the furlow is ſigned, the ſummons iſ- 
ſued, and the point of reumon ſettled, by a provi- 
dence ever indulgent to mankind ;- ever ious to 
treat us with dainties, and /oad us with benefits &. 
We have wondered at our SAV TOU R's pene- 
tration and power; — his penetration, which, 12 
the ſea was at a diſtance, and walls intervened, diſ- 
cerned the fiſh, that had juſt ſwallowed a piece of 
money ;—his power, which, without any delay, brought 
the lawteſs rambler, charged with the ſilver ſpoil, to 
Peter's hook, But is it not equally wonderful, to 
obſerve ſuch innumerable RP * Au 
annually approaching our ſhores, and cro our 
— heh furnith our tables with a — 
and delicate repaſ? ; at the ſame time that they yield 
to our nation a revenue , more certain, and no leſs 
conſiderable, than the mines of Peru. | 
Theſe approach, while thoſe of enormous fize and 
tremendous appearance abandon the chores. The latter 
might endanger the fiſherman's ſafety, and would 


Pfl. Ixviii. 19. + + Bee Letter VII. p. 7% 
t We are told by the afore-mentioned author, that the banks: 
of New ing in to the proprictors of that 
fiſhery, a revenue of ſeveral millions every year, — And they 
will, in all probability, be an unimpaired. reſource of weaſure, 
when the richeſt mines now wrought in the world, are cho- 
ked up or exhauſted, 7 * N. 
„. 12 certainly 
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certainly ſcare away the valuable fiſh from g our coaſts. 
They are therefore reſtrained by an inviſible hand, 
and abſcond in the abyſles of the ocean. Juſt as the 
wild beaſts of the earth, impelled by the ſame over- 
zul:ng power, hide themſelves in the receſſes of the 
foreſt = {hip, infected with a peftilential 8845 

to 


eee e keep off at ſea; and not permi 
enter the port, tall ſhe has performed her quarantine. 
In like manner, theſe monſters of the, deep, whoſe . 


very buſineſs is deſtruſtion, are laid under a previdential 
| interdit: only with this very deſirable: difference, 
that, as their preſence would always be pernicious, 
r to come ner; their quaran - 
tine is perpetual. 
A now the beaſts, and hey ſhall teach thee ; ond the 
fawls of the air, and they ell the or . ſpeak to the 
earth, and it Hall teach thee ; and the hes of the 
Js fat ers 1 the LORD is gra- 
ciaus that his mercies are over a his wor 


— to ws he is u he is foperabundanty y and. profuſely - 3 
haying ordered things in the ſurges of the ocean, 
as on the 1 of the ground, for our rich 

——— on and for our —— advanta e. 

One circumſtance relatin ks natives of the deep, 
| is very peculiar, .and no aſtoniſhing. As they 
ex ſow, nor reap ; have neither the produce of 
e hedges, nor the gs of the field ; - they are 
obliged to plunder and png one another, ſor neceſ- 
fary ſubſiſtence. They are a kind of authoriſed. ban- 
ditti, that make violence and murder + their * 


Job xii. 7. 8.” The 'earth is repreſented, a dag 
neſs to the immenſe benignity of the blefled GOD 
minutes, 01 a ſhort abftrada, of hr teſtimony on this occaſion, 
may be ſeen in Letter: VI. 

7 To chis, I believe, che prophet alludes, inane qemaicrablo 
expreflion, , Thou:makeft. men as the fiſhes of the ſea. Thou ſuf- 
fereſt men to commit, without reſtraint or control, all manner 


x What ſhould be a civil community, is a ova 
vg 
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trade. By this means, ' prodigious devaſtations enſue'; 

and, without proper, without very extraordinary re- 
cruits, the whole race muſt continually dwindle, and 
at length be extinct. Were they to bring 
forth, like the moſt prolific of our terreſtriaĩ animals, 
a dozen only, or a ſcore at each birth; the [increaſe 
would be un y too ſmall for the conſumption. 
The weaker ſpecies would be deſtroyed by thie 4 
and, in time, the ſtronger muſt periſh; even by their 
ſucceſsful end eavours to maintain themſelves. —There- 
fore to ſupply millions of aſſaſſins with their prey, 
and millions of tables with their food; yet not to de- 
populate the watery realms; the iſſue produced by 
every breeder is almoſt incredible. They ſpawn, not 
by ſcores or hundreds, but by thouſands and by mil- 


As the ſea is peopled with animated inhabitants, it 
is alſo vari with vegetable productions. Some ſoft 
as wool; others hard as ſtone. Some riſe, like a leaf - 
les ſhrub; ſome are expanded, in the form of a net; 
ſome grow with their heads\downward, and ſeem ra- 
ther hanging on, than ſpringing from, the juttings of 


of oppreſſion. The weakeſt are a prey to the ſtrongeſt, and 
every one ſeeks the deſtruction of his neighbour. Hab. i. 14. 
Mr Petit found 342,144 eggs in the hard roe. of a carp, 
ſixteen inches long. Mr Lewenhoeck counted, in a cod of an 
ordinary ſize, 9,384,000 eggs.—A feeundity perfectly amazing! 
but admirably adapted to the preſſing exigencies ot the 
world; admirably contrived for the benefit and delight of man- 
kind |—If we advert to this peculiarity, it will give the utmoſt 
emphaſis to the patriarch's metaphorical expreſſion, and. an in- 
imitable beauty to his prophetic with, yy yp Let theſe my 
ndfons grow into a multitude; or, which is more 
anſwerable to the original, let them multiply abundantly, even- 
like the fiſbes of the ocean, Gen. x1vili. 16. 
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the rocks. Theſe may, with much greater propriety, 

perf tenen 26 my of Semen > farther 
2 — But, as my no 

— the purlieus at the —_ as nather nor l 


have ever taken 2 — thoſe fubmarine 
groves; as Moſes, 2 6, nd Jonah, the only en 
ters that ever made intent upon 


more important themes, — left — res relating 


to this curious point ; I ſhall not venture to advance 
any thing particular on the ſubject. Only one remark 
I would offer in general 
Ihe herbs and trees, which flouriſh on the dry 
Jand, are maintained by the juices, that permeate the 
foil, and fluctuate in the air. For this purpoſe, th 
are furniſhed with leaves, to collect the one; and wi 
roots to attract the other. Whereas, the ſea - plants, 
finding ſufficient nouriſhment in the 8 
Waters, have no occaſion ta 1 
into the ground, and forage the earth 
I Inſtead therefore of penetrating, they are but juſt tack- 
ad to the bottom; and adhere to forme folid ſtance, - 
only with ſuch a degree of tenacity, as may fecure 
them from being. toſſed to and fro, by the random 
agitation of the waves. 
. r cording numberleſs other inſtances 
What 2 is in the operations great 
CREATOR: hand. Yet ev api => an 
im ement, an new patt 2s a Secular fifne 
£ Eon Ahe ſame Peel dogs takes 2 ſucha 41. 
ce of adminiſtration I mean, 10 his overnment 
of the rational world. In © chuſing an itage far 
his people, ——— to each of his 
ſervants, there is a great variety with reſpect to indi- 
"viduals ; yet à perfect uniformity, and complete har- 
mony, with reſpe& to the whole.—Some he calls out 
to a courſe of diſtinguiſhed labours. They make an 


r , 
Bi 
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hill * / Others be conſigns over to obſcurity. 
are like the prophets, whom good Obadiab hid in 4 
cave, and are ſtyled hig ſecret ones 1. Thoſe,. the ce- 
dars, which ſtand conſpicuous on the tap of Lebanon \ 
theſe, the violets, which lic concealed at the foot of | 
a brier. ip Wen a 
St Paul was eminently qualified for buſy ſcenes, and 
the moſt extenſive ſervices. He is introduced, there - 
fore, into places of concourſe. His miniſtry lies a- 
midſt the moſt renowned and populous cities, Even 
his at Rome ſeems to have been 2 provi- 
dential expedient for fixing him, as it were, on the 
ſtage of public obſervation, and in the very contre af. 
univerſal intelligence, Where his preaching was ke 
plunging a ſtone. into the midſt of a ſmonth. canal; 
which affects not only the neighbouring parts of the 
ſurface, but ſpreads the floating circles aver all the 
wide expanſe. Whereas, the beloved Jabn, being 
leſs fitted to buſtle among a croud, is ſent into che 
unfrequented /olitarꝝ iſland; there to indulge the flights 
of heavenly contemplation; and receive, with unin- 
terrupted attention, the myſterious viſions of GOD. 
1175 ſhall have thorns in his path; have the dung - 
ill for his ſeat; and be expoſed, as a mark, to all the 
arrows of tribulation. Salemoa ſhall dip his foot in 
oil; ſhall be elevated on the thrane of os bp. and 
ſurrounded with the moſt laviih careſles of heaven. 
In all this ſeeming, this more than ſeeming contra» 
riety, there is a diſplay, not only of ſovereign autho- 
rity, but of coaſummate propriety.— The great HEAD 
of the church, acts like a judicious general ; and ap- 
points ſuch a ſtation to each of hi iers, as corre- 
ſponds with the ability he gives. He acts like the 
moſt ſkilful phyſician ; and preſcribes ſuch a remedy 
for all his patients, as is moſt nicely ſuited to their ree- 
ive caſes. He knows the preciſe point of tima, 
e particular place of abode, the peculiar circumitane 
„Match. v. 14. + Fal. Xii. 3. 
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ces of condition, which are moſt for each and 

every of his children; and like a tender as well as un- 
erring father ; what he knows to be beſt, that he eu. 2 
ſtantly allots.—1 ſaid, like a gen mn Koz oe by 
like a father. — the com 0 opal 

is inex ve; CHRIST ds all that is im 1 

in theſe relations, and unſpeakably more.— 0 . we 
may rejoice in the ſyperintendency of ſuch a SAVI- 
OUR; and not only reſign ourſelves to his will, but 
;hank him for ma ing the helm; hank him for 
ſteering our courſe, through the changes of time, and 
the uncertainties of futurity. Since, whatever our 
froward and petulant paſſions may ſuggeſt, the LORD s 
1 being unequal, t they —_—_ 


fitneſs and propnety ; toy = 
„number, weight, and meaſure.” 12 


All is ſo very different bon the ee e 
lately N themſelves, that I can Ns hart forbear 
aſking, Whether I am not tranſlated into a new world? 

— are the waving hillocks, covered with the 
CREATOR's den where are the fruitful val- 
leys, made vocal with his praiſe? No cultured field, 
no opening bloſſom, not ſo much as a green leaf ap- 
pears. None of my late entertainments remain, but | 
only the cooling aephiyin: Which are no longer per- | 
fumed with the: breath of flowers, but impre _ | 
with the fre/>ne/5 of the oceati.—Yet, though f 
lovely landſcapes are withdrawn; though the pros 
2 fountain is ſilenced, and the blooming 8 i 
oſt, Lam not far from the origin, both of the odours 4 
which exhale from the one, and of the cryſtal which n 
flows from the other. I am now upon the margin of 4 
that grand reſervoir, which ſupplies the country with 


— 


its fertility, and the parterre with its beauty. — The 2 
ſea is the inexhauſtible ciſtern of the univerle. The , 
air and ſun conſtitute the mighty engine, which works, E 
without- intermiſſion, to raiſe rail ther liquid * p 

While fc 
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ate the clouds ſerve as ſo many. agueducti, to . 
ey the genial ſores. along the atmolphere ; diſ- 
tribute m at Nu periods, and in regular pro- 
portions, through all the regions ok the globe. 8 
Lqueſtion, whether the united application of man- 
kind could, with their utmoſt kill, and with all of. 
ſible percolations, fetch a ſingle drop of perfet! 7 
water * from this unmeaſurable pit of brine. Yet the 
action of the ſolar heat draws. off, every bo. every 
minute, millions and millions of tons, in vaporous 
exhalations: which, being ſkilfully parcelled out, and 
ſecurely lodged in the . 4 ES +, are ſent a- 
broad, 7, and refined, without any hrackif 
tincture, or the leaſt binary ſediment :—ſent a- 
broad upon the wings of the wind 149 diftil 3 8 dews, 
themſelves in rain; to ooze from the orihces 


Countains {; to trickle along p* 9 — 15 nivulets; to 


* I haye not forgotten, what was lately affirmed 10 bur 
Public papers, that a certain ingenious gentleman, I think in 
the city of Durham, had found out the art of — — 
water. What he produced, might probably approve i 
the taſte, aud not be without its uſefulneſs. Yer I cines but 
qu ery, whether it will be found to have all thoſe fige,, balmy, 

aluriferous qualities which diſtinguiſh and recommend the raw- 
water: which has been exhaled bye the kindly warmth of the fans ; 
has been filtrated. by paſſing * repaſſing through the regions 
of the air; has been clarified in the higheſt and pureſt tracts of 
the atmoſphere ; has been further refined and perfe&ed by the 
ſearching agency of the winds. 1 ſhould very much wonder, 
if the puny alembec could equal * — na · 
ture. 

Tug So the clouds are elegantly ſtyled in ſacred writ, Job XXXViili, 


* We are obliged to Clemens Romanus, for the moſt juſt and 
elegant repreſentation of fountains and their uſefulneſs, that per- 
haps any where exiſts. Aman re ya: apap i g vines Inwophadura:, 
bs H,, Taps xs. la rug rec fon avere walec, 1 epiſt ad Corinth, 
He 7 vuntaint, the breaſts or tears of the earth. The com- | 
pariſon, I believe, e and nochn can excced it, as 
to propricty and beauty. "ak 

Vor. III. No 13. 3 __ ⁰ 
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riſe in the cavities of wells; to roll, in many a head- 
long torrent, from the ſides of mountains; to flow, 
in copious ſtreams, amidſt the boſom_ of burning de- 
ſerts, and through the heart of populous kingdoms ; 
in order to refreſn and fertilize, to beautify and en- 
rich, every ſoil, in every clime. — 
How amiable 1s the goodneſs, and liow amazing is 
the power, of the world's adorable MAKER How 
amiable his goodneſs! in diſtributing ſo largely, what 
is fo abſolutely neceflary, and fo extenſively beneſi- 
cial! That water, without which we can ſcarce per- 


form any buſineſs, or enjoy any comfort, ſhould be 


A) 3 property; ſhould ſpring up from the foil; 
ſhould drop down from the clouds; ſhould ſtream by 
our houfes; ſhould take a journey, from the ends of 
the earth, and the extremities of the ocean, on pur- 
poſe to ſerve us. How. amaring his power / that this 
boundleſs maſs of fluid falt,. fo intolerably nauſeous to 
the human taſte, ſhould be the original pring, which 
deals out every palatable draught. to mankind, and 
quenches the thirſt of every animal! Doubtleſs, the 
power hy which this is effected, can extract comfort 
from ohr aſſſictions, advantage from our calamities, 
and Mate all things work together for our good &. 


- Vaſt. and various are the advantages , which we re- 
ceive from the liquid element; va, as its unbound- 
ed extent; varies, as its ever- mutable ſurface.— The 
ſweet waters glide along the earth, in ſpacious cur- 
rents; which not only exhilarate the adjacent country, 
by their humid train, and exbaling moiſture; but, by 
giving briſk zmpulle to the air, prevent the unwhole- 


+ The high v#lve which mankind ſet upon this clement, and 
the many bengFts they receive from its miniſtration, * theſe 
E are v 19 87 expreſſed by the Hebrews + who 

2 pOO or reſerve oir of water Y; which denotes, in 
8 , a bleſſing, * 4. If. vii, J 


ſome 


„ Rom. viii. 28. 2 


* 
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ſome ſtagnation of their own vapours—They paſs by 
opulent cities, and receiving all their filth, rid them 
of 2 thouſand nuifances : which, when once commit- 
ted to theſe ui Jravengers, are as efledtually ſecreted, | 
as tt they were buried ever ſo deep in the earth —Yet, 
though they condeſcend to ſo mean an employ, they 
are fitted for more honburable ſervices. They enter 
the gardens ot a prince, and — yew —5 of the moſt 


deligherul ornaments ef the place. Ly — upon | 
the eye, as they float in the ample cans] amuſe 
the imagination, as they aſcend in curious fel — N 


They yield à nobler entertainment, as, forming them- 
telves into meets of Noping filver, they fall in grace- 
ful or in grand caſtudet.— It, inſtead of beautifiers, we 
think proper to make uſe of them as thrirdges, they p 
at dur milis; they tot] inceffantly at the wheel ; and, 
by workin the Dageſt engines, take upon thetiſelves 
an unknown ſhare ot our fatigue, and faye use 140 
wnable degree of epener. 

8o forcibly they act, when collected; and moſt· lu 
prilingiy they inſinuate, when detached. They'throw 
themle|ves into the body of a plant; they penetrate 
the minuteſt of its urganizotl tubes; and find a paſſage 
through meanders, u ſmall for the eye to diſeern, #09 
numerous and intricate even tor imagination to £llox., 
How diſticultly does a labourer \that ſerves the mu- 
n, puſi his way up the rounds· of à ladder, bending 
under the burden of mortar on his head! white thete 
ſervants in the emplay of nature, carry their toad to 
a much greater height ; and climb with the utmoſt 
caſe, even without the afliſtance of ſteps or of ſtairs. 


The ery the entalfrorgs of vegetation, from 
the es that art ged jutp the wil, to the 
very top A toigr that wave amidſt the clouts, They 
are the caterers for che v . or (if 1 may 
br allo werl the e Vtlers, attend 


the whole bo? of plants; to run them with ſeaſon- 
able refreſument, and neeeſſary proviſion. By * 
- # . 2 
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of which, the trees of the LORD are full of ſap, even 
the cedars of Lebanon which HE hath planted &. And, 
notwithſtanding their vaſt elevation, and prodigious 
diffuſion; though they are abandoned by man, and 
rived of all cultivation; yet not a ſingle branch is 
deſtitute of leaves, nor a ſingle leaf of moiſture. 
- Beſides the ſalutary, cleanly, and ſerviceable circu- 
htion of the rivers ; the ſea has a libration, no leſs ad- 
vantageous, and much more remarkable.—Every day, 
this immenſe collection of waters, for the ſpace of five 
or {ix hours, | fews. towards the land; and, after a 
ſhort pauſe, retires again to its inmoſt cayerns ; taking 
up nearly the ſame time in its retreat, as it required 
for its accels How great is the power, which ſets the 
whole fluid world in motion! which protrudes to the 
ſhores ſuch an inconceivable weight of waters, with- 
out any concurrence from the winds, frequently in di- 
rect oppoſition to all their force! How gracious allo is , 
the Providence, which bids the mighty element per- 
ſorm its tumbling revolutions, with the moſt exact 
punctuality Was it ſuffered to advance with a lawleſs 
and unlimited ſwell, it might ſweep over kingdoms, 
and deluge whole continents, Was it irregular and 
cuncertain/1n its approaches, navigation would be at a | 
ſtand, and trade become precarious.— But, being con- 
ſtant at its ated periodi, and never exceeding its ap- 
nted bounds, it creates no alarm to the country, and 
affords very conſiderable aids to traffic. | 
The tide, at its flow, ruſhing; up our large rivers, 
- clears and deepens the paſſage; in many places ſpreads 
. a copious flood, where a dry and empty waſte lay be- 
-fore.—ls the. ſailor returned from hi voyage, and 
waiting at the mouth of the channel? The fux is ready 
to convey. his veſſel to the very doors of the owner ; 
and without any hazard of ſtriking on the rocks, or 
being faſtened in the ſands, —Has the merchant freight- 
ed his ſhip? would he have it transferred to the o- 
E "01 * Pfal. civ, 16. 
20 cean? 
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cean? The reflux tenders its ſervice; and bears away 
the load, with the utmoit expedition, and with equal 
ſafety. Behold, O man! how greatly thou art belo- 
ved, how highly favoured by thy MAKER! In what 
part of his works has he forgotten or overlooked thy 
welfare? Shew me a creature, point out a ſpot, in 
the formation or diſpoſition of which, he has not been 
mindful of thy intereſts ?- He has made thee to have da- 
mi nion over the works of his hands, and has put all things 
in ſubjefiton under thy feet. All ſheep and onen; the 


 fowls of the air, and the fiſhes ;\ yea, and the ſurges of 


the ſea *, are ſubſervient to thy benefit. Even thele, 
wild and impetuous as they are, yield their willing 
backs, to receive thy load; and, like an indefatigable 
beaſt of burden, carry it to the place which thou ſhalt 
nominate. _- WL | VN, 
What preſerves this vaſt flood in a ftate of perpe- 
tual purity? It is the, univerſal ſewers, into which are 
diſcharged the refuſe and filth of the whole world. 
That which would defile the land, and pollute the air, 


is tranſmitted to the ocean, and neither miſchief nor 

.inconvenience enſue. — Thoſe ſwarms of locuſts, — 

which, while — were a plague to Pharaoh, by 
on 


their loathed int ; and when dead, might have 


cauſed a more dreadful © plague,” by their. noifome 
ſtench ; ſwept into the ſea, were neither peſtilentia}, 


nor offenſive. How then is this receptacle of every 


nuiſance kept clean? Why does it nat contract a no- 
xious taint, and diffuſe a deſtructive contagion ? ſuch 
as would render it a grave to the aquatic, and bane to 
the terreſtrial animals : Tis owing, partly to its in- 


ceſſant motion, partly to its ſaline quality. = the 
ple of cor- 


one, it is ſecured from any internal princi 


ruption; by the other, it works itſelf clear from every 
adventitious dehlement. | | E $2 hog! 


A directory this, and a pattern for me — Thus may 
divine grace, like 


the penetrating power of ſalt, cure 


* -Pfal. viii. 6, 7. 8. 
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tlie depravity of my heart, and _ * the. diſorders 
of ——.— ſeaſon my words, and make all my 
converſation ſavoury — Thus may a. continual. courſe 
of activity, in my ſecular and my facred vocation, pre- 
vent the pernicious effects of indolence ! Let me daily 
exertiſe, or be attempting tb exercife,. the graces of 
Chriſtimaity, Jeſt faith become feeble ; leſt hope con- 
tract dimneſs; and charity wax col. 

Now the tide begins to flow. Wave riſes: upon 
wave, and billo rolls over billow. Nothing can di- 
vert, nottiing retard its progreſs; no, not for a ma- 
ment. Though Canutus be in the way * ; though his 
royal authority, and ſtrict protibition, nay, though all 
the forces of his Kjngdom oppoſe; it will never diicon- 


» Alluding to a memorable and inſtructive ſtory, recorded 
of King Canutus : who, probably e having read, had 
nevercheleſs thorouglily learned, chat excellent leſſon of Horace 


Regum timenderum in propries greges, 
FReges in ifſps imperium eff Jovis.. 
Some of bis abject and deſigning flatterers had the imgiout 
2 to. tell Him, © his power was. more than. human. 
To convince” them of their folly, and rebuke therm for tirett 
Aſettood, Re ordered Kis chair f ſtate to be placed on the ex- 
tremitz cf the. ſhove, juſt as ch tide hogan to flow. Here he 
tou Ins ſent; in thee preſence” off tho para/itzs,. and many o- 
ther attendanta. Then, with all that dignity of air, and · ſeverity 
accent, which ſo authority knows how to aſſume, 
he ſaid Thou ſea; the land on which I fit is mine; nor 
has. any. one dared to invade my rights, or diſobey my com- 
« mancks, wittfour fuffering tie deſerved purtiſhment. I charge 
« ter; therefore, or ok of ny higheſt diſpleaſure, not ro 
Ai efitort theſe text itories nor tourt thi” feet of England's mo- 


% math.” 1 | 
made bold: to enter on che ferhidden 


ground, pgs Por de rr hings 

' DG; ma WhAT thidie-unco ſumed truth 
Gpon the royal ſeat, and even to dach his: Majeſty's perſon ; 
he ſtarted- from his throne, and bid every beholder obſerve 
tere impotence of earthly Kirgs; bid them remember, that HE 
done: is worthy off ; Hout wird, ant waves, ard 
univerſal nature obeys ooo ag | 


tious 


& Cn a 


* 5 
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inſtance; let us not too peremptonly 


Let. g. T HERON! to As? 41% 231 


tiaue the adyancing ſwell, till ithas reached the deſtined 
point.—80, may L a/ways ebound in communion with 
GOD, or in beneficence to men; reſigning one reli · 
gious or charitable employ, only to enter upon ano- 
ther ; and be thus preſhng forward, , preſſing for- 
ward to the prize of my high calling in CHRIST 
JESVS - diſſering from thoſe regular viciſſitudes 


of the ocean, only in one particular; that ny endea- 


vours never ebb, my ſoul never draws. 
this would be, it temporary; to my grievous loſs; 1 
final, to my aggravated perdition. ,. 4; 


a 12 0 4 „ 4 : * £ ” 194 8 ' | : 
Conſider the ſea in another capacity, and it connect 


the remoteſt realms of the univerſe, by facilitating 
an intercourſe between. their reſpective inhabitants. 
What ſhort- ſighted beings are mankind! how ex» 
tremely ſuperſicial their views! how unavaidable 
therefore NN — miſtakes! The . 1015 
ed upon this bottomleſs. deep, as an unpa gulf. 
If our forefathers were ſo egregiouſly en this 


DROUNCE, pep: 
on any diſlicult or myſterious point; leſt ſucceeding 
generations, or a more enlightened ſtate, ſhould cover 
us with the double confuſon of cb1di/4 ignorance, 
and foolifb conceit. NT e | * 

We have clearly demonſtrated,” and happily expe- 
rienced, the very reverſe of that grey- headed ſurmiſę 
to be true, The ocean, initead of being a bar of ſe- 
paration, is the great bond of union. For this purr 
poſe, it is never exheu/ted, though it ſupplies th 
whole firmament with clouds, and the whole 
with rains; nor ever ove;#ows, though all the rivers 
in the univerſe are perpetually augmenting its ſtores, 
and pouring in their tributary floods. By means, of 
this element, we travel farther, than birds of the 
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ſtrongeſt reſt pinion and diſcover tracts, which the 
vulture" eye bas —— *, We make a viſit to na- 
tions, that lie drowned in their midnight- flumbers, 
when every induſtrious on on this part of the 
Ke is 7 himſelf in all the hurry "of buſineſs 
e cultivate an-acquaintance with the ſun-burnt Ne- 
„and the ſhivering 7relander. We croſs the flaming 
, we penetrate t onen pole, and wing our way 

even round the world. 

This is the great vehicle of commerce. Not to men- 
tion the floating caſtles, INDE whole armies ; 
which bear the thunder, the fi empeſts, and all 
the dreadful artillery of war ; w 2 a multitude of 
ſhips, of the largeſt dimenſions, and moſt prodigious 
burden, are Wanna paſling and repaſſing this uni- 
verſal thoroughfare! ſhips, Gat are freighted, not 
with ſacks, bat with harveſts of corn; that carry not 
pipes, but vintages of wine; that are laden, not with 
bars of iron, blocks of marble, or wedges of gold, 
but with whole quarries of maſſy ſtone, and whole 
mines of ponderous metal. All which, lodged in 
theſe volatile florehouſes, and actuated by the breath of 
Heaven, are wafted to the very ends of the earth ; 
wafted, enormous and unwieldy as they are, more 
expeditiouſly than the light berlin bowls along the 
road; amo as _ as the nimble-footed roc 
bounds over the 
-- Aſtoniſhing ae of eternal wiſdom! yet moſt 
1 — — for the benefit of mankind! 1 

hardly ſatisfy my view, in beholding this rolling 
chaos; I can never ceaſe my admiration, in contem- 
Plating 1 its amazing properties: That an element, lo 
Job xxviii. 7. 

1 A hip, under a briſk and ſteady gale, ll far the rue 
of 216 miles in 24 hours; perſevering, if the wind continues 
n in the ſame rapid career, for ſeveral days together: 
A courſe, which, confidering both its fwiſtne/s and duration, 
cannot be equalled by the ableſt _ oP not by the 


abel creature that treads = ground. 1 
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unſtable and fugitive, ſhould bear up ſuch an immenſe 
weight, as would bend the firmeſt floors, —— burſt ere 
ſtrongeſt beams — That the fin = ieldi 
drive on, with ſo much facility ſ — of 
ſuch exceſſive bulk, as the — of a legion would 
be unable to move — That the air and the water, act- 
ing in conjunction, ſhould carry to the diſtance of 
many thouſand miles, what the united force of men 
and machines could ſcarcely drag a ſingle yard. Pu- 
ny and deſpicable are our attempts; but great _ 
marvellous are thy works, O LORD GOD 

I thou wilt work, ſays the prophet, who or w at 
Pai let it *? Neither the meanneſs of the inſtrument, 
nor the greatneſs.of the event. A fling. and a ſtone 
ſhall lay the gigantic bravo in the duſt f. An ox- 
goad ſhall do more execution than a battery of can- 
non f. Even @ worm ball threſh the mountains, and 
beat them ſmall, and make the bills as chaff l. GOD 
ALL-SUFFICIENT is his name, and out of 
weakneſs he maketh his ſtrength perfect. O]! that 
we, my dear A/paſio,—that | eſpecially, —may be ſtrong 
in the LORD, and in the power of his miglit! Then, 
as the light air is made to act with a more forcible im- 
pulſe, than the moſt vigorous engines; as the fluid 
water is made to ſuſtain more pondercus loads, than 
the moſt ſubſtantial works of maſonry ; ſo we, who 
in ourſelves are nothing but : * ice, thall be enabled 
to triumph over the tegions of hell, and tread down 
all the temptations of the world. 
Ho are the mariners conducted through this fuid 
common, than which nothing is more wide, and nothing 
more wild? Here is no tract to be followed; no poſts 
of direction to be conſulted; nor any ſhepherd's hut, 
8 — Abl craveller may aſk his way.—Are 


illar of bre in th e night, or a move- 
eee rp to y ? as the ſons of Jacob and Foſeph 


I. xliii. 13. Sam. 31. 
I. 13. . + Judg. in. 31 


were 
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were eſcorted through the eaſtern deſerts. No; but 
by à mean, contemptible, and otherwiſe worthleſs 
a. —The apoſtle James mentions it, as a very ob- 
ſer vable fact, that the frps, -2whreb are ſo. great, and 
driven of fierce winds, yet are turned about with a very 
ſmall heim, bib herfoever the gavernor liſteth *. Is it not 
equally wonderful, that they mould be led through 
ſuch à pathleſs and unmeaſurable waſte, by fo ſmall 
an expedient; as the intervention of the hh 
Till this: ſurpriſing mineral was diſcovered, and its 
properties were improved, navigation lay in its cradle; 
was, at beſt, a mere infant, that crept timorouſly 2 

long the coaſts ; Was obliged to keep within ſight ot 
— tores ; and, it driven out beyond the narrow 
iphere of her land- marks, could neither aſcertain her 
ſituation, nor purſue her voyage. But this guide, — 
when every beacon on the top of the hills is vaniſhed 
from the acuteſt ken; where nothing but ſkies are 
ſeen above, and ſeas alone appear below ;—this gaide 
points out the proper paſſage. This communicates an 
intelligence, which {hines — the thickeſt dark- 
neſs,” and remains ſteady in the moſt tempeſtuous a- 
gitations. This has given, not indeed birth, but ma- 
Furity to navigation; and turned her ſwaddling- bands 
into wings. This has emboldened her to launch into 
the heart of the ocean, — 2mm 

pole to pole £21 
bus Goes GOD, both inthe operations of nature, 
and. the adminiſteatidnbs of providence, accompliſh 
the maſt important ends by the moſt inconſideruble 
means. When the formidable Siſera is to bs — 
on zahm. 

+ T'am-awart; that other expridiencs-are 960 debian a 
proper courſe on the ocean ſuch as making obſervations from 
the ſun by mathematical A But thee, 1 believe, are 


only ſubordinate aids to the e.. The. grand regulator is 
the magnet. I have heard an experienced failor declare, hr 


would rather be without his geadranty than without his em- 
Pf. 224. b * 46.4 hs 
GIG Var | 
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the blow ſhall he given, not by ſome puiffant cham- 
pion, but by the hand of 2 woman v When Jericho 
z to be demolifiied, thoſe impregnable fortificatiofis 
fhall fall, not beneath the ſtroke of battering engines, 
but before the ſound of rams horns f. When a hun- 
dred thouſand Midianites are to be routed, the LORD 
of hoſts will gain this ſignal victory, not by numerous 
legions completely armed, but by a handful of 4 
ites, accoutred only with trumpets, lamps, and pitch- 
ers f.—--Who would have thought, that from the root 
of Jeſſe, a root out of a dry ground, ſhould ariſe 
chat great tree, which ffretches her boughs unto the. ſea, 
and her height unto the heavens, and her branches unto 
the ends of the earth? That the deſpiſect Galilean and 
the carpenter's ſon ſhould be the SAVIOUR of the 
world, and the HEIR of all things? Nay, that a 
perſon humbled like the meaneſt of ſlaves, and exe- 
cuted like the vileſt of malefactors; nailed to a croſs, 
aud laid proftrate among the dead; that HE ſhould 
reſtore lite and immortality 85 ruined 3 ; ſhould 
| the gates of grace and glory on mankind ? 
Thee 4 — iter the creatures taken from the barge, 
che car, and the net, ſhould contute philoſophers, 
and convert kings; ſhould overthrow the itrong holds 
of idolatry, and plant Chianti on its rains — Thi 
is 2 circumſtance, which, though à ſtumbling: bl 

to ſome people, has conſiderably ſtrengthened 
faith. It is perfectly agrecable tothe AL MIGHTY 
manner. Ie is (if x ELF fpeak} the diſtinguiſhing 
tuen of his - and the pectthar” y of his works. 
Whence does he raiſe the chatmingly-beauteous flow- 
er > whence the magnificent” wryrrads' of the forelt- 
oaks ? whence the Bbonndfeſs and incftimable ſteres of 
the karveſt? From principles which bear not the heat 
proportion to theiv eſſecłs. Beſiale 


| * Judg iv, 9. + Joſh, 1.3 
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of his 12 arm *, and abſolutely precludes all the 
pretenuons of human arrogance, or finite power. It 
appropriates the honour to that ſupreme AGENT, 
before whom the ea/y and the arduous are both alike. 
All men that ſee it muſt confeſs, THIS HATH GOD 
DONE. | | 99 | | 


Through this channel, are imported to our iſland 
the choice productions, and the peculiar treaſures, of 
every nation under heaven. So that we can break- 
faſt upon a diſſolution of the American kernel +; and 
ſee the rich nutrimental liquor froth in our cups, 
without ever tempting the toaming brine. We can 
ſteep the delicately-flavoured Chincſe leaf, in the waters 
of our own well; or ſpend the atternoon in our own 
parlour, and be regaled with an infuſion of the finel 
ſcented Arabian berry. We can ſeaſon the friendly 
bowl with the juices of the orange, or refreſh our 
'clammy palate with the pulp of the tamarind ; with- 
out feeling 'that fervent heat, which imparts ſuch a 
Pengnant reliſh to the former ; without ſuffering thoſe 

orching beams, which gave a fever-cooling virtue to 
the latter. We can pile upon our ſalvers a pyramid 
of Italian figs; till the interſtices with the ſky-dried 
raiſins of Malaga; and form a ſummit tor the invi- 
ting ſtructure, with the piſtacia nut of Aleppo—By 
this means, the eaſtern ſpices exhale their odours on 
our tables; and the weſtern canes transfuſe their 
ſweetneſs into our viands. We clothe our bodies 
with the vegetable fleeces | of the ſouth, and line our 
13 I xxx. 30. | 
_ _ Called the cacga, which affords the principal ingredient 
of cbecolate, and grows on a {mall tree in America. 
T + Citton, which is a ſort of wool, encompaſſing the ſeed of 
- 4 tree-—lts fruit is of an oval form, about the, fize of a nut. 
- As it ripens, it grows black on the outſide ; and. by the heat 
of the ſun, opens in ſeveral places, diſcovering the cotton 
2 the clefts, which is of an admirable whiteneſs. Sec 
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apparel with warm furry ſpoils from the north. We 


if 
can wear the pearl poliſhed in the abyſſes of the Per- 
fian gulf; on the carpets, manufactured in 
the þ 3d — of the Great Mogul ; yet neither expoſe 
ourſelves to the of boiſterous ſeas, nor the more 
dreaded treachery of barbarous people.—In ſhort, by 
this grand and beneficial expedient of navigation, 
every tide conveys into our ports the wealth of the 
remoteſt climes, and brings the abundance _. of the 
univerſe to be unladen on our quays. London becomes 
a mart of nations; and almoſt every private houſe in 
the kingdom, is embelliſhed or accommodated from 
the four quarters of the globe. | 
Almoſt every private houſe — Is not this more like 
rhetorical flouniſh, than real truth? Are not all the 
advantages I have mentioned, the peculiar portion of 
the rich? Is not the fea, hke high life and the gay 
world, ſomewhat capricious and partial? beſtowing la- 
viſhly her favours on the wealthy, at the ſame time 
that ſhe neglects the needy ?—Quite the reverſe. Like 
her moſt exalted yet moſt condeſcending CREATOR, 
ſhe is no reſpecter of perſons. She deals out her li- 
beralities to all; to the wealthy, ſuch as are ſuitable 
to their circumſtances ; to the indigent, ſuch as are 
beſt adapted to their condition. If ſhe ornaments the 
abodes of the fir, ſhe employs the hands of the laſt; - 
furniſhes the/e with uſeful labour, theſe with elegant 
accommodations. What a multitude of induſtrious 
people acquire a livelihood, by preparing the commo- 
dities intended for exportation | and what a multitude 
of dextrous artificers maintain their families, by ma- 
nufacturing the wares imported from abroad 

It is reckoned à valuable ſpecies of beneficence to 
provide proper work for the poor. This withdraws 
them from many temptations, and preſerves them from 
much wickedneſs. It hinders them from being a 
burden to themſelves, and 3 nuifance to the public. 
They might otherwiſe be ide, and as vermin on the 


body 
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body politic; or even mutinous, and as 'vipers in the 
Leer che nation. Whereas, by exerting them- 
felves m1 2 due ſubor dination, anti with becoming di- 
ſigence, they are the very ſinews of the community, 
or like the 
inceffant uctivity diſtributes plenty, and poms innu- 
merable conveniencies through the —What a 
maſter then, vr rather what 'a e, is the fea! low 
extenſtve her correſpondence, and how Targe her de- 
mand for workmen 1 
ſtre not enter? What Kind vf ingemons ſcience, or 
nſeful toil, dos The not befrrend? How many mil. 
lions of honeft but perfons are engaged in her 
ſervice? And how am amply are they repaid for their 
pams — that go town to the ſea in 38 
their bitfineſs in great waters, theſe men 2 the e 
tbr LORD, and bir wonders in the deep. They al 
that &well among their own people, and abide in the 
villages, even they enjoy the bounty, and ſhare the 
advantages of the vegan. For, though it is falſe phi- 
loſophy, to ſuppoſe tire waters bens vr: ſtrainetl 
throughſubterranean paſfages, intothe inland countries; 
yet it is an undeniable truth, that their beneficial 22s 
are transfoled into every town, every hamlet, ant 


yy c 8 
y, the inhabitants of our iſle have · reaſon ty 
turn ike prediction of Mies, concerning the tribe of 
ſeph, into a flevout and grateful acknowledgment. — 
Bleſſed of the LORD ts dur lum. 'Biefſetl with the 
precious things of heaven, with the dew, und with the 
deep that 75 benzath. With the precious things 
2 forth by the Jen, and with the precious things: thraft 


* 1s, (oI d wariſlate-the yrigmat), not ir; in the 
tiQtiv not — form. This implies u. fülnere of 2 
and diſtinguiſhes prophecy from ptayer; beſt ſuits the extra- 
ordinary illumination of ,; and does moſt hondur to the 
omniſcient 8 PI RIT. 

forth 


—_— wheel in the machine of ſtate, whote 


nto what branch of trade does 
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forth by the moon, "With the chief things of the ancient 
mountains, and with the precious things of the everlaſting 
hills * and with the precious things of the earth, and the 
Fulneſs thereof *. May we alſa enjoy the  good-will of 
HIM, whe dwelt in the buſh 4, and the e of HIM, 
who hung on the tree! May the eternal G O D be our 
refuge, and his everlaſting arms underneath both us 
and our intereſts! — Happy then wilt thou be, thrice 
happy, O England Thy temporal advantages, and thy 
iritual privileges conſidered, it may truly be faid, 
20, ar what nation, is lite unto thee ? | 


77 Deut. xxxiii. 13; 14. 15. 16. Here ſeems to be an exact 
ſummary, and x pocucal deſcription of the riches of nature. 
-—The precious things of heaven ; or rain, which deſcends from 
the upper; and dew, which is formed in the lower, regions of 
the firmament.—The deep that coucheth beneath; (tas, rivers, 
fountains, wells, which lie in the boſom of the ſoil; and are 
ſources of fertility and plenty.— The precious things brought 
forth by the fun, muſt certainly denote the hepbs, plants, trecs, 
and all manner of vegetables, with their reſpettive fruits. Hie 
precisis things thruft forth by the moon, may probadiy refer to 
the mineral kingdoms; in the formation of which, that ruler 
of the night may have a confiderable. inflaence. The moe 
is confeſſe dly the parent of tides; and may put in motion 
thofe bituminous and faline fluids, which, circulating through 
the pores of the earth, and fixing in beds of homageneous 
194tter, are ſuppoſed. to commence mineralg.—As our ſacred 
philoſopher has already ſpecified the vegetable tribes, and (it I 
miſtake not) the beds of foſſils, the. principal things of the muun- 
tains and hills, ſhould fignify the ſheep, goats, and other va+ 
luable animals, which feed upon thoſe vait declivities, Then, 
the precious things of the earth, may exprels thoſe herds gf 
larger cattle, which have their paſturage in the plains, valleys, 
and lower grounds, A ſenſe, which recommends itſelf from 
this conſideration, that the wealth of the ancients conbiled 
chiefly in cattle.— The fulneſi thereof, may be a kind of reca- 
pitulation: a comprehenſive term, including the whole pro- 
duce of the t:rraqueous globe; the magnificent liverality of - 
JEHOVAH to his people. . 
# Dout. xxxili, 16. 


This 
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This for my country; now let me wiſh for myſelf ; 
GOD of all worlds ! fource and ſupreme of things / 

From whom all life, from whom duration ſprings ! 

Intenſe O. let me for thy glory burn, 

Nor fruitleſs view my days and months return. 

Give me with wonder at thy works to glow, 

To graſp thy viſion, and thy truths to n 

O'er time's tempeſtuous ſea to reach thy ſhore, 

And live, and ſing, time ball be no more. 

You ſee, Aſpaſio, I bave been ſtudying the volume 
of nature; endeavouring to read its capital characters, 
and learu ſome * its in le leſſons. The ſea has 
been the page; but how cia is my fal, and 
no leſs 2 knowledge. Little, 91 have 
I ſeen or conceived, relating to thoſe works of won- 
der, which the vaſt unfathomable deep contains * ;— 
the plants it produces, and the creatures it nouriſhes ; 
—its ſtupendous rocks, and ſubterranean caves ;—the 
which are its native growth; and the 
of which it has gained by ſhipwreck.—$&: 
ſuperſicial are my views of CHRIST ; ſo ſcanty is my 
acquaintance with the Me 
Lou, I preſume, are ſitting at the feet of that ſub- 
lime TEACHER; and attending to the dictates of 
HIS mouth, in whom are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom 
and knowledge F. Let me promiſe myſelf àa communi- 

cation of your thoughts, as I have freely tranſmitted a 

ſpecimen of mine. And I will make no fcruple to ac- 
| © Should the reader deſire to ſee chis ſubject more largely 
opened, and more fully improved, I would refer him to Con- 
templationt on the ocean, lately publiſhed by my ingenious and 

ious friend Mr Pearſal. In which, a reined fancy and a de- 


ate phfloſophy, compoſe a chaplet for evangelical divinity : 
uniting ſome of their beautiful and fragrant flowers, to adorn 
the goſpel of GOD our SA VIOUR,—to quicken and re- 
freth the ſpirits of his people, to invite and win the hearts 
of the diſobedient. | ö 


1 Col. il. 3. 
knowledge 


© 
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knowledge the ſuperiority of the exchange; that 1 
receive E 
©, as the ee ee eee 
Or, as t uent {ſarah ſpeaks; For bra/s you tdi 
bring gold, and for iron you will bring fibver * xren- 
22 me, by this intercourſe, your more obliged, 
though it is ſcarce poſſible for me to be more than 1 
e Bugs > THER'ON-» 
P. S. Monſieur Paſchal, who was remarkably fond 
of brevity, makes an odd excult for tran ng, on a 
particular occaſion, his favourite rule. He entreats his 
friend to pardon the unuſual lengthof his epiſtle, by aſſu- 
ring him, that he had net time to mate it ſbarter.Icannot, 
it muſt be confeſſed, adopt this philoſopher's apology. 
For 1 have purpoſely lengthened my letter, with a 
view of ſetting, in this one circumſtance, a pattern for 
my 4/paſe. | | 246244 
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As r AS10 % F HERON: 


Dear THER ON, 


| i Thank you for your /etter, becauſe it entertains and 


improves me: I thank you for your ee be- 


cauſe it is my encouragement and my apology.+lam 


7 
ſet down to write, with a copious ſtock of materials. 


It will be far more difficult to contract, than to en- 


large. I muſt therefore acknowledge myſelf obliged 


to your candour, for aſſigning me the eafier talk. — 


That ixity, which, in others, might be ungenteel 


and y, is, in me, an act of complaiſance, and 


matter of duty. | | 
Vol. III. Ne 14. ; | Though 
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Though abſent from you, I went with you m your 
late ramble. Your deſcriptive pen has made me par- 
taker of the ideal delight : may divine grace enable me 
to ſhare in the /piritual improvement When you diſ- 
played the beauties of the morn, breaking forth from 
the obſcurity of night; when you adopted that noble 
aſpiration from our philoſophic poet, I could not for- 
bear adding, —* Thus may the gracious G O D, who 
“ commands the light to ſhine out of the midnight- 
« darkneſs, ſhine into our hearts; and give that in- 
<« comparably-glorious knowledge, the knowledge of 
* his blefl SELF | which, though diſcernable through 
cc all the tracts of creation, and derivable from every 
« work of his almighty hand; yet no where beams 
forth with ſuch complete and ſuch amiable luſtre, as 
« in the perſon of FESUS CHRIST *.” Here 
we behold all the ſublime perfections of the DEITY, 
not only manifeſted with 1nimitable ſplendor, but o- 
perating for our own advantage. We behold them, 
as Fob ipeaks, for ourſelves f; and cannot but receive 
inexpreſſible refreſhment and joy from the view. 

When you walked beneath the ſhade of thoſe huge, 
horrid, and enormous cliffs ; both amuſed and alarm- 

ed at their ſtupendous magnitude, and frightful irre- 
gularity ;—when you caſt your eye upon the wide- 
expanded furface of the ocean ;—when you ſurveyed 
the far more unmeaſurable arches of the ſky ;—and 
meditated, in that awful ſolitude,” on the wildeſt and 
moſt magnificent a ces of nature; —1I felt the 
fame kind of devout aſtoniſhment with yourſelf. 
While the foul was wrapt in pen/rve ſtillneſs, and plea- 
Jing dread }, methought I heard a voice, or ſomething 
er + Job xix 27. 
t It ſeems to have been ſuch a kind, not of anxious but of 
plraſing dread, which ſeized the diſciples on the mount of 
transfiguration : "wav y=p u, for they were ſtruck with a pro- 
found, but delighttul awe. | Delightful, otherwiſe it is not caſy 
to conceive, why Peter ſhould propoſe to build tabernacles 


chere, or how he could viſh to continue in thoſe cirtum- 
Rances, Mark ix. 6, © h like 
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like a vaice, from the ſilent ſpheres, as well as from 
the ſounding ſeas. It ſeemed to echo back, what the 
mighty angel, whom John ſaw flying in the midit of 
heaven, once proclaimed-; ** Worſhip HIM, who made 
« heaven and earth, and the ſea, — the fountains of 
« water &. Worſhip him, who ſtretched out that a- 
„ Zzure pavilion with ſuch amazing grandeur ; ; who 
«<< meaſured onder world of waters, in. the hollow 
* of his hand; and before whom, this . — range 
« of mountainons cliffs, is but as duſt upon the ſcale.” 

When you deſcribed the diſmal ſituation — a wretch, 
expoſed on the edges of the tremendous precipice; 
hanging over the ragged rocks, and the unfathomable 
— and cleaving only to 3 llender, treacherous, 

g bough: how heartily did I join in your ad- 
doring acknowledgments to "hat kind, interpoling, 
bleſſed hand, which reſcued us both from an infinitely 
more threatening and dreadful danger! reſcued us, as 
Haves, from the dominion of the devil; ſnatched 
as brands, from the inextinguiſhable burnings ; ; _ 
bid us (O-marvellous, ſuperabundant goodnels!), bid 

us poſſeſs the /zberty of righteouſneſs; bid us inherit 
— kingdom of heaven. 

When you mention the paſt indolence, and the pre · 
ſent fervour of your prayers, I could not forbear re; 
iterating my praiſes to GO D on your behalf. This 
is a proof, my dear Theron, that you are going 1n the 
way everlaſting ; for it is written, They all came with 


1 che and with ſupplications will I 724 them +, This 
is the work of on OLY GHOST, dwelling in 


you heart; for what ſaith the ſcripture ? 7 7 aui pour 


pon them the ſpirit of grace and of ſupplication t. 2 
= ar LORD kim E 
of a true — Be bold he prayeth || AX = 


Saul prayed before? ah 1 ; and made long prayers 


* Rev. xiv. 7, + Jer. XXI. 9. + Zech. il, 30. 
Ac ix. 11, 7 3 
Q 2 | 8 too, 


too. But he never, till that inſtant, was ſenfible of 
his undone and damnable condition ; never cried to 
GOD from the depths of his diſtreſs, or from the 
depths of his heart; nor ever ſolicited the throne of 
grace, in the all · prevailing name of FESUS CHRIST. 
lis prayers, till then, were ſomewhat like the mote, 
which fluctuate to and fro in the aw, without any vi- 
gorous impulſe, or any certain aim. But, in that hour, 
they were like the are., which ſprings from the 
ſtrained bow, and, quick as lightning, flies to the 
mark. & 'W (\ ; m2 if | 

I was pleaſed to find you, in the proceſs of your 
letter, infenſibly forgetting the narrative; and fo en- 
gaged ped the ſubject, that you ſpoke not as the relator, 
but as the beholder. —Thus may we always be affected, 
when we ſtudy the oracles of truth; ſtudy them, not as 
cold unconcerned critics, who are only to judge of their 
meaning, but as perſons deeply intereſted in all they 


tain 3 who are particularly ed in every ex- 


hortation, and directed by mor avis uh whoſe are 
the promifes, and to whom belong the precious privi- 
Jeges.-— When we are enabled thus to realize and ap- 
propriate the contents of that invaluable book; then 
we ſhall taſte the ſweetneſs, and feel the power of the 
ſcriptures. Then we ſhall know, by happy experience, 


that our divine MAS TER's words, are not barely 


ſonnds and ſyllables, but they are ſpirit, and they are 
tife *;" | 1 35 | 

1 was ſtill more agreeably entertained with your 
picture of commerce, and of the advantages we receive 
from navigation. One advantage, however, I can ſpe- 
cify, which is greater than any, greater than all, you 
have celebrated: an advantage, which will endear and 
ennoble navigation, ſo long as the ſun and moon en- 
dure. The goſpel, my dear friend, the glorious goſpel 
came to our iſland through this channel. The I 
that comprizes it, and the preacher that publiſhed it, 
AY * John vi. 63. 
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both were imported by ſhipping. And may we not 
ſay, with the enraptured [/a:ah?. How beautiful are the 
feet of them that bring good tidings ; that 22 peace; 
that bring good tidings of good ; that publiſh ſalvation ; 
that ſay unto Zion, Thy: GOD reigneth * { It is plea- 
fant to hear their voice; pleaſant to contemplate their 
meſſage; and pleaſant even to behold the ground on 
which they trod, or the very waves over which 
they failed. — This made the holy prophet rejoice in 
ſpirit, when he foreſaw the extenſive ſpread of his 
MASTER's glory, and the certain commencement 
of aur happineſs. This put into his mouth that affec- 
tionate and congratulatory addreſs ; which, in a very 
particular manner, is directed to us and our country- 
men : Sing unta the LORD à new ſong, and his praiſe 
from the ends of the earth : ye that ge down tothe ſea, 
and all that 1s therein ; i/les, and the inhabitants 
thereof. Let the wilderneſs and the cities thereof lift up 
their voice; let the inhabitants of the rock ſing, let them 
ſhout from the top of the mauntains. Let them give glory 


* J{. lii. 7. Never did language beſpeak an enraptured ſoul, 
mor G6gnificantly than this ſacred exclamation, The prophet 
is all wonder and all joy. He is ſo enamaured with his ſubject, 
and ſo captivated with the glory of the goſpe/, that he can ne- 
ver ſay enough of its excellencies.—Geod fidings ; the very beſt, 
that earth could receive, or heaven proclaim. Good tidings of 
good; a moſt comprehenſive good; a collection of every blel- 


fing; or all good _—_ in one. Publiſh peace; peace with 
GOD, the everlaſting Ki \ 


og ; and that fert peace of conſei- 
ence, which the whole world cannot give, Publiſh ſalvation : 
or that gift of righteouſneſs which is the meritorious cauſe, to- 
gether with that ſpirit of liberty and ſpirit of adoption, which 
are the rich and grand conſtituents of falvation. That fay un- 


to Zion, Thy © OD reigneth not fin and Satan, not luſt and 

appetite, oppreſſive tyrants and worſe than Egyptian taſk · ma · 

ſters ; but the all-wiſe and infinitely-gracious JEHOV AH; 

he, even he ſetteth up his pure, his peaceful, his fpiritual king- 

om in the believer's heart, in the Gentile nations, and in all 
nds. | 
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unto the LORD; and declare his praiſe in the iſlands &. 
We read, in Ezeliel, of the moſt magnificent fleet 
that ever ploughed the ſeas. The maſts were of ce- 
dar 4, and the benches of ivory. Fine linen, beauti- 
fed with embroidery, floated to the winds, and form- 
ed the fails. Blue and purple rigged the veſſel, and 
clothed the meaneſt mariner. — Let us ſuppoſe, that 
the freight of this ſplendid navy was proportioned, in 
value, to its ſumptuous tackling. Yet how poor, how 
deſpicable were either, were both, if eſtimated with 
the treaſures df the goſpel; thoſe divine treaſures, 
which ſpring from the imputation of our REDEEM- 
ER's righteouſneſs ! and which have much the fame 
kindly influence on religious practice, as navigation, 
with all her improvements, has ,upon traffic ! —Giye 
me leave to confirm this aſſertion, by ſelecting a few 
Inſtances, and applying them in a few interrogatories: 
One of the benefits proceeding from the imputation 

of CHRIS T's righteouſneſs, is pardon ; pardon, not 
partial, but complete; a pardon of each ſin, be it e- 

er ſo hainous ; a pardon of all ſins, be they ever ſo 
numerous. For thus faith GOD the LORD, who 
ſent both his prophets and apoſtles, preaching peace 
by FESUS CHRIST, I will pardon ALL ther ini- 
quities, whereby they have ſinned, and whereby they have 
tranſgreſſed againſ me .— To learn the deſirable na- 
ture of this blefling, let us ſtep back into the annals 
of hiſtory, and attend a'traiterous unhappy nobleman 
to his vindictive exit. His body is demanded by the 
miniſters of juſtice. Reluctant and trembling he is 
conducted to the ſcaffold. There the alarmed crimi- 
nal ſees the mourning block; ſees the glittering axe; 

ſees the coffin prepared for his corpſe ; ſees thouſands 

of anxious ſpectators, waiting, with eager looks and 
_ throbbing hearts, the fearful cataſtrophe. In a word, 


®* If, xlii. 10. 11. 12. + Ezck. xxvil. 5. &c. 
1 Jer. xxxili. 8. | 


he 
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he ſees death advancing, with all the ſolemnities of 


horror and . — Time elapſes. The preparatory cere- 
monies are diſpatched. The fatal moment is arrived. 
No longer reſpite can be allowed. He muſt ſubmit to 
immediate execution. Accordingly he proſtrates him- 
ſelf to receive the ſtroke. But ſeized with new ter- 
rors, at the poiſed axe, and approaching blow, he 
ſtarts from An 3 ſture.— Again he bends, 
and again ſnatches dal Fern the — edge, 
A third time he lifts his pale countenance, to the 
tying crouds, and departing light. Once more 1 
bows to the block, and once more raiſes his head, in 
wiſhful expettation of the royal clemency. — Had a 
meſſenger appeared, at the critical inſtant, with a 
ſhout of joy upon his tongue, and a ſealed pardon in 
his hand; O! how tranſporting the news! mexpre _y 
welcome the favour — What was denied to his 
ate delires, denied to the importunate ſolicitations of 
his friends, is freely offered to us in the goſpel of 
CHRIS Tia pardon of infinitely-higher — 
which obliterates millions and millions of rebellious 
acts; which extends its bleſſed effects, = merely 
through the little ſpan of life, but beyond th W 
the 5 — the boundaries of — 
of eternity. 

> How Cafathoaiable is that immenſe flood, on which 
my Theron lately exerciſed his contemplation : The toil- 
ing plummets, with all their length "of cordage, are 
— to find a bottom. Were t geſt millſtones, 
or — higheft towers, or the moſt ce cities, caſt 
into that they w be totally over- 
whelmed aud bre este le Therefore the in- 
ſpired prophet,” to ſhew the boundleſs extent of the di- 
vine mercies in FESUS CHRIST, and to denote the 
Fulneſs of their pardon who are cleanſed in che R E- 
DEEME R's blood, hath illuſtrated both by this 
grand ſimilitude: Thou. wilt caſt all their fins into the 
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depths of the fea * ;-—not one, or a few, but all their 
ſins ;—not barely behind thy back, but into the /ea ; 
—and not into the ſhallow parts, but in the very 
depths of the acean ;—10 that they ſhall never riſe up 
in judgment; never be taken notice of; no, nor ever 
be remembered any more. 

With an act of total indemnity, let us join a tho» 
rough re/toration to favour, —lf the wrath of an earth · 
ly king be as the roaring of @ lion | ; how much more 
tremendous is his indignation, who is able to caſt 
both body and ſoul into hell! If the favour of an earth - 
ly ſovereign be as deto vpon the graſs ; how much more 
deſirable and delightful HIS loving-kindneſs, whom 
all things in heaven and earth obey ! By the righ- 
teouſneſs of FESUS CHRIST, ve are freed from 


all foreboding apprehenſions of the former, and eſta- 


bliſhed in the comfortable poſſeſſion of the latter. The 
goſpel renews and ratiſies that joyful proclamation of 
the angelic hoſt, Peace on earth, and good-Wwall ta men I. 
GOD is not only paciſied towards believers, but well 
pleaſed with them in his dear SON. They are the 
objects of his complacential delight, and he rejoices 
over them to do them good. 
| Nay, they are made children, /in and daughters of 
the LORD . |; and if ſons, then heirs of 
G OP, and joint 
captain mentioned in the Ac, purchaſed his freedom 
of the imperial city Rome, with a great ſum of mo- 
. If ſuch a little tranſient immunity was ſo va- 
luable in his eſteem, who can expreſs the worth, who 
can conceive. the dignity, of this divine adoption ? 
Yet at to thoſe who receive the goſpel, and are 
intereſted in CHRIST. — They have acceſs to the om- 
nipotent BEING; fuch free and welcome acceſs, as a 
beloved child to an indulgent father. To him they 


may fly for aid, in every difficulty ; and from him ob- 


Mic. vii, 19. + Prov. xix. 12. 1 Luke ii. 14. 
„ 2. Cor. vi. 18. + Rom. wi: 17, + Ads xxii. 28. 
tain 
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tain a ſupply, in all their wants.—G OD, as the ſa- 
cred charter runs, is THEIR GOD. All his lovely, 
all his adorable perfections, are their glorious inheri- 
tance, and exceeding great reward. That eternal 
power, to which nothing is impoſſible, exerts itſelf as 
their guard ; and that unerring wiſdom, from which 
nothing is concealed, acts as their guide. His very ju- 
ſtice is no longer an incenſed adverſary, demandin 

vengeance or meditating deſtruction; but a faithful 
guerantee, to provide for the punctual execution of 
the REDEEMER's treaty, and their complete en- 
joyment of its various bleſſings. —What a privilege is 
this! Rather what a cluſter of privileges is here 
Weigh the kingdoms of the world; caſt all the glories 
of them into the ſcale; and they wlll be found, when 
compared with theſe divine prerogatives, emptier than 
the bubble that burſts, /zghter than the ſpark that ex- 


pires. | 
In the goſpel are given excecding great and precious 
promiſes. Of ſuch value, that they were procured by 
the blood of CHRIST of ſuch certainty, that they 
are ratified by the oath * of EH OVA H. So du- 
rable, that, though all fleſh is graſs, and all the good- 
lineſs thereof as the flower of the graſs, this word of 
our G OD abideth for ever ; ſo efficactous, that there 
are no ſuch cordials to revive; our fainting, and no 
ſuch bulwarks to ſecure our endangered fouls. With 
theſe the Bible is as richly repleniſhed, as the clear 
midnight-ſky is beſpangled with ſtars. | They are all 
and amen, conſigned over as a ſure unalienable por- 
tion, to them that are in JE SVS CHRIST}. 
Another benefit, given in conſequence of the R E- 
DEEMER's righteouſneſs, is the ſanctiſying 8 PI- 
RIT. A moſt comprehenſive bleſſing this! Our 8 A- 
VIOUR intimates, that it includes every heavenly 
gift, is an aſſemblage of all good things . How ſin- 
* Heb. vi. 17. + 1 Pet. i. 23. 
1 2 Cor. i. 20. pare Matth. vii. 11. with Luke xi. 13. 
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— a comfort muſt it be to blind Bartimeus, to have 


es opened, and behold the all-chearing light of 


the fin *| So, and far more comfortable, are the en- 
lightening influences of the bleſſed 8 PIR I T, when 
they ſhine upon the wretched creature, who ſits in 
darkneſs and the ſhadow of death. How peculiar a 
mercy for the-impure and abhorred /eper, to be heal- 
ed of his inveterate diſeaſe! to feel the ſoothing ſen- 
fations of cafe, where ſores rankled and pain raged ! 
Inſtead of enfeebling languors and loathſome defor- 
mity, vigour braces his limbs, and comelineſs blooms 
in his countenance +. benign and equally ſa- 
lubrious, i gency of the divine SPIRIT, on our 
depraved, 1 — ſenfual minds. How fignal was 
the recovery, and how welcome the change! when 
that unhappy creature, fo wildly agitated by a miſchie- 
vous daemon, was reinſtated in the peaceful poſſeſſion of 
himſelf and his faculties! when, inſtead of un 

cutting his own fleſh, or committing barbarous out- 
rages on innocent travellers, he ſat compoſed and at- 
tentive at the feet of FESU St! receiving — 
inſtructien from his lips, and learning the meekneſs of 
wiſdom from his example. 80 ſalutary and beneficial 
is the transforming power of the HOLY GHOST 
the Comforter; ſoftening the rugged, fweetening the 
moroſe, and calming the — temper.—lIt is un- 
doubtedly the utmoſt improvement, and the higheſt 


happineſs of our nature, to have the image of the 
bleſſed GOD remſtamped on our hearts. This is an 


earneſt, and an anticipation alſo, of endleſs felicity: 

a bud which will open in heaven, and ſpread into im- 
mortal glory: a dawn which will ſhine more and 
more, till the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſes, and bright- 
ens it into everlaſting day. This bud the ſanctifyin fying 


SPIRIT ingrafts, this dawn the grace of our LO R 


FESUS CHRIST diffuſes, in the barren and be- 
nighted ſoul. 


Mark x. 52 + Matth. viii. 3. f Mark v. + 


| 
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In a word, receive this righteouſneſs, and you have 
a title to all bleflings, whether they be preſent or fu- 


ture, bodily or ſpiritual, temporal or eternal. From 


the neceſſary conveniencies of bread to eat, and rai- 
ment to put on; even to the crowns of glory, and the 
fulneſs of joy ; all, all, are owing to our REDEEM- 
ER's righteouſneſs. —You ſee now, Theron, that our 
ſcheme has no tendency to impoveriſh y e 


condition, or diminiſh your true riches 


than thoſe tracts of water, which ſurround our land, 
are detrimental to the wealth of its inhabitants. De- 
trimental! No; they are an inexhauſtible ſource of 
treaſure. They convey to our uſe the choiceſt accom- 
modations, and the moſt elegant delights; ſuch as 
would in vain be expected, 15 the whole ocean was 
converted into the fineſt meads, and moſt fertile pa- 
ſtures. So- but to apply this compariſon, would fore- 
ſtal your principal queſtion. 

„Do not theſe favours, though unſpeakably pre- 
“ cious in themſelves, tend to the introduction or ſup- 
« port of ungodlineſs ? — Quite the reverſe. Have 
we redemption through our SAV IO U R's blood, even 
the forgiveneſs of our fins? We are redeemed, not 
that we may ſink in ſupineneſs, or launch into licen- 
tiouſneſs, but that we may be a peculiar people, zea- 
lous of works *,—Are we made the children of 
GOD? Then let our light ſo ſhine before men, that 
others, ſeeing our good works, may glorify our F A- 
THER Which is in N * "This is the genuine 


conſequence of ſuch a doctrine, and the proper effect 


of ſuch a benefit. Are we veſted with ſacred privi- 


 leges / Theſe admoniſh us, theſe urge us, to walk wor- 
thy of HIM, who hath called us to his kingdom and 
| glory f. Shall the citizens of heaven be animated with 


o higher views, than the flaves of appetite, and 
8 of the world? Are we conſtituted heirs of 
the promiſes * The grace which they aſcertain, is in- 

Tit. i. 14. + Match. v. 16. t x Theſf. ii. 12. 
tended 


rit, incites us to pert; 


dency to 


2532 AsPaAsSIo to THERON. Let. 10. 


tended to make us partakers of a divine nature &; and 
the encouragement which adminiſter, incztes us 
to cleanſe ourſelves from all ſilthineſs of fleſh and ſpi- 
ect holineſs in the fear of GOD 4. 


—Such high immunities are a moſt endearing perſua- 
ſive, not to diſgrace, but magnify, not to provoke, 
but pleaſe, their un -beneficent AUTHOR. 

I might farther obſerve, that holineſs is one of the 
moſt ſhed bleſſings in our ſyſtem ; nay, is 
the very central bleſſing, to which all the others verge; 
in which they all terminate.—Were we cheſen from 
eternity ?—It was for this „that we may be 
holy and unblameable in love f.—Are we called in 
time? It is to this intent, that we may ſhew forth the 
praiſes of him, who hath called us out of darkneſs in- 
to his marvellous light ||.—Are we created again in 
CHRIST FESUS? It is, to capacitate us for ac- 
ceptable ſervice, and to furniſh us unto every * 
work J. I will — my ſpirit within you, ſaith the 
LORD. For what end? That ye may walk in my /ta- 
futes, and keep my judgments, and do them +. Here 
comes in my Theron's favounte endowment, fincere 
obedience. Far, very far from diſcarding fncere obe- 
dience, we would only introduce it, under its duc 


character, and in its proper order. Under its due cha- 


rater ; as the fruit, not the cauſe, of our intereſt in 
CHRIST's righteouſneſs. In its due order; as fol- 
lowing, not preceding, the gift of juſtification. 
Theſe privileges, my dear friend, are falutary, as 
the pool of Betheſda +. They are reſtorative, as the 


waters of Silaam ++ : or like that facred ſtream flowing 
from the ſanctuary; which healed the rivers, healecl 


the ſea, and made even the deſert flouriſh . If juſti- 
fication oP. righteouſneſs of CHRIST had a ten- 
ert the foundation of holineſs, to con- 


* 2 Pet. i. 4. +2 Cor. vii. 1. f Eph. i. 4. 11 Per. li. 9. 
+ Eph. ii. 10. + Ezek. xxxvi. 27. — John 5. 4. 
++ John ix. 7. = Ezck. xlvii. 8.9. | 


firm 
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firm the hypocritical profeſſor in his neglect of moral 
duties, or diſcourage the ſincere convert from the 
purſuit of real virtue; it would, doubtleſs, be un- 
worthy of any acceptation, or rather worthy of uni- 
verſal abhorrence. But I dare appeal, not only to the 
nature of the doctrine, and the reaſon of things, but to 
the experience of all; - yes, of all who have taſted, that 
the LORD is gracious x. * Speak, ye who are enabled 
„to believe, that GOD is reconciled ; has received 
© the ren? fo. atonement ; and placed his 8S ON's 
<« righteouſneſs to your account! that he regards you 
as his children, and will receive you to his glory! 
„Have you not, under fuch convictions, felt your 
hearts exulting with | conſcious joy; and every 
« power of your ſouls ſpringing forward, to glority 
« your heavenly FA THE R,—glorify him by every 
«© mſtance of obedience, fidelity, and zeal? ? 
Can ſuch invaluable benefits have a prejudicial in- 
fluence on our practice, if, to the conſideration. of 
their ſuperlative worth, we add that unegualied price, 
by which they were purchaſed ?—HE who is high a- 
bove all height, humbled himſelf to be made of a wo- 
man, and born in a ſtable; that we might be admit- 
ted into the family of GOD, and exalted to the man- 
ſions of heaven. And will this great humiliation, 
which is the baſis of our happineſs, prompt us to look 
down with contempt on others, or entertain arrogant 
thoughts of ourſelves? * 
The ONLY BEGO TTEN and the ſupreme 
delight of the FATHER, was numbered with trant- 
eſlors, and ranked with felons ; that we might be 
oined to the innumerable company of angels, and af- 
ſociated with ſaints in glory everlaſting. And will 
any one make this a precedent: or a plea, for walking 
in the counſel of the ungodly ; for ſtanding in the way of 
innert; or fitting in the ſeat of the ſcornſul + * 
All manner of evil was ſpoken of the faultleſs J E- 
* 1 Pet, ii. 3. + Pal. i. 1. 
SUS; 
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$US ; his bleſſed name was vilified by blaſpheming 


tongues, and his unblameable conduct blackened with 
the fouleſt aſperſions; on purpoſe that we may be ap- 
plauded, when we are judged ; and each hear thoſe 
tranſporting words, WELL DONE THOU GOOD AND 
FAITHFUL SERVANT *! Will this embolden us to 
diſbonour our LORD, and ſtain our holy ion? 
Shall we from hence be induced to open the mouths 
— — — furniſh them with occaſion to 

reproac ins : Man ' | 

HE went, galled with 
and penetrated with the pungent thorns ; he went, 
loaded with the execrable croſs, and marking the way 
with his precious blood; thus he went to his ignomi- 
nious and tormenting exit; that we may enter into 
Zion with ſongs of triumph on our lips, and with e- 
verlaſting joy on our heads. Does this invite us to 
go, crowned with roſe-buds, to the [houſe of riot; or 
go, muffled in diſguiſe, to the midnight-reve/? Will it 
not rather-incline us, to fit down at his pierced feet, 
and bathe them with our tears, and take delight + in 
mourning for our crucified LORD? _ 

Behold ! he hangs on the curſed tree. There, there 
he hangs; rent with wounds, and racked with pain. 
He pours his groans, and ſpills his blood. He bows 
his head, his patient princely head, and dies—aſto- 
niſhing, raviſhing conſideration ! he dies for you and 
me. And will this harden our hearts, or arm our 
hands, to crucify him afreſh by any allowed iniquity ? 


f * Match. | » ME | „ 
+. The ſorrow, ariſing from ſuch tender and grateful views 
of the crucified FESUS, is that evangelical godly ſorrow, 


which worketh repentance unto ſalvation not to be repented of, 
2 Cor. vii. 10. And is there not reaſon, —when' we conſider 


the pains he felt, the curfe he bore, and the blood he ſhed, 
> there not abundant reaſon to fay, with Homer's afflicted 
? | | ith 


Does 


the laſhes of the ſcourge, | 
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Does not reaſon ſuggeſt, and Chriſtianity dictate, and 
all that is ingenuous enforce, the apoſtle's important 
inference?” ¶ one died for all, then they whith live, fbould 
not henceforth live unta themſelves, but unto bim which 
died for them*, _ abi 1 
Hle thought upon us, long before the foundations of 
the world were laid; he remembers us, now he is ex- 
alted to the right hand of the MAJESTY in the hea- 
vens; and will never, never forget us, through all 
the revolations of eternity, And is this a motive to 
forget his name ; to diſregard his word; or to imitate 
the ſhameful neutrality and indifference of Gallio? 
Impreſſed with a ſenſe of this inyariable and everlaſt- 
ing kindneſs,” ſurely, we ſhall declare ourſelves, as 
thoſe captives in Babylon, concerning their dear native 
city Jeruſalem; If I forget thee; O bleſſed FESUS, 
let my right hand forget her cunning ; I do nut remem- 
ber thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my muuth +. 
| — —— - — Remember ther! 

Ay, my dear LORD, while men'ry holds a ſeat 

In this devoted breaſt—Remember thee / 

Yes, from the table of my memory Wy 

PI wipe away all trivial fond records, 

Which youth and obſervation copied there, 

And thy remembrance all alone ſhall live 

Within the book and volume of my brain J. 

Is it poflible, Theron. for the contemplation of ſuch 
| neſs, to weaken the motives, or relax the ſprings 
of obedience? As ſoon may lenient balms kill, and 
rankeſt poiſons, cure.—lIs ſuch à belief calculated to 
diſcourage duty, and patronize licentiouſneſs ? Juſt as 
much as vernal ſhowers are fitted to cleave the earth 
with chinks, or ſummer. ſuns to glaze the waters with 
ice. — When Anthony made an oration to the ſoldiers, 
on occaſion of Cæſar's death; when he ſhewed them 
their honoured maſter's robe, transſixed with ſo many 

* 2 Cor. v. 15. 16. Wi: | 
+ Pſal. cxxxvii. 5. 6. f SUHAKESPEAR, 
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daggers; when he reminded them of the victories 
they had won, under their aſſaſſinated commander; 
when he farther informed them, that their murdered 
general had remembered them in his will, had be · 
queathed all his fine gardens, and beautiful walks to 
their uſe and delight; —heavens! how they took fire ! 
Revenge ſparkled in their eyes; Revenge flamed in their 
boſoms; Revenge was all their cry. flew to the 
houſes of the conſpirators; laid them even with the 
ground; and had they met the owners, would have 
tore them limb from limb.—Some ſuch reſentment 
againſt fin, will a ſenſe of our adored REDEEMER's 
ſufferings excite; eſpecially when ſet home by his bleſ- 
ſed SPIRIT, and conſidered in connection with 
thoſe deteſtable iniquities which cauſed them, and 
with thoſe invaluable bleſſings which were procured by 
them.—Nothing, nothing is ſo effectual, to beget the 
moſt irreconcilable abborrence of all ungodlineſs, to make 
the remembrance of it bitter as wormwood, the temp- 
tations to it horrible as hell. * 


Let me remind you of an incident, related by your 
favourite hiſtorian Xenophon.—Cyrus had taken captive 
the young prince of Armenia, together with his beau- 
tiful and blooming princeſs; whom he had lately mar- 
ried, and of whom he was paſſionately fond. When 
both were brought to the tribunal, Cyrus aſked the 
prince, what he would give to be reinſtated in his 
kingdom ?—He anfwered, with an air of indifference, 
« 71 at, as for his crown, and hi own liberty, he va- 
« Jued them at a very low rate. But if Ou would 
6 reſtore his beloved princeſs to her native dignity 
and hereditary poſſeſſions, he ſhould infinitely re- 
« joice ; and would pay (this he uttered with tender- 
« neſs and: ardour) would willingly pay his liſe for the 
« purchaſe.” —Could ſuch a declaration, ſo highly en- 
dearing, alienate the affections of the princeſs, or in- 
duce her to violate her fidelity ? Let her own conduct 
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aniwer the query. When all the priſoners were diſ- 
miſſed with freedom, it is impoſſible to expreſs how 
they were charmed with their royal benefactor. Some 
celebrated his martial accompliſhments. Some ap- 
plauded his ſocial virtues. All were —— of 
their praiſes, and laviſh in grateful, acknow] ents. 
And Fou, ſaid the prince, (addreſſiag himſelf to his 
bride), what think you of Cyrus *—l did not obſerve 
him, - replied the — —Not obſerve him! Upon 
what then was your attention fixed ?—Upon that dear 
and generous man, who declared; © he —— purchaſe 
my liberty, at the expence of his very life * 
Was her heart impreſſed, were all her thoughts in- 
groſſed, by that benevolent Her! And ſhall ours be 
leſs affected with the inco ahly more tender and 
endearing love of CHRIST I -le 5 not only will- 
ing, but actually laid down his ; life, for us ; a life im- 
menſely precious, and of higher dignity than all hea- 
vens. - He laid down his life, not for. amiable per- 
ſons, © or worthy creature3, but for vile earth, and 
miſerable ſinners ;—purchaſing thereby for us and our 
children, privileges of ineitimable worth, and of ever- 
laſting duration. | 
Will not ſuch beneficence, ſo 3 ſo un- 
equalled, win + the molt Oni and melt the moſt 
-- . obdurate 
2 are r ort en. antes rauher. Xxxor n. 
de Cyri Inſtit. lib III. 
+ Beneficia, ſays one of the ancients, qui invenit,. compe det 
invenit. Which fine ſeatiment may almoſt ſerve as a comment 
on the beautiful and tender declaration of GOD by his pro- 
phet Hoſer ; I dre them to obedience with cords of a men, with 
bands of love; chap. xi. 4. HE who made, and intimately 
knows our frame, knew that theſe motives would be moſt 
werful in ion; moſt powerful an creatures. capable of 
ove, and ſuſceptible of gratitude. Therefore he calls them, 
the cords of a man. And if a deliverance from temporal bon- 
dage, if the ſettlement of Iſrael in all the, plenty of Cangan, 
conſtituted ſo ſweet, an incit ment to duty; doubtleſs, the e- 


verlaſting benefits mentioned by Moaſio, together with all che 


8 circumſtances of their procurement muſt be abun- 
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obdurate heart? The heart, which is not wrought up- 
on by this miracle of divine compaſſion, muſt be ſteel, 
muſt be adamant ; quite impenetrable, and abſolutely 
incorrigible. —< O thou ever bleſſed, thou all- gra- 
« cious REDEEMER, thy love to us is wonderful ; 
“ fpaſſing, I will not ſay, the love of 'women *, but the 
*© power of language, and the reach of thought! Who 
can hold out againſt ſuch charming attractives ? 
Cho can reſiſt ſuch heavenly goodneſs : Only let a 
« ſenſeof thy love be always warm, always operative on 
« our minds. This ſhall be inſtead of a thouſand ar- 
« cuments ta engage, inſtead of ten thouſand motives 
cc to quicken our obedience.” —Other- motives may 

roduce ſome external ſervices, or hypocritical per- 
— Terrors may extort the drudgery of the 
hand. Bribes may purchaſe the adulation of the 
tongue. But this conciliates the will; this proſelytes the 
affections ; this captivates the very ſoul; and makes all 
its powers lite the charts of Amminadib 4, ready, ex- 

ite, and active in duty, 

Hear the holy apoſtle, giving an account of himſelf 
and his ſpiritual ſtate. He ſpeaks in language ſome- 
what ſimilar, though greatly ſuperior, to the profeſ- 
fion of the Armenian princeſs. —* So great is the glory, 
“ ſo rich is the grace, ſo ſuperabundant are the merits 
« of my REDEEMER, that I am determined to know 
* nothing but CHRIST FESUS and himcrutified . 
Ak the fame zealous apoſtle, What prompted him 
to ſuch indefatigable diligence, and animated him with 
ſuch invincible fortitude? Why did he decline no tail, 
and dread no danger; rejoice in tribulation, and glory 


dantly more engaging.— May the SPIRIT from on high 
rend the veil of ignorance and inſenſibility ! let into our hearts 
the knowledge and faith of theſe great evangelical truths! We 
ſhall then want no farther demonſtration, either of the pro- 
priety of the remark, or the efficacy of the principles. 
* 2 Sam. i. 26, + Cant. vi. 12. t 1 Cor. il. 2. 
That fupreme affection to the bleſſed JE SUS, which 
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This is his reply ; © The love f CH R IST conftraineth * 
*« me; beareth me on, with much the ſame ſtrong, 
* ſteady, prevailing influence, which winds and tide 
e exert; when they waft the veſlel to its deſtined 
% harbour.” r 

Shall we hear what another diſciple, one of the 
moſt advanced proſicients in divine love, ſays upon 
the ſubject? one, ho learned his knowledge, not in 
. the ſchool of philoſophy, but on his SAVIOUR's bo- 
ſom ? This is the leve of GOD, that g walk after his 
commandments f. "This is the natural fruit, this the 
certain evidence, of love to that glorious, tranſcen- 
dent, and adorable BEING. Whit? Not that we 
ſupinely neglect, much leſs that we profanely violate, 
his ſacred precepts z bat that, with aſſiduity and de- 
light, we make them the rule of our cogdut.—Char:- 


reigned. in the hearts of his primitive diſciples, could never 
have been ſo emphatically diſplayed by any ſtrokes of eloquence, 
as by their own chearful and heroic manner of expreſſing 
themſelves, with relation to thelr ſufferiags. Far from regret- 
ting, / take pleaſure (lays the apoſtle) in afliftions ; and embrace 
them, when occurring in my divine M ASTER's ſervice, with 
a real ge bete. 2 Cor. xii. 10,—To you, adds the 
ſame apoſtle, and ſpeaks in a congratulatory ſtrain, it is given 
(eee) as a deſirable privilege, to /affer-tor the adorable F E. 
SUS, Philip. i. 29.—St Lake, recording'the abuſive and cruel 
outrages, committed ou two diſciples, for preaching -boldly in 
the name of CHRIS T, uſes a phraſe remarkably gallant and 
ſpirited ; They departed from the council rejoicing, ¹ bea, 
«)pcxwtn2 that they were counted worthy to ſuffer ſbame ; had 
the honour of being vilified and reproached, in ſo venerable and 
glorious a cauſe.— This paflage is a fine exemplification\of the 
gure, which rhetoricians ſtyle Oæymerum. And Horare s 
Dulce periculum— Splendide mendax Quo beatus vulaer ſeem 
flat and jejune upon the compariſon, Ach v. 41. 

Could you ſtation a coward in the midſt of a numerous 
army advancing to the battle; or rather, could you place a 
doat on the impetuous cataracts of the Nile ; you would /ce 
what is meant by the ſignificant word, π]]]̃. 2 Cor. v. 14. 

N + 2 John ver. 6. 
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„/ ediffeth *. | this divine love, far from razing the 
foundations, far from demoliſhing the ſtructure, buitd- 
* 2 1 + the fair fabric of univerſal ineſs. 
| Let me borrow an illuſtration from your own let- 
K* When a pebble is caſt into the ſmooth canal, it 
| © movesThe centre, and forms a circle. The firſt creates 
a ſecond; the ſecond breaks into a third; they con- 
b tine to multiply and expand themſelves, till the whole 
ſurface is covered with circular undulations. Thus, 
+ the love of an all-gracious REDEEMER f,* when 
bed abroad in the foul by the HOLY GHOST |, 
will an we itſelf through oy oro — 


— cn vni. 7. | + Onan, 
2 I cannot but think, the reaſoning is much more juſt, 
| and the principle much more efficacious, in Aſpaſio $ man- 
ner of lating the affair, than in the following famous lines: 


Selſelaue but ſerves the. virtuous mind to wake, 
As the ſmall pebble flirs the peaceful lake : 
The centre mov'd, a circle rait ſucceeds, - 

; Another ſiill, and flill anat her ſpreads. 
Friend, parent, neighbsur, fin it will embrace, 
His country next, and next all human race 
ide and more wide th. o erflowings 27 the mind 

\ Take every creature in of every kind. 


a Seif love too often acts on the affections, as a blaſt on the 
leaves, Hriveli and contracis them. But the love of CHRIST, 
like a vernal ſan on the tender buds, opens and expand them; 
til chey become wide, as the extent of his gracious redemption ; 
wide, as the compaſs of his rational creation.—By, ſelf-love [ 
am almoſt* neceflarily determined to malign the perſons, who 
croſs my. inclingtions, and. obſtruct my intereſts. From the love 
of CHR ISN, have a cogent reafon, and a moſt g 
indutement to love my very enemies Ho does St Peter ana- 
-  Iyze this Geert ? not in Mr Pope's,*not in Lord Bolingbroke's 
method. Godlineſs, or a ſupreme love to the gracious G O.D, 
he repreſents as the root or run: then brotherly. kindneſs, or 
an affectionate regard to relations, friends, neighhours, as ſome. 
of the grand and maſtes branches 5 after this charity, or a dif- 
fafive gond avill to all hankind, as the ſpread of boughu, which | 
complete and adorn.the-tree, 2 Petxi. 7. I Kom. v. 5. i 
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and extend to, every ſpecies of duty.“ Till the whole 
heart is filled with the i image, and 1 Whole behavi- 
our regulated by the law ot the bleſſed G O D.—So 
that Tam perſuaded, there is a great deal of truth and 
ſolidity, as every one muſt acknowledge, there is a 
peculiar ſpirit aud er, in che e of our 
8 N21 

Tull they of AE Fo Ilan 3 * 7 | 
Thon Maker of new morals to mankind, - +1 
The. grand morality is love of THEE *. = 


You! mentioned the taadſtone, as molt liga and | 


moſt extenſively ſerviceable i in the ſeafaring els. 
Such is faith,” Tooikeacions, in practical Chritiauity: — 
This, perhaps, you think a ſcanty and detective prin- 
ciple. The property of ſhewing- the northern part of 
the world, may ſeem equally mean and inconſiclerable. 
But as the one is the very ſoul of navigation, the o- 
ther is the very life of holineſs. lt is ſomewhat like the 
ſtone, which, the Babylonian monarch ſaw in his dream, 
cut-from the rock without hand: Which, though deſpi- 
cable to human appearance, was mighty! in operation, 
deſtroyed the ſuperb ſtatue; became a great mountain, 
and filled the whole earth. Thus will faith exert and 
diffuſe its kindly yet triumphant energy, to every 
corruption, that it may be ſubdued ; to every mne, | 
chat it may be cheriſhed, , 27 3. 0999 90 | 

Faith is a real perſuaſion, that the bleſſed FES U 8 
has ſhed his blood for me, and fulſilled all righteoui- 
neſs in my ſtead ; that, through this great atonement 
and meritorious obedience, he has purchaſed, even or” 
my ſinful foul, reconciliation with G O D, ſanctifying 
grace, and every ſpiritual bleſling:t. A Whats 5 

* Night- Thought, Ne IV. f Dan. f. 34. 
+ This definition 6f faith may 'poMbly, at the AE: des, diſ- 


ſxcisfy and alarm even ſome pious people; including, as — 
apprehend, too great a degree of aſurdnce.- But it they pleaſe - 


to take it in _conneGign with the exaplanation and adjuſtment, 


delivered in the Fxfrenth Dialogue, I hope, all caule of diſap- 
ä probation 


. 
8 
- 
—— — — — 
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When the ALMIGHTY ſunk the cavities of the 
ocean, and replenithed them with the liquid element, 
he provided an inexhauſtible ſource of moiſture, for 
the refreſhment of every animal, and the nutriment 
of every vegetable. In like manner, where-ever he 
works this true faith, he plants the ſeed of wniver/al 
norm and provides for the propagation of every 

This perſuaſion af the divine good-will over- 
CR our natural reluctance, and excites a fervent 
deſire to pleaſe our moſt merciful FATHER. This 
experience of the abundant grace of CHRIST, at- 
and aſſimilates the ſoul; turning it into his imiable 
neſs, © as the wax ” turned to the imprinted ſeal.” 
— What will be the language of ſuch a perſon ?” 

«© Pid my exalted AS TER empty himſelf and 
te become poor, that his moſt unworthy ſervant might 
6 be filled with all the fulneſs of GOD *? And hall 
not Ichearfully deny myſelf the expenſive pleaſures 
4 of the world, thet Leney have ſomewhat to beſtow 
6c. on his needy children ?— Has the death of CHRIST, 
« 28 2 1 ſatisfied. the moſt rigorous juſtice 
«+ for my fins 28 a price, has it redeemed me from 
4 every evil; and, as a ſacrifice, made my peace with 
<:G OD woſt high? And ſhall I not, by: theſe mer- 
< cies of my dying LORD, be induced to 8 all 
the members X my body, and all the faculties of 
<« my ſoul, as 2 living ſacri ce to his honour? to be 
< employed in his fervice, and reſigned to his will? 
<- Dol] believe, Le SAVIQUR has not on- 

4 ly reſcued me from but eſtabliſhed my title to 
, all the bigſingt included in the promiſes, and all the 
<« felicity hid up in heaven? And can I neglect to ſeek 


probation Arpt will vanith. I gamer wall tha therſen- 
timent will be found, not only comfortable for the ſinner, but 
Te; — pan ; Wen unexceptionadie, as well as Mar 


in ö + Rom, xi. 1. 
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<« thole invaluable bleſſings, or forbear to aſpire after 
e this immenſe felicity ? Can I be ſo ungreteful as to 
* affront, fo inſenſible as to forget, the infinitely-bene- 
* ficent AUTHOR of both? Am I perſuaded, that 
the PRINCE of peace is entered into glory as 
« my forerunner *, and has prepared manſions of bliſs 
« for my final reception? And fhall I not follow 
« him thither in my hopes and my affections ? be as 
« a pilgnm below, and have my converſation above? 
«© —Is not this a moſt ſweet and effectual method of 
“gaining my heart, and if my heart, then all my 
„ powers, to his blefſed ſelf ?” 
Such, my dear Theron, will be the efeds of faith. 
Therefore it is not in vain, much leſs to the diſcou- 
ragement of real virtue, that the ſcripture lays ſuch a 
ſtreſs upon faith; ſo frequently urges the importance 
and neceſſity of faith; repreſents faith, as the princi- 
pal work of the divine SPIRIT, and the great in- 
ſtrument of receiving falyation : Becauſe it is a ſure, 
a ſovereign means of purifying the heart 4, and never 
fails to work by love 1. — Was faith, as ſome people are 
apt to imagine, like a candle put under a buſhel, or 
ke the lamps which burn in ſepulchres ; it would 
then be an infignificant labour to inculcate it, and no 
better than an empty flouriſh of words to celebrate it. 
But nothing is more certain, than that faith is a vita/, 
an operative, a victaribus principle. | 
CHRIST is a ſtore-houſe of all good, Whatever 
is neceſſary to remove our guilt, whatever is expe- 
dient, far renewing our nature, whatever is proper 
to fit us for the eternal fruition of GO D, all this is 
laid up in CHRIST. And all this is received by faith, 
for application, uſe, and enjoyment.—Accordingly, 
rh pers BELIEVED, he commenced a new 
man ; his bowels yearned with compaſſion ; the rapa- 
cious publican became a friend to the needy, and a fa- 
ther to the poor ||. -When the Macedonians BELIEVED, 
„ Heb. vi. 20. f Acts xv. 9. f Gal. v. 6. | Luke xis. 8, 
| R 4 | how 
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how eminently was their ſpirit ennobled, and their 
practice improved! Though preſſed with aMictions, 
their ſouls overflowed with joy; and even in the deep- 
eſt poverty, they ſignalized themſelves by the abun- 
dance of their liberality *.— When the yt converts n E- 
LIEYED, the change in their behaviour was ſo remark- 
able, the holineſs of their lives ſo exemplary, that 
they won the favour, and commanded the reſpect, of 
all the people f.—In ſhort, it is as impoſſible for the 
ſun to be in his meridian ſphere, and not to diffipare 
darkneſs, or diffuſe 7 as for faith to exiſt in the 
ſoul, and not exalt the temper, and meliorate the 
conduct ,—That my dear Theron may be eftabhiſhed i in 
faith, may increaſe in faith, may abound in faith, is the 
moſt affectionate wiſh that thought can ſuggeſt, or 
friendſhip adopt, May his faith therefore be el bliſh- 
ed like the mountain-oaks, increaſe like the progreſ- 
tive ſtream, till it ſpreads and abounds like the over- 
flowing flood ! 
I intended to have cloſed my letter, ill confirm- 
ed my point, by a very memorable ſtory. But how- 
ever . 5 N 2 perſevere, my time fails, pag 
my han e next poſt, f rey, rap 
n nes, mall brin OE de the ſequel y it, 
when brought to my friend, be as a nail faſtened in a 
ſure , and dh; e rivet of conviction to all theſe 


2 Gor. vi. 2. Hero is, eſpecially in the orighal, as fine 
an antitheſis, perhaps, as ever was ed. Since my laſt 
notes were ſo copious, I ſhall forego TI leafure of — 
larizing the beauties of this clauſe. 1 Mare it to the lover of 
ſacred literature, to admire. the apoſtle's expreſſion, to be 
charmed with the 8 ry the Macedonian believers,. and to 
derive cdification from bo 

| t "Ads, ü. 47. 


t Theſe images we may venture to ſtyle beautiful, becauſe 
they are borrowed from the apoſtle; tee i» 77 e. Col. it, 
7. Tpmory Thy uur. TR: j. 25. N 2 Theſſ. i. 3. 

. . important 
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important truths In the mean time, or rather at all 
times, I remain | 
| Cordially and invariably yours, 
AsraS10. 


o οοοοοοοοοοοοοοοοοοοο 
LE ECT TFN N. 
A 41 W Tak Ran 


Dear TE RON, 

AITH in the imputed righteouſneſs of JESU. 8 
CHRIST is a fundamental principle, in that 
invaluable ſyſtem of ſacred and divine phulolophy,— 
THE GOSPEL : by which the heavenly TEACHER 
is continually training up millions of —.— and im- 
mortal creatures, for the true perfection of their na- 
ture; for the final fruition of their GOD ; or, in o- 
ther words, for a ſtate of conſummate happineſs and 
everlaſting exaltation.— In this ſchool, may you and 1 
be humble /udents, and daily proficients . / While others 
are ambitious of glittering diſtinctions, and ſounding 
titles, may it be our — aim, our greateſt glory, 
to anſwer the character—o0f BELIEVERS! By this 
character, the ſupreme L ORD diſtinguiſhes his cho- 
ſen people, and denominates the heirs of ſalvation.— 
This character ſtands faireſt in the book of life, and 
brighteſt in the annals of eternity. This character, 
however neglected or diſeſteemed among men, will be 
remembered and had in honour, when the pompous 
names of ſtateſman and generali//tmo are known no more. 

As faith is of ſuch ſingular and extenſive efficacy in 
genuine Chriſtianity, methinks, I would have all our 
meditations terminate on its glorious object, and be 
calculated to invigorate ſo beneficial a principle. Mhen 


we reflect on that ſtupendous act, the creation of che 
world 
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world- ont of nothing; let us remember, it was HIS 
act, who obtained eternal redemption for us, When we 
contemplate that immenſe theatre of wonders, the 
heavens and their ſhining hoſts; let us not forget, that 
they are all HIS works, who brought in everlaſting 
righteouſneſs for us. Do we turn our thoughts to the 
ocean, that ſpacious and magnificent canal, which co- 
vers more than half the globe? It was formed by 


HIS word, and is obedient to HIS will, who loved 


us, and waſhed us from our fins in his 6wn blood. Do 
we take a view of the earth, that grand and inex- 
hauſtible magazine, which furniſhes ſuch a multipli- 
city of convemiencies for ſo many millions of crea- 
tures? It is all HFS property, and wholly at HS 
diſpoſal, who emptied “ bimpelf for our ſake, and bad 
not where to lay his head. — For thus ſaith the inſpired 
philoſopher, thus ſaith the oracle of revelation, A// 
things were made BY him, and ro him +. 

The great CREATOR has enriched this habitable 
globe with a profuſion of good. He has adorned it 
with a variety, an order, and a beauty, which are 
perfectly charming. He has exnob/ed it with a dignity, 
2 ſublunity, and a grandeur, which are at once de- 
lightful and aſtoniſhing. In all this, reaſon cannot 
but difcern a clear manifeſtation of power, a bright 
diſplay of wiſdom, and a rich demonſtration of de 
nignity.— But will the CREATOR himſelf vouch- 
fate to be made fleſh, on purpoſe that he may hey and 
die for his guilty creatures? This is what neither the 
utmoſt penetration of men, nor the very ſuperior in- 
telligence of angels, could ever have demonſtrated, 
diſcovered, or conceived. This exceeds whatever the 
elements have produced, whatever the fun has beheld, 
as much as the extent and magnificence of the plane- 
tary fyſtem exceed the dimenſions and the furniture of 
a ſhepherd's hut.—To reveal this, is the bleſſed pecu- 


larity of the goſpel. To know and believe this, is 


Bu a Phil, i, 7 + Col. i. 16. 
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the diſtinguiſhin ive of a Chriſtian. To aps 
ply this, to dwell upon this, to connect this with all our 
ebſervations of the univerſe, ſhould be our favourite 
and habitual employ. This will improve wonder in- 
to devotion, and raiſe the entertainments of ſcience * 
into the joy of ſalvation. This will render every 
philoſophical ſpeculation a ſtrengthener of our faith; 
and make the various ſcenes of nature, a guide to 
grace, and a ſtep to glory.—When this is done, then 
all things attain their proper end; and as they are by 
CHRIST, ſo they are for CHRIST. 

But I forget myſelf, my buſineſs, and my promiſe. 
am to eſtabliſh the point by inconteſtable fact, not 
to embellith it by looſe harangue. With pleaſure I 
addreſs myſelf to diſcharge the obligation; and ex- 
emplity, in a very memorable inſtance, the potuer of 
faith on religious practice. From whence ſhall I fetch 
my exempliſication? From the memoirs of the inde- 
— apoſtle of the Gentiles? Here I find one, 
moſt conciſely, and at the ſame time moſt forcibly 
diſplayed. 

After theſe things were ended, ſays the ſacred hiſto- 
Tian, Paul purpoſed in the ſpirit, when be had paſſed 
through Macedonia and Achata, ta go ta Feruſalem, 2 
. After I have been therg, I muſt alſo ſee Rome *. — Who 
can obſerve, and not admire, this plain unambitions 
manner of relating a ſeries of labours, the moſt ſig- 
rally ſucceſsful, and moſt- extenſively uſeful? No- 
thing in human conduct ever ſurpaſſed the greatneſs of 
the one, and perhaps nothing in hiſtorical compoſition 
ever equalled the /implicity of the other, | 

St Paul had already reduced ele and Aa to the 
obedience of CHRIST. He had already brought 
Macedonia and Achaia into ſubjeGion to the goſpel. 
He had lon _—— the ftandard, and ſpread the 
triumphs of Chriſtianity, in the regions of Arabia. 
Yet, as if he had hitherto achieved nothing, he bends 

Ace x. 27. n 
hs 
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his forces towards Feruſalern.- Then he marks out 
Rome for the ſeat of his ſpiritual Warfare. After - this 
he forms the ſame beneficent deſign pon Spain: in- 
cluding, in his comprebenſive plan, the metropolis 
ind the boundaries * of the known world. The uni- 
verſe is but juſt large enough, tu be the ſcene, of his 
action; he never diſcontinues the charitable campuign; 
but with the lait breath of his life; and be {peaks ot 
this unintermitted courſe, of arduous and dangerous 
ſervices, as if he was only going to make fome triend- . 
ly vit, or join in à party ot innocent pleaſure; After 
{ have been at Jertzſalem, I muſt; alſo fee Rome f. 14.0 
4 K 11 | 22 . . + VV J. 

* Spain was then ſuppoſed” to be the boundary of the weſtern, 

as the Ganges was reckoncd the extremity;ot the eofiern world. 
Omnibus in terris gue ſunt a Gadibus ujque 
Aureram et Gange. Juv. Sat, X. 

+ Jam quite charmed. I muſt confeſs, with this very /imple, | 
but incomparably-gallant manner of the apoſtle's ſpeaking. Far 
beyond all the pomp of panegyric, it diſplays the hero. 

When a handful of Spartans undertook to defend the paſs 
of Thermopyle-aganſt the hole army of Perſia; ſo prodigious, 
it was reported, were the mulditudes of the Perun, that 
the very flight of their arrows would iutercept the 4hi- 
ning of the fan, Then, ſaid: Dieneces one of the artan lcad- 
ers, we ſball have the advantage .of fighting ip. the  ſhade.— _ 
Juſt before the battle of Agincourt, neus was brought to King 
Henry's camp, that the French were exccedingly numerous, and 
would take the ficld with more than fix times the number of 
the Engliſh troops. To which the brave Captain Gam im- 
mediately replied, I it jo? Then there are enoiigh to be ut in 
pieces, enqugh to be taken” priſoners, and encugh to run away. 
—A commanding officer, I think, among the royaliſts, be- 
ing bekeged by the parliamentary forces, was ſummoncd. to ſur- 
render the caſtle, The ſunmons he. rejrcted, and treated, 
with contempt. Upon this, the enemy chreatened, that, it 
he perſiſted in his reſolution, the walls ſhguld, without far 
ther delay, be battercd to the ground. h if they are ? * 
was his anſrer. / am not obliged fo rehuild them, 

Such calm and undaunred Tatigts, arz dt circumſtances 
of the moſt imminent danger urgut in vncommoen fortitude 
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Which of your 4/e4anders, which of your Cæſare, 
which of all the heroes renowned-in-Grecizn-or Roman 
| ſtory, can vie with the-zcal and magnanimity of, this 
poor, deſpiſed tent - maker? . fo pot, that he was con- 
ſtrained to work with his on hands, for a morſel of 
bread; ſo zeſprjed,' that he was frequently treated as 
the offscouring of all things. Notwithitanding. all 
theſe diſcouragements, what, did he not attempt, what 
did he not accompliſh; for. the honour of his M A- 
ST ER, and the good of bis fellow-ereatures ?—He 


embarks in a ſhallop; he has neither ſhield nor ſpear; 


yet he purpoſes tu command the ocean, and conquer 
the globe. What greatneſt uf ſoul was here! he ex- 
pects & nothing but poverty, contempt, and death; 

yet his heart · i big with the hope of enriching, en- 


nobling, and ſaving! ages: and generations. What be- 


nevolence of temper Was this! — Should you inquire 
concerning this illuſtrious champion of the croſs, Who 
were his potent auxiliaries? None but the divine 
SPIRIT. Iba were his mighty weapons? No- 
thing but the word of truth and grace M hence pro- 
ceeded. his intrepid, his enterpriaing, his all· conquer- 
ing reſolution? 825 from. faiths” A lively: faith in 
| This, I think; is a ſuldcient ngen 80 of my 
doctrine.Nevertheleſs I have another inſtance to pro- 
duce; one that was exhihited in an age, when the 
glorious 1 of our _ ſhone WI dim luſtre 


| wy pci of e Bur, if we * * the nature of 
the apoſtle's e enterprine; that it was nothing kf than an o- 
pen attack on che empire of gutan; 4 declared war againſt 
the whole "idglatrous world ;- all which was to be — . 
with perſccution and impriſonment, wm to end in m 
dom and death I we eohſiler this, I believe, nothing m 
appear, at once ſb humble and ſo exalted, ſo modeſt yet 
ſo magnanimous, as the turn and air of bis expreflion; After 
94 have been of Ferufalert,”1 muſt ao 1225 Rowe: b 06G 

— i n A ap 319 a 
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- and with diſtant beams; yet it may juſtly be admired, 
and will hardly be ectipſed, by the molt enlightened 
among the Chriſtian ſaints.— To keep you no longer 
in ſuſpenſe, the cafe, I mean, is that which A re- 
cords, and the apoſtle celebrates. BY FAI Tx Abra 
ham, oben he was tried, offered up Iſaac; and he that had 
| reetived the promiſes, offered up his only begetten fon * .— 

& this is ſo r an example” of the efficacious 
and triumphant operation of faith; unequalled in any 
nation of the world, or under any diſpenſation of re- 
gion; you will give me leavr to dwell a little on 

ſome of its marvellous circumitancrs. | 


43riabom was un eminent and diſtinguiſhed ſervant 
of the moſt high G O D; favoured with peculiar ma- 
- nifeſtations of the divine will, and dignified with the 
| honourable title of his MAK ER's friend +. Yet 
even this man is haraffed with a long ſucceſſion of 
_ troubles; and, which was reckaned in thoſe ages the 
moſt deplorable calamity, goes childleſs . 
RE g'GOD with the moſt 
ion. At length, an oracle from the 
RD gives him hope, * aſſurance of a 
ſon. Joytully he receives promiſe, ani reſis in 
humble of its acco — — Several 
Fears run their rounds, but no pleaſing infant prattles 
rene e At laſt 


8 * ur If. >li, 8. 

+ There was 3 in this calamity, chat it embitered 
every other ſpecies of nary Bw by this IPD, the 
. cpuld taſte no joy in his late victory ; all his 
| — — was inſipid;; and he —— have been in- 
capable of reliſhing any other comfort; What wilt thou give 
me, ſeeing I go childleſs Gen. xv. 2 1 would entreat the 

reader to take particular notice of this circumſtance. It will 
have the ſame eſſect upon the repreſentation of Abraham's 
obedience, and the whole ſeries of his difficulties, as a mag · 


r glaſs has upon the objects to which it is applied. * 
| 9 
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the handmaid becomes pregnant. But what a diſap- 
pointment was here! This & the fon os the bond-wo- 
man, not of the free. 

How afflicting the caſe of this ne perſon ! 
His kinsfolk and acquaintance ſee their olive-branches 
flouriſhing round about their tables. Even his un- 
Nad neighbours have children at their deſire, and 
eave the reſidue of their ſubſtance for their babes. 
But Abraham, the worſhipper of the ALMIGHTY 
the favourite of heaven ; this Abraham is deſtitute: 
an heir, to ſupport his name, to 1 te his family, 
and inherit the bleſſing.— O the ſtraits ] to which the 
believer is ſometimes reduced! How does a ſovereign 
Providence try his faith, as it were in a furnace of 
fire! not that it may be conſumed, but refined, and 
come forth with augmented luſtre, to the praiſe of 
ever faithful, all-fuſſicrent grace. 

G O is pleaſed to renew the grant, and aſſure him 
more explicitly, that Sarah ſhall have 2 ſon. But 
this notice comes at a very late period in life; when 
Sarah is advanced in years, and too old, according 
to the courſe of nature, to coneeive. However, the 
pious patriarch faggers not h-unbelief ; but bopes 
even againſt hope 45 it improbable ? is it difficult ? 
nay, is it to all human appearance impoſſible? 80 
much the fitter for the exertion, and fo much the 
— roper for the diſplay of almighty power. 

aſt the gift fo earneſtly deſired, is vouchſafed. 
Surah has a 25 —a ſon, —an Iſaac ; one who ſhould 
be a ſource of conſolation and delight to his parents; 
ſhould il their mouth with laughter 4, and their tongue 
with joy, — With tender care, doubtleſs, this pleatant 
lant is reared. Many prayers are put up for his 
ng life, and great 5 ineſs. The fond parents 
watch over him, as over the apple of their own eye. 


* Rom.iv, 18. 20. 
+ P/al. cxxvi. 2. TH? is te import of the Hebrew name 


aac, 
* Their 
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Their life is bound up in the life of the lad *,—He 
ws in grace, as he grows in ſtature. So amiable is 
is temper, and ſo wo gh his behaviour, as could 

not fail of endearing him even to a ſtranger ; — 

much more to ſuch dul parents, after ſo long 
ſtate of barrenneſs, apc Þ many en ſo 
quently fruſtrated. 

Now, methinks, we are ready to congratulate the 
happy fire ; and flatter ourſelves, that his tribulations 
have an end: that the ſtorms which ruffled the noon 
of life, are blown over; and the evening of his age is 
becoming calm and ſerene. —Bot let not him that gird- 
eth on his harneſs, boaſt himſelf, as be that putteth it 
Ff. Our warfare on earth n accompliſhed, 
till we bow our head, and give up the ghoſt. The 
ſharpeſt, the ſevereſt trial is l behind. G ON, the 
ſupreme and uncontrollable GO D, demands the child. 
ITis the will of heaven, that he make his exit, juſt as 
he arrives at manhood. Where now, Abraham, are 
* all thy. pleaſing proſpects? How often didſt thou 
< ſay; w thy. fond: delighted heart, This ſame Gall 
comfort us concerning our trouble A Many have been 
<« my -ſorrows;;: but this child ſhall dry up my n 
and bring me to my grave in peace. — Alas! this 
< lovely flower is to be cut down, in its faireſt, full- 
« eſt bloom. All chy ſhining hopes nn 
« moment. 

Arabam fa * G OD —dbrobam knows the voice. 

I. 


* Gen. PO 30. 7 en 11. 8 den ung | 
The ſentence, with which the inſpired hiſtorian introdu - 
ces this affecting narrative, is unhappily tranſlated in our Bibles, 
Nr IN 0 GOD did tempt Abrabam.— This expreſſion 
ſeems, more than ſeems to claſh with the doctrine of St James, 
chin, i. ver. 13.; and cannot but ſound harſh to thoſe cars, 
which have been accuſtomed to underſtand; by tempter and 
tempting, perſons utterly odious, and practices extremely per- 
nicious.— Whereas, the true and natural tignification of the 
W eat is, he fried or explired. G OD ſonnded the depth, 
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It is the voice of condeſcending 41 He 25 
often heard it with a rapture of d —[nſtantly 

replies, Here I am. Speak, Lok: for — for 
« vant is all attention: hoping, no doubt, to receive 
ſome freſh manifeſtation af the divine gong wii to 
himſelf and his fatnily; or ſome new diſcovery of the 
method, in which the divine toiſatm would accompliſh 
the promilſes; welt. nan iply thy feed I will make thy 
feed as the duſt of the rarth and in thy ſeed Aal all e 


fantilies of the earth by 22 ? 
Take thy en; adds GOD, And mi ght not Abvabein 


reaſonably expect, that, ſinee lis fon v was advanced to 
ears of maturity, be thould be directed how to ſettle 
im in the world with hünbur and advantage, where 
to find 2 virtuous and fraitful partner of his Ded He 
is commanded, not barely to take his „ but his only 
ſor; his ſon auc; whom hetoved. How muſt theſe 
affecting images awaken all that ſoft complacen 5 — | 
all that tender triumph, which ate known only 
fondly-ferling heart G a parent! Muſt not fuch 25 
introduction, ſo remhrkable endeating, heighten his 
expectation of ſome ſig nul inc rey, to © conferred on 
the beloved youth; and would it not rer der the bleſſ. 
ing peculiarly acteptadle, more than doubly welcome? 
Was he rot then ſtartled ?” was he not horribly a- 
mazed, when, inſtead of ſome renewed expreifion of 
the divine Avon, — 5 7 oa the following orders? 
Take now thy ſon,. — fon, — !/eac,—whom' thou ic- 
veſt and get as: 1255 * land - Meriab, and : 
him there for a r 1 owe A be mountains 


which { will tell thee of . — 
Was ever trieffa; e {þ alarmil togach wor more 
pierein x to parenta ears, than e Fecueſt dagger to 


and meaſured the height of his ſervant's faith; i order to e· . 

everlaſting monument ot the victorious encaty of this 

Dr and exhibit an illuſtrious pattern 70 al ten) 
hereafter believe. - 


hs ſhould 


* Gen, xxii- B. 
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the heart. Every clauſe brings an additional load of 
miſery; till the whele command ſwells into the moſt 
zaccumulated and aggravated Wo. 

Abrabam, take th 7 en. W ho but Abrabam could 
hawk forbore remonſtrating and pleading, on ſuch an 
eccalion : Ananas, being charged with a commiſſion 


10 San the perſecutor, takes upon him to argue the 


aſe with his almighty SOVEREIGN: LORD, 1 
— heard by many concerning this man, how much evil 
he hath done to thy ſaints at Feruſalem.; and here he 
bath aui bority from the chief prieſts, ta bind all that call 

xame . Sure, it can never be ſafe or expe ; 

_ to 2 myſelf voluntarily before him, Who 

out threatenings and ſlaughter 

— me. What is this but to court danger; and 

run with open eyes into ruin ?: Thus Ananigs : and 

with how much greater appearance of: Treaſon. might 
Abraham have replied ? 

« LORD, ſhall I loſe my child ? loſe him, almoſt 
* as ſoon: as I have — him? Didſt thou give 
him, only to tantalize thy ſervant? Remember, 

* gracious 60 D, the name he bears. ow ſhall he 
« anſwer its ehearing import ? hey ſhall he be a ſource 
of ſatisfaction to bis parents, or the father of many 
<< nations, if thou takeſt him away in his unmarned 
«, ſtate, and the very prime of his years ? | 
 .<© If, fin lies at the door, let me Ae the guilt, 
Let thouſands of rams, let every. bullock in my 


| CL My wealth, bleſſed LORD, 


4 and all my goods, are . ag in compariſon of my 
& Iſaac. Command me to be 2 of my poſſeſſions; 
command me to roam, as a fugitive and a vagabond 
„ in the, cartl.; and I will magnify thy holy name, 
* Only let my child, my dear child be ſpared. 
Or, if nothing will appeaſe thy indignation but 
52 human blood, let my death be the ſacrifice. | Vpon 
me be the vengeance. I am old aud grey- headed, 


N rn 13; 14. 
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20 wm 


— 
a 


Let.at. A8 PAS to TAE ZO. 276 


„The beſt af my days are paſt, and the beſt of my 
« ſervices done. Tf this tottering wall tumbles, here 


Ji will be kttle or no cauſe for regret... But, if-the 


« pillar of my houſe, and the foundation of my hopes, 


sf he be ſnatched from me, what, good; will 


4 

« life do me? O my in my ou! wauld GOD 1 might 
* lee wr 

| it muſt be a blooming youth, in the flower of 


« "bil days, be pleaſed, mot = GOD, co ſelect 
2 the victim from {ome frutfi/ family. There are 


« thoſe who abound in. en. Children are mul- 
« tiplied unto them; and though many were remo- 
« ved, yet would their table be full. There are thoſe 
« who have flocks and herds, whereas I have only 
* this one little lamb +, the very folace of my ſoul, 
and the ſtay of my declining years; and ſhall this 
ebe taken away, while all thoſe are left? 

Yes, Abraham; it is thy ſon, and not another's, 
that as marked for the vieim 2 GE had he 
not been ſupported what, exquiſite. diftreis 
muſt have ja Eo ts this affectionate parent! How 
could he refrain from crying out, and with a flood of 
tears? If the decree cannot be reveritd, 3 
« be the fruit of my on body, O! that {&mae!,.the 
« ſon of the handmaid— How ſhall I itt .. 

heart bleeds at the thought; at the thought even. of | 
his expiring agonies, and untimely death. But as 
for I/aac, the ſon of my beloved pou, the ſon of 


« my old , the crown of labours -? 
« how ſhall I ſurvive ſuch a loſs? "The blow "tha goes 
to his heart, uuſt be fatal to s both. 
1 7 Yet, if he ua die, and there is eg remedy, 
may he not at leaſt expire by z natural, qiffokatipn ? 
« May not ſome common diltemper unlooſe the cords 


of life, and lay him down geatly in the tomb? May 
K act bis ban ce 439! e eee 


„ Sam, . . 1 S. 3, 0 
832 Fes, 


* —— 


the executioner of N Thy hands m 
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* 2 and ſoften his dying pangs by our tender of- 
6 ces pos ” . 
No, Abraham. Thy ſon muſt be /aughtered on the 
altar. He ſhall have no other bed of death, than the 
Pile of hewn wood ; no other winding-ſheet, than his 
on clotted gore. The facrificing-knife, and not any 
common e, ſhall bring him to his end.—And 
think not to ſatisfy thy forrowing fondneſs, by pay- 
ing him the laſt honours of a decent interment. It is 
the LO R D's will, that he be cut in pieces, conſumed 
to aſhes, and made a 8 : fo that nothin; 
all remain, to be preſerved, or embalmed. It ſh 
not be in thy power to ſooth thy grief, by reſorting 
to his grave, and weeping at his ſepulchre, and fay- 
ing, Here les Tag. © OO x 
But if all muſt be executed, G OD grant theſe 
« eyes may never behold the diſmal tragedy If my 
haar muſt be bound hand and foot for the flavgh- 
<6 ter, if he muſt receive the ſee! into his boſom, and 
„ welter in his own innocent blood, heaven forbid, 
* that I ſhould behe/1o killing a ſpectacle“ 
Even this mitigation cannot be ted. Thou 
muſt not only be an-eye-witneſs of his agony, but be 
ul lift the 
ds muſt point it to the beloved 


"deadly weapon thy 


- *dreaſt;- thy own' hands 'muſt urge its way, through 


the guſhing veins, and/ſhivering fleſh, till it be plun 
ged in the chrobbing heart. G O'D will not permit 
the g voxk to be done by another. The father, the fa - 
ther miſt be the bucher. 

Is not the wretched father /unned and thunderſtruck? 
dos he not ſand fixed in horror, and ſpeechleſs with 
grief? What werds tan be mournful enough to ex - 
+preſs his ſorfows ? Unheard- of, ſhocking affair! Na- 
turt ren bt the very thought! How then can the 
{beſt of fathers perfdrm the How ſhall he an- 

{wer it to the wife of his boſom, the mother of the 
lovely youth ? can he juſtify it to the world? 
* They 


2373 


Let. 11. AsPASIO to THERON. 277 


They will never be perſuaded, that the GOD of - 
neſs can _ in aa ie authoriſe ſo . 
action.— Will they not take up a taunting proverb, 
and ſay at every turn? < There goes the man, the mon- 
* ſter rather, that has imbrued his hands in his own 
“ ſon's blood! This is he that pretends to piety, and 
« yet could be ſo ſavage, as to aſſaſſinate, coolly and 
« deliberately aſſaſſinate an only child! Might not 
thouſands of ſuch reflections croud into his thoughts, 
and rack his very ſoul? 15 4g 
But GOD is unchangeable. Poſitive is his word, 
and muſt be obeyed ; obeyed immediately too. Take 
now thy ſon. The LOR D's command -requireth 
ſpeed. No time is to be loſt, in bidding adieu to his 
relations, or in fruitleſs ſupplications for revoking the 
doom. Nay, chearfully as well as inſtantly muſt this 
command be fulfilled. The great JEH.O V AH ex- 
s alacrity in his {crvice, Prodigious trial indeed! 
Yet not too great for a faith, which the divine 8 PI- 
RIT intuſes, and the divine SPIRFT ſuſtains. 
The patriarch knew full well, that obedience. is no 
obedience, unleſs it be willing and chearful. There- 
fore he conſults not with fleſh and blood. He is deaf 
to the arguings of carnal reaſon, and regards not the 
yearnings of paternal affection. Without a gurmuring 
word, without a-mament's delay , he ſets forward on 
his journey; not ſo much as betraying the leaſt un- 
eaſineſs, to alarm his wife; nor heaving the leaſt ſigh, 
to ſurpriſe his attendants.— And canſt thou, Abraham, 
canſt thou perſiſt in thy purpoſe ? can thy heart firm- 
ly reſolve, can thy hand ſteadily execute, this inex- 
preflibly-ſevere taſæ? Moſt triumphant. faith indeed! 
Deſervedly art thou ſtyled, the fatber of the faithful f. 
Thy faith is ſtronger than all the ties of affection; 
fronger than all the pleas of nature, or all the terrors 


nnn Zaza 120 t Rom. iy, 18. $:.44 $3 nad 4 
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of death,—even of 2 death far more dreadful than thy 
own. » | 6 2 f 

And now muſt he travel, during three tedious, and, 
one would think, moſt melancholy ; with hr 
Tſaac co before his eyes; with the bloody 
ſcene continually in his æpprehenſions; and nothing 
to divert his mind from g on every bitter cir- 
cumſtance, and all the grievous conſequences.—0n 
the third day, Abraham hfted up his eyes, and beheld 
afar off the appointed place. His ſervants are ordered 
to keep their diftance ; white himfelf, witlr the fire 
and the knife in his hands; and his ſon, with the 
burden of wood on his ſhoulders, went both of then to- 
get her. Who does not pity the ſweet youth, er 


under that Toad, which muſt ſoon reck with his > 


and foon reduce him to aſhes? Mean while the in- 
tended” victim, wondering to ſee all thefe preparations 
made, and no animal near, aſks this pertinent 
queſtion ; My father, beheld the fire and the word! but 


| where" ts the lamb for a barnt-effering*—Sure, this en- 


dearing ſpeech, which diſcovered fuch a knowledge 
of * and ſuch a concern for its duties, muſt 
rouſe the father's anguiſh, and ſhake his determina- 
tion. How can he be the death of ſo much innocence, 
and ſo much piety 7 | A. 

Faith overcomes all difficulties. Unmoved and in- 
flexible, the patriarch replies, G O D will provide him- 
felf a lamb for à burnt-offering, ny for . BEI 

* Abraham im this anſwer, like many of the other prophets 
in their prediftions, ferms not to have thorn ghly underftord the 
import of his owrr words. What he hiavſelf meant, I appre- 
kend, is repreſented in thee paraphraſe of his ſpecch. Vet GOD 
ſo aver-rulct his range; that it more fully expreſſed the di- 


Vine decree, than the parental ide. 


GO D will provide him/elf a lamb for a burnt-ofering, my 
fon. Thus the words are placed in the, Hebrew. My ſon comes 
laſt, and ctoſcs the reply; that the tender accent may be left 
0 vibrate on the father's ear, and the dear diſtreſſing image 

| * continue 
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he diſcloſes the ſtrange, the ſturtling ſecret: * Thon 
« thyſelf, my deat child, art deſtined to this purpoſe. 
© The GOD who beſtowed thee on my longing de- 
« fires, is pleaſed to require thee again at my hand. 
„The LORD gave, and the LORD taketh away, 
let us both adore the name of the L ORD. Let 
* us confide in his pfomiſed goodneſs, and unani- 
« moully profeſs, Though he fy me, yet well I truſt in 
<« him,”” lt does not appear, that the amiable youth 
reſiſted or gainſaid. He had ſtreftifth enough fo 6þ- 
poſe, and ſpeed enough to e *, the attempts of 
an aged father. Either or both of which, the law of 
ſelf-preſervation might ſeem to dictate, and the light 
of reaſon to juſtify,” But J/azt knew, that his fath 
was a prophet. In this prophetical character, he ſees 
and acknowledges the warrant of heaven. And fince 
his CREATOR calls, he is content to go.— R 
cellent I/aac who does not admire thy courage? 
who is not charmed with thy reſignation? and muſt 
we, in a few minutes, muſt we ſee thee a pale, a 
bloody, a breathleſs corpſe? erde 

Methinks, I ſhudder as we draw near the direful 
cataſtrophe. The altar is built; the wood laid in or- 
der; all things are ready for the ſolemn ſervice; and 
Iſaac offers his willing throat to the knife. — Nevef- 
theleſs, that the work of deſtiny may be ſure; and no 
one particular relating to a ſacrifice omitted, Abraham 
binds his ſon. I have known a ſtubborn malefactss, 
quite nnalarmed, when ſentenced to the ignominious 


continue playing before his mind. This, I think, is a delicacy 
not to be ovexlooked , and increaſes the pathos of tha pagra- 
tive. ' . K 3 2 3 * 2 
* According to Jaſepbut, . Iſaac was; when he ſubmitted 
himſalf to the laughter, about twenty-five years old. Others 


9 


% gs. 4. * 


think, his age was thirty-three; which makes him more a | 
actly reſemble his ſuffering LORD. Then his father mu 
be above a hundred and thirty years old. Either accoumt will 


tree; 


juſtify 4/þa/io's ſuppoſition. "SEL — 
. 


4 
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treee; not at all impreſſed with the moſt awful repre- 
ſentations of eterna] judgment: yet, when a perſon 
came to meaſyre him for his coffin, the hardened wretch 
was hard, no longer, He "ſtarted, turned pale, and 
trempled in jojnt, — Even ſuch a circumſtance 
makes no impreſſion on Abraham f neither alters his 
Es Naur nor — his countenance. He meaſures 
meaſures thoſe limbs, which he had ſo fre- 
—— and fo tenderly careſſed : 2nd if not for the 
coflin, yet for immediate —— | 
Having bound him,furprifing reſolution bound 
him for e ſword and for the flame, he lays him upon 
the altar on the wood, There, now, lies 1/azc ; Jan 
dear, thg dutifpl, the religious l/aac / Abraham' s jo 
Sarah's delight the heir of the promijſes ! — 
— all mecx and reſigned ; expecting, every moment, 
the ſtroke of death to fall. — O parents! parents! do 
not your howels yearn { is not humanity itſelt diſtreſſ⸗ 
ed at the ſcene? 4 thou who art a father, what 
thinkeitthoy pf 2 obedience? couldſt chou, to 
ſuch a fon, have acted /uch a part? | 
See! the father, rgſolute to pv very laſt, unſheaths 
the murdering blade; makes bare the innocent boſom; 
and marks the place, where life may find the ſp: 
exit. His hoart is fixed { he ſtretches his arm; and 
now, even now is aiming the mortal blow-; ;—when,— 
rejoice O ye — of a gracious GON! break 
forth vo: b — oe in pain for ON tried 
Parent! the ty interpoſes, in this ar- 
ticle ol excrome need. *. The ANGEL of the co- 
- venant 
0 V pon thi mol pibradic Interpoſition, che inſpired hi- 


orxian- makes 2.v dicious and edifying remark ; which 
ger to. en Welle} cons 5 0 MRuredd if not entire ſpaited, 
tranffation ; In the neunt of the AAS it a bs ften! myſt 
confeſs, Thave Media nk 4 puzzled rofind, not only a pertinent 
ſenſe, but any ſenſe at all, in theſe words. Whereas the ori- 
Einal is 25 clear itf its Renification, 2s it is appoſite to the pur- 
boss 7]: 71872 11 = moun? the LOFÞ wil bs fee 


or 
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venant ſpeaks from heaven, and with-holds the lifted 
hand, in the very act to ſtrike. GOD, who only 
intended to manfe/t his faith, and make it honourable, 
bids him deſiſt. G O D applauds his obedience ; ſub- 
ſtitutes another ſacrifice in {/aac's ſtead ; renews his 
covenant with the father; and not only reprieves the 
life of the ſpn, but promiſes him a, numerous and il- 
luſtriops iflue; promiſes to make him the b r | 
of the MESSIAH, and thereby a public g to 
all the nations of the earth. 1 
* Tell me now, Theron, was there ever ſuch an aſto- 
niſhing effort of obedience ! ſuch a perfect prodigy of 
reſignation? YET THIS HATH FAITH DONE *. 
or In the mount the LORD will provide. q. d. This me» 
© .morable event gave riſe to, at leaſt is an eminent exempliti- 
* cation of, that proverbial expreſſion, which is commonly 
« uſed at this day. In the mount of difficulty, or in the very 
« crilis of, need,” wheg matters ſeem to be irretrievable and 
e deſperate, then the LORD appears as a preſent help. 
Man's extremity in GOD N opportunity,” See Gen, xxii, 14. 
* Heb. xi. 17. By faith, Abraham, when he was fried, of- 
fered up Iſaac. —The faith, of which ſuch glorious things art 
ſpoken, to which ſuch admirable 'achievements are aſcribed, 
throughout this whole chapter, was a faith in “ the ſeed gf 
the woman, the promiſed ME SST A H.—Or, could it be 
demonſtrated, (which, I will venture to conclude, is impoſſible), 
that, in all theſe heroic inſtances of obedience, there was no 
believing regard to CHRIST; no apprehenſion of his un- 
Ipeakable love; no application of hig tranſcendent merits ; 
our argument would hot loſe its force, but ſtrike with redou- 
bled energy, For, if x belief in very mferior manifeſtations of 
the divine goodneſs, faithfulneſs, and power, wrought fo cttj- 
caciouſly on thoſe ancient worthjes ; how much more victori- 
ouſly muſt the fame principle act, r far brighter diſplays 
of all the ſupreme pepfections, in the perſon of FESUS 
CHRIST !—I would qaly add, that fo long as this ch 
remains in the Bible, it will furniſh an ynagkrerable confuta 
tion of thoſe objections, which ſuppoſe the doctrine of faith 
to have an unkindly influence on religious or virtuous ice. 
Againſt all ſuch cavils, it will Hand faft for evermore as the 
mam, aud as the faithful witneſs in beaven, RW * ic 
. | w 4 . # a4 ˙ 0 ww 
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If you fhould'afk, How was it pofftble for Arab 
to perform all this, in the manner deſcribed? The 
anſwer is obvious: Becauſe Abraham ELI t vt D; or, 
in other words, was fully perſuaded, that the G 0 D, 
who had given him this fon from the harren womb, 
was able to raiſe him again from the /mobing & afhes. 
As the ſame G D, who required this ſacrifice, had 
expreſaly declared, In Iſaac ſhall: thy feed be culled; 
thepatriarch doubted nor, but the promiſe would, in 
a way known to infinite wiſdom, be punctually ac - 
.compliſhed, Hence he made no difpute, and felt no 
reluctance. His faith baniſhed every uneaſy appre- 
hetiſion, and neither fear nor ſorrow had place in his 
1 faith he was enabled, Hpeedily and chear- 
Fully, out fo much as 2 parting tear , to obey 
this unparalleled precept. _ 


He ſcems to have expected not only the certain, but the 
immediate reſtoration of his {lain ſon; chat he fhould be revi- 
ved on the very ſpot, before he left the place, fo as to accom- 

his return. 2 


be ſurpriſed, if the reader finds ſome difficulty in giving his al- 
ſent 10 it: eſpecially, as he may have accuſtemed himſelf to 


ing * entation of the ſtory in a celebrated print: where 
the father appears, claſping his ſon in 2 tender embrace; be- 
-dewing him wirk his tears ; and ſuffering as much rhrovgh 
Fre as the devoted youth is going to ſafter by the knife. — 

out 5 had not fo attentively exami- 


( 
; 
F 
| 
f 
& 
© 
1 


per pe 
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And if all chis, which yer Re have been 
utterly impracticable, was by faith; you need 
not Mer, of wealneſs and —— ſo 8 
a principle. Far from enervating, it will invigorate 
every good diſpoſition; and inſtead of a ng will 
give life to every ious duty. —Cheriſh faith, and 
you wit of courſe cultivate obedience. Water this 
root, and the branches of univerfal-godhnefs wilt af- 
furedly partake the heneficial effects; vill ſpread theit 
honotrrs, and bring forth their fruits. —Throngh the 
ower of faith, the ſaints have wrought rizghteorſnefs, 
all its magnanimous and heroic acts. The, doctrine 
of faith ts calked by St Paul, a dhctrine according to 
godlingſs * ; exquiſitely contrived to anſwer all the 
ends, ard fecure every intereſt of real piety. — The 
ce of faith St Jude ſtyles, or moſt holy faith-+ ; 
intimating, that it is not only productive of Holineſs, 
but that the moſt refined and exalted holineſs ariſes 
from this ſtock. 

Let us then be diligent ta exerciſe, and careful to 
increaſe, faith in ESU S CHRIST. Let us main- 
tain the ſame. s ſalicitude for this Leading capital 

e, as the renowned Epaminondas expreſſed for his 
eld. When that gallant general was, in an engage- 


from before the LORD. Yet: Haren is nat allowed to mourn, 
even at ſuch a terrible and afflitive viſitation. And when, 
through the frailry of human nature, he could not war ; 
frain, he durſt not preſume to eat of the n- offering. . Such 
things, ſays he, have befallen me, if I had eaten of the 77 
3 
ago- 


ing, ſbould it have been atttpred in the fight of the L d 
Let me add, chat we find nor the leaſt indication of fuch 
nizing ſorrow, nor indeed of any forrow at all, in the hiſtory 
— Mofes. Neither could Abrahom have hee à pro- 
type of the tternab Þ A THER, making his qnly begot- 
ten SON a ſacrifice for ſia, f he had not willingly offered up 
Lage: l to offer willingly, r 
neceſſary, in every acceptable oblation, and every religious 
Mee. See N r ., or 
99 * x im. vi 3. Enn * Jude 20. * 


* - 
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ment with the enemy, ſtruck to the ground ; his ſol- 
diers carried him off, breathleſs and fainting, to his 
tent. The very moment he ope ned his eyes, and re- 
2 the ſk of peech he * whether his 
wound was F not whether his troops were 
routed? but whether his Held was ſafe : May we be 
enabled, my dear friend, to keep our ſhield fafe ! 
May we be ſtrong be /trady, be lively in faith ! Then, 
I doubt not. we we thal give glory x4 G OD, receive 
e 4 an Labs the works of the 

Nothing can be more pertinent to my purpoſe, than 
the — yer; That we may — what is the 
hope of our os, in CHRIST JESUS, and what 
is the exceeding greatneſs of his power to themward who 
believe. And nothing can by more expreſſroe of the 
Yay ſoul of 


N dee, 
| ASPASIO. 


eee 
ee nx all * TE, T E R XII. 
ateavie 1 Tao. 


I he able, whileT _ reading yours,” on 
ng mine. But how unlike is my friend 
the Tpeblentatidn he receives! How 1 5 the 
Ltisfied, unſuſpectiug, chearful Hrabam Why this 
7 air in your temper? why 2 — —— 
letter? Let me 


> anſwer 1 em 
of approaching Joſt — 2 the m n, 
the urn is blackeſt. And 5 de 


che a ee the SUN OFRIGHTEOUS: 
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eſt. 1 . the hour is at hand, which will 
ut 0 r ſackcloth, and gird you with glad 

7 . e Ege in 8 the 
direct and certain way to 2 ſubſtantial comfort. 
The righteonſheſs of Ar LORD FESUS CHRIST, 
after w you __— about w you are ſolici . 

tous, is à never-failing ſpring of cdnfolation ; becauſo 
it acquits from all fin; ſecures from all condemnation; 
and renders the believer unblameable and unreprovable 
in the fight of G0 D. Therefore fays the HOLY 
GHOST, "His name is at ointment poured furth * 
even that divinely- precious name; —by which he has 
been celebrated in the preceding epiſtles; by which 
he is diſtinguiſhed in the ſcriptures of truth 5 by 
which, TI hope, . 
my Theron's mind, THE LORD OUR RIGH- 
TEO USNESS. The diſcovery of him under this 
moſt amiable and ca „will indeed bo like 


breaking open a vial of the * ward, wy wr? which 
not onl the room, an ſenſe, with 
their d ightful ce; — Thaw the ſpirits, and 


rejoice the very heart, Might my writing, or my diſ- 
courſe, be as the alabaſter-box. to contain, to convey, 
aad preſent theſe reviving odours ; how highly ſhould 
I thiak myſelf honowed, and. how 7 wel en- 
deavours bleffed! © - 

You aſk, +. How this | ri ohteouſyels of the divine 
6 REDEEMER becomes yr a It is a queſtion 
which I receive with the utinoſt pleaſure ; and,” with 
equal pleaſure, ffiall attempt an anſwer. Or rather, 
as the 8 PIRIT of our GOD prompted the firſt, 
may the ſame menen GUIDE ſuggeſt the laſt 
This he has abundantly; done by \ prophets and 
apoſtles ;| ſo that-L need. only have recourſe; to their 
writings,” and collect ſome of the hints, which lis 
treaſured up in thoſe ttorchouſes of cr 
, ie kn 11 — 


— Aol 5 3 +» +508 baba 35 bas. 58 Non 416 
— © VP a 2 
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There we are oſten told of union with CHRIST, 
believers are ſaid to be in CHRIST *, and to be an- 
with CHRISTA. What 3s ſtill hig her, and implies 

a greater degree uf nearneſs, the are avembers his 
507 e and of bis bones f. And, which de- 
. 
are 4% bl A. are one {par 
prog yet eyes 1 theſe axpreſſions appear dark, 
hs ie ny wry wc it has pleaſed our all-conde- 
Kending INSTRUCTOR to ylurftrate them, by a 
9 — types, and lively ſimilitudes. 
This remark very reminds me of an en- 
gagement, which, ſome time ago, I undertook to exe- 
cute, but have bitherto omitted to make it evident, 
that the bleſſed doctrine, for which we have been plead- 
ing, is deducible from ſevere! ſeripture-images +. A ſhort 
deſcant upon forme of the principal will, Fine at 
once diſcharge my e cory ht * Senn er 
(Ons z. a 2 % 


| \This was ſhadowed Forth by ebe-colly,  odoriferoms, 
Looing unguent, poured upon Aaron's head; which 
ran dun upon hrs beard, — to the Hirtr ++ 
i chat hing. So, che merits of gur great H 1 G 
PRIEST are deried down to all che faithful; even 
thoſe of the meaneſt 8 wah desen . 


13 1. wol An ot 
" | of | + # 6 O44 "2 
:+* Col. i, 2.1 1 5 

. p. 47. 


„ Pfal. cxxxiii. 2. Wr irts, is, in che ori- 

F 
XXX. 18.) % 1 0 ts, It n 
that the cathy eee. 
ſacerdotal veſtments. But it might probably reach the upper 
hem, or the opening round the neck; what the Greeks call 
nip/1;a x. This ſenſe will ſafficientiy preſe rye che gradation: 
the head; the beard; the cloaths : which ſeem to don CHRIST, 


his more advanced ſaints, and believers of a lower claſs. * 
4 OY f as 
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Was it not typified by that inſtructive viſion whic 
thep 725 27775 * 7 is On 72 2 beheld 7 
ca ick all © with a bowl: upon the t its 
— his fever 5 thereon, and ſeven 550 110 L 2 
lamps, - which were 3 the top Sine au and two 2 
trees þy it. Ade of the bowl, and abe 
other upon the 4 l Ge then N 7 2 5. through two. gold- 
en 4 N the golden til out of aner, *, The 
bowl and the lamps were a r dee emblem of behevets: 
wha ge, 5 9 cls, and deſtitute of all 
et * des bghts, in the müdſt of a, 
— — pra — The ei ve-trest, Ar- 
rayed in nee 8 With ſap; e 
emptying Ves, 3 Ae a very Ter, 
preſentation. of CHRIST, of bis b e 1058 
and his inexhauftible grace. Tha golden pi 7 18 
which, the eee trnſmit 75 5 
figurative of faith, I, its various LIENS 0 King 
By cee channels of N a 
nefits of a RED n Fae 8 our 
ſouls, and repleniſh thoſe 4855 193 7A 
Another type the apoſtle mentions ;* The feſt Aan. 
he ſayg, was 4. figure of him that. was. to come f. 80 
eminent 2 e, and correſponding in ſo many in- 
| ſtances, that he ſtyles gur LORD. LESUS the laſt 
Y 70; And why? . Becauſe, like firſt, he wa 
nerd to. bu, people, and de in their 
dead. Inſomuch. that what. he did, and what he fut- 
fered, both. are placed to their acgqunt, . Is Adam's fit 
imputed to all his 97 8 10 80 . HITA 
ahtcoplach to all to be conſ 
© render 5 ine more intelligible, 5 ad 
more undeniable. Allmanare judged, c 
ed, Head I, doomed. inevitably to the death of the bo- 
dy, and, juſtly liable to the death of the ſoul, on the 
ſcore of Adam's tranſgreſion. All beliex ers are acquit- 
ech. iv. 2. 3. 12. 
1 1 v. 14. f 1 Cor. xv. 43. | Row. x v. 15. 16. 


ted, 


25 AsrAs 10 to TRRR UN. Let. 2. 
e {oved *; faved from the firſt death, ang 
heirs of the reſurrection; ſaved from the ſecond 


death, and entitled. 10 life eternal, N. Ader 
CHRIST" obedience. 1 


This union with ebe wal 888 tl rb: 
grad by types, b We a > b 2 vari 


| price deer of 
life: which WY to he dur divine MASTER's 
will, that we ſhould live under the habitual brlief” of 


this momentous truth, ad in the confttnt enjoyment of 
this diſtinguiſhed privileg e.—You cannot vile 2 a, 


or view your children; you 'cannvt* enter your gar- 


den, diſcourſe with yo cont — 
own body, e a remembrpn- 
cer © 

22 bo kis Ae Hoc] 2 
5 Friends are a fec ſelf . St 
Faul ſpeaking of One/en 7, uſes this rem le phraſe, 


Reterve hin, as myſelf ; and; Which is rigs em- 


Receæiue 
7757755 friendſhip of the moit tender and 
Eind? Doubtleſß it muſt be equal, doubtleſs'it muſt 


30 Woes path ſuperiot to Forathan'$. — 
own fol” But CHRIS le. 
ines wie ee Aron than death. © They 


er to him than de Eoin ale me 
2 himſelf to n- 
e 779007 fret ha 


lead Bis Cue intercefion for trat 
Ors.— fonatDan 717: ped himſelf the robe that” 
ton 2 and Pa ta David, 45 5174 „ e 
* ®* Rom. v. 19. 21, "+ Jon xv. 15; | 
IDN gil, anime dijridium mee. Oy: 
e 5 1 100 7 
44d to 


im, bar is mine vtun u. B not 
exalted 


* F L *]+ . pow nn th its. 1 Wa 


* — 
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to his ſtpord, and hit bow, and bis girule x. Our RE» 
DEEMER, without ſtripping himſelf, has clothed us 

ch is the prerogative of a divine perſon !) with the 
robe of his righteouſneſs, and. with the garment of his 
talvation. He has conſigned over to us all the merit 
of his Holy life and propitiatory death, * 


CHRIST ſtands related to his people, not as 2 


980 


friend only, but as à parent. He is called by a pro- 


phet, THE EVFERL AS TINGFATHER T 
and we are ſaid by àn apoſtle, to be his children .— 
Children look upon themſelves, as intereſted in the 
wealth of theit parents: They expect, and not with- 
out reaſonable ground, to reap benefit from it, white 
the parents live; and to become poſſeſſors of it, hen 
they die. Accordingly the father fays in the goſpel, 
Son, all that I have is thine . Since the high and holy 
EMMANUEL yonchſafes to b&our FATHER, can we 
fuppoſe him leſs generous than an earthly parent? or 
can we imagine that his children fhall have leſs to 
hope, than the heirs of an earthly progenitor? "May 
we not, bught we not to regard all his communi- 
cable goods; all the benefits Teſtlting from His meri- 
torious ſufferings and perfect obedience, as our portion t 
—Efpectlly, ſirice he is the. te/?ator alſo; has be- 


queathedd tſteui to us by will; and, lia xing Tubmitted 


to death, they become legally ours. 


Ian tbe INE, ſays dur LORD; ge are the bran- | 
ches =. They who believe, are ingratted into CHRIST. 


Take notice of a cyon! What are the conſequences of 
its ingrafture ? It is embodied with the ſubſtance of the 
tree, and partakes of its fatnèſs. The lap, imbibed by 
the root, circulates” into it; gives it vegetable life; 
fills it with buds, decks it with "bloſſoms, and loads it 
with fruit. Af then we are one with CHR / N, as much 
as the branch is one with, the ſtock, it muſt follow, 
even upon the principles of common experience; that 
* 1 Sata, Aviff. 47 + I. vi. 9. f Heb. ii. 13. | Luke xv. 31. 
+ Heb. ix. 17. John xv. 5. 
Vox. III. No 14. s J 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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his w:/dom is ours, to enlighten us; his righteouſneſs is 
ours, to juſtify us; his Spirit is ours, to ſanctify us; 
his redemption is ours, to make us completely and e- 
ternally happy. | n 
CHRIST is united to his people by a tie cloſer and 
dearer than the tal. They are not only his chil- 
dren, but his /pouſe. He is often called their bride- 
groom, and is not aſhamed to avow the tender engage- 
ment: I will betroth thee to me for ever. Tea, 7. will 


| betroth thee unto me in rig Peauſng i, and in judgment, and 


in loving-kindneſs, and in mercies. I will even betroth 
thee unto me in faithfulneſs *. The candeſcending 
G OD multiplies, div es, accumulates his words ; 
and this, with admirable propriety, as well as ſurpaſſ- 
ing goodneſs. The honour is ſo Lig, and the fa- 
vour ſo great, we ſhould hardly know how to believe 
it, and 9 3 venture to apply it. Leſt therefore, 
by a ſingle expreſſion, it ſhould not be ſufficiently e- 
ſtabliſhed, it Hande ratified by repeated aſſeverations, 
and with all the energy of language: ſo that, be the 


grace ever fo aſtoniſhing, we are aſſured, the fact is 
equally certain; he that is ow. MAKER, is alſo our 


HUSBAND +. _. 

Let us conſider what follows upon ſuch an union, 
We may take for an example, the caſe of Boaz and 
Ruth. Soon as their nuptials were ſolemnized, ſhe 
that was poor, became rich; from a gleaner in the 
field, ſhe commenced m/tre/s of the harveſt; and from 
abiding by the maidens, had a ſeat at the maſter's 
table. —And if we are united to CHRIST by a mar- 


riage · contract, the ſame effects will take place. We 


that were poor, are rich in him; we who had nothing, 
poſſeſs all things in CHRIST; we that dwell in duſ 
are made to fit together with our divine HUSBAND 
in heavealy places . \ | 
If you chuſe ſome modern exemplification, what 
* Hoſ, ii. 19. 20. | + If. liv. 5. 


- 


, 


gan | 


— s 


r —˙ ˙· I SY Uh. to oP OY TOR . —½ůßm :! ˙—⅞Ü!˙² . 


22.2 


SAO. 


n DT I _ 


. W 


„ e 


989 


Let. 12. As PAS 10 to THERON, 291 


can be more pertinent than the remarkable inſtance of 
ur neighbaur Arzetta ? She was lately left a widow, 
© the diſſolute and extravagant Bellaris; her circum- 
ſtances miſerably embarraſſed, and the little eſtate deep- 
ly mortgaged ;* her friends looked ſhy, and her credi- 
tors became clamorous; ſcarce a day paſſed, but it 
made ſome new diſcovery of debts contracted by the 
deceaſed :, fo that the affairs of the ſurvivor appeared 
with a more melancholy aſpect, and in a leſs retrie- 
vable condition, But, having won, firſt the compaſ- 
ſion, then the affection, of the wealthy and illuſtrious 
Philander ; how happily is the face of things altered 
All her debts devolve upon him, and all his dignity is 
derived to her &. He ſtands reſponſible for whatevec. 
ſhe owes ; and ſhe is a ſharer in whatever he pee. 
Though little leſs than ruined by her late huſband, ſhe 
is more than reſtared by her preſent; and has reaſon 
to rejoice in his affluence, and to glory in his honours.” 
—Have not we alfo reaſon to rejoice in our heayenly 
BRIDEGRO OM? ſince a far mare glorious ex- 
change ſubſiſts between him and his myſtical ſpouſe. 
He has bore the cur/e, that we may inherit the 14 55 4 
Sin was charged on him, that righteouſneſs might 55 
imputed to us. In a word, he has ſuitained all our 
miſeries, that he might impart to us all his benefits.— 
Has the law- any demand ? It muſt go to him for ſa · 
tisfation. Have we any wants? We may look to 
him for a ſupply; to HIM, Theron, in whom it has 
pleaſed the FATHE RN, that all fulneſs ſhould-qwell . 


* Ubi tu Caius, ibi ego Caia, was he Reman maxim, Agree - 
ably to this rule, which has obtained among all civilized nations, 
the ſcriprure calls the church by the name of her divine buſband, 
Compare Jer. xxiii. 5. 6. with Fer. xxxiii. 15. 16. 

+ The demands of the law are - perfect obedience ; Thou 
foate love the LORD thy G yr with all thy heart. —To which, 
in caſe of diſobechence, is ſuperadded condign puniſhment ; 
Curſed is he that continueth net in all things, > 

1 Col. i. 19. i 


* 


f 


292 AvsPasto to FHEtRoNn. Let. 12. 


If any thing can expreſs an union more intimate 
and inſeparable than the conjugal, it is that of the 
members with the head. And this image is uſed by 
the HOLY GHOST, to ſhadow forth the connec- 
tion between CHRIST and the faithful. He is the 
head over all things, vith reſpect to rule and ſuprema- 
cy; but a head of union and influence, with reſpect 
to the church *. The head and the members conſtitute; 
one natura body; CHRIST and his church com- 

poſe one myſtical body. What kindneſs 1s done, what in- 
jury is offered to the members, the head regards them as 
done to itſelf. Accordingly, CHRIST ſays to the outra- 
geous Saul, who made havock of thechurch, Saul, Saul, 
wwhy perſecuteſt thou ME 4? He declares, concerning 
thoſe indigent Chriſtians, to whoſe neceſſities we ad- 
miniſter relief; Inaſinuch as ye have done it unto them, 
ye have done it unto ME .— The animal ſpirits formed 
in the head, are formed for the benefit of the whole 
body, and deſigned for the uſe of all the members. 
So the righteouſneſswrought by F ESUS CHRIST, 
is wrought out for his whole myſtical body, and in- 
tendedfor theadvantage of all his people, to be the cauſe 
of their Juſtification, and the purchafe of their ſalvation. 


Being then ſo nearly related, ſo cloſely united to 
the bleſſed FESU'S, it is no wonder that believers 
we now loved with the fame fatherly love, and will 
hereafter be partakers of the ſame heavenly glory.— 
What might we not expect from the divine RED M- 
E R, if he vouchſafed to acknowledge but one of theſe 
endearing names ? Since he has en himſelf to us 
by all the ties of affinity ard. affection ; may we not 
promiſe ourſelves, and with the aſſurance of hope, 
eyery- good thing; even all the fulneſs of GOD || our 
Saviour: -Does not each of theſe tender relations, 
ſubſiſting. between CHRIST and his ſaints, imply 
an entire property. in one another, and a mutual par- 
- * Eph. i. 22. f Acts ix. 4. { Matth. xxv. 40. | Eph. iii. 19. 
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ticipation of all that belongs to either? —My beloved 
is mine, and I am his,— dare not ſay, is the poſey of 
the: myſtical ring,—but it is the undoubted 2 of 
this divine union. 

How pleaſing, yet. how amazing the thought Shall 
we, who ſay to corruption, Thon art my father ; and 
to the worm, Theu art my mether and my / 7 er * ; ſhall 
we be permitted to fay, concerning the It E AD of 
all principality and power, We are members of his bg 
of his fleſh, and bf bis bones 4*—What a mercy wig 
we eſteem i it, not te be confounded befare a MA] E- 
STY fo exalted and fublime ! What a favour, to obtain 
the leaſt 1 regard from the KING immortal 
and inviſible! What an honour, to be admitted into 
his family, and numbered ameang'the meaneſt of his 
ſervants — But to be his adopted children; to be his 
eſpouſed bride; to be the members of his ſacred body; 
—to have HIM for our everlaſting Father, H IM for 
the bridegroom of our ſouls, H I M for our heavenly 
Bead; who is the MAKER of all worlds, and the 
SOVEREIGN of all creatures! What words can 
duly celebrate, what heart can ſufficiently admire, the 
condeſcenſion and the love of our adorable F ESGS? 
or who can juſtly queſtion the fruits of ſuch a fellow- 
th, and the — of ſuch an union ?: Que- 
ſtion them! No, the fruits are mnfalkbly 1 
privilege is inexpreſſibly great. * 5 

Let me once again introduce à great and n 
witneſs of both theſe truths. . Laban ſpake high. 
when he Laid; Tbeſe children 27 vey all theſe 
things thou ſeeft am mine. But how hi 9 and glo- 
rious is that which may be faid ot a ju ed perſon. 
* All thou heareſt of CHATS Tis thine ; his life 13 


_ < thine, his death i is thige, his obedience, - merit, {pt- 


<« rit, all thine .“ —Rich and important words! Than 
which nothing can give us a Juſter or fuller expla · 
Job xvä. 14. 4 . F Eph. v. 30. 8 8 

1 Sce Dr. LicHTroor's worth vol. II. p. 1077. 
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nation of the apoſtle's aſſertion, We are partaters vf 
CHRIST#, Ys 
When ſome foreign ladies, of the firſt quality, paid 
a vilit to Leonidas's queen; the talk turned upon their 
rich cloaths, their coſtly jewels, and ſplendid equi- 
page. After — had ſeverally diſplayed each her 
- own grandeur, they inquired after her Majeſty's fine- 
ry; what he had to diſtinguiſh her from the vulgar ? 
he replied, My illuſtrious huſband +. What elſe ? My 
lluſtrious huſband.—And as often as they repeated the 
ſame queſtion, ſhe returned the fame anſwer. Could 
this queen ſpeak in ſuch admiring, rejoicing, ſelf- gra- 
tulating terms of her royal conſort ? And ſhall not 
vile ſinners look upon their RED EE M E R,—that 
all-glorious, yet all-condeſcending bridegroom ; who 
is full of grace and truth, full of merit and righteouſ- 
neſs ;—ſhall not they much more look upon HIM as 
their honour and their joy; the object of their depen · 
dence, and the cauſe of their boaſting ? *Þ 
7 —.— 1 refrain — 5 the farther 
proſecution of b engaging a topic, did I not propoſe 
: — upon my Theron very ſpeedily. Then 1 ball 
Have an opportunity 'of pouring into his boſom all the 
fulneſs of my heart, with regard to this delightful ſub- 
ject. In the mean time, let me exhort my dear friend 
to be of good comfort. Heavine/s may endure. for 4 
night, but joy cometh in the morning. This ſorrow of 
which you complain, may be the ſeed of ſpiritual and 
eterdal confoligoh . 
. While ] am writing, there appears full in my view, 
one of the fineſt rainbotos Lever beheld. It compaſſeth 
the heavens with a giorrous circle; fo glorious, that it 
is no diſparagement of the almighty” CREATOR, to 
eee ee 
I The amiable and heroic aas expreſſes herſelf in much 
the ſame manner, concerning her gallant huſbend Abradates ; 
ve meme giſicot rooueg v . XENO R. Cyropæd. lib. VI. 
8 71 t Plal. xxx. 35. 4 
e fay, 
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ſay, the hands of the MOST HIGH have bended it *. — 
On what foundation, would I aſk, is that ſtately and 
beautiful arch raiſed? from what ſource do all its ra- 
diant and lovely colours {pring ? It is raiſed on a gloomy 
aſſemblage of vapours ; and all its rich tinctures ſpring 
from a louring cloud. Thus does. the bleſſed G O D, 
on a conviction of guilt and a ſenſe of ruin, ſpread faith, 
paint holineſs, and diffuſe gladneſs. May all theſe, 
ere long, ariſe in my Theror's breaſt ! and each be 
bright, as that reſplendent bow,—/a/i:ng, as the ſun 
that creates it ! P f 

In the mean time, it is the ardent wiſh of my foul, 
and ſhall be my frequent prayer to G OD, That beth 
our hearts may be comforted, being knit together in love, 
unto all riches of the full aſſurance of — +, in 
this great m of godlineſs. What vigour of ex- 
preſſion, what exuberance of * and, ou all, 
what diſtinguiſhed privileges are f aſſurance. 
full aſſurance, —riches of the full aſſurance, all riches 
of the full aſſurance of underſtanding, in reference to 
our union with CHRIST, and its unutterably- precious 
effects Can the orator expreſs more? can the ſinner 
defire more? can the faint, I had almoſt faid, can the 
archangel enjoy more May this be the portion of 


A8 4310, 


f » Ecclus xliii. 12. | Mt}. +. Col, ii. #1! 3567 
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" D 1 A L 0 8 U E XV. 
2 SP ASIO thad taken leave of his friend 
& Camillus, and was come to reviſit Theron 

8 whoſe thoughts ſeemed to be in a ſtate of 

s much fluctuation, and no ſmall anxiety; 
hoping, that ſome proper converſation on the grace 
and privileges of the everlaſting goſpel, might compoſe 
and — his mind ; might, whale his heart was 
ſoftened by humbling convictions, fix the ſtamp of 

vine Chriſtianity ; and deliver his whole ſoul into 
251 mould “ of evangelical religion. 

* Deliver into the mould This is the literal tranſlation, and 
exact ſenſe of St Paul's phraſe, Es # erde: r dlc. Rom. 
vi. 17.— Which, as it contains a beautiful alluficn, conveys al- 
ſo a very inflruQtive admonition : intimating, that our minds, 

pliant and duQtile, ſhould be conformed to the refined pre- 


all 
£xpts of che goſpel, as liquid metals take the figure of ſome e- 


Jegant mould, into which they are caſt, 
When. 
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W hen ſorrow wounds the breaſt, as ploughs the * 
And hearts obdurate feel her ſafb ning ſhow'r, A 
Her feed celeſtial then glad Wiſdom ſows ; | | 
Her golden harveſts triumph in the ſoil &. 


He arrived pretty late in the evening; and, dei 
ſomewhat with the journey, ſoon withgew x 
his repoſe. — The next morning, as Theron ed a- 
broad, to taſte the cool delights of the dawn ; he was 

agrecably ſurpriſed, by meeting Aſpaſio. 

Ther. So ſoon awake, my worthy friend! and after 
ſo much fatigue on the preceding dy AI had not the 
leaſt expectation of your company, till breakfaſt; 
Then indeed I promiſed myfelf a double regale; the 
refreſhments exhibited on the table; and thoſe eule · 
ſome words of our LO RD FESUS CHRIST Þ 
which, more precious than manna, drop— _ , 

Aſp. How, Theron — Have you alſo learned thoſe 
ſoothing arts, which poliſh the ſpeech, to deprave our 
ſentiments? Could I have ſuſpected the inchanting 
wiles of Hattery, from my ſincere, my tried, my 2 
ſom friend? 

Ther. Your friend is ſtill ſincere, and his words are 
very remote from flattery.— How welcome to the 
wind-bound mariner, weary with expectation, and 
lick with diſappointments, is the viſit of a propitious 


Drag mag welcome to the felds, parched with 


t, and gaſping for moiſture, are copious ſhow- 

How acceptable to the [/raelttes, travel: 

ling through the inhoſpitable defert, and pining away 

for want of the fruits of the earth, was the miracu- 

lous ſupply of heavenly bread! — Yet neither propi- 

tious gales ta the 'wind-bound mariner, nor copious 

ſhowers to the thirſty foil, nor heavenly bread to the 

famiſhed Iſraelites, could be more welcome, than your 

late converſation,” and- later correipondence; to wy 
anxious ſoul. 


* Night Tee ue 73. 
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* Aſp. Why, I thought you looked upon my notions as 
AEM F Is 7. 2 ſo become Nr ? Like 
one of us Veak- headed believers — has he quitted the 
ſtrong- holds of reaſon? is he vanquiſhed by the ſling- ſtone 
of faith? or can be ſubmit to this ſtrange method of 
ſalvatiga; by embracing the — and relying 
on the bbedience of another?) 
- Ther. I find; my reaſon was a feeble guide, or 1 
myſelf not faithful to its genuine dictates. I was 
blinded with prejudice ; I was intoxicated with pride; 
— ä —— betrayed me, as I 
fear it has betrayed many, into a contempt of the e- 
vangelical righteouſneſs. — I held what I thought an 
Honour to human nature. I now retract my opinion. 
I now perceive, that, as my nature! ligbt could not 
diſcover the way, neither can my perſonal obedience put 
me in poſleſſion of life and falvation. My true glory, 
and real ineſs, I would henceforth derive from 
the bleſſed F ESU S. — No more banter, A/paſio :— 
have donc: I am ſerious, and very much in earneſt; 
ſo much in earneſt, that if all my acquaintance of the 
Phariſaical turn, or if all my brothers of the ſmile, 
ſhould rally me on the ſubject, i would frankly ac- 
knowledge my error, and as freely fign my recanta- 
tion. | . u N 
Aſp. My dear Theron, 1 your reſolution. 
You have no more cauſe to be aſhamed ef ſuch a 
practice, than Philip had to be aſbamed of the imper- 
fection in his limbs; when, being obſerved to go lame, 
with 2 wound received in battle, he had this conſola- 
tion ſuggeſted by one of his courtzers Never bluſh, 
t my Royal Sir, for a defect which puts you in mind 
* of your valaur, every ſtep Fi take.” To ſacrifice 
our prejudices in the ſearch of truth, is no leſs honour- 
able than to be marked with a ſcar in the defence of 
our country. 1 jeafantry. . Si 4 | y 
I beg pardon for my p Since yon axe fo 
very ferious, a gay air was quite nd" You 
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eannot often complain, that I am guilty of this fault. 
Nor can you eaſily imagine the ſatisfaction I thall en- 


joy, if either my letters or my 1 have admi- 


niſtered an advantag e to I ſhall note it 
down — the Ain ay rien bleſſings of my lite ; 
and have an 5 ditional obligation to love the benefi - 
cent AUTH OR of all good. 

But as I cannot be a furtherer of your happineſs 
without the greateſt delight, ſo 1 * be a witneſs 
of your ſolicitude without a painful regret. You mult 
therefore permit me to aſk the cauſe of that unuſual 
vehemence which I obſerve in your ſpeech, and of that 
deep concern which I read in your countenance. 

Ther. 1 have been conſidering tidy attentively, what 


is the preſent ſtate, and what is to be the final 
condition of my ſoul, 
= —.— —— My boper and fears 


Start ub alarm'd ; and &er lifts narrow verge 
Look dorwn—on what A fathomleſs abyſs, 
A vaſt eternity 


My ins, at the fame time, like an armed hoſt, 
are ſet u dreadful array, and ſurround me on every 
ſide.—Fuſtice, like an injured and incenſed foe, un- 
ſheaths the ſword, and makes a loud demand for ven- 
geance. — No ri hteouſneſs of m own preſents itſelf, 
to Which I may pl for refuge . Ihe method of ſalva· 
tion, in which I formerly confided, is a bridge, broken 
down ; and leaves me, without any poflibility of eſcape, 
abandoned to the approaching enemy. 

To a perſon in ſuch deplorable circumſtances, how 
reviving, how delightful, is the very thought of be- 
ing intereſted in the great REDEEMER's rightcout- 
neis L I don't wonder now at a ſaying of Luther? 8, 
which I have ſometimes exploded, as ſtrangely extra- 
vagant: "That, upon the diſcovery*6t-this glorious 
<* righteouſneſs, the gates of Paradiſe ſeemed to fly 
open ter and the dawn * heaven was 


6 * view. b. | | 
Taking 
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Talking in this manner, they came to an elevated 
terrace: Which, abGut an hour before, had been ſha- 
ved by the ſithe, and emitted all the freſhneſs of 
new-mown herbage. — On, one ſide, a fine champaigr 
country ſtretched its wide dimenſions.— On the other, 
.2 flower-garden exhybited the laſt ornaments of the 
year, —Here you might ſtill ſee the tufted vermilion, 
and the full-blown ivory, glittering through ſpangles 
of liquid cryſtal. —Fhere you t trace the foot- 
ſteps of the early cattle, by many a recent print on 
the dewy lawn, — On the walls and eſpaliers, autumn 
had ſpread her ſtores; and was beginning to beautify 
their rinds with many a ruddy /treat, or to breathe 
over their glofly ſkins 25 delicate and inimitabſe bloom. 
27. See, ſaid Aſpaſio, the wiſdom and benignity, 
ich, in amiable and inſeparable conjunction, diſplay 
themſelves through the whole ceconomy of the uni- 
verſe: GOD has. made every. thing beautiful in his 
time *; every thing ſeryiceable in its place. A little 
while ago, he WR meads delighted our eyes, and 
the melodious birds charmed our ears; now the taite- 
ful fruits are preparing their daintics ; and preſenting 
us with a_ collation, to regale our palate, —The whole 
earth, and all the ſeaſons, are rich with our CRE A- 
TOR. s goodneſs. Tea, the whole carth, and all that 
repleniſhes it, all that ſurrounds 3 it, ar full of his pre 
fence. H E it is, Who 
. Warms in the ſun, refreſhes. in the breeze, 
Claus in the ftars, and bloſſoms in tie tree; 
Lives through all life, extends through all extent, 
Spreads undivided, operates unſpent 4+, _', - 
An habitual belief of this truth, gives nature her 
lvelieſt aſpect, and lends her the moſt conſummate 
power to pleaſe. The breath of violets, and the'bluſh 
of roſes ; the muſic of the woods, and the meanders 
of the ſtream; the aſpiring hill, the extended plain, 
and all the decorations — the landſcape; then appear 
* Feel. i. 11. + PorE's Eth, iũ. 
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in their higheſt attractives; then touch the fout with 
the moſt refined fatisfattion ; when G OD is ſeen, —* 
when GOD is heard, —and G OD enjoyed in ll. 
= is Theron loſt in thought, and deprived of 
ſpeech? Is HE alone ſilent, while all things ſp 
their MAK E R's praife ? Does faith throw a ſhade 
over the works of creation? Does it not heighten 
their beauties, and enliven their graces ? The x: +0 
is the only true philoſopher ;, and the pleaſures of ima 
gination never acquire their proper rehfh, till they are 
ripened by the exercife of devotion; With this view 
then, ſince my friend forbears, let ne attempt to ſpeak; 
not to inereaſe his knowledge, but to cheriſh faith, 
and cultivate devotion in us both. 

The ſpacious canopy * over our heads, is painted 


Lit blue; and the ample carpet under dür cet. is 


tinged with green. "Theſe colours, by their n and 
chearing qualities, yield a perpetual refreſhment to che 
eye f. Whereas, had the face of nature gliſtered with 
white, or glowed with ſcarlet; fach ardent and daz - 
zling hues would, inſtead of exhilarating, have fa- 
tigued the ſight.— Beſides, as the ſeveral brighter co- 
lours are interſperſed, and form the pictures in this mag - 
nificent piece; the green and the blue conltifute an 


» 


„What Aſpaſſs calls the canopy, 1/aiah deferibes by 5 . 
Which we tranſlate as a cartain; but the exact ſigniſication is, & - 
cut tenue, vel tenuiſſimum quid; Like ſome ſigely-· att᷑nuated e - 
panſe. Not like the curtains or the covering of the tabernacle, 
which were goats hair and badgers ſkins, ſhaggy. and coarſe; 
but like ſome very fine membrane, ſmooth and elegant, nicely 
poliſhed and inimitably delicate. Than which compariſon no- 
thing can more perfectly correſpond with the aſpect of the ſky, 
J xl. 22, | > x" | "het 
— ' — — — — Cay green, 

Tho ſmiling nature's univerſal robe! , - 

United light and ſbade! where the ſight due lt, 

.. With growing flrength, and ever-new' delight. 
THoOMSON's Spring. 


admirable 
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admirable ground, which ſhews them all, in their high- 
eſt laſtre, and to the utmoſt advantage . 
_ Had the air been conſiderably 1 — A it would have 
dimmed the rays of the ſun, and darkened the chear- 
ful day; our tungs had been clogged in their vital 
ions; men bad been ſuffocated, without the 
ſtrangling nooſe ; or drowned, without the oyer- 
whelming food. — Was it ſeveral degrees more ſubtile, 
birds would not be able to win ir way through 
the firmament; nor could the clouds be ſuſtained in 
ſo attenuated an atmoſphere. It would elude the or- 
gans of reſpiration; we ſhould for breath, with. 
as much difficulty, and with as little ſucceſs, as filbes 
out of their native element, | 
The -ground alſo is wrought into the moſt proper 
temperature. Was it of a firmer conſiſtence, it would 
he impenetrable to the plough, and unmanageable by 
the ſpade. Was it of a laxer compoſition, it would 
be incapable of ſupporting its own furniture. The 
light mould would be ſwept away by whirling winds ; 
or the oozy glebe ſoaked into floughs by the deſcend- 
ing rains.»»Becauſe every ſituation ſuits not every 
plant; but that which is a nurſe to one, often proves 
a ſtepmother to others; therefore the qualities of 
the earth are fo "ny 1 ms as properly to 
accommodate every ſpecies of vegetation. We have 
2 variety of intermediate foils, from the /oo/e disjoint- 
ed ſand, to the fi coheſive clay; from the rough 
jections of the craggy cliff, to the ſoftly-ſwelling 
bed of the ſmooth parterre. | 3 np cog ; 
The ſea carries equal evidences of a moſt wiſe and 


If the reader has patience to go through the following eſ- 
ſay, he will find it in the iſſue, not altogether foreigu to the 
main ſubject.— If he pleaſes to confider it, as 2 kind of prac · 
tical comment, on that lovely celebration of providental good- 
neſs, His tender mercies are over all his works ;—this may poſ- 
ſibly alleviate the toil of -peruſing, and reconcile him to the 


length of the deſeant. 


gracious 
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cious ordination.— Was it larger, we ſhould want 
and for the purpoſes of paſturage, and the operations of 
huſbandry. We ſhould be deſtitute of ſuſſicient room 
for mines and foreſts; our ſubterranean warehoaſes; 
and our aereal timber-yards.— Was it fmallzr, it would 
not be capable of recruiting the {ky with a propre 
quantity of vaporous exhalations, nor of ſupplying 
the earth with the necellary quata of fructifying 


ſhowers, 


Do we not diſcern very apparent ſtrokes. of fill, 
and the moſt pregnant proofs of goodnels, in each in- 
dividual object? in the various tenants of the globe, 
and the ſeveral appurtenances of this great dwelling? 
—lt is needleſs to expatiate upon the more eminent 
and canſpicuous beauties; all that ine in the heavens, 
and all that /mz/es on the earth, Theſe ſpeak to every 
car, theſe ſhew to every eye, the adorablę munificence 
of their MAK ER,—It is needleſs to launch into the 
praiſes of the valleys, delicately clothed with herbage ; 
or of the fields, richly repleniſhed with corn, Even 
the ragged racks, which frown over the fload ; the 
caverned quarries, which yawn amidſt the land; toge- 
ther with the mountains, thoſe #apeleſs and enormous 
protuberances, which ſeem to load the ground, and 
encumber the ſkies ; oven theſe contribute their ſhare, 
to increaſe the general pleaſure, and augment the ge- 
ncral uſefulneſs, They variegate the proſpect; raiſe 
an agreeable harror an the beholder; and inſpire his 
breaſt with a religious awe: They add new charms to 
the wide level at our plains; and ſhelter, like a ſcreen, 
the warm lap of our yales, 15 3 

We are delighted with the ſolemu gloom, and mag - 
nificent aſpect, of the foreſt. One who ſaw the cedars 
of Lebanon, was tranſported with admiration at their 
ample trunks, and towering heads, their diſtuſive 
fpread, and verdant grandeur. Compared with 
which, the ſtately elm is but a reed; and the branch- 

Nit. ing 
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ing oak a mere ſhrub.— Was our fight qualified for 
the ſearch, we ſhould-diſcover a ſymmetry and a dignity, 
altogether as perfect, and far more Wonder fl, in 
thoſe groves of mos * which adhere to the rude ſtone. 
We ſhould contemplate,” with greater ſurpriſe, if not 
with greater rapture, thoſe inutive plantations, 
which ſtrike their haſty roots in the mouldy confec- 
— or wave their curious umbrage over the periſhed 

ickle f. 

Who is not charmed with the vine, and its gene- 
rous warming juices? with the melon, and its deli- 
cious cooling pulp? Vet, were all our trees to produce 
fruits of ſuch exalted qualities, or of ſuch an agreeable 
— hat would become of the birds / How ſmall a 
| of ſuch choice delicacies would voracious 
— reſign to their enjoyment ?—That proviſion may 
be made for the — vagrant of the air, as well as 
for the moſt renowned ſovereign of a nation; there is, 
in all places, a large growth of ſhrubs, covered annu- 
ally with a ner of coarſe and hardy berries: ſo 


2 See, bra proof of this remark, ts cxptanizion bf his 
tenth plate, in that very curious, very entertaining, and no leſs 
inſtructive piece, entitled, Micrographia Reſtaurata.— Where 
our author compares the ſize of this little vegetable, with the 
dimenſions of thoſe vaſt trees, which grow in the vigorous 
climates of Cuinen and Brazil. The trunks of which are, 
according to the report of travellers, twenty feet in diameter. 
Whereas, the body of this minute plant, meafures no more 
than the ſixtieth part of an inch. So that, upon a calcula- 
tion, the ne of the former exceeds that of the latter, 
2,985,984 ons ot times.— 80 prodi iouſl various are the 
2 the CREATOR. 3 

+ That whitiſh. kind of down, which ſhags the putrefying 
pickle, which incruſts the ſurface of ſome, corrupted liquors, 
and conſtitutes what we call mouldineſi, is really a cluſter of 
little plants. Each has a root and a ftalk : each {reads 1 its 
branches, and produces ſeed in abundance. 


Radiceſque ſuas habet, exilemgue coronam, * 8 
n.. fructumgue gerit, velut ardua QUErcus. 
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the diſtributions of property, or the improvements of in- 
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coarſe in theit taſte, that they are unworthy of the ac- 


ceptance of man; ſo hardy in their make, that they 


endure the extremeſt ſeverities of the weather, and 
furniſh the feathered tribe with a ſtanding repaſt, a- 
midſt all tie deſolations of winter. Tis 

The fir, with her ſilver bark, arid ſhapely cone; 
the beech , with her quivering leaves and embower- 
ing ſhade ; are ſtately decorations of our rural ſeats. 
But, if there were no entangling th:ictets, no prickly 
thorns, where would the farmer procure fences ſo 
cloſely wattled, or fo ſtrongly armed +? How could 
he guard the ſcene of his labours, or ſecure his vege- 
table wealth, from the flocks and the herds ; thoſe ro- 
ving plunderers, which accede to no: treaty, but that 
of forcible reſtraint 3 ſubmit to no laws, but thoſe ot 
the coercrve kind? | % ee 

Moſt people are fond of the purſlane's fleſhy leaves, 
and the ramified fatneſs of the brocoli; the potato's 


* The fr, the beech, and ſuch like trees, are called in He- 
brew, E997 If. vii. 19. Which word is rendered, but I 
think very improperly,” bu/bes. It rather fignifies the grand 
and moſt admired plants. It is intended as a contraſt to the 
coarſe and deſpicable chorns, mentioned in the preceding 
clauſe, And both taken together expreſs all ſorts of trees, 
from the towering cedar to the gfovelling ſhrub. - 

+ Something to this purpoſe is hinted in the prophecy of 
Iſaiah, by TO) VOY TN rerriculamentum ſentium et vepri- 
um; the terror of thorns and briers: meaning thoſe ſharp and 
ragged mounds, with which vineyards, corn-fields, and other 
cultivared ſpots, were uſually incloſed ; which deterred the moſt 
adventurous cattle from forcing, or attempting to force, a. pat-- 
ſage The words are ſomewhat obſcure, and have deen great« 
ly miſunderſtood. | But, thus interpreted, they afford an eaſy 
aſe, and perfectly coincide wich the context: implying, 
*« that- places, formerly fenced about with abundance of care, 
„ ſhould lie open, and expoſed: to every wandering foot: that 
e tillage ſhould be diſcontinyed ; and the whole country de- 
generate into a confuſed, diſorderly waſte, without either 


* duſtry.“ If. vii. 25, Vid. VIiTBING. in logs 4 £28.32 
Vor- III. Ne 14. | 
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mealy orbs, and the lentile's ſacculent pods. * We 
ſ2are no toil, we grudge no expence, to have thein 
flouriſh in our gardens, and ſerved up at our tables. 
But there are innumerable herbs, whach paſs under 
the contemptible character of tod; and yet are al- 
together as deſirable to many claſſes of creatures, as 
theſe culinary gitts to mankind. Who ſhall be at the 
pains to plant, to water, to cultivate, ſuch deſpicable 
productions? Man would rather extirpate, than propa- 
gate, theſe incumbrances of his acres. Therefore Pro- 
vidence vouchſafes to be their gardener. Providence 
has wrought off their feeds into ſuch a lightneſs of ſub- 
Kance, that they are carried abroad with the undula- 
tions of the air: or, if too heavy to be wafted by the 
breeze, they are faſtened to wings of down, which 
facilitate their flight; or elſe, are incloſed in a fpringy 
caſe, which, forcibly burſting, ſhoots and ſpreads 
them on every ſide. By ſome ſuch tneans, the repro- 
ducing principle is diſſeminated, the univerſal ary 
5s filled, and the univerſal board furniſhed. The buz- 
zing inſet, and the creeping worm, have each his 
hill of fare. Each enjoys 2 never-failing treat, equiva- 
lent to our fincit veniſon, or to the fat of kidneys 


CD 3 46614408 £1953 | 

As the ſeeds of ſome plants are moſt artfully ſcatter- 

ed abroad, when Tipe 3 the ſeeds of others are moſt 
they come to maturity; and, 


carefully guarded, 
by both contrivances, every ſpecies is not barely pre- 
: ®* Thr fat of kidneys of wheat, Deut. xxxii. 14. A ſentence 
rich wich elegance fuch as would have ſhone in Pindur, or 
deen admired by Longinus. Let, I believe, its principal beauty 
conſiſts, in an alluſion to a remarkable Jewsb rite. In every 
Aacrifice, the fat of che kidneys was, as the moſt delicious past 
of the victim, ſet apart for GOD, and conſumed on his altar. 


Here even the common people were treated like the DEITY. 


Th under no reſtraint, either from the divine prohibition, 
or the iey of Inn — copioully ſupplied, and 
freely regaled. themſelves with the chice fineſt of 'this 
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ſerved, but in a manner eternized. Some are lodged 
in the centre of a large pulp; which is, at once, their 
defence, and their nouriſhment. This we find exem- 
plified in the taſteful apple, and the juicy pear.—Some, 
beſides the ſurrounding pulp, are incloſed in a thick 
ſhell, hard and impenetrable as ſtone. We cannot pluck 
and eat one of thoſe downy peaches, or incrimſoned 
nectarines, which ſo beautifully emboſs the wall, with- 
out finding a proof of this precaution. <Calt your eye 
upon the walnuts, which ſtud the branches of that 
— tree. Before theſe are gathered, the in- 
creaſe of the cold, and the emptineis of the gardens, 
will ſharpen the appetite of the birds. To ſecure the 
fine kernel from the depredations of their buſy aſſail · 
ing Hilts, it is fortified with a ſtrong incle/ure ot wood, 
and with the addition of a diſguſtful bitter int. 

lf graſi was as ſcarce as the Guernſeylily, or as diſſi- 
cultly raiſed as the delicate tuberoſe, how certainly, 
and how fpeedily, muſt many millions of quadrupeds 
periſh with famine ! Since all the cattle owe their chief 
ſubiffence to this vegetable, by a ſingular beneficence 
inthe divine economy, it warteth not, like the corn-ficld 
and the gatden-bed, for the annual labours of man *. 
When once ſown, though ever ſo frequently oropped, 
it revives with the returning ſeaſon, and flouriſhes in 
a kind of perennial verdure. It covers our meadows, 
diffuſes itſelf over the plains, fprings up in every glade 
of the foreſt, and ſpreads a fide-beard in the {o- 
vegetables themſelves lies 
hid under the ſoil, or floats up and down in the air ; 
beneath, they plunge their roots +iato the ground, 
and difperſe every way their fibrous ſuckers, to ex- 
plore the latent, and attract the proper nouriihmeat ; 


above, expand 2 multitude of leaves 1. * 
a © theſe W e 
j es to er ot ve- 
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hke ſo many open months, catch the rains as they 
tall; imbibe the dews as they diſtil; and tranſmit 
them, through their nice — to the heart of the 
plant, or the lobes of the fruit. 


E have touched upon the inſenſible creation; and 
pointed out the care of a condeſcending Providence, 
exerciſed over theſe loweſt formations of nature.— 
The animal world, Theron, falls to your ſhare. It is 
yours to deſcant upon thoſe higher orders of exiſt- 
ence ; and ſhew us the goodneſs of GOD, extending 
its indulgent regards to them aud their intereſts, as 
tenderly, as officiouſy, as a hen ſpreadeth her wings * 
over her mfant brood. 

Ther. The ſubject is in good hands. Let part the 
ſecond be of the fame ſtrain with part the fir/t, and there 
will be no occafion to with for a new ſpeaker. As to 
myſelf, I have very little mclination to talk. But 1 
have an ear open and attentive to your diſcourſe. 

Aſp. You put me in mind of the philoſopher, who 
preſumed — a lecture on the art of war, in the 

ſence of Hannibal. But his impertinence was vo- 

tary, mine is conſtrained.— Since you injoin me this 
oſſice, let us paſs from the vegetable, to the animal 
world. Here we ſhall find no tribe, no individual 

neglected. - The ſuperior claſſes want no demonſtra- 
— of their excellent accompliſhments. At the firſt 
Flimpſe, they challenge our approbation, they com- 
mand our applauſe. Even the more ignoble forms of 
animated exiſtence are molt wiſely circumſtanced, and 
moſt liberally accommodated. -_ 
They all generate in that ſeaſon, which 
+s-ſure to ſupply them with a ſtock of proviſion, ſuf- 


getable fertiliry ; My root was ſpread out by the vaters, and 
the dew lay ail night upon my branch” Job xxix. 19. 
This ſeems to be the image uſed by the pſalmiſi, Pſal. cxlv. 
9. And a moſt N image, * a moſt pictureiquo 
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ficient both for themſelves, and their increaſing fami- 
lics.— The ſheep yean, when there is a protfuſion of 
nutrimental herbage on the foil, to fill their udders, 
and create milk for their lambs —The birds lay their 
eggs, and hatch their young, when myriads ot new- 
born, tender inſects ſwarm on every de: 10 that the 
caterer, whether it be the male or tcmale parent, needs 
only to alight on the ground, or make a little excur- 
lion into the air; and they find a feaſt ready drefled, 
and all at free coſt, for the clamant mouths at home. 
Their love to their offspring, while they continue 
in a helpleſs ſtate, is invincibly ſtrong. Whereas, the 
very moment they are able to ſhift for themielves ; 
when the parental affection would be attended with 
much ſolicitude, and productive of no advantage; it 
vaniſhes, as though it had never been.— The hen which 
marches at the head of her little brood, would fly in 
the eyes of a maſtiff, or even encounter a lion in their 
defence. Yet, within a few weeks, ſhe abandons her 
chickens to the wide world, and not ſo much as knows 
them any more, | 
If the GO D of [ſrael inſpired Bezaleel and Abaliab 
with wiſdom, and underſtanding, and knowledge in all 
manner of workmanſhip * ; the G O D of nature has in- 
ſtructed the wild and warbling inhabitants of the 
bough.—The i“, with which they erect their houſes, 
and- adjuſt their apartments, is inumitable. I he caus 
tion, with which they fecrete their abodes from the 
teaching eye, or intruding foot, is admirable. No 
general, though fruitful in expedients, could plan a 
more artful concealment. No architect, with his rule 
and line, could. build ſo commodious a lodgment. 
Give the moſt celebrated artificer the ſame materials, 
which theſe weak and unexperienccd creatures ute ; 
let a Jones, or a De Metvre, have only ſome rude ftraws 
or ugly ſticks; a few bits of dirt, or ſcraps of hair; 
2 ſorry lock of wool, or a coarſe ſprig of moſs ; and 
| * Exod. XXXI. 3+ % Wt*: AEST 
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what works, fair with delicacy, or fit for ſervice, 


could they uce? 


We extol the commander, who knows how to take 
advantage of the ; who can make the ſun and 
wind fight for him, as well as his troops; and, by 
e-ery circumſtance, embarraſſes the forces of the ene- 
my, but expedites the action, and advances the fuc- 
ceis of his own, Does nat this praiſe belong to our 
feathery leaders? who pitch their tent, or (if you pleaſe) 


fix their penſile camp, on the dangerous ches that 


wave aloft in the air, or dance over the eddies of the 
ſtream. By which judicious diſpoſition, the vernal 
gales rock their cradle, and che murmuring waters 
jull their young; while both concur to terrify the 
thepherd, and Keep the ſchoolboy at a trembling di- 
ſtance. Some hide their little houſehold from view, 
amidſt the ſhelter af entangled furze, Others remove 
it from reach, in the centre of a thorny thicket. And, 
by one ftratagem or another, they are generally as ſe- 
cure and unmole/ted in their feeble habitations, as the 
foxes, which entrench themſelves deep in the earth, 
or as the conies, which retire to the rock for their * 
Ik the flven has large ſweeping wings, and a copi- 
ous ſtock of feathers, to ſpread ro — Bro ff 
the wren mgkes up by contrivance, what is deficient 
in her bulk.—-Small as ſhe is, the intends + to bring 
ANTE forth, 
Prov. xxx, 26. 

+ Afſpaſio has ventured to ſay, She intends; —and one is al- 
moſt tempted to think, from the preparation which the little 
creature makes, that ſhe had really fat down, and counted the 
coſt, and coneerted her ſcheme. As though ſhe bad delibera- 
ted with herſelf :—< I ſhall lay, not a couple of eggs, but near 
« a ſcore. From theſe I am to produce a houſe full of young. 
« But how ſhall I have warmth (unleſs art ſupply what na- 


« ture has denied) ſufficient to hatch the embrios, or cheriſh the 
«& infants? — The truth, 1 believe is, that in all her ſeeming 


foreſight, and, d icum pc behaviour, the ads he knows ror 
k. + 85 What. 
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forth, and will be obliged ta nurſe up, a very nume- 
rous ſue. Therefore, with the correcteſt judgment 
the deſigns, and with indefatigable aſſiduity finiſhes, 
a neſt proper far her purpaſe. It is a neat rotund, 
jengthened into an u battomed and vaulted with 4 
i: concave. To preſerve it from rain, it has ſeve - 
ral coatings of moſa; to defend it from cald, it hag 
but one window, and only a ſingle door; to render 
it both and comfortable, it has carpets and 
bangings of the ſofteſt inelt down, —By the help of this 
curious manſion, our little lady becomes the mother 
of multitudes. The wivitying heat of her body is, du- 
ring the time of incubation, - exceedingly augmented. 
Her houſe is like an oven, and greatly aſſiſts in hatch» 
ing her young. Which no ſœoner burſt the ſhell, 
than they find themſelves ſcreened from the annoyancg 
of the weather; and moſt agreeably amidit 
the ornaments of a palace, and the of a bagnio. 


Perhaps, we have been accuſtomed: to lock upon 
the inſects, as ſo many rude ſcraps of creation, and to 
rank them amongſt the refuſe of things. Whereas, 
if we examine without prejudice, and with a 
little attention, they will appear ſome of the moſt po- 
liſhed pieces of divine workmanſhip. Many af them 
are decked with a profuſion af finery, Their eyes are 
an aflemblage * of microſcopes ; whole mechaniſm is 

TT incunceivahly 


what, Only ſhe acts what eternal wiſdom knows to be neceſſary, 
and what all-condeſcendipg 28 prompts her to perform. 
The commonly fly, for inſtance : who is ſuxrounded with 
2 multitude of dangers, and has neither ſtrength to · veſiſt her 
enemies, nor a place of retreat to ſecure herſelf. For which 
reaſon, ſhe had need to be very vigilant, and always upon 
her guard. Yet her head is ſo fixed, that it is incapable of 
turning, in order to obſerve what „either behind or a- 
round her. Providence therefore, ſurpriſingly wiſe in iis con- 
trivances, and equally bountiful in its gifts, has furniſhed hee, 
pot barely with a retinue, but with more than a {egion of eyes. 
SHEN | U 4 Inſomuch, 
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inconceivably nice, and finiſhed in the higheſt perfec+ 
tion. Their dreſs has all the variety and luſtre of co- 
lours : it 1s ſet with an arrangement of the moſt bril- 
liant gems, and bordered with fringes richer far than 
the moſt coſtly ſilks. Their wings are the fineſt ex- 
panſions imaginable ; cambric is mere canvaſs, and 
lawn is coarſe as ſackcloth, compared with thoſe ini- 
mitable webs. The 6 2 which incloſe their wings, 
glitter with the moſt gloſſy varniſh ; are ſcooped into 
ornamental flutings; are ſtudded with radiant ſpots; 
or pinked with elegant holes. Not any among them 
but are equipped with weapons, or endued with dex- 
terity, which qualify them to ſeize their prey, or eſcape 
their foe; to diſpatch the buſineſs ot their reſpective 
itation, and enjoy the pleaſures of their particular con- 
dition. | | - "TH 
Now I am in a talking humour, give me leave to 
celebrate the endowments, and aſſert the honours of 
my puny clients; yet not ſo much to ſupport their 
credit, as to magnify their all-gracious CREATOR. 
— What if the elephant is diſtinguiſhed by a huge pro- 
boſeis * His meaneſt relations of the reptile line are 
furniſhed with curious anterne ; remarkable, if not 
for their -enormous magnitude, yet for their ready 
flexibility, and acute ſenſation : by which they explore 
their way, even in the darkeſt road; they diſcover and 
avoid whatever might defile their neat apparel, or en- 
danger their tender lives. 05 

Every one admires that majeſtic creature the gg, 
his 1 head, and ample cheſt ; his arching neck, 
and flowing mane; his cleanly-turned limbs, and fine- 


ly-adjuſted motions. With extraordinary agility, he 


Inſomuch, that a ſingle fly is ſuppoſed to be miſtreſs of no leſs 
than eight thouſand : every one of which is lined with a diſ- 
tinct optic nerve.— By means of this coſtly and amazing appa- 
ratus, the little creature ſecs on every ſide, with the utmoſt caſe 
and with inſtantaneous ſpeed; even without any motion of the 
eye, or any flection of the neck. | 

4 | flings 
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flings himſelf-over the ditch ; and, with a rapid career, 
pours himſelf * through the plain. With unwearied 
application, he carries his rider from one end of the 
country to another ; and, with undaunted bravery, 
ruſhes into the fierceſt rage, and amidſt the thickeſt 
havock of the battle.—Yet the graſbapper ſprings with 
2 bound altogether as briſk, if not more unpetuous. 
—The ant, in proportion to its ſize, is equally nimble ; 
equally ſtrong; and will climb precipices, which the 
moſt courageous courler dares not attempt to ſcale. — 
If the nail is flower in her motions, ſhe is under no 
neceflity of treading back the ground which ſhe has 
paſſed ; becauſe her houſe is a part of her travelling- 
equipage ; and whenever ſhe departs, ſhe is ſtill under 
her own roof; where-ever ſhe removes, is always at 


home, 


The eagle, tis true, is privileged with pinions that 


outſtrip the wind. Elevated on which, the looks 


down on all that ſoars; and ſees flying clouds, and 
{training wings far below: her optic nerve ſa ſtrong, 
that it meets and ſuſtains the dazzling beams of noon; 
her wide-ſfurveying glance ſo keen, that, from thoſe. 
towering heights, it diſcerns the ſmalleſt fiſh, which 
ſculks at the bottom of the river. Vet neither is that 
poor outcaſt, the grovelling and gloomy mole, diſre- 
garded by divine providence. Becauſe ſhe is to dig a 
cell in the earth, and dwell, as it were, in a perpetual 
dungeon, her paws ſerve her for a pickaxe and ſpade. 
Her eye, or rather her viſual ſpeck, is ſunk deep into 
a ſocket, that it may ſuffer no injury from her rugged 
ſituation: it requires but a very ſcanty communica» 
tion of light, that ſhe may have no reaſon to complain 
of her darkling abode. I called her ſubterranean ha- 


* Pours him/elſ—This is Feremiah's beautiful and expreſſive 
phraſe, NYU DVI chap. viii. 6. Which Virgil has bæen am- 
bitious to imitate | 
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bitation a dan and ſome people, perhaps, may 
think it a grave. nene expr jon. If 
Yields her all the fafety of a fortified caſtle, and all the 
* Bren th of a decorated grot 

Peder, thenet h abborred by mankind, 1s 
8 all — — She is to 
—— upon plunder; to elf, by trapanaing 
the idle, — untering 45. Suitably to 
ſuch an occupation, ſhe poſſeſſes a bag of glutinous 
moiſture: From this ſhe ſpins a clammy thread, and 
weaves it into a tenacious net. Expert as any practiſed 


ſportſman, ſhe always ſpreads it in tho moſt opportune 
places. 


Senſible * — {> . would create hor- 
ror, and deter the prey approaching the ſnare, 
when watching for „ the retires — lighr ; but 
conſtantly — Wi in diſtance, ſo as to receive the 
very firit 2 of what pafſes in the Hy and 
be ready to launch, ok, without a moment's delay, upon 
the ſtruggling captive. And what is very able, 
when winter -chills the world, and no — inſects 
ramble amidſt the air, foreſeeing that her labour 
would be vain, ſhe diſcontinues ber work, and aban · 
dons her ſtand. 

I muſt by no means forget the little monarchy, 
which inhabits the hive. The bees are to fublaſt, not 
as a lawleſs banditti, but as a regular community, 
*Tis theirs to earn a decent livelihood by honeſt indu- 
{try ; not to glut themſelves with carnage, or enrich 
themſelves by rapine. For which reaſon, they are ac» 
tuated by an invariable inclination to ſociety. Ihe 
the trueſt notions of domeſtic c οοmy, — 
ve enacted the wiſeſt laws for government. 
— Their indulgent CREATOR has made them a 
t of all nec implements, both for conſtruct- 
ing their combs, and for their honey. They 
have each a * veſſel with which they bring 
home ther collected ſweets; and they have all the 


moſt — ſtorehouſes, in which they W 
eir 


tion: and, what is far 
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their delicious wares.— Though made for peace, 
know how to uſe the ſword. 0 — i eeges — 
with the utmoſt reſolution and intrepidity, — arms 
are requiſite to guard their wealth, or repel their foes. 
— Without going through a courſe of botany, they 
can readily diſtinguiſh every plant, Cone is moſt like- 
ly to yield the materials p their buſineſs. 
Without ſerving an — ms on in the laboratory, 
they are complete practitioners in the art of —— 
and reſinement. They are aware, without borrowin 
their information from an almanac, that the vern 
gleams, and ſummer ſuns, continue but for a ſeaſon. 
Mindful of this admonition , they improve to the 
utmoſt every ſhmin ng | hour; and lay up à ſtock of 
balmy treaſures, ſuſſicient to ſupply Pr whole ſtate, 

till the bloſſoms open afreſh, and their flowery har- 
ade; boaſt, if he pleaſes, his el 

Let the peacock , his t 

knot and foley mien is neck. ndarmet with weryion 
dies, and his train beſpangled with a round of ſtars. 
—Yet let him know, that the deſpiſed butterfly, and 
oven the loathed caterpillar, diſplay an attire no leſs 
3 and wear ornaments, altogether 
tel? if pat quite © maguiſicent. — be i 
ſtate on that lordly bird She ſhines in miniature on 
the vulgar inſect. I the maſter of this lower crea - 
tion ennobled with the powers of reaſon * The mean- 
eſt claſſes of ſenſitive exiſtence are endued with the 


faculty of inſtinft : which gives them a ſagacity, that 


is neither derived from tion, ace vas Hark 
ſinithings of experience: which, without a tutor, 
teaches them ſkill ; and enables thee; 
without a pattern, to perform every needful « 


more ſurpriſing, never 
them, either into erroneous — or pernicious 


* Venturaque hyemis memores, aftate laberem | 
 Experiuntur, et in medium quaſita repenunt. Vine, 
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practices ; never fails them, in the niceſt or moſt ar- 
duous of their undertakings. 


Can you have patience to follow me, if I ſtep into 
a different element, and juſt viſit the watery world *— 
Not one among the innumerable myriads, which ſwim 
the boundleſs ocean, but is watched over by that ex- 
alted eye, whole {mules irradiate the heaven of heavens. 
Not one, but is ſupported by that almighty hand, 
which crowns angels and archangels with > 4 the 
condeſcending G O D has not on created, but beau- 
tified them. He has given the moſt exact proportion 
to their ſhape, the gayeſt colours to their ſkin, and a 
poliſhed ſmoothneſs to their ſcales. Ihe eyes of ſome 
are furrounded with a ſcarlet circle; the back of o- 
thers is diverſified with crimſon ſtains. View them, 
when they glance wa re ſtream, or while they are 
freſh from their native e; and the burniſhed ſilver 
is not more bright, the radiant rainbow is ſcarce more 
glowing, than their vivid, gliſtering, 1 hues. 

Yet, notwithſtanding the finery of their apparcl, 
we are under painful — wk for their welfare, 
How can the poor creatures live, amidſt the ſuflo- 
cating waters As they have neither hands nor feet, 
how can they help themſelves, or how eſcape their 
enemies? — We are ſoon freed from our fears by ob- 
ſerving, that they all poſſeſs the beneficial, as well as 
ornamental furniture of fins. Theſe when expanded, 
like maſts above, and ballaſt below, poiſe their Yoating 
bodies, and keep them ſteadily upright. — We cannot 
forbear congratulating them on the Hexible play, and 
vigorous activity of their tails ; with which they ſhoot 
themſelves through the paths of the ſea, more -Fwiftly 
than fails and oars can watt the royal yacht. But we 
are loſt in wonder, at the exquiſite contrivance, and 
delicate formation of their ge: by which they are 
accommodated, even in that denſe medium, wita the 


power of breathing, and the benefits of reſpiration. 
71 A 


* & - 
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A piece of mechaniſm this, indulged to the meaneſt 
of the fry ; yet ſurpaſſing, infinite y ſurpaſſing, in the 
fineneſs of its ſtructure, and the fehcity of its opera- 
tion, whatever is curious in the works of art, os com- 
modious in the palaces of princes. 

Ther. Some perſons, Aſpaſio, have the art of giving 
dignity to trivial, and ſpirit to jejune topics. I cannot 
but liſten, with a pleaſed attention, to your diſcourſe, 
though it deſcends to the loweſt ſcenes, and meaneſt 
productions of nature.— To make fuch philoſophical 
remarks, was uſually my province; to add the reli- 

ious improvemen —— But my thoughts, at pre- 
ent, are wholly taken up with the conſideration of 
my SAVIOUR's righteouſneſs. I can hardly turn my 
views, or divert my ſpeech, to any other ſubject. All 
thoſe amiable appearances of the external creation, 
which L was wont to contemplate with rapture, afford 
but a languid entertainment to my mind. — Till my 
intereſt in this divine REDEEMER is aſcertained, 
the ſpring may bloom ; the ſummer ſhine ; and autumn 
ſwell with fruits: but it will be winter, chearleſs, gloo- 
my, deſolate winter in my ſoul. 

Aſp. You ſay, Theron, you attended to my curfory 
hints. Then your own ſuperior- diſcernment could 
not but perceive, how every part of the exterior world 
is adjuſted, in the moſt excellent and gracious man- 
ner.—Not the coar/e 1 piece of inactive matter, but 
bears the impreſs of its MAK E R's faſhioning ſkill, 
— Not a ſingle creature, however 1 t, but ex- 
hibits evident demonſtrations of his providential care. 
—His hand is liberal, profuſely liberal, to all that 
breathes, and all that has A being: | 
Let me only aſk ;—and to introduce this queſlion 
with the greater propriety, to give it a more forcible 
energy on our minds, was the principal deſign of the 
preceding remarks ;—let me aſk, Does GOD+ take cate 
for oxen Is hea generous benefactor to the meaneſt 

1 Cor. ix. 9. '< 
el 
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animals, to the loweſt reptiles ? Are his munificent re- 
gards extended farther ſtill, and vouchſafed even to 
the moſt worthleſs v ? And ſhall they be with- 
held from you, my dear friend, and from mes. Not 
one among all the numberleſs productions, which tread 
the ground, or ſtand rooted to the foil, wants any 
convenience, that 1s pe for its reſpective ſtate, 
And will his heavenly FATHER deny Theron, what is 
ſo to his preſent comfort, and his final hap» 
pineſs? Impoſſible * ! | | 

Wer. I with for, but I can hardly hope to partake 
of, that ſpiritual bleſſing ; which always included 
my whole happineſs, and now ingroſſes my whole 

Aſp. Nat hope to partake of ! =» What foundation, 
what ſhadow of pretence, has this deſponding temper, 
either 1n reaſon, or an ſcripture? Is it not evident 
from the whole book of revelation ; is it not apparent, 
through the whole compaſs of nature, that the al- 
mighty LORD, ho governeth the world with 


* I know not how to forbear tranſcribing a paragraph, from 
one of. bor periodical papers; which contains a propoſal for 
ng natural philoſophy to the capacity of children: wiſh- 
ing, at the ſame time, that the ingenious author would en- 
large his ſketch into a treatiſe ; and execute the plan, which 
he has fo judicbufly projected, and of which he has given us 
ſo delicate a ſpecimen. | y 
After fome remarks on che ſagacity of birds, their induſtry, 
and other ſurpriſing properties, he adds; -s ir for birds, O 
* LORD, that thou haſt joined together fo many miracles, 
0 which they have no knowledge of ? Is it tor men who give 


* no attention to them? Is it for the curious, who are ſatis - 


_ © fied with admiring, without raiſing their thoughts to thee ? 
& Or is it not rather viſible, that thy deſign has been to call 
* us to thyſelf, by fuch a ſpectacle? to make us ſenſible of thy 
„ providence and infiaite wiſdom; and to fill us with confidence 
«-m thy bounty, who watcheſt, with ſo much care and render- 
** neſs, over birds, though wo of them are ſold but for a 
« farthing?” 1 

I „ the 


* 
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« the palm of his hand *,” is remote, infinitely remote 
from a niggardly diſpoſition ? He not only provi- 
deth for the wants, but even /atisfeth the defire of e- 


living thing +. | 
Don that ſtately kene which are now the 
principal ornament of the garden. They have no 
tongue to requeſt the leaſt favour. Vet the ever - gra- 
cious MAKER clothes them from his own wardrobe, 
and decks them with exquiſite beauty.—Obſerve the 
young ravens, Which ſit careleſsly croaking on yonder 
boaghs. Do they cry t for food? It is in hoarſe in- 
articulate accents. Yet the all · ſupporting GOD over- 
looks their ignorance; hears meaning in their noiſe ; 
and ſupplics their every need from his own ſponta- 
neous bounty.— If he accommodates the former, tho 
incapable of aſking ; if he attends to the latter, though 
inſenſible of their benefactor; can he di/regard our 
preſſing wants? will he rezeZ our earneſt petitions? 
eſpecially, when we ſeek ſuch guns and exalted gifts, 
as it is both his delight and his honour to beftow ? . 

O! my friend, 2 e 
and look away every diſquieting 0 

Ther. Did you inquire what pretencel have for thisde- 
ſponding temper? Alas! Ihave more than a pretence. 
I have a reaſon; a reaſon too obvious; my great un- 
evort hineſs / 521 of | 3 

Aſp. Pray, where was the worthineſs of the ſtiſf- 
necked 1/raztites Let the LORD dare them, and car- 
ried them, all the days of old . Where was the worthi> 
neſs of Saul the blaſphemer ? Yet the hleſſed FESUS 
made him a choſen veſſel, and ſet him as a ſignet on 
his right hand. —You deſerve nothing at the hand af 
GOD our SAVIOUR. Neither did brethren 
deſerve any kindneſs from the viceroy of Egypt. Yet 
he delivered them from famine, who ſold him to ſlave- 
ry. He ſettled them in the choiceſt territories, who 
caſt him into the horrible pit. He ſhewed himaſclf a 

* Fcclus xviii. 3. fal. gxlv. 16. 
+ Pfal. cxlvii. 9. II. Rü 9. 
friend 
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friend and a father to thoſe unnatural relations, who 
were his actual betrayers, and his intentional murder. 

ers.—And can you perſuade yourſelf, will you har- 
dis a ſuſpi Gon, that CHRIST is leſs compaſhonate 
than Jeb? Shall a frail mortal outvie EMMANUEL 
in beneficence ? | 

Ther. Is not fome righteouſneſs of our own indiſpen- 
ably required, in order to our participation of the 
righteouſneſs of CHRIST? | 

Aſp. Yes, ſuch a righteouſneſs as the Samaritan wo- 
man , and Zaccheus the publican poſſeſſed; or ſuch 
= the Philippian jailor, and the Proll, te Corinthians 

t boaſt +.—Zaccheus was a man of infamous cha- 
bor „ and chief among the extortioners. The jailor 
Was a barbarous ecutor, and in purpoſe a ſelf · mur - 
derer. Yet our LORD ſays of the former, This day, 
without injoining any courſe of previous preparation, 
1s ſalvation come to thine houſe J. St Paul directs the 
latter, without inſiſting upon any antecedent righ- 
teouſneſs, to believe on the LORD JESUS 
CHRIST; and aſſures the poor alarmed inner, 
that, in ſo doing, he ſhould be ſaved ||. 

"So that nothing is required, in order to our parti- 
cipation of CHRIST and his benefits, but a convic- 
tion of our need, a ſenſe of their worth, and a will- 
ingneſs to receive them in the appointed way; receive 

them, as the freeſt of gifts, or as matter of mere 
2 Come, and take freely 5 is our MAS TE R's 

ane, b hi without ſtaying to acquire any graceful 
his meaning. 
Ther. Surely, to come without any holineſs, with- 
out any decent preparative, muſt be a groſs indignity 
to the divine F ESUS. Whoever prefents a peti- 
tion to any carthly ſovereign, will think it —_— 
neceſſary, not to appear ina ER deſhabille, mu 


# Joha 1 iv. 18, +1 Cor. vi. 9. 10: - f Luke Rix. 9. 
1 Ad xvi. 1 55 1 Rev. Nö. 17. 10 
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leſs in filthy raiment. Does not our LOR D himſelf, 
ia the parable of the wedding-garment, inculcate this 
very point, and caution us againſt a preſumptuous 
approach ? | A ha 3 

475 in the parable you mention, CHRIST is 
both the bridegroom, the feaſt, and the wedding-gar- 
ment . And v/v ate invited to an union with this 
Bridegroom ? to be gueſts at this feaſt? to be ar- 
rayed with this wedding-garment ?—The meſſengers 
are ſent, not to the manſion-houſes of the rich, or t 
palaces of the mighty; but to the highways and bed. 

es : where miſery mourns ; and poverty pines ; and 
ſeneſs hides her head.— To whom is their meſſage ad- 
dreſſed ? To the poor, the aimed, the halt, the blind } : 
ons who have no amiable or recommending en- 
dowments, but every loath/ome and diſguſtſul property. 
Yet theſe (mark the paſſage, my dear friend; mark 
well the encouraging circumſtance) theſe are not only 
not forbidden, but entreated,—importuned,—1nd by 
Ul the arts of perſuaſion, by every weighty or win- 
ing motive, compelled to come in—And after all this, 
ſurely, it cannot be an act of preſumption to accept, 
but muſt be a breach of duty to refuſe the invitation. 

Ther. You take no notice of the man, who was found 
without a wedding-garment : which is by far the moſt 
alarming incident, and that which gives mie no ſmall 
r „ | 

Aſp. And does my Theron take proper notice of the 
divine declaration? I have prepared my dinner, lays the 
KING eternal. A// things are ready f. Whatever 
« is neceſſary for the juſtibeation, the holineſs, the 
e complete falvation of ſinners, is provided in the 
merit and the grace of my S ON. Let them come 
* therefore, as to a nuptial banquet ; and freely ell» 


Matth. xxii. 11. Het veftit oft juftitia CHRIST. 
BENGEL? in loc. | 

+ Luke xiv, 21. | t Matth. axil. 4. 
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«. joy. my munificence ; and feaſt their ſouls with the 
« royal proviſion.” 5 
The man without a weddin 8 * — 
ſpecious ſuperficial profeſſor; who is calle 8 
name, a has never put on CHRIST FESUS by 
faith —S$hall I tell you more plainly whom this cha- 
racter repreſents? You yourſelf, my dear Theron, was, 
ſome months ago, in the ſtate of this unhappy crea- 
ture, - when you truſted in yourſelf, and thought 
highly of your own, thought meanly of your 8 AVI. 
OV R's righteouſneſs, 
I congratulate my friend, on his happy deliverance 
from ſo dangerous a condition. You and I are now e 
like the returning prodigal. Let us remember, that Wſ - 
he came with no recommendation, either of dreſs, of Il ., 
perſon, or of character. None but his nakedneſs, his 
miſery, and an acknowledgment of vileneſs, which fr 
had every aggravating, not one extenuating circum- b 
ſtance. Yet he was received,—received with inex- 
2 indulgence ; and clothed with that firſt, that IU 
ha 
0 


„ SS w_CQS &a4 


, that divineſt robe *, the righteouſneſs of F ESU 
CHRIST. 
Let us accuſtom ourſelves to conſider this incompa-  (-, 
rable robe, under its evangelical character. It is not 
a matter of bargain, nor the ſubject of ſale, but a deed | 
of Fi, The gf of righteouſneſs, ſays the apoſtle. M «+ 
An we all know, are not to be purchaſed, but re- ¶ fer 
[4 


Der. Is nothing then, nothing to be done on our 
part ?—no heavenly-mindedneſs to be exerciſed ? no 
victory ones „ luſts gained ? no fruits of ſanctiſica- 
uc | RT IC 

_ Aſp. Theſe legal apprehenſions! how cloſely they 
cleave to my Theron's mind! But, I hope, the word 
of G OD, which pierceth to the dividing aſunder the 
foul and. ſpirit, will give the ſevering blow. —And 
|? as 2 begs 22. Tome gray. 
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* I what ſays that ſacred word ? It deſcribes the guſpel, as 
a coil or teſtament * and all its glorious blefſings, as 
HKacies bequeathed by the dying FE SU 8:— When 
ous old acquaintance Charicles left yau a handſome 
cegacy ; what did you de to eſtabliſh your title, and 
make it your own ? * 
Ther, My title was pre · eſtabliſhed by my friend's do- 
nation. I had nothing to do, but to claim, to accept, 
and to poſſeſs. | 
Aſp. Do the very ſame in the preſent caſe. They 
who believe, are heirs, undoubted herrs of - righ- 
trufneſs whith is by faith .- Sure you cannot ie, 
I% HRIS my 22 is lefs ſincere, 5 
at CHRIST donations are leſs valid, than thoſe of 
of an earthly teſtat o. R 
1s Ther, This illuſtration hardly reaches the point. 1 
ch ppeak not of doing any ching, by way of merit, but 
by way of qualification. 
** Ap. If eie be any qualification, I think it is our 
at ¶ extreme indigence. This indeed it will be proper to 
s have; and this, I preſume, you are not without. 
Other qualification, neither reaſon preſcribes, nor 
a” ſcripture requires. | 


Reaſon preſcribes no ot her. The gifts of the — 


le. * Heb. ix. 16. 1). This notion not only runs through the 
re · ¶ ſcriptures, but ſtands conſpicuous even in their wary, "At 
War are they called? Tyz-OLD and TM New TEsTA- 
ur MEN T.— What, is e teſtament : An authentic deed, in which 
no eſtues are trauſmined, and legacies bequeathed. Iu other te- 
62 ſtaments, ſome ,carthly poſſeſſion; in this, the heavenly patri- 
wony, even all the riches of grace; and the everlaſting inheri - 
tance of gloty. Did we conſider the ont nat in this light, it 
jeh would de a moſt engaging invitation, to ſearch them with aſ- 
rd fiduity and pleaſure. What child is willing ta continue igno- 
the rant of a deceaſed parent s laſt will and teſtamem? Who docs 
.nd rot cover to know, what honours, hereditaments, and wealth, 
ce olre to his enjoyment, by ſuck an intereſting and venerable 
| convefance? | ? ö 
. X 2 ternal 
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ternal SOVEREIGN are intended, not to re- 


cognize our imaginary worth, but to aggrandize our 
views of his mercy and _ To anſwer ſuch a de- 
ſinn 


, the unwortay and ers. are — 
= are the only qualified perſons. NF 
Scripture requires no ether. The ever-merciful 8 A- 
VIOUR ſays not, They are 2 for my me- 
rits; they have no valuable or acquirements. 
But this is his tender complaint; Nr h will not come to 
me, juſt as they are; with all threiv ins-about them; 
with all their guilt upon them; that they may have 
life *—Pray, take notice of this text and you will 
ſee things iced in a new light, ranged in a new or- 
der. — and a victory 
over our luſts, are not ſo much the qualities which he 
requires, as the bleſſings which he will confer. 
bas 
C 


: Ther. © The unworthy and ſinners, the an 
« ed!” of this expreſſion I cannot but take parti 
notice Then Fudas ſhould ſtand in the firſt rank of 

qualified perſons; and the devout centurion, whoſe 

prayers and alms had come up as a memorial 1 60 

was: thereby unqualified for the favour of heaven. 

Aſp. If you obſerved my expreſſion, I ſpoke in the 

manner; 2 — rather than 
advanced an aſſertion. If there be any qualification, 
this is the only one. But, {trictly ſpeaking, there is 
no ſuch thing. The impulſive or inclining cauſe of 
it G 0 D's tavour ſhewn, of al GO 's goodneſs 

Exerciſed, is from the creature? No; but from Him- 

ell, himſelf aloe. He has mercy, not becauſe this 

ar that perſon is amiable, is meet, or qualified, but h- 

eauſe he will have mercy—And as for our need cf 

mercy and reconciliation, ariſing from our ſinfulneſs, 
this can no more conſtitute a real qualification for the 


bleſſings, than an act of rebellion can 7 for the 


firſt honours of the ſtate. 
But this we muſt-allow, that ſuch need, fuch miſe- 
John v. 40. "ES 
3 ry, 
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ry, ſuch ſinfulneſs, illuſtrate the Nen and manifeſt 
the riches of e. And this we ſhould never for- 
gets that G O D's firſt and leading purpoſe, in all his 
avourabie. diſpenſations to — man, is, to 
ſtrate the ſovereiguty, and advance the glory of his 
—The LO RK D, promiſing avery extraordinary 
— {es to Iſrael, ſays, Not far your ſakes, be it 
hnown unto you, de I this * ſignal att of kindneſs — 
What then is the inducement ? We find it in the fob 
lowing declaration; J, even I am HE, that bletteth out 
— tranſgreſſions for my own ſake +, and according to the 
good pleaſure of my will. What is che end of all? It is 
FOR THE PRAISE OF THE GLORY OF HTS GRACE ft, A pro- 
per motto this, for all the diſplays of divine goodneſs 
to ſinful men. It has been inſcribed by the hand of f 
truth and inſpiration. Time and eternity, inſtead of 
— the lines, will only ſtamp them deeper, and 
them wider. 
ber. This is ſuch a gift re be intereſted in all 
the merits of CHRIST! To have his immaculate 
righteouſneſs imputed to my foul !—So that from 
henceforth there ſhall be no fear of condemnation, 
but a comfortable 32 of freeſt love, and a de- 
lightful n of — glory 
22 If this rich donation ſurpaſs your very thoughts, 
and fill you with grateful aſtoniſhment; it is ſo much 
the wr xy to diſplay, what the ſcripture very 
emphatically ſtyles, the abundant, the ſuperabundart, 
the wu ki vans grace of our GO D.—G O D 
| * Ezek. XXXVI. 32 
+ lin. 25. "Jo? Far fo-ewns Jobs. Which teaches us, 


mat GOD, — nothing in the creature, is the original, en- 


tire, ſale cauſe of all grace and eyery gracious vouchſafement. 


It is not onl him, 5 Ia through him, but to him; for che 


honour of his isn perfections, that we are pardoned, AC- 
rep ſaved.” ; 
t Eph. i. 6. 


n 2 Cor. ix. 14. eee. Row. 
r IO EW. 2 Tim. i. "4; 
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hath pleafure in the proſperity of his ſervants. He is 
a boundleſs ocean of love; — flowing, yet abſolute- 
ly inexhauſtible. See ! what an innumerable variety 
of benefits are tranſmitted from yonder ſun, to glad- 
den all the regions of nature! Yet the ſun is but a 
Hari; its higheſt ſplendor, no more than a ſhade ; its 
uninterrupted and moſt profuſe communications of 
light, a poor diminutive ſcantling ; *companee with the 
riches of | Aivine benignity. 

I be ſervant in the parable, who owed ten thouſand 
talents, craved only ſome merciful forbearance. Where 
As his. generous. lord remitted the whole fam, and 
gave him an acquittance in full; I forgave thee all 

#hat debt *,-You wonder, and very deſervedly, at 

ſuch vaſt/generolity, But what had been your admi- 
ration to ſec the noble maſter admitting this obno- 
ious flave to a ſhare in his dignity ? what it he had 
made ſo worthleſs a wretch, the chief of his family, 
and the heir of bis eſtate ? This perhaps, you would 
fay, exceeds.the bounds of credibility. Yet GOD al- 
mighty's ſtupendous beneficence exceeds all this. He 
not only ſpares creatures, but makes them his 


as an introduction to all, or rather as the crown of all, 
makes chem partaters t of his SN. 

Ther. The gift is ineitimable; of more value than all 
worlds. It will render me bleffed and happy, now 
and for ever. And may ſo unworthy a creature look 
for a bleſſing, thus ſuperlatively excellent ? 

Aſp. Unworthy y dear friend, dwell no lon 
that obſolete . The greateſt unwort hineſs is 
no objetion in CHRIST's account, when the foul is 
convinced of ſin, and the heart deſirous of a SAVE 
OUR. And as for worthingſs, this is as much diſ- 
_ avowed by the 225 as 3 generation f Wo ex- 

ere ed 


children; makes them inberitarr of his kingdom; and 
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oded by the diſcoveries of our improved philoſophy. 
pl Nay farther, this notion is diametrically contrary to 
the goſpel, and totally fubver/rve of the covenant of 


ce. 
„ W 3 

' Aſp. Becauſe it would make our own duty and 
obedience the terms. Whereas the terms were CHRIST's 
ſuffering, and CHRIS T's obedience. Theſe are the 
hinge on which that great tranſaction turns, and on 
which the hope of the world hangs. | 

Ther. Be more particular, 4% %. 

Ah. The firſt covenant was made with Adam, for 
himſelf and ys. 3 it, he loſt his original righ- 
teouſneſs, and became ſubject to death; was, at once, 
a bankrupt and a rebel. Now you cannot ſuppoſe, that 
the almighty MAJESTY would enter into a freſh co- 
venant with an mfolvent and attainted creature. It 
pleaſed, therefore, the SECOND PERSON of the ad 
orable TRINITY, to undertake our cauſe, to become 
our furety, and put himſelf in our ſtead. With bim 
the ſecond covenant was made. He was charged with 
the performance of the conditions; thereby to obtain 
pardon and righteouſneſs, grace and glory, for all his 
people. I hape made a covenant with my CHQS —— 

5 
and other elements. This is called equivocal generation. Where - 
as the modern philoſophers maintain, chat every individual of 
this kind derives its being from ſome parent · vegetable or pa- 
rent animal. This is ſtyled uni voca / generation. 1. 
pl. lxxxix. 3. It'is generally allowed, that this pſalm, in 
its ſublimeſt ſenſe, is referable to CHRIST; and, in its ſull 
extent, is referable only unto CHRIST. If fo, I think, it 
would be more fignificant and emphatical, to render "TM 
my CHOSEN @NE,—'This will furniſh opt a very clear 
and cogent argument to prove, that the covenant of grace was 
made with our LORD FESUS,. Juſt ſuch an argument as 
the apoſtle uſes, to convince the Ca/atians, that the 185 
of the covenant were made to the ſame divine PERSON, 
Cal. ni. 16. From both which premiſes this important conclu- 
ſion follows, That A and every ſpiritual bleſſing 2 
1125 | 4 - 
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ONE; is the language of the MOST HIGH. And the 
terms were (you. will permit me to repeat the momen- 
ius truth) not your worthineſs or mine, but the in- 
carnation, the obedience, the death of G O D's ever- 
blefſed SON. Wo" 1 | 
Ther. Has man then no office aſſigned, no part to 
act, in the covenant of grace ? | | 

* Ap, He has: but it is a part which my friend ſeems 
yery loath to diſcharge. His part is to accept the bleſl, 
ings, fully purchaſed by the SAVIOUR, and freely 
preſented to the finner, Hrs part is, not to diſhonour 
the REDEEMER's gracious interpoſition, and infinite- 
ly-ſufficient performance, by hankering after any me- 
rit of his own. His part (why will you conſtrain me 
to reiterate in this manner ?) is, not to bring money 
in his hand, with the ten brethren; but, with an 
empty hand, and like an impoveriſhed Lazarus, ta take 
bold of G O D's covenant *, MAR VL | 
Ther. It this be the nature of the new covenant, 
I muſt confeſs, I have hitherto been ignorant of the 


| 45 And from hence ariſes your preſent diſtreſs; 

from hence your averſeneſs to receive comfort. You 

are a philoſopher, Theron ; and have been accuſtomed 
to examine nicely the proportion of objects, rather 
than to weigh them in the balance. of the Narr 
Here you find all proportion ſwallowed up and loſt. 
This quite overthrows all your concluſions, drawn 
from the fitneſs of things. Here man is nothing, leſs 
than nothing, while grace is all in all. And ſhould 
we not, however unworthy m ourſelves, magnify the 

grace of our GOD? | R 

_ © Ther. Moſt certainly. 


. How can this be done, but by expecting great 


the purchaſe of CH'RIST's obedience ; are lodged in him as 
the great proprietary ; are communicated to finners only through 
the exerciſe of /aith, or in a way of believing, See Zech. ix. 11. 


H vi. 4. 
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and ſu fupertatively-precious bleſſings from his hand-?— 
Alexander, you know, had a — but indigent 
philoſopher, in his court. Our adept in ſcience Was 
once particularly ſtraitened in his circumſtances. Io 
whom ſhould * ppl but ta his patron, the con- 
queror of the worl 15 Uis requeſt requeſt was no ſooner made 
taan granted. Alexander gives him a commiſſion, to 
receive of his treaſurer whatever he wanted. He im- 
mediately demands, in his ſovereign's name, a hundred 
talents *.—The treaſurer, ſurpriſed at ſo large a de- 
mand, refuſes to comply; but waits upon the king, 
and repreſents the affair; adding withal, how unrea- 
fanable he thought the petition, _ haw exorbitant 
the ſum.— Alexander hears him with patience : but, 
as ſoon as he had ended his remonſtrance, replies; 
«© Let the 3 be inſtantly paid. I am delighted 
« with this philoſopher's way of thinking. He has 
done me a fingular honour; and — by the 
« largeneſs of his requeſt, what a high idea be has - 
« conceived, both of my ſuperior wealth, and my , 
royal munificence.” 
Thus, my dear Theron, let us 3 what the in- 
f ired penoan ft ſtyles, the marvellous loving-kindneſs 
FEHOV AH. From the King, w_ name 1s the LO 
of . hoſt, let us expect, not y what correſponds 
with our low models of generoſity, much leſs wbat 
we ſuppofe proportioned to our fancied deſerts, —but 
why is ſuitable to the unknown magnificence of his 
ame, and the unbounded benevolence of his heart. 
Then we ſhall chearfully and aſſuredly truſt, that 
CHRIST FESUS will be made of GOD to us wife 
dom, and rig —_— = and — for ts and — : 
that HE, who ha for us +, will 
of his SPIRIT }, and wil unto us etern life f, 
Ther. Yes, upon condition, that we fight the 
agits and finiſh our courſe of duty. Hencefarth, ſays 
the apoſtle, after this is done, there ane. 
„About ten chouſand pounds. Went 
b 2, + Joha iv. 13. 1 John x. 26. 
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d for other victorious ſoldiers, for other faithful hs 


a crown of righteouſneſs. 
' 45. To ſuch 225 the 8 will affuredly be 
wbuchſafed. But i phe it vouchſafed on account of their 


ſucceſsful warfare, obedience ? If ſo 
Harl may aunt 8 1 a by Mine own hand, 
Lend: tote iS tion, hath ſaved me *, 


Not to repeat what bs 527 been alleged, in o 
tion to this opinion not to produce what might 
be urged, from a variety of ſcriptural teſtimo- 
nies I ſhall only deſire you gh obſerye, what the 
apoſtle hinaſelf adds in "this very place, There it 
laid up for me @ crown of righteoufneſs : but is this the 
pay, proportionate and due to his own ſervices? Is it 
what he claims and demands, on the foot of duty per 
formed Ide very title of the reward implies Lhe 
contrary. It is a crown of ri a Sow neſt, becauſe pur- 
chaſed by the meritorious a ummate righteouſ- 
nes of CHRIST. The action : of the Judge declares 
the contrary : whichthe LOR D, the righteous Fudge, 
ſhall give me at that day. It is, you ſee, an act of fa- 
your ; ” the Hue of unmerited bounty; what neither 
Sint; por martyr, nor apoſtle enjoys, but anly by way 

of gracious donation }. f. 

I would fain have my Theron form more honourable 
vpprebenſons concerning the mercy and the bounty 
ef our LORD FESUS CHRIST. He will beſtow 
—_— you ſuppoſe he exacts. He is really a benefactor, 
du would repreſent him as a taſkmaſter. The 


7 * on, Ke groe Joh as well as glory, uy knows 


* der bn, 8, OT i bb 
conncction, is, I think, very properly explained by a late pious 
cofeſ or of divinity. at Glaſgow; Prefitetur | fiduciam ſuam de 
fatuits mercede, quam . promiſit omnibus fideli- 
et ut juſtus judex, fufte ſimul et ex gratia repentlet, mon ex 
| ride ulla noftro, fed priora duna ſua gratuita PIG gra- 
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you have neither ſtrength nor merit, therefore he will 
ſupply your want of both, from his own unfathom- 
able neſs, ' | 


1 r z 


Crea- 


3 


* i | 
were reconciled to GOD by the death of is SON. 
You have great guilt, But is this a reaſon why yau 


Tl believe, no one experienced in the ſpiritual life will ſu- 
ſpe, that Theron ſpeaks out of charafter.—Conſcience, when 
once alarmed, is a ſtubborn and unceremonious thing, It pays 
no deference to wealth; it never ſtands in awe' of grandeur 
neither can it be ſoothed by the refinements of education, or 
the atainments of learning. And we find, thara 
moſt unaccountable propenkity to * /e/f- worthineſs, ſtroogly 
the new-awakened convert. He is raifing 
objections, founded on the want of perſonal merit; notwith- 
ſtanding all our remonſtrances, to quiet his fears, and remove 
his jealouſies. It is fruly a hard taſk, for a mind, naturally 
leavened with legal pride, to come naked and miſerable to 
CHRIST to come, diveſted of every recommendation but 
that of extreme wretchedneſs ; and receive, from the hand of 

unmerited benignity, the free riches of cvangelical grace. 
4 Rom. v. 1 N 
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mould be excluded from the bleſſings of the covenant? 
Contemplate the ſtate of that forlorn and wretched 
outcaſt, deſcribed in the ſixteenth of Ezetie/, An in- 
fant in its blood : this repreſents a ſinner, who has no- 
thing to excite love, but all that may provoke abhor- 
rence. Yet what ſays the HOLY ONE of ae? 
When T ſaw thee, not waſhed, and purthed, and made 
meet for my acceptance, but lated in thy blood * ; 
loathfome with deſilement, and laden with iniquity ; ; 
then, even then 7 /ard unto thee, Live : I ſpread my flirt 
over thee ; and thou becameft mine. This is the manner 
of his proceeding, not barely to ane nation, but to 
all his people; not in one period of time only, but 
e—_ all generations. 

Lou are „till corrupt ; ane that is ſenſible of his cor- 
ruption, and acknowledges his ſinfulneſs! Then you 
are the. very pe i eg the SAVIOUR's 
righteouſneſs is intended to whom it is promiſed. — 
Jou are a governor of the county - hoſpital, Theron. 
You have been induſtrious in promoting, and are ac- 
tive in ſupporting, that excellent inſtitution ; where 
Medicine with her healing ſtores, and Religion with 
her heavenly hopes, act as joint handmaids to Charity. 
4. — are the circumſtances which render any perions 

8 3 for an admiſſion into your infirmary ? 
verty, and their diſtemper. With- 
on See ey ey wok not No j 8 om 
Aiſtemper * not prize, the benefit of our 
modern Betheſda. 
Ap. Apply this to the caſe under conſideration. 
The whole world is in a ſtate of ſpiritual diſorder. 
CHRIST is ſtyled, by the inſpired writer, the LORD 


. The ets tie pocaliiety emphatice?; wot only doubled, 
but redonbled; to denote, at once, the frangene/s of the 
fact, yet the certainty of the favour,” When [ paſſed by thee, 
and ſau 'thee polluted in thine own blood, I faid wnto thee when 
thou waſt in thy bled, Live yea, I faid unto thee when thou 
vat in thy blood, Live. Ezck. xvi. 6. | 
NE | 
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our healer *. The gift of his righteouſneſs, the balm 
of his blood, and the influences of his 8 PIRIT, are 
the ſovereign — And ſure it cannot be a 
fanciful perſuaſion of our health, but a feeling convic- 
tion of our diſeaſe, which renders us proper objects of 
his recovering grace. He came, not to call the righteous, 
the righteous in their own eyes, but ſinners f. ſelf· con- 
demned and ruined finners, to give them ae, 
and pardon, and newneſs of life. | 
Ther. But if any fooliſh and refractory patients have 


*2buſed- our beneficence, it is a ſtanding unalterable 


rule of the houſe, never to admit them a ſecond time, 
however preſſing their exigencies, or however power- 
ful their recommender. I have, not ance only,” but 
through the whole courſe of my life, abuſed the mar- 
vellous loving-kindnefs of the 0 A 
p. And is not the LORD ſuperior to all his crea- 
tures, in acts of pardon, as well as of power?! Yes, as 
thoſe heavens are higher than this proſtrate earth, ſo 
much more enlarged and extenſive is the divine cle- 
mency, than the wideſt ſphere of human kindneſs, 
ſhall 1 fay ? rather than the boldeſt fights of human 
imagination. Your ſtatutes are inexorable, in caſe of 
one notorious irregularity committed. But the free 
N of a REDEEMER's righteouſneſs is vouch- 
Tafed, notwithſtanding many offences, unto juſtification f. 
It is the glory of our almighty RULER, and redounds 
to the honour of his crucified SON, to paſs over 
not a ſingle tranſgreſſion only, but a multitude of 
provocations; to be altogether as unequalled in pee 
as HE is abſolutely ſupreme in majeſty. | 
As it is the grace pride, to entertain high notions 
of our own accompliſhments, or to expect eternal life 
on the ſcore of our own obedience ; ſo it will be the 
greateſt affront to the grandeur of CH R 1 ST 's merits, 
and the freeneſs of his grace, if we ſuppoſe our crimes 


„ Exod. xv. 26. + Matth. ix. 13. Adds v. zr. 
4 Rom. v. 16. Prov. A T1. 
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n or our perſons too vile ts 
"Theres pauſed.--Theſe confiderations ſeemed to o- 
perate; this anodyne to take effect —Defirous to im- 
prove the favourable juncture, and impart the needed 
- How often did the inhabitants of Jeruſalem difre- 
gore the -warnings, and reje& the counſels of our 
leſſed LORD: How juſtly might HE have ſworn 
in his wrath, | „They ſhall never hear the joyful found 
Sof my goſpel more. The bleſſings which they have 
, deſpiſed, and ſo edly abuſed, ſnhall 
<. be irrevocably withdrawn.” — Inſtead md ry 
fuch a ſentence, this is the charge, which, after his 
reſurrection, he gives to his a s: Let repentante 
and rem:ſſion of fins be preached in my name to all na- 
tiant, BEGINNING AT JERUSALEM I. At Jeru- 
ſalem, LORD! 11:1 tes eee 
ful and n ereſt 
< importunities? Did they not perſecute thee unto 
«© condemnation and death? Are not their wes 
till recking, as it were, with thy blood; and their 
«+ ſhooting out arrows, even bitter words? 
« by which they d murder x bras as the 


have already Oo crudted thy n.“ — Yet theſe 
wretches — could any be more inhuman? — 
any be more unworthy ?) are not only not abhorred, 


but unto them is the of „and the word of 
ſalvation ſeat. | Nay, to ſhew unparallelled free.” 
neſs of dur REDEEMER?s grace, theſe are t 


upon the heavenly liſt. The od 1 tidings of pardon * 
and life, which are to be ed through the world, 


Fug 7 hot pn BEGIN BAT s 


. Ther. Thus much 1m venture to profeſs in my 
own behalf : That I long a this eder for 
| Luke xxiv. 47. 4 
65 this 
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this bleſſing ; — but I cannot ſee my title to this com · 
prehenſive and ineſtimable bleſſing, clear. 70 
Aſp. 1 behold it perfectly clear Some days ago, 4 
worthy clergyman, who lately came to ſettle in the 
neighbourhood, did himſelf the honour of making 
one at your table. After dinner you ſhewed him your 
library ; we took a walk in your garden ; and made 
the agreeable tour of the fiſh-ponds, Then, —with 
that amiable frankneſs of mien and accent, which ia 
ſo peculiar to my friend, and exceedingly endears all 
his favours, — you told him, “ That he was as wel- 
« come to any book in your ſtudy, as if the whole 
& collection was his own : that if, on a viſit from ſome 
4 acquaintance of ſuperior rank, he ſhould wiſh to be 
& accommodated with a more delicate entertainment 
than uſual, the productions of your waters, and 
« your hot-beds, were entirely at his ſervice: 
* that his acceptance of your. offers, without the leaſt 
* ſhines or reſerve, would be the moſt pleaſing com- 
« pliment he could pay po on the occaſion.?ꝰ 
What ſays the great PRO HRIET OR of all Soc 
If any man, however unworthy his perſon, or obnoxi- 
ous his character,  thir/t ; thirſt for 1 hy my 
evangclical kingdom; et hun come unto ME, foun- 
tain of theſe living waters, and drin his fill x. You 
yourſelf acknowledge, that you long for the ſacred 
privileges of the goſpel. Your heart is awakened in, 
to habitual and del deſires after the ſalvation of 
CHRIST. What is this but, in the ren ſenſe, 
to thirſt? To you therefore the promiſe is made ; to 
you the riches of this benign diſpenſation belong, 
That clergyman has not the leaſt ſuſpicion of bei 5 
diſappointed, in. caſe he ſhould ſend tor a brace « 
carp from your canal, or a fine melon from your gar» 
den.—Why is he ſo confident? Becauſe he has done 
you any ſignal ſervice? No; but becauſe you have - 
paſſed your word, and made the generous. oller. And 
; N er 
- : why 
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why ſhould you harbour the leaſt doubt concerning 
the divine veracity? Why ſhould you call in queſtion 
ur right to theſe heavenly treaſures? ſince it is 
founded on a grant altogether or hog altogether as 
clear, as your own indulgent conceſſion ; and infinitely 
more rm than any human engagement; founded on 
the fidelity of that ſublime BEING, who “ remem- 
bers his covenant and promiſe to a thouſand gene- 
« rations.” £44 tn Bas 99, $0 
©, Ther. It is impoſſible to confute, yet difficult to be- 
lieve, what you urge. | 
Ap. What I urge, is not the voice of a few dubious 
atlages, nicely culled from the book of GOD, or 
forcibly wreſted by the interpretation of man. The 
whole tenor of infpiration runs, with the greateſt per- 
icuity, and the greateſt uniformity, in this delight- 
ful ſtrain.—Let me, out of a multitude, produce ano- 
ther expreſs from the court of heaven. Ho / every 
one that thirſteth, come ye to the waters, even he that 
bath no money. Come ye, buy and eat; yea,' come, buy 
wine and milk, without money and without price *.— Wine 
and mill undoubtedly ſignify the pardon of our fins, 


and the juſtification of aur perſons ; the communica» | 


tions of ſanctifying grace, and the hope of eternal 
glory. Theſe are 1 and refreſhing to the 
ul, as milk the richeſt of foods, and as wine the 
beſt of cordials, are to the body. Theſe, you ſee, 
are to be obtained, without money, and without price; 
without any merit of our own ; without any plea de- 
duced from ourſelves; by poor, undone, . periſhi 
bankrupts.— They are to be enjoyed by every one, who 
unfeignedly eſteems them, and humbly ſeeks them. 
No exception is made; no excluſive clauſe added. It 
is not fud, Any one that is wort hy, but every one that 
thirſteth . To leave no room for any miſgiving appre- 
benſions, the kind invitation is repeated, Buy and eat ; 
buy wine and milk, The invaluable yet free tender is 
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confirmed again and again; He that hath no money: 
without money; without price. And both are — 
upon us with a very remarkable, with the moſt attec- 
tionate vehemeuce; Come ye: come ye ; yea come. 

Had our heavenly BENEFACTOR permitted 
us to draw up this inſtrument of conveyance, and 


word it according to our own wiſh ; what language 


could we have contrived; to render either the- grant 
more free, or our claim more ſecure? 
Ther. Theſe are chearing truths. They amount to 
little leſs than a demonſtration. And 1 am ready to 
declare, in the language of Agrippa, Alnioſt thou per- 
ſuadeſt rhe to commence a behever. | | 
Asp. And why, my dear friend, why not a/toget her? 
Can you diſtruſt the ſincerity of the divine overtures? 
If the overtures are real, your title is unqueſtionable. 
— Nay, there is more than an overture. You have an 
atual gift from the almighty MAJESTY. - To ws, 
ſays the prophet, — including all that wait for the re- 


demption of CHRIS J, and the conſolation of 1/rael, * 


Va child is born *, To us, — he repeats the precious 
truth ; to declare his exuberant joy +; and denotethe 
abſolute certainty f of the thing, —a ſon 14 given; even 
GOD's own SON, the ever- bleſſed FESUS, to 
be our PROPITIATION, our SURETY, 
our complete REDEEM ER. 

Juſt caſt a look upon yonder neat lodge. Though 
placed in the centre of a ſpacious field, it ſeems to be 
contignous with the extremity of the viſta. . The eye, 
travelling over ſuch à length of ground, has almoſt 

WE, ,* WM is 6, SOA 

+ Virgil has copied the prophet's fne manner. He repre- 
ſents joy, uttering her ſentiments, in the fame ſpirited firain, 
with the ſame reiterated carneſtneſs; 

— — Humilemque videmus 
Traliam. Itatians primus conclamat Achat. 
Italiam lte Ry Hens n 
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loſt the windows, and the decent ornaments of the 
front. But I ſhall not ſoon loſe the idea of that ami - 
able munificence ; which, as I was rambling one plea- 
ſant morning, and accidentally called at the houſe, I 
learned from its preſent owner.—He was, I find, one 
of your ſervants ; had ſpent ſeveral years in your fa- 
mily ; when he ſettled in the world, you beſtowed up- 
on him that commodious box, and a pretty adjacent 
farm; to poſſeſs, without moleſtation or control, 
during his life. Does he not reckon the little eſtate, 
by virtue of your donation, to be his own ? as much 
his own, for the time preſcribed, as if he had 
paid an equivalent in money ?—Since the LORD 
JEHOVAH bas given us his SON, and all his un- 
utterable merits; why ſhould we not, with an aſſurance 
of faith, receive the incomparable gift? Why ſhould 
we not conlide in it, as — Crave deed; 
and far more inviolable than any royal patent ? —Eſpe- 
cially ſince it has been ſealed to us in every facramen- 
tal ordinance, and witneſſed by every good motion of 
the HOLRSPIRII in our hearts. 
Ther. My ſervant never affronted my authority. H 
he had viſied my character, or inſulted my 
ſhould I then have been inclined to make the fame ad- 
vantageous ſettlement? 
Aſp. Herein appears the infinite ſuperiority of the 
divine bounty. G O D is rich in mercy, not only to 
the obedient and grateful, but to the unthankful and 
— Ts the LORD our GOD, ſays the pro- 
phet, belong mercies and forgiveneſſes ; in meaſure ſu- 
perabundant, and in continuance unwearied ; and this, 
_netwwith/tanding ve have offended him. by our mani- 
fold failures in duty; nay, have. rebelled * again/? him, 
by ou violations. of his law. 15 
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In ſweet concert with this prophetical leſſon, ſings 
the tranſported p/almift : Thou LORD, in thy ſacred 


humanity, haſt aſcended up on high ; aſcended, from 
the low caverns of the tomb, to the higheſt throne in 


the higheſt heavens. — Thou haſt led captivity captive : 
haſt aboliſhed death, that univerſal tyrant ; and ſub- 
dued thoſe powers of darkneſs, which had enſlaved the 
whole world. — Like a glorious and triumphant con- 
8 thou haſt alſo received gifts ; not merely for 
y own fruition, baut to confer on others, by way of 
honora , and enriching largeſs. — What are thoſe 
ifts, Theron? 5 
2 The 
fin, the influences of the HOLY SPIRIT, and thoſe 
other privileges of Chri/tianity, which conſtitute the 
preſent happineſs of mankind, and prepare them for 
future bliſs. f | | 
Aſp. You rightly judge.—And for whom were tnoſe 
royal, thoſe heavenly donatives received? If you have 


piety, It denotes that rebellion, which is as the fin of witch- 
craft ; and that flubbornueſs, which is as the iniquity of idolatry. 
Yet, all virulent and execrable as it is, it does not ſuppreſs the 
yearnings of divine pity, nor ſuperſede the exerciſe of divine 
forgiveneſs, With a word derived from the ſame root, Sau 
when exaſperated almoſt to madneſs, upbraids Jonathan. Aud 
we know, perfons ſo extremely incenſed, never ſpeak in tlie 
ſofteſt terms; never touch the ſubject with a feather, but make 
their tongue like a ſharp ſword. 

May I venture to add, that our tranſlators ſeem to miſtake 
the proper application of the aforementioned paſſage ? They 
repreſent Saul's invective, flying as wide of the mark, as it is 
overcharged with malice.—Son of the perverſe rebellious woman ! 


This might be aſſerted, without the leaſt impeachment of Jona - 


than's perſonal loyalty. —Beſides, is it not exceſſively indecent, 
as well as abſolutely unreaſonable, to reflect upon the mother, 
for the miſdemeanors of the ſon ?—Surely, the clauſe ſhould 
be rendered, in perfect conſiſtence with the genius at the ori · 


ginal ; Thou ſon of perverſe rebellion ; or, more agreeably t 
be Engliſh idiom, Thou perverſe rebellious wretch ! 1 Sam, xx: 
20. 
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an inclination to beſtow a {word ſet with diamonds, z 
fnely-wrought piece of plate, ar an exquilitely-finiſh- 


cd picture; what names preſent themſelves to your 
thoughts? What perſonas are the objects of your 


choice? The appreved friend, or diſtinguiſbed favou- 


' rite, I make no queſtion. — But for whom (let me aſk 


again, fince it is a point of the laſt importance) were 
thoſe heavenly donatives received? 
_ Ther. Let me recolle&t:—Thou received/? gifts, —notfor 
fallen angels, but. for men ;— and not for thy friends, 
y enemies; — yea, for the rebellious alſo *,— 
Merciful heaven! What a word is this! and does it 
come from the G O D of truth ?—Gifts! divine gifts! 
ifts of unſpeakable value, and eternal duration! and 
elſe to be conferred on enemies, on the rebellious! 
wretches, who are deſtitute of all ious qualifica- 
tions; who deſerve not the leaſt favour ; but have 
reaſon to expect the frowns of indignation, and the 
ſword of vengeance ! | 
Aſp. Thus it is written, in thoſe ſacred conſtitutions, 
which are far more ſtedfaſt and unalterable, than the 
law of the Medes and Perſians.— Thus it is fpoken, by 
the mouth of that almighty BEING, with whom 
there is no variableneſs, nor the leaſt ſhadow of turn - 
ing. — Let us not, my dear friend, by unreaſonable 
unbelief, fruſtrate all theſe promiſes, and reject our 
g0n mercies. Let us not, by an evil heart of unbe- 
lief, make GOD a lar ;z aud make ourſelves, of all 
creatures, moſt miſerable. 


But ſee!—The elouds, which hung their agreeable 
fables, to damp the ardour, and abate the glare of 
day, are departing. The fun has been colouring their 


- Heecy ſkirts, and ſpreading over the floating ſcreen a 


variety of: interchangeable hues. Now he begins to 


'edge them with gold, and ſhine them into ſilver. A 
ure indication, that (like the glittering, but tranſitory 
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toys, which they repreſent) they will ſoon be ſwept 


from the horizon, and ſeen no more. — The bright 
orb, while we are ſpeaking, burſts the veil; and, 
from a voluminous pomp of parting clouds, pours a 
flood of ſplendor over all the face of nature. — We 
{hall quickly -perceive this open ſituation too hot to 
conſiſt with pleaſure ; and mult be obliged to ſeek for 
tholtey, in the ſhady apartments of the houſe. 
bp admit me, Theron, into thoſe ſhady apart · 
ments 


Ther, Admit you, A/pafio „AA am ſarpriſed at your 
queſtion. [thought you had known me better ; and 


| am ſorry, it ſhould be needful te aſſure you, that 
mychouſe is as much your own, as it is mine. 

more freely you command it, the more highly you 
will oblige me, 

4/p. May I believe you, Theron? Do you ſpeak , 
from your heart? or muſt I conclude, that you plau- 
ſibly profes, what you have no intention to perform? 
Would you be pleaſed, if I ſhould obſtinately perſiſt 
in theſe dithonourable ſuſpicions, nen; al 
your friendly proteſtations ? 

Ther. My dear 4½ Aſpaſ, 1 ſee your deſign. I ſex, 
and am aſhamed ; med to think, = I ſhould 
fancy myſelf more punctual in ns, than 
GOD is true to his word. — LO K B. Ie 7 believe mY 
thou mine unbelief ! 
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UR friends had aponia viii to-Phiiin 


They rode through a fine open, fruitful coun» 
try; which was covered with crops of ripened corn, 
and occupied by ſeveral parties of ruſtics gathering 1 in 
the copious harveſt. 3 
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ved its bearded billows, and gave a dry huſky ruſtle 
before the breeze. — The wheat, laden with plen sy, 
and beautifully brown, hung the heavy head ; and in- 


vited, by its bending poſture, the reaper's hand. Plats 


of barley, and acres af cats, ſtood whitening in the 
ſun. Upright, and perfectly even, as though the 
gardener's ſhears had clipped them at the top, they 
gratified the ſpectator's eye, and gladdened the farm» 
er's heart. Beans, partly clad in native green, partly 
transformed and tawny with the parching ray, were 
preparing the laſt employ for the crooked weapon.— 
Some of the grain lay flat, in regular rows, on the 
new-made ſtubble, Some was erected, in graceful 
ſhocks, along the briſtly ridges. Some, conveyed 
homewards = the loaded waggon, nodded over the 
ing axle. 
-  Phervillages ſeemed to be empty, and all their in- 
habitants poured into the plains. Here were perſons 
of each ſex, and of every age. — The luſty youths, 
ſtooping to their work, plied the fickle ; or ſwept, 
with their ſithes, the falling ranks. — The ſprightly 
females followed, binding handfuls into ſheaves, 
or piling the ſwarths into haſty cocks. — Diſperſed up 
and down were the children of the needy, gleaning 
the ſcattered ears, and picking their ſcanty harveſt.— 
Nor were the au, people abſent; but crawling into 
the ſun, or fitting on a ſhady eminence, they beheld 
the toils,—the pleaſing toils they once ſuſtained. 
_» his is the molt joyful period of the country-man's 
fe; the long expected crown of all his labours. For 
this he broke the ſtubborn glebe, and manured the 
impoveriſhed ſoil. For this he bore the ſultry beams 
of ſummer, and ſhrunk not from the pinching blaſts 
— winter. — toiled away the year, . _ 
ceaſeleſs hut willing activity; knowing, the; 
A Kabir c2dl ä 1 a 
2 Tim. ii. 6. Beza thinks, that in ſettling the conſtructios 
of this verſe, the adverb , ould be connected with he 
1 partici 


R 


Sr Sgssegrerrne a. 


LENS | TT aac TT. oe 


buſbandman muſt labaur, before he partakes of the fruits. 
And will not the bleſſed hope of everlaſting life; 
will not the bright expectation of conſummate blils, 
animate us with an cqually-chearful reſolution, both 
to reſiſt the 1 and diſcharge the duties of 
our preſent ſtate 

Short ſeemed the way, and quick paſſed the time, 
5 they travelled through ſuch ſcenes of rural abun- 
dance, and rural delight. — Before they were aware, 
the horſes flopt at Philenor's ſeat ; where they found, 
to their no ſmall diſappointment, that the maſter was 
gone abroad. They alighted however, and took a 
walk in the gardens. ONT 

The gardens, at proper intervals, and in well-cho- 
ſen ſituations, were interſperſed with pieces of fatuary. 
At the turn of a corner, you are not ſhocked with a 
naked gladiator, or a beaſtly Priapus, — but agreeably 
ſurpriſed with the image of Tw//y, He is juſt riſen 
from his ſeat, and upon the point of him- 
ſelf to ſome i t oration. A rey awe 
appears in his countenance; ſuch as filently acknow- 
ledges, that he is going to plead before the rulers of 
the world. Sedate, at the ſame time, and collected 
in himſelf, he ſeems conſcious of ſuperior eloquence, 
and emboldened by the juſtice of his cauſe. His 
thoughtful aſpect, and gracefully-expanded arm, ſpeak 
to the eye, before the tongue has uttered a ſyllable. 

You enter an alley, lincd on either fide with a ver- 
dant fan; and having no variety of objects to diver- 
ly the intermediate ſpace, your view is conducted to 


participle z-rwr'is, If ſo, the tranſlation exhibited above, may 
bid fair for acceptance; and one of the moſt celebrated hiſto- 
riaus, may have the honour of commenting on the greateſt of 
the apoſtles; Nz illi falſe ſunt, qui diverſiſſimas res expeftant, 
gnaviæ voluptatem, et præmia virtutis, SALI. usr. i. e. They 
are, beyond all diſpute, moſt egregiouſly miſtaken, who hope 
to unite thoſe incompatible thi the pleaſures of indolence, 
and the rewards of induſtry, 
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a magnificent building at the end. As you walk a» 
long, contemplating the maſterly pertormance in ar- 
chitecture, an unexpected opening diverts your at- 
tention ; and preſents you with ſome ſtriking imita- 
tion of virtuous or heroic life. — Not the Macedonian 
madman; nor Sweden's royal knight-errant; nor Ceſar, 
infamoully renowned for his flaughtered millions; 
but the truly-gallant Czar, A drawn ſword in his 
hand, and a commanding majeſtic ſternneſs on his 
brow. The weapon is held in the moſt menacing 
re; and many a ſpectator has been obſerved to 
art back, with apprehenſions of fear. It is that glo- 
Tiouſly-ſevere attitude, in which the grateful citizens 
of Narva beheld him, and in which all poſterity will 
admire him, when he turned upon his own victorious, 
but ungovernable troops, and threatered to drench 
the dagger in their hearts, if they did not immediate. 
ly deſiſt from rapine * and ſlaughter; immediately 
ow quarter to their vanquiſhed foes. {4-4 
Under a circular dome, ſupported by pillars of the 
Doric order, and in a ſpot where ſeveral walks centre, 
ſtands—not the Venus a Megicis ; corrupting, while it 
captivates the world, — but a Spartan mother. Her 
habit decent and graceful ; ſomewhat like the Fung 
Matrona of the Romans, as ſhe is finely depictured in 
Mr Spence's Polymetis. Her air ſtately and reſolved; 
expreſſive of dignity, yet mingled with ſoftneſs. She 
holds a ſhield; is in the act of delivering it to her ſon; 
a-youth ſetting out-for the army, and going to hazard 
his life, in the defence of his country. She is ſuppo- 
ſed to add that ſpirited and magnanimous exhortation, 


As ſoon as the foldiers were maſters of the town, 
« (Narve), they fell to plunder, and gave themſelves up to the 
* moſt enormous barbarities. The Czar ran from place to 
t place, to put a ſtop to the diſorder and maſſacre, He was 
even obliged to kill with his own hand ſeveral Maſcovites, 
& who did not hearken to his orders.“ 
VoLTAIRE's hift, Chart XII. 
| which 


vation, I would apply to the proſpect before us, and 
its worthy owner. . 
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which is engraven on the protuberance of the buckler, 
, — Bring it back, on, as thy trophy; 
or be brought back 2 as thy 255 ? * | 

I am particularly pleaſed, ſaid Theron, with the con- 
trivance of this laſt ornament. It is regulated by one 
of the moſt refined rules of art; not to laviſh away 
all the beauty at a ſingle view, but to make a ſkilful 
reſerve for ſome future occaſion.—The dome and the 
columns afford pleaſure, when beheld at a conſiderable 


_ diſtance. The firfe animated figure in the midſt dif- 


plays its graces, on a nearer approach. By which 
means, the attention is kept awake, and the enter- 
tainment continues new, 

But what I principally admire, is the. þirit or ſtyle 
of the decorations in general. They put me in mind 
of a very juſt remark, which Mr Pope has ſomewhere 
made. It is, if I remember right, to this effect. — 

« A man not only ſhews his taſte, but his virtue, in 
« the choice of his ornaments, A proper piece of 


* hiſtory, repreſented in painting on a rich man's walls, > | 


fer exhibited in imagery amidſt his gardens), is very 
« often a better leſſon, than any he could teach by 
* his converſation. In this ſenſe, the ſtones may be 
« faid to ſpeak, when men cannot, or will not.“ 
All but the comparative or fatirical part of the obſer- 


Aſp. Philenor's gardens are, I think, more . chaſte 
and delicate in their ornaments, than a certain c- 
legiate church. In the latter place, we might reaſon- 
ably expect the ſtricteſt adherence to purity, if we 
ſhould not meet with the ſymbols of piety and incite- 
ments to religion. What then would be the reflections 
of a judicious obſerver, if, in ſuch a ſolemn and ve- 
nerable edifice, he ſhould ſee a huge brawny fellow 
{tuck up againſt the wall, with his poſteriors half bare, 
his whole body more than half naked, N 
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titude none of the moſt decent *.—-Excuſe me, Theron. 
I confeſs myſelf aſhamed even to rehearſe the deſcrip- 
tion. How then can the ſpectacle itielf become the 
houſe of divine worthip ? | 

. Ther. But perhaps this ſame brawny fellow may re. 
preſent a Heathen demigod; one of the idols worſhip - 
ped by antiquity; the tutelary deity of valour. 
p. And will this juſtify the practice? Does not 
this add profaneneſs to immodeſty ? Are we Chri/tians 
to thank Hercules for the valour of our warriors, and 
make our acknowledgments to Pallas for the conduct 
of our generals? Shall we Chriſtians behold with ad- 
miration, or recognize as our benefactors, what the 
apoſtle has ſtigmatized under the character of devils t? 


Referring to the monument, lately erected for MAJOR- 

GENERAL FLEMING, in Weſtmin/ter> Abbey. Where, un- 
der the General's buſt, are placed Hercule, and Pallas. Her- 
cules with his club and lion's {kin, in the manner related above, 
Pallas, with à mirror and a ſerpent at her fide. —The reader 
may ſee a picture and an explanation of this monument, in the 
Gentleman's Magazine for Auguft 17984. 
As this church has been the burial-place of the moſt iluſtri- 
ous perſonages, for many centuries; as it is the place, where 
all our kings receive their crowns, and many of them depoſit 
their aſhes ; as it is ſingularly eminent for its antiquities and 
monuments ; there is a large reſort both of natives and fo- 
reigners, to view its grand and awful curioſities. W batever, 
therefore, is erected in a place fo circumſtanced and fo diſt in- 
guiſhed, ſhould, I apprehend, not only diſplay an air of ele- 
gance in the execution, but include a beauty of holineſs in the 
deſign : becauſe nothing can lay claim to the v z«>-, which is 
not poſſeſſed of the v Nor can any performances, thus 
ſituated, be pronounced truly graceful, but ſuch only as corre- 
ſpond with the character, and ſubſerve the deſign of the ſacred 
edifice, It was thought, by a very able critic and a very can- 
did writer,” that mere impropriety of taſte, in ornamenting one 
of the monuments, called for his cenſure, Surely then a vio- 
lation of decency, and an approach to Paganiſm, call more loud- 
ly for public animadverſion, and proper reformation. Sce Spett, 
vol I. No 26, + 1 Cor. x. 20. 
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If HE, who overthrow the tables of the money - 
changers, had taken a walk in theſe famous cloyſters, 
am apt to ſuſpect, he wauld have paid no very agree» 
able compliment to this fine piece of fta . Take 
theſe things hence, would probably have been his com- 
mand; and make nat the precincts of your temple a cham- 
ber of Pagan i „his rebuke 7. Neither is it at all 
unlikely, that the image itſelf, notwithſtanding its in- 
imitable workmanſhip, might have ſhared the fate of 
its kinſman Dagon ; 47 2 
es th: captive art | 
Maim'd his brute image, head and hands lopp d off © 
In his own temple, on the ground/ell edge 
When be fell Fat: and Pam d his worſhippers +. 
Ther. But how ſhould the artiſt repreſent the great 
achievements and the ſhining qualities of his hero, if 
you will not allow him to make ule of theſe pgnifant 
. eſtion he? e 
. I queſtion, whether are ſo very ſigniſicant. 
WE af ſeems to charaRterice a fop, Rh. than a 
ſoldier. It leads us to think of a ſoft Narciſſus, admi - 
ring himſelf; rather than a fagacious general, plannin 
the operations of the campaign. — Beſides, is fac 
literature ſa deſtitute of proper emblems, that we 
muſt borrow the decorations of our churches and the 
trophies of our conquerors, from the dreams of ſuper- 
ſtition or the deluſions of idolatry ? How Juſt and ex- 
preſſive are thoſe emblematical repreſentations, exhi- 
bited in Ezeliel's viſion! where activity and ſpeed are 
ſignified, by hands in conjunction with wings ; and 
the deep, the complicated, yet ever-harmonious ſchemes 
of Providence, by a wheel in the middle of a el. 
With what propriety and force are the nobleſt endow- 
ments ured, | in the revelations of St 70%, and 
their grand machinery! Superior wiſdom and ence 
volence of heart, are deſcribed by the face of @ man ; 
T Jobau. 16. ' 4+ Mr rox. b. I. 458. 
1 | ot "Cirength 
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of mind and intrepidity of ſpirit, by the vi- 
ſage of a lion; calmneſs of temper and indefatigable 
— by the features of an ox; a penetrating 

iſcernment, and an expeditious habit of acting, by the 
form of a flying eagle &. blur 8 
Theſe hieroglyphics are graceful, are pertinent and 
ſuch as every ſpectator will underſtand. Whereas 
the devices of our new. monumental encomium are, I 
preſume, to the unlearned hardly intelligible ; to the 
ſerious, little better than profane; and to every be- 
holder, indelicate if not immodeſt.— Philenor, I ima- 
gine, would bluſh to admit them into his walks or 
avenues. And I am ſorry. to find them received into 
the moſt ancient t, moſt renowned, and moſt frequent - 
ed church in the kingdom. | 2 


Talking in this manner, they come to a curious 
grove, formed on that uncommon plan, propoſed by 
Mr Addiſon, in one of his Spectators.— It conſiſted 
wholly of EVEr greens. Firs, clad in verdant ſilver, 
pointed their reſinous leaves, and ſhot aloft their towers 
ing cones. Laurels, arrayed in gloſſy n, ſpread 
their ample foliage, and threw abroad their rambling 
boughs.—Bay-trees were expanded into a fan, that no 
weather could tarniſh ; or rounded into a column, 
that knew not how to moulder. While the [auruſiinus 
ran out into a beautiful irregularity of ſhape ; and com- 
Pegs her reddening gems, in, order to unfold her 
whitening bloom. — In one place lay a dale, gently 
ſinking, and coated with the chamomilè s natural trieze; 
which never changes its colour, never loſes its gloſs. 

| Kev. iv. 7, | 22 

+ Some antiquarians trace back the origin of this church, 
even to the reign of Lucius; which is more than the ſpace of 
1500 years. Others — — that Sebert, King of the Eaft- 
Saxons, about the year of our LORD 605, built the firſt re - 
ligious ſtructure on this ſpot. All agree, that it was re-edified 
and ed by Edward the Confeſſor ; and that the preſent 
| ately and magnificent fabric was founded by Henry III. 


Near 
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Near it, and ſcooped, you would imagine, from the 
ſame hollow, aroſe a mount, ſoftly ſwelling, and 
ſhagged with furze ; gay with perennial verdure, and 
generally decked with golden bloſſoms. Here you 
are led through a ſerpentine walk, and hedges. of box ; 
and find, perhaps, a ſolitary. pyramid or a capacious 
urn, each compoſed of unfading yew. There you look 
through a ſtrait alley, fenced on either fide, and arched 
over head, with mantling philirea; and ſee, at the ex- 
tremity, an obeliſk ſheathed in ivy, and ornamented 
with its fable cluſters, as with wreaths of living ſculp- 
ture.—Scattered up and down, were ſeveral forts. of 
holly ; ſome ſtriped with white; ſome ſpotted with 
yellow; ſome preparing to brighten and beautify the 
ſcene, with bernes of ke carlet. 

The heads of the trees, ariſing one above another, in 
a ual ſlope, from the diminutive mazerean to the 
lofty cypreſs ; the ſeveral ſhadings of their green at- 
tire, greatly diverſified, and judicioully intermixed; 
afford, eſpecially in the winter-ſeaſon, a molt enlivened 
and lovely proſpect. —As the funſhine is, by the fre- 
23 of this grove, uſually more coveted than the 

e; it is ſo diſpoſed, as to admit, in one part or 
another, every gleam of fine weather, which exhilarates 
the winter. | | | 
_ Aſp. There muſt be ſomething unſpeakably pleaſing 
in a plantation, which appears hvely and fruitful when 
all its neighbours of the woodland race are barren, 
bleak, or dead. But how. much more changing and 
delightful muſt it be, when decrepit age, or bodily in- 
firmities, have impaired the vigour, and laid waſte the 
gratifications of our youthful prime, to find a ſolid 
undecaying pleaſure in the favour of GOD, and the 
hope of glory Now indeed the feathered: tribes re- 
ſort to the more flowing umbrage of the oy and 
the alh. But, amidſt December's cold, you ob- 
ſerve them forſaking the /:afe/5 woods, and flocking 
to this friendly receptacle; hopping acroſs the — 
| | 8 
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| 1 

or ſheltering themſelves, in the wet and ſtormy 
day, under theſe truſiy boughs. So, the many thought - 
leſs creatures, who turn their back upon religion, a- 
mid the ſoft and ſoothing careſſes of proſperity, will 
want, extremely want, its 1 ſupports, under 
the ſharp and diſtreſſing aſſaults of adverſity, ſickneſs, 
and death. This collection, it is true, may not equal 
the groves of annual verdure, in floridity of dreſs; 
but it far exceeds them, in the duration of its orna- 
ments. Ere long, yonder ſhewy branches will be 
ſtrĩpt of their holiday cloaths: whereas theſe will re- 
tain their honours, when thoſe are all rags, or nakedneſs. 
Thus will it be with every refuge for our poor, im- 
perfect, ſinful ſouls ; excepting only the righteouſneſs 
of our LORD FESUS CHRIST. Every thing 
elſe will fade as a leaf . This, my Theron, and this 
alone is an evergreen ; always free for our acceptance, 
and always al to fave. ? 

Ther. An evergreen it is. But, like the ruddy and 
inviting fruits, which hang on the uppermoſt boughs 
of thoſe lofty trees in the orchard, it ſeems to be quite 
out of my reach. | 

"Aſp. Are you ſenſible, that you need the immaculate 
and perfect righteouſneſs of our SAVIOUR? 

Ther. Was Fonah ſenſible, how much he needed 
the cooling ſhelter of his gourd, when the ſon ſmote 
ficrcely upon his temples, and all the fervours of the 
fiery caſt were glowing around him ?—So is your The- 
ron ſenfible, that, without a far better righteouſneſs 
than his own, he muſt inevitably be ee 
the ſentence of the law, and cannot poſſibly ſtand be- 
fore the high and holy GOD. e Ke 
Ap. Remember then, what our LORD ſays to ſuch 
33 Ceme unto me, all ye that are weary and heavy 

en, and I will give you reſt f. How gpratious is the 
invitation? Come unto MF, the Father of compaſ- 
ons, and the Giver of every good gift —How exten- 


* If. Kiv. 6. Match. xi. 28. 
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five as well as gracious ! All that are weary , toiling 
in a fruitleſs purſuit of happineſs, and ſpending your 
labour for that which fatisfieth not. All that are heavy 
laden f, oppreſſed with the ſervitude of fin, or bowed 
down under a load of miſery.—Theſe, all theſe are 
called; and you, my friend, in the number.—They 
have not a ticket, a bond, or ſome inferior pledge, to 
aſcertain their ſucceſs; but they have a promiſe from 
faithfulneſs and truth itſelf. I wi give you reſt, ſays 
the Strength of Iſrael; whoſe will is fate, and his word 
the baſis of the univerſe. —And if CHRIS will give 
you reſt, he will waſh you in that blood which atones, 
and inveſt you with that righteouſneſs which juſtiſies; 
ſince nothing ſhort of theſe mercies can afford any ſa- 
tisfaction to the guilty conſcience, or true ſatisfaction 
to the reſtleſs ſoul.—Permit me to aſk farther, Do 
you earneſtly defire this righteouſneſs ? Watt 
Ther. Will yonder hirelings, when fat: with 
the heat and burden of a long, laborious, ſultry day, 
deſire the ſhades of the evening, and the repoſe of the 
night ?—I can truly, on this occaſion, adopt the words 
of the prophet ; The deſire of my ſoul is to thy name, bleſſ- 
ed JESUS, and to the remembrance ot thy righteouſ- 
neſs. The very mention of this ſpotleſs righteouſneſs 
is muſic to my ears. Every freſh, though diſtant diſ- 
covery of it, gleams ure upon my mind. And 
that would be a welcome day, a day greatly to be diſ- 
tinguiſhed, which ſhould bring it near to my view, 

and home to my ſoul. | 
Asp, Say not then, my dear friend, that CHRIST, 
and the bleſſings of his purchaſe, are beyond your 
reach. They are now, even now at your door. You 
need not argue anxiouſly and deſpondingly, Who 
Hall aſcend into heaven, to bring down CHRIST from 
above? or, who ſhall deſcend into the deep, to bring up 
CHRIST from beneath |? There is no ſuch unpoli- 
„bene. I, 1 Rom. K. 6. 7. 
= | ©: bility, 
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bility, no ſuch difficulty in the thing. CHRIST and 
his righteouſneſs, CHRIST and his ſalvation, are 
brought nigh in the word of promiſe. And if thou 
Halt confeſs with thy mouth the LORD FESUS, as 
dying on the croſs for thy redemption ; if thou Spalt 
believe in thy heart, that GOD hath raiſed him from the 
dead for thy juſtification, thou ſhalt be ſaved *. Info 
doing, thou halt receive remiſſion of fin, and power 
to withſtand its temptations. 

Have you never, 1n your travels, been overtaken 
the dark arid tempeſtuous night? When chilled wi 
the cold, and almoſt drowned in the rain, you arrived 
at the houſe of ſome valued friend, was you not 
willing to gain admittance? _ 

Ther. Willing! I was deſirous, I was almoſt impa- 
tient ; I thought every moment an hour, till the ho- 
ſpitable door opened; till I exchanged the diſmal 
gloom and the driving ſtorm, for the chearful light 
and the amiable company within. 

Aſp. The adored EMMANUEL profeſſes himſelf 
equally willing to come unto 2 Bebold !- ſays the 
SAVIOU R of the world, I ftand at the — and 
knock. If any man hear my voice, and open the boo, 1 
v0 come in unto him, and will ſup with him, and he 
with M E 4.—Like one expoſed to all the inclemencies 
of the air, whoſe head it filled with dew, and his locks 
with the drops of the night , he is not only willing, but 
defirous to enter. He Sands at the door, with 
long-ſuffering and perſeverance ; till all obſtacles are 
removed, or rather till that one grand obſtacle 1s taken 
out of the way, unbelief.— Hie knocks, by the preach» 
ing of his word, and the promiſe of his goſpel ; like 
one who ſolicits admifion, and will take no denial.— 
Hear then his ſoliciting voice, and he will ſup with 
vou; will make his abode with you, will maniteſt his 

lories in you, and communicate his e to 2p 
Been his promiſing word, and you Hall ſup with him ; 
Rom. x. g. + Rev. iii. 20. ＋ Cant. v. 2. 
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this will be refreſhing to your diſtreſſed ſoul, as the 


moſt ſumptuous banquet to the famiſhed lomach and | 


craving petite. 
Ther. Ti annot open my heart: 


' Aſp. CHRIS 71 has the key of David. Epen 
and none can ſbul; be ſhutteth, and none can open *.— 
HE is able to make all grace, not only to exiſt in you; 


dut abound towards you + And, What is ſtill more 


encouraging, he is profeſſedly the aut her and frifber 
of our faith f. Since he has claimed this character 
to himſelf, ſince he has undertaken to exechte this 


office, why ſhould we harbour the leaſt diſtruſt? 


Will HE not fulfil his own office, and act agreeably 
to his own character? Be not, my dear 7 Nahen be 
not faithleſs, but believing. © _ 12 

Ther. This I believe, — Ihat I am a loſt ſinner; un- 
der the curſe of the law, and hable to the wrath of 
GOD; that there is no relief for my diſtreſs, but in 
CHRIST and his tranſcendent merits. H E, and 
HE alone, is able to ſave me from my guilt, and all its 
diſmal train of miſeries. He is a SAVIOUR tully pro- 
portioned to my wants; exactly ſuited to my ſeveral 
neceſſities. I believe, and am perſuaded, that, if I was 
intereſted in the divine FESU'S, my ſoul ſhould hve. 

Aſp. Be perſuaded likewiſe, that there is no clogging 
qualification, no worth to be poſſeſſed, no duty to be 
performed, in order to your full participation of 
. IST and his: riches. Only believe, and they 

8 own, CHRIST Auellrb; in our hearts, 
— by legal works, and laborious prerequilites ? 
No; but / faith . He that believeth on the: SON, 
hath---2 chimerical i far from it 3 areal and a fubſtan- 
tial happineſs ; even ever/a/ting life 4. 

Ther. Ah! my Aſpaſio 5 believe. 1 feel my 
impotency. My mind i is, as rn Natel. like 
the withered am. R 

„ Rev. iii. 7-/ + 2 Corn. 8. | t Uche al a. 

I Epb. ü. 17. + , 
Vor. Ill. Ne 15. 2 bp, 
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Aſd. wig ae A As Theron, to be convin- 
ced of our inability in this Ibis is, if not the 
beginning of faith, the ſign of its approach; and ſhews 
it to be, if not in the ſoul, yet at the very door — 
Fear not, my friend. He who bids you ftretch out, 
will ſt en the withered arm. He firſt makes us 
and then ls all the good 

ure of his will, and the work of faith with porwer N. 
| you douht of his willingneſs? Then go to 
mount Calvary. There liſten to the ſounding of his 
bowels, and of his mercies towards you f. Has not every 
drop of blood a tongue? Cannot you read a language 
in each ſtreaming wound, and hear a voice in every 
dying pang ?—Do they nat all fpeak his infinite love 
even to wretched ſinners? Do they not all addreſs 
you with that tender remonſtrance, O thou of little 
faith, wherefore doſt thou doubt 1? Nay, do they not 
all declare, with an energy. ſuperior to the force of 
words, that he will deny you. no manner of thing 
that is good ? wa th ako”. | 
Mbo gave his blood, what gift will be with-held / 

Ther. I am aſhamed to recollect, what miſtaken no- 
tions I once entertained concerning the eafrneſs of be 
— as thongh it were to be performed, like the 
act of rifing from our ſeat, or ſtepping into a coach, 
by. our own ſtrength, and at our own time. What a 
was [ then to the blindneſs of my underſtand- 
ing, and the hardneſs of my heart; to my bondage 
under unbelief, and averſeneſs to the way of falvation 
by grace through faith, | 


. « Aſp. Since you are ſenſible of your impotence, be- 


ware of the contrary extreme. Becauſe you cannot, 
by your own ſtrength, exerciſe faith, let not this oc- 
cafion a fame reſignation of yourſelf to infidelity. You 
muſt endeavour, dikgently endeavour, to believe; 
and wait, and pray, for the divine SPIRIT. 
Though it is his office to teſtify of CHRIST, and 
* 2 The i. 11. * t If. lxiii. 15. r 
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bring near the REDEEME R's righteouſneſs * ; yet his 
influences are not to ſuperſede, but to encourage our 
own efforts. Mart out your own ſalvation with fear and 
trembling ; here is our duty. For it is GOD that work- 
eth in you both to will and to do + ; here is our encou- 
N And O! what a glorious encouragement, 
to have the arm of Omnipotence ſtretched out for our 
ſupport and our ſuccour ! | 
Ther. How, or in what manner, does the divine 
SPIRIT work faith in the heart of a finner? Yon 
wonder, perhaps, that I aſk ſuch a queſtion. But my 
apprehenſions are ſtrangely dull, and my views 
dim, with regard to ſpiritual things. If in this ref 
I have any fight, it is like his, who /aw men as trees 
walking ; ſaw theſe ſeveral objects, but ſo obſcurely, 
ſo confuſedly, that he could not diſtinguiſh one from 
the other, only by the circumſtance of motion. 
Aſp. The moſt enlightened minds ſee only in part; 
and all have reaſon to make the blind beggar's ſuppli- 
cation their own requeſt; LO RD, that I may receive 
my fight — The operation of the Holy SPIRTT in 
acing faith, is thus deſcribed by a maſter in Mae“: 
« The divine SPIRIT brings CHRIST and his 
e righteouſneſs nigh unto us in the promiſe of the 
“ goſpel; clearing at the ſame time our right and war- 
« rant to int dle with all, without fear of vitious 
* intromiffion ; encouraging and enabling to 2 mea» 


- ſure of confident application, and taking home all 


* to qurſelves, freely, without money, and without 

te i Fe , N N | p 
he SOR Theron, a zealous advocate for good 

works. Now you ſeem to have abandoned your 


clients. Remember, my dear friend, what our LORD 
FESUSCHRIST ays, f This is the work of GO D, 


of all works moſt acceptable and moſt honourable to 


* If. Alvi. 1. + Phil. ii, £2. 13. 2 Joka vi. 29. 
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tho divine MA JEST. Y, that you believe on him whow 
.be hath ſent. 

Ther. The true belief, according to. your notion, 

Aſpaſta, is ſo refined and exalred a virtue, that I 
very much qucſdian, whether [ thall ever be able to 
altain it. 

4. If you are unable to attain it, is the LORD 
unable to 42 it? Our ſufficiency, for this and every 
good work, is not in ourſelves, but in G O D. — And 
to him difficulties are eaſy. Before him mountains 
are à plain. — Von will pleaſe to remember, that fin- 
ners are ſaid to believe, not through their own ability, 
dut through the power of grace. And you will per- 
mit me to aſk, how you became e with ny 
notion of faith? 

Ther. I am not ſo inattentive à reader of your let- 
ters, as to forget your definition of this momentous 
article. Faith, you ſay, is . a real perſuaſion *, that 


1 the blefled 7 £.$.U $ bas thed_ bis blood , me, and 


<«- fulfilled all righteouſneſs in my fead that, through 
this great — and glorious obedience, he 
« has purchaſed even for my ſinful ſoul, reconciliation 
« with ene grace, and all n 
2 ne 15 874 10 g 
4h. 


| * Buadaxs and Stephens derive the ended n 
he is perſuaded: and, I think, very properly; for whatever 
we believe, of chat we have a rcal perſuaſion.— The latter moſt 
accurate, and maſterly critic gives this interpretation of n.. 
Perſidſis certa, quam I nobir eit Spiritus Sanctus, 2 ſalute 
in Chriflg promiſſa, quam ſibi quiſque credendo applicat. To 
corroborate which expoſition, he adds; Hae etiam in Jgnifica- 
t ione nomen fidei a theologis Latinis receptum Ja © -. 

1 See Letter X. Here is, it muſt be acknowledged, a total 
omiſſion of all preparatory or rather impulſive diſpoſitions ; fuch 
as. conviction of fin, and hungering after ſalyation. —Here is 
likewile 2 total flence concerning all cauſes, inrumental or 
efficient, ſach as the power of the divine W ORD, and the 
agency of the divine SPIRTT.—No mention is made of che 
{raits or concemitants ; ſuch as love to CHRIST, love of the 
* 2 | brethren, 
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Ap. Jam obliged to you, Theron, for the honour 
you do my letter; and I hope, you will pay an equal 
regard to the determination ot our church. Lou once 
apprehended, that my attachment to the church of 
England was unſettid and wavering. Judge now, 
who has mait thoroughly imbibed her doctrines, and 
is molt invariably. tenagious of her true iutereits.— 
In the fitſt part of the homily concerning the ſa- 
crament, webave; tlüs definition of taith ; A It is a be- 
able for the remiſſion of fins, and reconciliation with 
« G O D, but, aleo that he made a full and ſuſficient 
« facrifice for thes, a-pertect eleankng for thygons *;” 

My notion of faith, you ſee, is- evidently the voice 
of the "eſtabliſhment ; and I think it gives us à clear 
'ntelligible ſenſe, ſuited to the molt common accepta- 
tion of the word; ſuch as would naturally ariſe in the 
mind of a ſtranger, Who, without any bias on bis 
judgment, ſhoutd inquire into the purport of our re- 
gion, or conſider the language of our Bible. 
Der. How ſuited to the moſt canman acceptation of 
the word ? 7s Vi [43.5 Tas ) / , 

A. When you ſent a meſſage to your tenant,—- 
who, in his laſt ſickneſs, exprefied ſo much uncaſineſs 
on account of his numerous family, and embarraſſed 
dircumſtances, — aſſuriug him, that you had cancelled 
the bond, and ſorgiveu his debt; when you told the 
poor woman, -u hoſe huſband fell from the loaded, 
waggon, and broke both his legs, that you would 
order a ſurgeon to attend him, and would continue 


brezhren, or purity of heart. — Nothing is exhibited to view, 
but the form and —— of faith ; or that parzicylar act, which 
(haraterizes and conflitutes real faith; which diſtinguiſhes it 
from the bypucritical pretenſion, and the hiſtorical notion. 
This ſimple view is given, that the mind may fix upon the grand 
point, and not be embarraſſed with a multiplicity of ideas. 
* Anſwerable to this, was the doctrine of the primitive 
church; nie djeroila rex On, CHR TSO r. TS 
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his. wee : bow did they how receive 
ö ® 5 Farrar F 
declarations of our GOD; /o accept his faithful 
promiſe ; and then we ſhall anſwer the import of the 
8 we ſhall truly — — | | | 
er. Where is there, in ſcripture, any thing pa- 
rallel or ſimilar to theſe inſtances? 4 2 
Ap. Have you never read the words of Micah ; 
Mo isa GOD hike wnto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, 
and paſſeth by tranſgreſhon * * Here is the gracious de- 
claration.—He will turn again ; he will have compaſſion 
pen ugs; he will ſubdue our iniquities f. Here is the 
ithful promiſe. — And why, my friend, why ſhould 
we pay leſs credit to the ever-living JEHOV AH, 
than to a man © whoſe breath is in his noſtrils ?”* Is 
there treachery with the HOLY ONE of ae? 
Does the LO R D make, and then violate his promiſe ? 
« Aſk now of the days that are paſt, aſk from the 


« one fide of heaven unto the other, whether ſuch a 
„ thing hath ever been? By . 
e 
it was expreſsly e, and particularly applied. But, 
in this circumſtance, there is a wide — be- 
e eee e eee 

people. I named the object compaſſion in 
EC the inſtances, and made a = application 
in the other. Neither of which is done in the ſcrip- 
Aſp. Th we are not parti named, yet we 
are very * deſcribed, by our family, our incli- 
nation, our practice. What ſays eternal Wiſdom, when 
ſhe makes a tender of her ineſtimable bleſſings? 75 
you, O men, not to fallen angels, J call; and my voice 
ie, not to this man or that man excluſively, but to the 
fons of men indefinitely f,—What fays the holy apoſtle, 
when be publiſnes the counſels of heaven? This is a 


* Mic. vii, 18, + Mic. yi. 19. f Prov, viii. 4. 
= | Jaithfu} 


. 
, 
7 
= 
þ 
p 
| 


"DIALOGUE XVI 359 


faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
CHRIST SUS came into the world ts ſave the 
upright? the unblameable? Was this the cafe, our 
hopes would be covered with a cloud; or rather, to» 
tally and finally eclipſed. But fee! they are clear as 
the light, and conſpicuous as the noon-day. For he 
came 28 een word !) he came to fave fin- 
ners *, 

Conſonant to all which, is the declaration of ano- 
ther facred envoy. He, the PRINCE of peace, 
the MONARCH of the univerſe, ſuffered— tor 
whom? They, in whoſe behalf this matchleſs ranſom 
was paid, muſt have an undeniable right to look up- 
on redemption as their own. And bleſſed, for ever 
bleſſed be G OD, it is moſt peremptorily ſaid, he 


ſuffered for the unjuſt +. 
e might be omitted, 


and no fort of our miſery paſs unrelieved, it is farther 


When we were without ſtrength, CHRIST 
died for the ungodly j. When we were ungodly, and 
c only as ungodly creatures; neither potletied 
of any thing amiable, nor having the leaſt ability co 
acquire it; nay, when we were chargeable with hor- 
rid guilt, and incapable of expiating a {ungle offence; 
then, even then CHRIST died, and for ſuch abo- 
minable wretches he died.—Are we not of the human 
tamily? Are we not unjuſt i towards our fellow-crea- 
tures, and ungodly towards our great CREATOR? 
Are we not, 2 * in every reſpect, in- 
ners?! If we are, (and, upon theſe queſtions, incredu- 
lity itſelf will ſcarcely demur), let us not trowardly 
reject, rather let us thankfully receive thoſe | ſpiritual 
treaſures, which, by virtue of the aforecited convey- 


e, belong to ſuch people ; which, by leveral other 


e 26. + x Pet. ili, 26. 5 
He is unjuſt towards his neighbour, bo neglecds to love 
his neighbour as bim/elf. And if this is the ſtandard, who has 
not fallen ſhort ? 
| Z 4 clauſes 
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clauſes in the will and teſtament of our crucified 
LORD, evidently devolve to /uch perſons... 

Ther. Is it poſſible, Aſpaſo / Can we be warranted 
and encouraged to receive theſe treafures, in a capa- 
city and under a denomination, which I ſhould think 
more likely to exclude us, difinherit us, and over- 
throw all our pretenſion 14 hd 

4þ- This may ſeem ftrange, but it is true. All the 
bleflings of the goſpel proceed upon a ſuppoſition of 
ſinfulneis. CHRIST is made wiſdom unto his peo» 
ple; but what occaſion for the acceflion of wildom, 
unleſs it be in the caſe of ignorance and folly? 
CHRIST is made 'rightecuſne/s ; but who can ſtand 
in need of a juſtifying . righteouſneſs, if they are not 
in themſelves unprofitable and guilty? CHRIST is 
made ſanctiſcation; and does not this imply a ſtate of 
corruption to be remedied, à body of ſin to be 


deſtroyed? CHRIST is made redemption; and from 


what are perſons redeemed, but from chains and bon- 
dage, from miſery and ruin, from all manner of evil ? 

It is alſo a maſt precious and invaluable truth; ſuch 
as I would hold faſt, and never, never let go. When 
1 ſearch for my own endowments, I find nothing that 
1 dare venture to plead ; being in my beſt moments, 
and amidſt my choiceſt duties, a ſinner. As this is, 
at all times, my undoubted character, I have at all times 
an undoubted warrant tp fay, Tae uncreated WI S- 
DOM callethb me; the blefled FESUS came to 
fave me ; the great MESSIAH death for me. 
Let me illuſtrate the point. Romulus, you know, 
the founder of the Roman empire, was à poor prince; 
had but a handful of ſubjects, and very ſcanty terri- 
tories. What expedient could he deviſe, to enlarge 
the boundaries of the one, and augment the number 
of the other? He iſſued a proclamation, addreſſed to 
outlaws and criminals; all that were involved in 
debt, or obnoxious to pyniſhment; promiſing, that 
as many as would ſettle hnder his dominion, ſhould 
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be ſecured from proſecution, and veſted with conſi- 
derable privileges.—We will ſuppoſe a perſon in thoſe 
diſtreſſed circumſtances. Upon hearing the welcome 
invitation, he hangs down his head, and, with a de- 
jected air, cries, I am a debtor, Iam a criminal, and 
therefore unworthy of the royal protection.“ 
What anſwer. ſhould be made to ſpch a difpirited 
complainer? Make the fame to yourſelf, whenever 

ou are inclined to renew the preſent objections.— 

emembering, that the infinite and eternal S O V E- 
REIGN, to diiplay the magnificence of his majeſty, 
and manifeſt the riches of his goodneſs, has commiſſi - 
oned his ambaſſadors to publiſh in every nation under 
heaven,—** That all unhappy. finners, who are c- 
* preſſed by the devil and liable to damnation, may come 
* to: CHRTST, and rely on CHR 1ST ; may, in this 
manner, obtain pardon, righteouſneſs, and all th 
privileges of children.“ 1 

Ther. At this rate, the vile} miſtreants have asclear, 
nay havethe very fame warrant to believe in CHRIST, 
and receive his ſalvation, as the higheſt ſaints. 

Aſp. The very fame. In this reſpect there is no dif- 
ference. All have ſinned, and muſt ſue for ſpiritual 
bleſſings, nut as deſerving, but as guilty creatures; 
muſt, receive them, nat as the recompenſe of their 
own worth, but as the iſſues of infinite mercy.— The 
vileſt miſcreants are blinded by the devil, and enſla- 
ved to their luſts. Therefore they ſee no beauty in a 
S AV IO UR, that they ſhould deſire him, Whereas, 
when the divine SPIRIT opens their eyes, and in- 
clines their hearts, they diſcover and make uſe of juſt 
the ſame right to CHRIST and his merit, as the 
higheſt ſaints: A right founded, not on their awa- 
kened deſires, not on any thing in themſelves, , but 
Bun ſolely, entirely on the free grant of a SA VI- 

Should you aſk the higheſt ſaints, On what their 
hopes are grounded? This, or „ 

x wo 
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would be their reply : — © On the free exhibition of 
* CHRIST and his ſalvation, recorded in the word 
of truth. There we find it written, To you, though 
* Gentales and. idolaters, zs preached the remiſſion of 


& fins *,—The promuſe is 1% you, even to you, whoſe © 


* wicked bands have crucified and flain the LORD of 
* hife ; and not to you only, but to all that are afar 
< off, even as many as the LORD our GOD, by the 
< meſlage of his everlaſting goſpel, all call f. We 
remember, Theron, though you ſeem to have for- 
« gotten, the wretched outcait, polluted in its blood, 
« yet accepted by the HOLY ONE of /frael. We 
cc remember the heavenly gifts, received by the trium- 
« phant REDEEMER, tor enemies, and for the rebel- 
5 {ious. Nor can we eaſily forget the promiſe;of for- 
* giveneſs which was made, and the bleſſing of for- 
« giveneſs which was vouchſafed, even to the murder- 
« ers of the LORD of glory 1.“ | 

Ther. This is a pleaſing ſuppoſition. But it would 
be more ſatisfactory, if you ſhould produce any of the 
faints ſpeaking in this manner. 

A/p- Iſaiab, you will allow, was 2 faint of no in- 
ferior rank. Yet he breathes the ſpirit I am. deſcri- 
bing, and acts the Iam vindicating. Turn to that 
epitome of the pets tis fifty-third chapter. There 
you may obſcrve him claiming a ſhare in the greateſt 
of all privileges, ſalvation through the blood of CHRIST. 
How does he advance and maintain his claim ? Not in 
the capacity of a /andified, but under the character of 


Ads xiii. 38. | 
+ Ad, ii. 39. Cain the ſame manner, as he called thoſe 
to whom Peter ſpake: which evidently means, not the inward 


efficacious call, wrought by the SPIRIT; but the outward 
call, delivered in the word. Otherwiſe, we muſt ſuppoſe every 
individual perſon in this promiſcuous afſembly, to be favingly 
changed ; which will hardly be credited by thoſe, who remem» 
her, that the congregation conſiſted of mockers, murderers, 


1 Referrivg to Dialogue XV, 


Po pp fd oO error ee 


BO ww 0 +: © 


<< » > >. > ©. -- 


e 


* 


DIALOGUE xu. 3; 


2 finful perſon. Theſe are his words; The LORD 
hath laid on bim, on his Son CHRIST FESUS, 
the iniquity of us all . Of me, and of my brethren 
in piety, does he mean? No; but of me, and of my 
fellow-tranſgrefſors. This is evidently implied in the 
clauſe I have quoted. In the preceding part of the 
verſe, the prophet explains himſelf, and leaves no room 
for heſitation. A we, like ſheep, have gone aſtray ; we 
have turned every one to his own ways ; yet our tranſ- 
greſſions, aur miquities, the GON of all mercy has 
transferred from us, and charged upon our R E- 
DEEMER.—As the vileſt miſcreants are indiſpen- 
ably obliged to confeſs the former, they have a free 
and full right to profeſs, to aſſert, and to believe the 
latter. 

At —_— my I — 
ought all to wonder; this is that amazingly- rich grace, 
ike will be the wonder of ſaints — 
2 boundleſs eternity. Vet, though we wonder, let us 
not murmur. Let not the elder brother repine, be- 
cauſe the young prodigal enters at the fame door, and 
is admitted to the ſame table with himſelf. 

Io this teſtimony of the ſaints, ſhall I add the de- 
ciſion of their King? GOD / loved the world, even 
the fallen, the wicked, the apoſtate world, that, in 
the fulneſs of time, he gave his only begatten 8 ON. 
to bring in a perfect righteouſneſs, and obtain cternal 
redemption. And he {till gives him, with all his ſa- 
ving benefits, in the ile of the 

ber. Does this general gift warrant a ſinner to make 
a particular application of all to hamſelt ? 

Aſp. It warrants, it demands, and in other inftances 
obtains, a particular application. When Jenab, in 
purſuance of the divine command, cried and ſaid, Tet 
forty days, and Nineveh ſball be overthrown ; here was 
no particular mention of man, woman, or child. New 
ther the king, nor the nobles, nor the commons were 

II. Iii. 6, + John ii. 16. 
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cified. Much leſs was each and every inhabitant 
reatened by name. Nevertheleſs, this general de- 
nunciation alarmed them all ; was influential on them 
all. Inſomuch that the people of Nineveh believed G O , 
and proclaimed a fat, and put on ſackcloth, from he 
27 of them eden to the leaſt *. — bey believed ; 
ce we learn the true nature of believin i} Gen 
< ſpeaks to me ; and what he ſpeaks, he 
is its genuine profeſſion. Hence we — — Acores, 
who they are which ought in this manner to apply 
the general word; 4⁴5 from the leaſt even unto the 
greateſt, believed. 
_ © Ther. The caſe is not parallel, Aſpaſe. "This Was 
à denunciation of vengeance, not a promiſe of grace. 
Aſp. And can you ſuppoſe, that GOD is more 
kberal of vengeance, thian he is communicative of 
grace? Vengeance is his ſtrange work, but in mercy 
and loving kindneſs he delighteth.— Are we bound to 
believe and apply his dreadful threatenings ? not al. 
lowed to believe and apply his precious promiſes? 
Surely, the L OR D's ways are not ſo unequal.— 
When the law fays, Curſed is every one that continueth 
not in all things + ; ſhould not every hearer take this to 
himſelf, and ſubmit to the ſentence of juſt condem- 
nation? When the goſpel fays, HE came to ſave. that 
which is leſt ; ſhould not every hearer take this al- 
ſo 5 himſelf, and embrace the tender af free falva- 
tion 
However, if you dillike my inflance, 1 will give 
you another; which is not of the vindictive, but of 
the beneficent kind. Mhen the manna made its ; fir{t 
e in the wilderneſs; when the //rae/ites knew, 
neither what it was, nor for whom intended; both thele 
| | lars were explained by Ages: This is the bread 
1 which the LORD bath given you to eat [|. No mention 
3 is made of any individual perion. Yet the whole con- 
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gation looked upon this as an undoubted permiſ- 

a, both for themſelves and their children, to gather, 
to fetch home, and to uſe the miraculous food. And 
here, Theron, here lies the principal difference between 
the vile miſcreant, and the exalted ſaint ; not that the 
one was originally better than the other; not that the 
one has a clearer of CHRIST than the o- 
ther; but the latter has gathered the heavenly manna, 
and uſes it to his unſpeakable advantage. Whereas 


it lies round about the tents of the former; and 


whoever wilt, may take, may eat, and his foul ſhall 


uve. 


Ther. GOD gave the mana to all the Iſraelites, both 


good and bad. But does he give CHRIST with this 
unlimited freen enz: ng on 17 b 

4p. Our LORD himſelf, alluding to this very 
miracle, vouchſafes you an anfwer > My FATHER 


giveth you the true bread ſrem heuum c. My FATHER 


giveth you his incarnate 8 ON, and bas divinely- ex- 
cellent righteouſneſa. Theſe are hread indeed; bread, 
which came down from the regions of heaven; and 
bread which nouriſſreth the ſoul for the joys of heaven. 
his my FAT H ER grveth'you though not in actual 
poſſeſſion, yet in right to pallets. This he giveth you, 
in the free indefinite grant of his word: without which 
grant, any attempt to poſſeſs, even in the moſt upright 
of men, would be illegal and preſumptuous: by virtue 
of which grant, even the poor. ſinner has an unque- 
ſtionable warrant to receive and poſſeſs the riches of 
CHA TEST... st Ee . van) | a 

Mer. Unqueſtionable ! is not this expreſſion too per- 
emptory? ſuch a grant ſhould be made to be- 
lievers, I can eaſily conceive. But is it made to ſin- 
ners,—to any ſinners, - to the moſt abandoned finners ? 

Aſp. Yes, Theron, to ſinners. And when ſinners re- 


ceive the grant, then they commence believers. -Was 


it made to believers only, no man living would inherit 
F r .* John vi. 32. v4 57 alk © 
a | the 
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concluded unde 


What faid bur LORD? My Father giveth you 
chat is, the people who ſtood around, and heard his 
voice: many of whom were in a carnal ftate 

bitually, and even then were in a murmuring wick. 
ed frame . What ſays his prophet : To us a Son i; 
not to us, who were antecedently children of the 
but who walked in darkneſs, and deelt in the 


icht; 
Pate of death f. —- What faith 30D the LORD! 
he that created the heavens, and ſtretched them out 


IJ will give thee, his beloved SON, for à c. 
venant; it is not {aid; of believers, but of the ; it 
5s not ſaid, of new creatures, but of the Genti who 
were the vileſt of all creatures, Gas you Davie. 
perly ſpoke, the moſt abandoned ſinners.— That vr 
may underſtand more clearly the of theſe 
terms, and ſee the true extent of this gift, it is added, 
J will grve thee to open 1 — 
the ere the priſen }. te and 
wretches, blinded by the devil, — rr 
haſts ; | theſe are the patentees in the heavenly grant. 
To theſe the great SURETY is given, together with 
an the benefits of his covenant. 

Here then the grant and the gi are mentioned 
the perſons for ne they ar ed, are ſpecificd, 

named.” They are ſinners; 6/anded and 

ay org yore or, if there be any other more obno- 
xious ſort, they are all — — — in this one 
word, Gentiles. allow theſe texts to be true; 
only allow the divine ſpeaker to be ſincere and faith 
ful; then we may boldly affirm, that any, that 
poor ſinner is authoriſed to fay, < GOD gives me bs 
„ 8 ON, to be my covenant- ſurety. I take him at 
* his word. The SURETY and all his merits are 
* mine. —Divinely-rich bounty! O, let us * 

* John vi. 26.41, 1 I. iz. 2. 6. f I. zi 


5 — cds Aww a And od oc 3. a<® ri O£©A ow 


ho 
"O- 
we 
ele 
xd, 
ou! 
ty 
Ar 
at, 
th 
i; 
d, 
* 
0 
ne 
e; 
h- 
ry 
L. 
at 
re 
* 
ſc 


DIALOGUE XVI, 367 


' fuſe what, on this conſideration, the unerring 8 P L. 


RIT calls our own mercy *. Let us adore the beack- 
cence of our GOD; let us believe his promiſing 
word ; and, in this ſweet, this eaſy manner, obtain 
hoth preſent and final falvation. 

Ther. Let me recollect: CHRIST is given for 

the world, the apoſtate world, to believe on: 
AA 7s T ba died, not for the righteous, but for 
the ungodly ;—CAHRIST came in the fleſh to fave ſin- 
ners, even the chief of ſinners.— Well, Aſpajſuo, if theſe 
things are true, (and how can they de otherwiſe ? ſince 
they are the expreſs doctrine of ſcripture), it is pity, 
but they were more generally known. For my 
! mult confeſs, they are not only new, but ſtrange to 
me. Though I have read them in the Bible, yet — 
come to conſider 1 _ compare them with what 

es in my breaſt, are quite contrary to 
— ways of thinking. _ 

Aſp. You remind me of a valuable perſon, whom 1 
once bumbered among my acquaintance, and whoſe 
way of thinking was ſomewhat {ſimilar to your own. 
Will you give me leave to relate his caſe ? 

Ther. Moſt gladly. It will be ſome kind of conſs- 
lation to hear, that others have Jaboured under the 
ſame difficulties with myſelf, and been ſubject to the 
ſame diſtreſſes. If Lam informed of their deliverance 
from. thoſe diſtreſſes, it will be like ſhewing me an 
door, for effecting my own ef if Lam 
acquainted with the manner of their deliver - 
ance, this will furniſh me with a clue to guide my 

eps. 

2 This perſon was rouſed from 2 habit of indo- 
lence and ſupineneſs, into a ſerious concern for his e- 
ternal welfare. Convinced of his depraved nature 
and aggravated guilt, he had recourſe to the ſcriptures, 
and to frequent prayer, He attended the ordinances 
of Chriſtianity, and ſaught earneſtly for an afured in» 
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trot in CHRIST; bit found ho Redfat faith; and 
taſted very little comfort. At length, he applied to 
an eminent divine, and laid open the ſtate of his heart. 

Short, but weighty, was the anſwer he received. « 
e perceive, Sir, the cauſe of all your diſtreſs. | You 
do not, you will not, come to CHRIST as 4 finner. 

« This miſtake ſtands between your ſoul and the joy 
& of religion. This detains you in the gall of bitter- 
« neſs; and take heed, O! take heed, eſt ĩt conſign 

& you over to the bond of iniquity?” This admoni- 
tion never departed from the gentle 's mind; and 
it became a happy means o —— the obltruc- 
tions to his peace. 

Remember this little hiſttry; Theron ; and may it 
prove as efficacious for your good, as it is pertinent 
to your circumſtances! Remember, that the free 
grant af CHRIST, made in the word of truth, and 
addreſſed to ſinners of mankind, is the only daſis and 
ground work of faith. An apoſtle, after all the la- 
bours of his- exemplary life, can have no better. And 
a Magdalene or a Manaſſeh, as a motive and encourage- 
ment for their — to the L. 9 R D, have the ay 


fame. 


But we dieren from the prindipal ſabjeRt. Since you 
difapprove my account of faith, I muſt deſire you to 


favour me with a deſcription, more correct and unex- 

ceptionable. For, as you juſtly- obſerved, this is a 
very momentous article. Is not CHRIST the ſource 
of all ſpiritual good, and faith the main channel of 
conveyance? Surely then it ſhould be made and kept 
as clear as poſſible. Is not CHRIST the foundation of 
all true — =_ faith the maſter- arch in this ſa- 
cred ſtructure? — Mw then it ſhould be raiſed and 


* re Wo utmo 


Ther. Palemoni's account is this Faith, he ays is is 
2 „em perſuaſion, that FESUS CHR ISF has thed 


his * and fulſilled all righteduſneſs; has * 
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the puniſhment due to fin; and obtained full recun- 
ciliation with G O D: that all this N and each of 
theſe beneſits, are free, perfectly free; for you, for 
me, for others. In conſequence of this perſuaſion, 
the ſinner flies to CHRIST, comes to CHRIST, 
and truſts in CHRIST for his own ſalvation. 

Aſp. L have the higheſt regard for Palæmon's judg- 
ment; and I cannot but think, my opinion 1s con- 
firmed even by his.—The act of Ving to CHRIST, 
is an appropriating act. It implies an intention to get 
out of danger ; it implies a diſcovery of CHRIST 
as the appointed ſafety ; and conſiſts in making uſe of 
him as ſuch. How can this be done, but by a per- 
ſuaſion that he i? mine? that his ſufferings were in m 
ſtead, and that his death is my ſafeguard ? — What is 
meant by coming to CHRIST, we may learn from 
Feremiah. Behold ] we come unto thee, for thou art the 


LORD our GOD *, Coming, you fee, includes a 


real perſuaſion, that the LORD is cr GOD. While 
we are wholly deſtitute of this perſuaſion, we ſtand at 
a diſtance, and our ſouls are afar off. We are never 
brought nigh ; we never come 1n the prophet's ſenſe; 
till we are taught to ſay, each one for himſelf, Thon 
art the LORD my GOD.— The act of truſting in 
CHRIST is much of the ſame nature. It preſup- 
poſes, that CHRIST is the truſtee of the covenant 
of grace; it proceeds upon a conviction of his faith- 
eſs in executing the office ; and it is a ſolema ſur- 
render or giving up the whole affair of our ſalvation 
into his hand; giving it up, not in uncertainty of 
ſucceſs, (this would be miſtruſting, rather than truſt- 
ing), but with a certainty, in ſome meaſure ſuitable 
to the fidelity and ability of HIM, with whom we 
have to do, | PA. 
If you ſtill are doubtful, whether any ſuch perſua- 
lon is implied in be. let us chuſe a referee. Let 
us carry our controverſy to the king of reel. In- 
.. | ll 
Vor. III. No 15 Aa of Wire 
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quire of David, why he bnd in the LORD, and 
what he means by truſtin To both theſe inquiries 
he anſwers diſtinctly and Ny. « The LORD tis ny 
r high tower, my ſhield, and 125 1 in whon I truſt *. He 
« ;5=—he is my {hield ; — of this 1 am perſuaded, and 
« therefore I truſt in him: or this I believe, and, in / 
© doing, I truſt on him.” | 

Ther.. There is an air of aſſurance im your repreſenta- 
tion ot faith; which ſounds harſh in my car, and appears 
preſumꝑtuous in my eye. It is as if people 2 to 
know tfew ſeat in heaven, before the judgment · da 

Mp. The Papiſts, 1 own, take offence at this 
expreſſion, and utterly explode this doctrine. But 
they are no infallible guides for us to follow]; neither 
are they very mviting patterns for us to imitate, You 
and I, Theron, — be offended at the expreſſion or 
the doctrine, if we recollect what we have been taught 
in the firſt ſtage of life, and what is profeſſed in the 
laſt ſcene of mortality. We are taught, even from 


our infancy, that the ſacrament of the LO R D's ſup- 


per, is not only a {in of ſpiritual grace, but a pledge 
* to aſſure us thereof. At the interment of the dead, 
we profeſs our fure and certain hope of a refurrection 
to eternal life. That this is always applied, with due 
propriety, in our burrnb-ſervice, I will not venture 
to aſſert; that it ſufficiently countenances my ſenti- 
ments, none will undertake to deny. And if this 
countenances, the apoſtle authoriſes them, when he 
addreffes us with this very remarkable exhortation ; 


Having therefore, brethren, boldneſs to enter inta the he. 


lieſt by the blood of FESUS, let us draw near with a 
true heart in full aſlurance of faith ; with a firm per- 
fr of acceptance; with a certain expectation of 
cceſs 
However, if you diſlike the word aſſurance, we will 
| chin e it for the more ſoftened, and OTF 


19 term, appropriation. QT] 
fal. cxliv. 2. 
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Ther. You change it for a more ſoftened, not for a 
more intelligible term. I muſt deſire to know, what 
you mean by the word appropriation. 

Aſp. To appropriate, in the theological ſenſe, is to 
take home the grace of G O D, which lies in the com- 
mon indefinite grant of the goſpel. Is CHRIS the 
„ I treaſure hid in the field? To appropnate this trea- 
8 ſure, is to receive and uſe it as our own portion. Is 

CHRIST the balm of Gilead, full of faving health? 
To appropriate this balm, is to take and apply it for 
the recovery of our own ſouls. And without fach an 
. appropriation, how can we either be enriched by the 
"* I former, or healed by the latter? 
1 Let me. farther explain my meaning, and exemplify 

the poſition, by conſidering CHRIST in his ſeveral 
" WW ofices—CHRIST, as a Prieſt, is made to guilty 
de creatures righteouſneſs. When we appropriate the 

grace of our great HIGH PRIEST, this is 
mn che language of our hearts, In the LORD have I 
Pr righteouſneſs *.—C H RIST, as a Prophet, is made to 
4 ignorant creatures wiſdom. When we appropriate 
che benefits of our unerring PROPHET, this is 
du Wl the perſuaſion of our ſouls, Theugh I fit in darkneſs, 
ue Wi: LORD will be a light unto me + —QCHRIST, as 
ea King, is made unto depraved creatures fandtifica- 
155 tion. When we appropriate the munificence of our 
be mighty KING, this is our comfortable truſt, The 

Lo will deliver me from every evil work |}. 
. This is what T mean by appropriation.— That ſome- 
, Ming of this kind is included in the eſſence of faith, 

© Wis the ſentiment I would maintain. Which ſentimeat 
er. might be confirmed, if ſuch confirmation were de- 
manded, by a multitude of the moſt. llaſtious wit- 
neſſes 3 witnefles ſo illuſtrious, that they were a bleſſ- 


He pu to the world, and an honour to human nature z 

o numerous, that, without giving an abſtract ot their 
I Av. 24. 2 1 Ic. vi. 83. 6 

ler 4 2 Tim. iv. 18. „ 
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teſtimonies, it might ſeem tedious only to recite their 
names “. : 

Ther. I will diſpenſe with your recital of their names, 
enly let me have a ſpecimen of their teſtimonies, 
- Aſp. Firſt, then, let me preſent you with Dr Owen; 
than whom England has produced few writers, ei- 
ther more judicious or more devout. © Faith,” he 
tells us in his catec hiſin, © is a-gracious reſting upon 
* the free promiſes of GOD in FESUS CHRIST 
„for mercy, with a firm p59 of heart, that 
« GOD xs a reconciled Father to us in the SON of 
his love.” —Next let me introduce the learned and 


# If the reader ſhould inquire after their names, he will find 
fome of them enumerated-in'the following catalogue. Luther, 
Calvin, Melantfihon, Beza, Bullinger, Bucer, Knox, Craig, 
Metvil, Bruce, Davidſon, Forbes, &c.—Urfinus, Zanchius, 
Junius, Piſcator,.. Rollock, Danæus, Wendelinus, Chamieruz, 
Sharpius, Bodius,, Pareus, Altingius, Triglandii (Giſtertu: 
& Jacobus J, Arnoldus, Marefius the four profeſſors at Ley- 
den, Vallæus, Rivetus, Polyander, Thyſus; Mollebius, Heideg- 
gerus, Efſenius, Turrettinus, &c,——Many eminent Britiſh di- 
vines. Biſhop Babington, Davenant, Hall; Mr Perkins, Pen- 
ble, Willet, Gouge, Rogers, Burgeſs, Owen, Marſhall, &c. 

If we were apparently and demonſtrably in an. error, yet, to 
err with ſuch company, and in the footſteps. of ſuch guides, 
muſt very much tend to mitigate the ſeverity of cenſure, But, 
T believe, few ſerious perſons will venture to charge error and 
deluſion upon ſuch a venerable body of Proteſtant divines; ſo 
eminent for their learning, and ſo exemplary for their holineſs; 
whoſe labours were ſo remarkably owned by G OD, and who: 
ſentiments, on this particular ſubjef, have been adopted by 
ſo many reformed churches.— The declarations of the Englb 
and Palatine churches are produced in tlie dialogue. I hav: 
in my hand an extract from the confeſſions and ſtandard doc. 
trines of the church —of Scotland —of Ireland —of France 
of Helvetin. Wich all which Aſpaſio has the happineſs to 2. 
gree. Only ſome of chem are much ſtronger in diſplaying and 
maintaining the ſpecial ſducia, or the appropriating perſuaſion 
of faith. To quote them, would dignify and ſtrengthen the 
cauſe. But, to avoid prolixity, I forego this advantage. 

1 juſtly- 
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juſtly- celebrated A/tingivs, profeſſor of divinity at 
Heidelberg. “ Faith,“ he favs, „is a knowledge af 
the grace of GOD in CHRIST, together with a 
< fiduciary reliance on at, or an application of it to a 
„man's own ſelf.” —Totheſe let me add the unanimous 
ſuffrage of the chuxches of the Palatinate. It is aſk- 
ed, in the twenty-firſt queſtion of their public cate- 
chiſm, “ What is true faith?” To which this anſwer 
is returned. © It is not only an afſent to all the 
„ truths which G OD has revealed in his word; but 
* it is an aſſured truſt, wrought by the HOLY 
«< SPIRIT in my heart, that remiſſion of fins, 
complete rightcouſneſs, and eternal lite are given; 
« freely given, not to others only, but to my/e{f.; and 
< all this, from the mere mercy of GOD, through 
the alone merits of CHRIS I.“ 110 f 6 
Theſe teſtimonies are but as the tythe to the whole 
crop, Vet theſe are more than enough to exempt me 
from the charge of ſingularity. You will not wonder 
therefore, if 1 ſtill abide by the good old Proteſtant 


doctrine, which is eſpouſed by ſo many of the ableſt 


judges ; which was the darling tenet of almoſt all our 
reformers ; which has been ſo ſignally inſtrumental an 
demolithing the ſuperſtitions of , or and is ſo e- 
vidently conducive to the holineſs and the happmets 
of Chriſtians.—Eſpecially, as I apprehend, the deter- 
minations of ſcripture, and the experience of ſcrip- 
tural ſaints, are all on my ſide. 

Ther. You have now brought the cauſe to the pro- 
per bar. When a queſtion 2 important is debated. 
and an intereſt ſo momentous is concerned, I cannot 
acquieſce in any authority leſs than divine. I cannot, 
and indeed, I think, we ought not. Nothing ſhould 
ſatisfy us on ſuch an occaſion, but the word, which 


is unerring and deciſive ;- the word, by which we are 
to ſtand or fall eternally. Whence does it appear, 
that the determinations of this divine word are on 


* ry ; ® 
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Aſp. From the nobleſt deſcription of faith, which 
language itſelf can form. The writer to the Hebrews, 
having mentioned the life of faith, the perſeverance 
of faith, and the end or reward of faith, proceeds to 
a definition of this leading grace. New faith is thi 
Subſtance of things hoped for, the evidence FA things not 
een *. The evidence, exhibiting not a faint ſurmiſe, 
but a clear demonſtration, both of inviſible bleſſings, 
and of our right to enjoy them. — The ſubſtance, rea- 
lizing what is promiſed ; and giving us, as it were, 2 
poſſeſſion of good things that are remote, a preſent 
poſſeſſion of good things that are future. 

Ther. What are thoſe bleſſings, and theſe good 
things ? | 

"Aſp. I will infor»1 my Theron; and in ſuch a man- 
ner, from ſuch. paſſages, as ſhall farther aſcertain my 
repreſentation of faith.— What ſays the apoſtle of the 
Gentiles? 7 preached unto you the goſpel 4. — And what 
is the ſubſtance of this evangelical diſpenſation ? 
CHRIST — our ing .— That fo exalted a per- 
ſon as the SON of GOD, and LORD of glory, 
ſhould die, is wonderful — That he ſhould die for /, 
the moſt abominable objects, and for ſinners, the moſt 
deteſtable creatures, is abundantly more wonderful 
— That he ſhould die, not for fins in general, but for 
our ſins in particular, this is inexpreſſibly wonderful, 
and at the ſame time inexpreſſibly comfortable. Here 
we have the goſpel and its capital bleſſing, expreſſed 
in this propoſition, CHRIST died for fins. Here 
we have faith and its principal acting, expreſſed in 
this propoſition, CHRIST died for our "fro. Till 
the former is preached, the doctrine is not goſpel; 
till the latter is believed, it ſhould ſeem from St Paul's 
account, the conviction 1s not faith. 

Let me produce another inſtance, extracted, like 
the preceding, from the rolls of heaven. This is the 


_ © Heb. xi. 1. 11 Cor. zv. 1, 11 Cor. xv. 3. 
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record, that GOD hath given io us eternal life &, 
propoſed it, on I know not what conditions, but bath 
given ; freely and fully, without any reſerve, and with 
a liberality ſuited to his inconcewable goodneſs, hath 
given the richeſt of all prizes; and not to ſome only, 
or to others, kut to us, even to us. 

Ther. Us, that is, the apoſtles and exalted ſaints. 

Aſp. Was eternal life given them becauſe they were 
apoſtles? No, verily; but becauſe CHRIST died 
for them. — Did CHRIST die for them, becauſe 
they were exalted faints? In no wiſe ; but becauſe 
they were mr{erable ſinners. — Eternal life was pur- 
chaſed for them, when they were ſinners. - It was 
conligned over to them, en were ſinners. 
And neither the purchaſe, nor the gift, were founded 
on their Heng ſaints, but aimed at mating them ſo. 

That CHRIST died for our ins; — that GOD 
hath given to us eternal life : theſe are the bleflings of 
which faith is the evidence; theſe the goed things, 
of which faith is the ſubſtance. This as the honey in 
the evangelical hive; and I am at a loſs to conceive, 
how we can taſte the honey, without ſome appropria- 
tion of the good things to ourſelves. —Thas, if I miſ- 
take not, is comprehended ua all thoſe figurative de- 
{criptions of faith, which occur in holy writ. 

Ther. Faveur me with ſome of thoſe deſcriptions. I 
begin to ſee a | 00 beauty, and an unegealled 
richneſs, in the figures of ſcripture. Nothing yields 
me a more refined pleaſure, to inveſtigate and 
diſcover the exact ſenſe of thoſe inſtructive images. 
It is ſomewhat like kindling the conſecrated incentc ; 
which, when riſing in a flame, diffuſed light; when 
ſpreading in clouds of fragrance, diſtributed refreſh- 
ment. | 

Aſp. Faith is ſtyled, @ looting unto 7 ESUS. But 
if we do not look unto ESU S, as the propitiatiou 
for our ſins, what comfort or what benefit tan we 
1 John v. 9. 1 

4224 derive 
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derive from the ſight ?—4 receiving of CHRIST, 
But can I have any pretence to receive him, or take 
poſſeſſion of his merits, unleſs I am convinced, that 
they are intended for me? This is what neither the 
dictates of conſcience will allow, nor the laws of rea- 
ſon authorize.—A reſting upon CHRIST *. But how can 
we reſt on a ſurety, if he has not interpoſed on our be- 
half? or how confide in a payment, which we believe 
to be made for others, not for ourſelves ?—Surely, 
Theron, when I reſt upon an object, I uſe it as ny ſup- 
port. When 1 receive a gift, I take it as my own pro- 
perty. And when the //raelites looked unto the bra- 
zen ſerpent, they certainly regarded it as a remedy, 
each particular perſon for himſelf. | 
Ther. To caſt ourſelves upon CHRIST, as an all- 
ſufficient SAVIOUR; and rely on him, for our 
whole ſalvation ; is not this real faith? This is what 
I heard, ſome time ago, from a celebrated pulpit. 
Aſp. If you rely on the all- ſuſſiciency of his 2010, 
as well as of his power; if you take the comfort and 
appropriate the benefit reſulting from both; you 
practiſe the very thing I recommend. This is what was 
taught from the pulpit of infallibility ; and by thoſe 
firſt of preachers, who ſpakeas the HOLY GHOST 
gave them utterance, Let the convinced finner, and 
the afflited ſoul, #ru/# inthe name of the LORD, and 
flay upon his GOD. Let him not only reverence 
CHRIST, as the incarnate GOD, and therefore 
mighty to ſave; but look upon CHRIST as hi, 
| GOD, and therefore willing to ſave. Thus let him 


I find two words in the original, which expreſs the privi- 
lege and the duty of refling on CHRIST. CD) which im- 
plics fuch a ſtate of acquieſcence, as ſilences the clamonrs of 
conſcience, and compoſes the perturbation of the ſpirit, NM 
which ſignifies the refreſhment and repoſe of a weary pilgrim, 
when he arrives at the end of his journey, and is ſettled for 
life in a ſecure, commodioys, plentiful habitation, P/al. 
XXAVii. 7. , vüi. 112. | 
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lean upon the ROCK K of ages, without indulging a 
doubt, concerning his right to make uſe of it, or the 
poſſibility of its failing him. | 

To caſt ourſelves upon CHRIST; to caſt cur bur- 
den, or to caſt all our care f upon the LORD; are 
metaphors, which may receive ſome elucidation from 
an incident recorded in the 4s, When the mariners 
and paſſengers, which failed with St Paul, ſaw their 
veſſel ſhattered ; ſaw the waves prevalling ; ſaw no 
hope of ſafety trom 8 in the ſhip; they caſt, 
themſelves f upon the floating planks. They caſt them- 
ſelves upon the planks without any fcruple, not que- 
ſtioning their right to make uſe of them; and they 
clave to thoſe ſupporters with a chearful confidence, 
not doubting but, according to the apoſtle's promiſe, 
they ſhould eſcape ſafe to land. Be this what people 
mean, when they ſpeak of venturing or ca/ling theme 
ſelves upon CHRIST, and I approve the expreſſion, 
| ſubſcribe the doctrine. It ſpeaks what I with for my 
{riend, for myſelf, and for my fellow-ſinners, 

Let us ſhift our ſituation, and view the point in an- 
other 0-00 \ Conſider the bleſſed and glorious object 
of our faith. —CHR IST is repreſented by the ſimili- 
tude of bread, heavenly bread for the hungry ſul. Faith 
is characterized by eating the food. And can this be 
done without a perſonal application ?-CHRJST is held 
forth under the image of living waters, ever running, 
and always free for the thirity appetite. But let them 
run ever ſo copioully, let them ve preſented ever ſo 
freely, all this will neither quench the thirſt, nor re - 
freſh the ſpirits, unleſs they are drank, To do this is 
the buſineſs of faith. CHRIST 3s deſcribed as a 
garment, to accommodate deſtitute, and beautify de- 
formed creatures. Faith is expreſſed by putting on this 
commodious garment, and wearing this beautiful robe. 
And can any idea, or any expreſſion, more ſtrongly 


denote an actual appropriation 
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Ther. It is evident, that many holy people, in for. 
mer ages, were not poſſeſſed of — — What is 
the language of David? It is all deſpondency. ] 
am caſt out of the fight of thine eyes. —To the ſame 
melancholy tune is t 22 rp of A/aph ſtrung: II his 
mercy clean gone for ever? — his pr omiſe fail for ever. 
more? — The ſame jealous and ſttul air breathes 
in the complaint of the church. The LORD hath 

forſaken me, and- 7 LORD bath fer gotten me.—Why 
— ſhould my Aſpaſio ſet up a rule ſtricter and high- 
er than thoſe eminent ſaints attained? 

Aſp. You ſhould rather aſk, Why have the beſt 
judges, and the moſt exemplary Chriſtians, in their 
ſeveral writings, ſet up this rule? Why have the a- 
poſtles of our LORD, and the SPIRIT of our 
GOD, ſpaking in the Bible, ſet up this rule? To 
Which 1 might reply, Becauſe it is, of all precepts, 
the moſt beneficial. Therefore they have not ſo much 
ſet it up under the notion of a ftrict rule, as th 
err ble fl 
ing. 
Tour he when put into its proper lan- 
guage, ſeems to run thus; Why muſt we be obli- 

<« ged to traſt in CHRIST alone? Why muſt we be 
< obliged to affure ourfelves of ſalvation by HIM?“ 
—Whereas, inſtead of a complaint, it ſhould be mat- 
ter of exultation, and we ſhould rather expreſs our. 
ſelves in this manner: Bleſs the LORD, O my 
« ſoul, that a finner, ſuch a vile finner, ſhould be al- 
« lowed to take CHRIST and all his ſalvation as 
« my own; and thus to affure wy of . 

« lineſs, and glory.” -- | 

This blefling was certainly enjoy ed by the holy men 
of old ; but, hke every other ſpecies of felicity in this 
world, it was enjoyed after an imperfect manner.— 
had an affured perſuaſion of G O D's preſent 
favour, and of thcir own final happineſs. Neverthe- 
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both of outward temptations, and of inward corrup- 
tions: which might, for a while, impair its vigour, 
though not deſtroy its being. As under a tranſient 
ſwoon, the ſpirits fail, the colour departs, but the 
vital principle ſubſiſts. 

You may farther obſerve, concerning thoſe pious 
perſons, that, when they ceaſe to exerciſe this confi- 
dence of faith, they lament the omg „ faid, This 
i my infirmity 1 hey chide themſelves for it; Why 
art thou caſt down, O my ſoul?— They encourage them- 
ſelves againſt it; Hope in GOD , it is thy W 
able privilege How could they do this? on what 
grounds, or from what motive? if they had not a 


ſecret perſuaſion, that their ranſom was paid, and their 


G OD reconciled ; conſequently, that 5 their doubts 
were an injury to his fidelity — to his goodneſs. 

Nay, the church even under her darkeſt apprehen- 
ſions, ſtill ſpeaks the ſentiment, ſtiſl retains the grace, 
for which I am pleading. My LORD, uttered with 
her lips, argues an applicatory faith in her heart.—80 
copious and pregnant are the evidences of this pre- 
cious doctrine! It is confirmed by that very pallage, 
which was produced for its confutation. 

Ther. If this be the ſentiment of the church i in genen 
is it alſo the temper af her particular members: Was 
each of them animated by this firm and lively faith ? 

Aſp. Let theſe parti perſons appear, and anſwer 
for themſelves.—Hear the declaration of the pſalmiſt; 
Bleſs the LO R D, O my foul; and all that is within 
me, bleſs his holy name 4. What is the cauſe of this 
holy tranſport, and devout praiſe? Is it, becauſe GOD 
poſſibly may, becauſe I E bly wit? No; but 
becauſe H © actually does ve: Who for giveth all 
thine iniquities —Take notice 5 ob's bel, — Job's 
ſupport, amidſt his — 5 ſufferings. I know 
that my REDEEMER livetb; not only that there is 
fl —— but that he is. together with all his ſaving 
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benefits, nine: which, being a truth ſo ſweet and de- 
lightful, is expreſſed a ſecond time; whom I ſhall ſee 
for myſelf , to my own advantage, and for my own 
comfort: ſee him exerting his almighty power and 
infinite mercy, to reſcue my body from the grave, and 
to deliver my ſoul from hell.—What was Habattul's 
ſecurity, amidſt the threatening, the tremendous, the 
triumphant malice of his own, and his country's ene- 
mies? The LORD GOD 1. 8 He ſays 
not, I wiſh, I pray, for the divine favour, and the di- 
vine ſuccour; but I am perſuaded, they both are mine; 
my ineſtimable portion, and my. inviolable * 
He will make my feet like hind*s feet, that I per- 
fectly eſcape from all danger; and he will mate me walk 
* mine high places, beyond the reach of every e- 


+. | 
| Ther. Is this the langoage of believers under the 
New-teſtament diſpenſation ' | 
Ap. Under every diſpenſation, Theron. They who 
lived before the law, were perſuaded j of the promiſes; 
-had not the leaſt diſtruſt, with regard to the certainty 
of their performance; nay, they embraced them || as 
their own, they hugged them, as it were, to their 
very ſouls. They who lived under the law could ſay, 
As far as the eaſt is from the weſt, ſo far hath he removed 
our tranſgreſſions from us + .—And can you imagine, in 
"the days of the when our advan are great- 
er and our light is clearer, - that our faith ſhould be 
weaker, or our hope fainter ? St Peter makes a profeſ- 
fion, which excludes all doubting ; I am a witneſs of 
the ſufferings of CHRIST, and alſc a partaker of the 
glory that ſhall be revealed ++. St Paul anſwers in the 
heroic ſtrain. I #now whom I have believed; and 
I am perſuaded, that neither life, nor death, nor any 
creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate me from the love of 
* Job xix. 25.27. + Hab. iii. 19. f nan, Heb, xi. 
13. L. 4+ Pal, Ciii, 14. ++ ee 
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GOD, whichis in CHRIST JESUSHMM LORD. 
With both which, the coufeſſion of faith recorded by 
St Luke, is exactly correſpondent; We believe, that, 
through the grace of the LORD FESUS CHRIST, 
we "hall be ſaved even as they f. 

1 Was not this a privilege peculiar to the a- 

ſtles 
FI By no means. All believers are brethren, and 
have like precious faith, —Hear how St Peter exhorts 
all his people; Gird up the loins of your mind, and hope 
to the end; or, as the word ſhould rather be tranſ- 
lated, hope perfectly, hope aſſuredly, for the grace thats to 
be brought unto you at the revelation of FESUS CHRIST f. 
Maintain, not a dim, but a bright hope; not a waver- 
ing, but a ſteady expectation, of eternal life; that 
free, but grand gift, of which the LORD FESUS, 
at his ſecond coming, ſhall put you in full poſſeſſion. 
—The apoſtle, writing to his Hebrew converts, en- 
courages them all to hold faſt the confidence, and the 
rejoicing of hope, firm unto the end ||. From whence it 
is deducible, that a truſt amounting to confidence, and 
the joy which naturally reſults from ſuch a truſt, were 
the common portion of Chriſtians ; poſſeſſed, not 


barely by ſome few exalted ſaints, but by the follow- 
ers of F ESUS in general. I might bring many more 


inſtances. But why ſhould 1 multiply proofs ? Since 
the beloved diſciple declares, Theſe things have I writ- 


ten unto you, that believe on the name of the S ON 


GOD, that ye may know that ye have eternal life. 
Wer. True, Aſpafio. This coincides with my ap- 
prehenſions. The ſcriptures are written, —firſt, that 
we may believe, and be entitled to eternal life ;—next, 


* Rom, viii. 29. 7 + Acts xv. 11. 
t 1 Pet. i. 13. Ee mee or xp rh, ſignify to the end. But 
reg, as far as I can recollect, is never uſed in this ſenſe, 
either by ſacred or profane writers. It may be rendered per- 


Jefte, integre, in this connection, cum Arma fiducia, with a 


ce. . 
Heb. ii. 6. 


that 


"x 
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that we may have the &nowledge of our belief, and a 
conſciouſneſs of our title. The apoſtle ſuppoſes his 
correſpondents to poſſeſs the former, yet not to have 
attained the latter. 

Aſp. Is it certain, that he makes ſuch a ſuppoſition ? 
He writes, Imagine, not with a view of leading them 
to either, but of confirming them in both.-—He inti- 
mates, that the privilege and the comfort ſhould go 
together. If we believe, that CHRIST is our Sure- 
ty; we ſhould be perfuaded, that he has paid our 
debt, and ſatisſied Juſtice to the very uttermoſt far- 
thing. If we believe, that CHRIST is our bride- 

m; we ſhould reſt aſſured, that his righteouſneſs, 
is inheritance, and his kingdom are ours. And why 
ihould we take pains to ſeparate, what G O D's word 
and the very nature of things have united? Will this 
turn to our advantage? muſt it not iffue in our lois ? 
— Beſides, according to your own interpretation, who- 
ever falls ſhort of this Jang knowledge, falls ſhort 
of one great end for which the ſcriptures were written. 
He receives not his full reward. He only glean, 
where he might reap ;- is toſſed on the ocean of un- 
certainty: whereas they that have believed, have gain- 
ed the port, have dropped their anchor, and enter into 
reſt *. | 


Ther. Believed ! What? that our fins are laid upon 


CHRIST? that he was obedient in our ſtead ? that 


all ſpiritual bleſſings are thereby procured for our— 
even for or enjoyment ? d | 
Aſp. The bleſſings you mention, are evidently the 
purport of the goſpel. And I know of no other ju- 
ſtifying faith, but that which relates to the goſpel, and 
believes its report +. Nor can | think, that any other 
belief will adminiſter the tranquillity, or produce the 
reft, ſpecified by the apoftle.—But here, I find, lies 
the core and root of our controverſy. This is the 
preciſe point to be ſettled; What it is to believe? what 
* Heb. iv. 3. | | +4yIEKML f 
is 
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is included in this very important word? — This que- 
{tion might renew our diſpute, and cauſe the paſt ar- 
ments to recur. Whereas, I would gladly get rid 
of diſputation. We have already been too long de- 
tained in theſe diſagreeable paths. However, ſince 
you have given the occaſion, I may juſt touch upon 
another text or two. For I would willingly drive 
this nail to the head ; and not leave my friend uncon- 
vinced, on a ſubject of the utmoſt conſequence. 

The LORD declares by his prophet, J, even I am 
he, that bletteth out thy tranſgreſſuns. To believe, is 
to ſubſcribe this declaration; to ſubſcribe with our 
hand, and profeſs from our heart, LORD, it is 
“ done, as thou haſt faid.”— Faith is, if I may fo 
ſpeak, the echo of the divine voice. It eagerly catch- 
es, and punctually reverberates the joyful ſound. Does 
60 DE » Thou art my people ? Faith replies, Thou art 
my GOD * : not barely deliring, but confidently a- 
verring, an intereſt in his favour. This explanation 
of faith is given us by a wiſdom which cannot be de- 
ceived, by a fidelity which cannot deceive. Once 
more. Our LORD bears this teſtimony concernin 
Thomas ; Thomas, thou haſt believed. Now ten, 
think we have got an infalhble touchſtone. Let us 
examine, what that is which FESUS CHRIST 
calls belzeving. Whatever it be, it is the determina- 
tion of truth itſelf; and ſhould: paſs for a verdict, 
from which there lies no appeal. And this, this is 
the confeſſion of Thomas, My LO RD, and my GOD +. 
This, this expreſſes what our divine MASTER calls 
believing. When, therefore, we confeſs with our lips, 
and are perfuaded in our hearts, that F ESUS is our 
LO RD, who bought us with his blood; that J E- 
SUS is our OD, Who will exert all his adorable 
perfections for our good; then we truly believe. We 
believe, in our SA VIO U R's ſenſe of the word, we 
have that faith, which he allows to be genuine. 

„ Hoſ. ii. 23. 1 John xx. 28, 29. 
| er. 
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Ther. Is this the conſtant language of faith ? Accor. 
ding to this account, there is no difference between 
the infant and the adult; between the new. born babe, 
and the full- grown man in CHRIST. Your ſpiri- 
tual children, Aſpaſio, muſt be meu from their birth; 
nay, born in all the vigour of manhood. Whereas, 
the apoſtle makes an evident difference between the 


babes, the young men, and the fathers ; between faith, 


the — faith, and — full aſſurance of faith. 
If we are told of a patriarch, who was ſtrong in faith ; 

we read of ſome Roman converts, who were weak in 
the faith; and we hear our LORD ſpeaking to di- 
ſciples, who were fearful and of little faith. 

p. Between faith, and the full affurance of faith, 
the apoſtle makes a difference. The one 1s the moſt 
exalted pitch, where the other is but an inferior ele- 
vation. Yet both are rounds of the fame ladder,—1 
don't remember, that the ſacred writer any where diſ- 
tinguiſhes between faith and affurance. nc and nee 
faith and confidence, are joined in the epiſtle to the E- 
phefians. It is the opinion of the belt critics, that the 
ſenſe of the latter is included in the former. The 
critic's opinion is confirmed by the apoſtle's declara- 
tion, We have acceſs with confidence through faith *. 
Could yonder ſun diffuſe warmth through the air, if 
it had no warmth in itſelf? No more could faith pro- 
duce confidence in the believer, if, in its own nature, 
it did not contain the ſame. 

The caſe of little faith, I think, may be explained 


from our LOR D's own expoſtulation ; O thou of lit- 


tle faith, wherefore didſi thou doubt? Here was a faith, 
not only in CARIST's power, but alſo in his will. 
Nay, here was an appropriating faith, by which the 
apoſtle applied both to himſelf. —© 1 verily believe, 
« that my divine MASTER is able to preſerve me, 
« even though I venture to tread upon this tempe- 
*« {tuous ſea. I am perſuaded likewiſe, that he will 
| * Eph. ui, 12. 
1 uphold 
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« uphold me, and not ſuffer his ſervant to periſh in the 
« hazardous enterpriſe.” Nothing leſs than this 
could have produced that hazardous enterpriſe, or 
have emboldened him to walk upon the rolling billows. 

Do you not diſcern, in this inſtance, ſome degree 
of perſonal application, ſome real aſſurance of faith? 
'Tis true, this faith was violently aſſaulted by doubts, 
and greatly enfeebled by fears *. Yet ſtill it was of 
the applicatory kind. He can, he oill, were expreſſive 
of its nature ; though the boiſterous winds, and the 
terrifying appearance of things, almoſt drowned its 
yoice, or ſtifled the words in their utterance. | 

Ther. It you allow no difference between faith and 
confidence, I am very ſure, St 7ohn puts a difference 
between babes, young men, and fathers. | 

Aſp. He does, Theron. And ſo would I. Neither 
can I think of any thing more proper to explain my 
meaning, or eſtabliſh my tenet, than your own com- 
pariſon.— In ſome fruitful family, you may fee one 
child in Jeading-ſtrings ; another able to walk by itſelf ; 
a third come home, improved and cultivated, from 
the ſchool of literature. Obſerve their ſpeech. One 
liſps out a few broken ſentences ; another talks mtel- 
ligibly, but very incorrectly ; the laſt has learned to 
expreſs himſelf with tolerable propriety. Yet each 
ſpeaks the ſame language, notwithſtanding the various 
degrees of fluency in their utterance, or purity in 
their diction.— So faith always ſpeaks one and the ſame 


* I muſt beg of the candid reader, to take particular no- 
tice of this limitation ; and muſt entreat impartial examiner, 
not to forget this conceflion. We no where ſuppoſe, that a 
freedom from all fears, or a ſuperiority to all doubts, are in- 
cluded in the nature of faith, We only affirm, that an appro» 
priating perſu iſion of aſſurance are neceflary to the being . 
faith. This aſſurance may be encumbered with doubts, and 
may conflict with fears. But ſtill it is aſſurance, real affurance, 
—and-proves itſelf to be ſuch, by oppoſing and ſtruggling-wirh 
the contrary.ptinciple, , 
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uniform language. Whether ſhe liſps or ſtammers; 
whether ſhe whiſpers in faint accents, or raiſes her 
voice in a more manly tone : this is ſtill the unvaried 
import of her ſpeech; GOD, even our own G OD, will 
gixe us his bleſng.—Can you forget, how St John ad- 
dreſſes even hi Jittle children ? Fa. unto you, little 
children, becauſe your fine ARE FORGIVEN *. 

Ther. Will not this account diſcourage fome, and 
m_ others, who are not arrived at ſuch an exalted 

Itch. | 

: Aſp. I would not offend the meaneſt, nor diſcourage 
the weakeſt of my REDEEMER's ſervants. —As 
for offence, that cannot be given, and ought not to be 
taken, when all we advance is ſtrictly conformable to 
the unerring oracles. Whereas, to qualify and atte- 
nuate the ſcriptural deſcriptions of faith, in complai- 
ſance to our own experience ;—to make the unhap 
fluctuations and unworthy ſuſpicions, which poſſeſs the 
breaſts of ſome particular Chriſtians,—to make them 
the rule of explaining, or the meaſure of enforcing 
ſo capital a duty; this, ſure, would be an offence to 
G OD, an injury to his word, and detrimental to the 
welfare of ſouls. , \ 

With regard to diſcorragement, I cannot conceive, 
how this ſhould enſue, from informing the poor ſin. i: 
ner, that he has a right to apply CHRIST, and all 
CHRIST's merits to himſelf; or from exhorting the 

" ſinner to do this, without any heſitation, and 
with a reſolute dependence. In this caſe, to doubt is 
to be diſcouraged; as much as you want certainty, fo 
much you want conſolation. The proper way to com. ; 
fort theſe diſtreſſed people, is, not to allow but to diſ- 
ſipate their doubts; to blow away thoſe dead aſhes, ft 
that the ſmothered embers may ſhine and glow. - f. 
Were we to inquire after the cauſe of that diſquie · ;. 
tude and deſpondency which are ſo common pong | 
modern profeſſors, I am inclined to ſuſpect, we ſhoul 
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find it lying hid in their wrong apprehenſions both of 


CHRIST, and of faith. They look upon CHRIST, 


28 2 rigorous and forbidding monarch, wha inſiſts up- 
on ſome hard terms and high qualifications. Where- 
28, his heart and his arms are ever open: his heart ag 
open, as infinite love can ſet it; his arms as open, 
as infinite merit can make them. They look upon 
faith, as containing a poſſibility only, or at moſt a 
probability of ſalvation through his name. It is with 
them a kind of peradventure; à ſituation of mind, 
fluctuating and pendulous. Perhaps I may ſucceed, 
and be eternally bleſſed. Perhaps I may be rejected, 
« and eternally ruined.” Such a ſtate of ſuſpenſe, in 
an affair of everlaſting conſequence, cannot but create 
uneaſineſs and anxiety. 

This uneaſineſs and anxiety ſeem to have been little 
known in the earlier and better days of the church. 
And why ? Becauſe Chriſtians were then expoſed to 
the rage of perſecution? Becauſe they were placed 
nearer the time of CHRIS T's ſojourning on earth ? 
I rather think, becauſe they were taught this particus 
lar and comfortable application of CHRIST and his 
righteouſneſs. They exerciſed a confdent affiance on 
FESUS, as their own REDEEMER; and were 
ihewn a more direct way to obtain this affurance,” 
than merely to ſearch after their own renewed qualities. 

Ther. Surely, Aſpafio, in this particular you differ, 
2 from me only, but from the generality of the or- 
thodog. | | 

Afp. 1 am ſorry to find myſelf under a neceflity of 
differing from any worthy perſuns, much more of diſ- 
agreeing with the generality. This I can ſafely aver, 
that it is not from an affectation of novelty, or any 
fondneſs for diſputing, but from a difintereſted regard 
to the truth of the goſpel. I ſhould be glad to have 
the concurrence of all the ſerious, and alt the pious. 
But I dare not purchaſe their approbation, I dare not 


attempt 2 coalition of ſentiments, by diminiſhing the 
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boundle!s riches of grace, or reſtricting the abſolute 
' freeneſs of ſalvation by CHRIST. 


You are pleafed to remind me of the orthodox. Pray, 


my dear friend, what is the ſtandard of orthodo y? 
Is it the word of revelation ? This ſpeaks once, yea 
twice, nay ſome hundreds of times in our favour. — 
Is it the doctrine of our reformers from Popery ? 
With theſe we jar not, but exactly harmonize.—Is it 
to be taken from the old confeſſions of faith, and the 
catechiſms of Proteſtant churches ? To theſe we ap- 
peal, and have the ſanction. of their authority. Has 
the modern way of treating and ſtating this momen- 
tous ſubject ſo much to allege for its ſupport ? 

Let me farther aſk,—Are we better than our fathers ? 
Is Chriſtianity in a thriving condition, or practical 
religion on the advancin d? The reverſe, the 
melancholy reverſe is undeniably true.—When our 
writers enforced, and our preachers urged, what I am 
defending, profeſſors were alive, and animated with 
the power of godlineſs. Whereas now we ſeem 
to be degenerated into the mere form; we have 4 
name to live, but are languid, liſtleſs, and if not dead , 
yet ready to die.— lt behoves us therefore to conſider, 
whether the declenſion, the decays, the unfruitfulneſs, 
ſo juſtly lamented in the preſent age, be not owing to 
the — of this appropriating belief, or this aſſured 

on. 
m ſweet aſſurance of pardon, a comfortable perſua- 
ſion of our reconciliation with G O D, an eſtabliſhed 
hope of eternal glory through F ESUS CHRIST; 
theſe will be operative in the ſoul, as © a torch in the 
„ ſtheaf.” Theſe will enkindle love, and increaſe 
watchfulneſs; theſe will beget the true humility of 
mind, and work an unfeigned abhorrence of {in ; 
theſe will enlarge the heart with charity, and exalt 
the affections above the world. Theſe are the proper, 
and the only eflectual means of mating the man of GOD 


* Rev. iu; 1, Fiore 
2. 3 Perfect, 
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P 
porfet, that is, 2 furniſbed to every good work &. 

But the doubting frame is not fitted to yield any of 
theſe fruits. Nay, I am apprehenſive, there are feve- 
ral graces, which can hardly he exerciſed, ſeveral du- 
ties, which can ſcarcely be performed, ſo long as this 
ſpirit of diftidence prevails. 

Ther. Name them, 4/pa/o. 

Aſp. I am afraid, leſt I ſhould ſeem to arrogate the 
oftice of a teacher; which neither hecomes my con- 
dition, nor 1s agreeable to my temper. 

Ther. I beſeech you, my dear friend, let us wave 
ceremony, and have nothing to do with compliments. 
My ſoul is in jeopardy. My preſent comfort, and 
my everlaſting happineſs are at ſtake. And ſhall we 
ſuffer any little punctilios to overbear ſuch weight 
conſiderations ? | | 
of * For the diſplay and confirmation of 'theſe poiats, I do, 
with great pleaſure, and without any diffidence, refer to Mr 
Mar$SHALL's Gofpel-Myftery of Sanflification. Which [I ſhall 
not recommend in the ſtyle of a critic, or like a reader of taſte, 
but with all the ſimplicity of the weakeſt Chriſtian ; I mean, 
from my own experience. It has been made one of the moſt 
uſeful books to my own ſoul. I ſcarce ever fail to receive ſpi- 
ritual conſolation and ſtrength from the peruſal of it. And 
was I to be baniſhed into ſome deſolate ifland, poſſeſſed only 
of two books beſides my BIB LE, this ſhould be one of the 
two, and perhaps the firſt that I would chuſe. 

Should any perſon, hitherto a ſtranger to the work, pur: 
a- chaſe it on this recommendation, I muſt defire to ſuggeſt one 
ed caution:— That he be not ſurpriſed, if, in the beginning, he 
7 meets with ſomething new, and quite out of the common road: 
0 or, if ſurpriſed, that he would not be offended, but calmly 
" and attentively proceed. He will find the author's deſign o- 

* pening itſelf by degrees. He will difcern more and more the 
of propriety of his method : and what might, at the firſt view, 
a 5 appear like a ſtumbling-block, will prove to be a fair, com- 
alt pendious, and ample avenue—to the palace of 1ru7h,—to the 
Tr, temple of holineſs, — and to the bowers of happineſs. Our 
D author's particular recommendation of this invaluable boat, in 4 

preface to an edition printed of it in London, will be inſerted tn 
the 5th volume of this edition, 
5 B b 3 SuppoX® 
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Suppoſe you are a teacher; I have great need, and 
am very deſirous, to become your ſcholar. For I free. 
- & mr that, knowing as I may ſeem in other in- 

nces, I am very ignorant in the great peculiarities 
of the goſpel. Nay, though I have read the ſcrip- 
tures in a critical view, I have been an utter ſtranger 
to their ſpiritual meaning. Here I am uninſtructed as 
a babe. Here, therefore, I ought to be teachable as 
a babe. Yes, in this reſpet I would become as a 
little child, that T may enter into the knowledge, and 
poſſeſs the privileges of the kingdom of heaven. 

Aſp. Your anſwer, Theron, ſhall be a law. — Love to 
GOD, is the firſt commandment ; and, without all 
peradventure, is the principal grace. But is it eaſy, 
is it poſſible to love G O D, before we have any per- 
ſuaſion of his love to us? This is what the apoſtles 
did not, could not do. And, if it exceeded their a- 
bility, it will doubtleſs be above the reach of our ca- 


may be urged; we may ſee the neceſſity of it, and 
defire A it: but we ſhall never, never be able 
to exerciſe it, till we have ſome comfortable appre- 
henfion of GOD's reconciliation and good-will to 
us. Me love HI M.—Wherefore ? from what induce- 
ment? Becauſe he firſt loved us * ; and becauſe this 
love hath been made evident to our conſciences, by 
WW : | 
Wbat think you of delight in GOD? This alſo is 
a Chriſtian grace. But = can two walk together, 
except they be agreed? We never covet an intimacy 
with the weak 4 who declares himſelf our enemy. 
Nay, if there be 8 a ſuſpicion, that he bears us a 
ſecret ill-will; we ſhall be jealous of truſting him, and 
averſe to approach him. This' was the caſe of our 
firſt parents, immediately after the fall. Inſtead of 
drawing near to their CREATOR, with pleaſure 
and gratitude ; they fled from him, with anxiety and 
E 


terror. 
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terror. And why? Becauſe they were under the a- 
larming apprebhenſions of his diſpleaſure. — Whereas, 
let us once believe, what the apoſtle affirms, When we 
were enemies, we were reconciled to GOD by the death 
of is SON*, Let us cordially credit, what the pro- 
phet repeatedly declares, Therefore will the LORD 
wait that he may be gracious unto you ; and therefore will 
he be exalted, that he may have mercy upon you f. Then 
we ſhall ſeek his face with alacrity. Our affections 
will be on the wing to ſalute their almighty BEN E- 
FACTOR. We ſhall jy in GOD through our 


LORD FESUS CHRIST. 
Ther. To the enjoyment of ſo many ſpiritual conſo- 


lations, and the exerciſe of ſeveral delightful graces, I 


acknowledge, an aſſured faith is neceſſary; but— 
Aſp. Ay, Theron, you may well heſitate. It will 


be difficult to fill up the chaſm in your diſcourſe. For 


Rom. v. 10. 

+ IJ. xxx. 18. That admirable commentator VI TRIN G4, 
who generally draws his bow with a ſteady hand, and ſhoots 
his arrow with the exacteſt aim, here ſeems to miſs the mark. 
He appears to have thought, that waiting ts be gracious, im- 
plies a delay in the exerciſe of the attribute, and is the ſame as 
to ab/tain from being gracious, Had this been the meaning, the 
language would probably have been, not - 9 but 5903 


—To wait to be gracious ſignifies, to ſtand over a people with, 


the continued tenders of grace and mercy, even while they re- 
fuſe to accept them. This was the cafe with GOD and [/racl. 
G OD. promiſed to defend the Hraclites ; they obſtinately re- 
fuſed to confide in his protection. G OD diſſuaded them from 
truſting in the ſuccour of Egypt; they preſumptuouſly reſol- 
ved to rely on that broken reed. Therefore, ſays GOD, 7 will 
—withdraw my flighted mercy ? deny my deſpiſed aſſiſtance ? 
This would be the manner of human procedure, But the 
LOR D's ways are not as man's ways. His long · ſufferiog 
triumphs over our perverſeneſs. Therefore he ſays, © I will 
not turn away from them, in diſpleaſure; I will even wait 
* for them, and wait upon them, till they ſee their er- 
*« ror, and accept my favour.” — Amazing condeſcenfion and 
goodneſs! I was going to ſay. But divine eondeſcenfion and 


goodaeſs are, if I may fo fpeak, infinitely more than amazing. 
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my part, I know not any duty of holineſs, which can 
be performed aright, without ſome degree of this 
confiding faith. —We are to walk worthy of HIM, 
who hath called us to his kingdem and glory * but if 
we doubt, whether we in particular are called, how 
can this influence our converſation ? — We are to be 
followers of G OD, as his dear children f. But if we 
do not, cannot, will not believe, ſo as to cry Abba, 
« FATHER,” how can ſuch a conſideration ſway 
dur hearts? — Nay, upon what principles can ſuch a 
perſon addreſs himſelf to diſcharge any office of the 
Chriſtian life? We are to abound in the works of the 
LORD, from the animating proſpect of a glorious 
reſurrection J. This he cannot do; becauſe he ap- 
prehends himſelf to have no lot or partion in the 
bleſſed hope. We are to open our hands in charity 
to others, from a view of that heavenly kingdom, 
which was prepared for us from the 2 of the 
world ||: we are to cleanſe ourſelves from all filthineſs 
of fleſh and ſpirit, on account of thoſe precious pro- 
miſes, which are freely given to us in CHRIST 
FESU SI but where unbelieving doubts predomi- 
nate, theſe endearing and invigorating motives are loſt. 
The man has no intereſt in the encouraging promiſes, 
has no title to the bliſsful inheritance ; conſequently, 
theſe finews of evangelical obedience, with reſpect to 
him, are benumbed, withered, . dead. 

Ther. Such a man may make prayers and ſupplica- 
tions. Though he cannot rejoice in the privileges, 
he may requeſt them at the throne of grace. | 

Aſp. Prayer is a great duty, and as great a privilege. 
I with my dear Theron the ſpirit of grace and ſupph- 
cation. This will be better, incomparably better and 
more advantageous, than a key to hidden treaſures. 
But how can you pray with humble boldneſs, or with 
lvely hope, unleſs you believe? believe, that CHRIST 


* 1 Thefl. ii. 12. + Eph. v. 1. t 1 Cor. xv. 58. 
Match. Xxv. 34 + 2 Cor. vi. 1. | 1 
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is your High Prieſt; is your Interceſſor with the F A- 
THER; and, with the incenſe of his infinite merit, 
preſents your petitions? Then, and then only, can 
you have, what the apoſtle calls, boldneſs and acceſs 
with confidence x. Take notice of theſe vigorous ex- 
preſſions ; and at your leiſure conſider, whether they 
countenance the ſuſpicious and miſgiving temper.— 
At preſent obſerve, how yonder lark warbles and 
mounts in the firmament ; as if ſhe was bidding adieu 
to the earth, and guing to mingle with the ſkies. An 
image this of believing prayer! Should a fowler 
ſhoot. the ſoaring ſongſter through the wing, how 
would ſhe fall from her elevation, and flutter on the 
ground! An emblem that of diſtruſting prayer. 

I know not how to leave this ſubject, without at- 
tending to the teſtimony of St Fames : than which 
nothing can be more awful, or more deciſive. It 
thould really alarm the doubting diſpoſition, as much 
as any ſolicitation to the moſt horrid fin. It ſhould 
alarm the whole religious world, as much as the bea- 
cons, ſuddenly kindled, and all on a flame, would a- 
larm the inhabitants of the maritime coaſis. Let him 
pray in faith, nothing doubting 4 ; for he that doubteth 

is 

* Eph. iii. 12, WTcaloh, acceſs with a chearing and graceful 
aſurance; ſuch as thoſe petitioners enjoy, who are introduced 
to the royal preſence, by ſome diſtinguiſhed favourite. la, 
4 boldneſs or unreſtrained liberty of ſpeech; ſuch as children ule, 
when they preſent their addrefles, and make known their re- 
queſts, to an indulgent father.— E. e with a well-ground- 
ed and fleady confidence, that we ſhall obtain both a favourable 
acceptance, and a gracious anſwer.— And all this, r,]. be 
faith of CHRIST; through the worthineſs of his perſon, 
and the prevalence of his interceſſion. | 

+ Jam. i. 6. N. B. Nething doubting, is the apoſtle's expla- 
nation of faith.—— Mw hanf is, in our tranſlation, nothin 
wavering. But the very ſame expreſſion is rendered, 4s x. 
20. Nothing doubting. The ſenſe is, either way, alike. Though, 
I think, nothing - wavering, correſponds too nearly with the 
compariſon; lile a wave ; makes ſomething of a —_— 
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lite a ade of the ſea, driven by the wind, and toſſed. 
Nay, the apoſtle adds,—and it is an addition greatly to 
be regarded. Jt ſhould abide with weight on our 
conſciences; for it comes from a caſuiſt, who could 
neither be too indulgent, through an exceſs of com. 
paſſion; nor too rigorous, through an extravagance 
of zeal — Let net that man, the doubting ſupplicant, 
think, that he ſhall receive any thing of the LORD. 

Never then, my worthy friend, neyer more be an 
advocate for doubtings. Purſue them with fire and 
ſword. * Give them no quarter. Deal with them as 
Saul was commanded to treat the 4maletites. 


Ther. If we are grieved at the remembrance of paſ? 
fin, and fect an averſion to al! fin; if the prevailing 
bias of our affections be to the divine REDEEMER, 
and the habitual breathing of our ſouls after a con- 
Formity to his image; may we not ſuppoſe ourſelves 
poſſeſſed of the truth and | reality, though we have not 
the confidence and rejoicing of faith ? I fay we ; be- 
cauſe I apprehend, this is not my peculiar caſe, but 
common to myſelf, and many other Chriſtians of the 
weaker fort. I aſk, n in their name and in 
my own, May we not humbly ſuppoſe our condition 
fate, though we do not preſume to uſe the language 
of the ſpouſe, My BELOVED ts nine, and I an 
brs ? 

Ap. So you we ſtill inclined to ſpare Agag ; becauſe 
delicately — ſpeciouſly diſguiſed, under the appear: 
ance of tenderneſs to weak ſouls. I ſhould have 
thought, the text from St James muſt have done exe- 
cution, like the prophet Sammei's ſword. But ſince 
corroſives ſucceed not, let us make trial of lenitives. 
When the great EH OVAHs pleaſed to ſay, 1 
am the L ORD thy GOD; then, upon this authentic 


Jingle 3 and flattens the force, or nes me neceſſity, of 
** illuſtration. | : 
* Warrant, 
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warrant, to uſe the language of the ſpouſe, is neither 
more nor leſs than to declare; -I am perſuaded, that 
« CHRIST is faithful and true; that he ſays what 
« he thinks; and will do what he ſays.” Whereas, 
to deny this, by downright unbelief; pr to queſtion 
this, by living ig; ſuſpenſe; is not humble duty, but 
proud diſobedience. Might not the LORD 7 E- 
SUS juſtly complain, What iniquity have ſinners found 
in me © what unkindnefs, or what unfaithfulneſs, that 
they are ſo much afraid of confiding in my grace, and 
of believing my word ? 7 | 
You aſk, Whether the ſtate of theſe perſons is ſafe, 
and their faith real? I anſwer, Why ſhould not their 
{tate be happy, and their faith affrred? Why ſhould 
ou, or they, or any one, plead the cauſe of unbe- 
ef, and veil it with the plauſible pretext of humility ? - 
Let theſe perſons know, whatever their names or their 
circumſtances are, that they have as good a right ta 
adopt the words of the ſpouſe, as we have to walk in 
theks gardens, and enjoy their refined delights. —Yet 
they will do well to remember, that thoſe qualifica- 
tions, however amiable, are by no means the ground 
of their right. They are to advance their claim, and 
hold faſt the bleſſing, not as men ornamented with 
fine endowments, but as poor, indigent, guilty ſin- 
ners. For ſuch the 8 AVIOU Risprovided to ſuch 
his benefits are propoſed, and on ſach his grace will be 
magnified. * . | | 
7 ber. Do you elude my queſtion, or give up your 
point? One or the other my Aſpaſi certainly does. 
Aſp. Since my friend ſo peremptorily affirms, I will 
not have the ill manners to deny. Iwill own the 
former charge, the latter I cannot admit. I will own, 
that, at preſent, I had much rather act as a comforter, 
than as a diſputant. On ſome other occaſion I wi 
undertake to conſider, and endeavour to anſwer, 
all your objections. — In the mean time, I am far 
from giving up the point, barely by inquiring, Why 
ſuch perſons ſhould loſe their time, and perhaps 
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embarraſs their minds, in theſe leſs profitable ſuppoſi. 
tions? when there is a direct, a compendious, and 2 
certain method of obtaining peace, by appropriating 
CHRIST and his merits ; without recurring to any 
ſuch qualifications. | 

Nevertheleſs, if you inſiſt upon a poſitive reply, l 
am obliged to declare, that faith conſiſts in none of 
thoſe qualifications which you deſcribe. The language 
of faith is not,—< I feel ſuch an averſion ; I am ac- 
tuated with ſuch a bias; or I breathe ſuch a deſire.“ 
But “ G OD has freely loved me; CHRIST has 
« graciouſly died for me; and the HOLY GHOS! 
will affuredly ſanctify me in the belief, the appro- 
<< priating belief of theſe precious truths “.“ 


Bat ſee, Theron / Yonder black and low-hung cloud 
points this way. It ſeems big with a ſhower; it 
marches on apace; and will ſoon be over our heads. 
We muſt inſtantly fly to ſhelter. 

Ther. It is well we have this ſummer-houſe for our 
ſhelter. The thickeſt boughs would be inſufficient to 
ſcreen -us. I think, I never ſaw a more impetuous 
burſt of rain. A ſhower! No, *tis a deſcending de- 
5 The large, ropy, reeking drops, come down 

ike a torrent f.— Surpriſing! What a dreadful #a/ 


| was 
If the reader finds this dialogue too long, here he will have 


a convenient reſting-place. 

+ Come down like a torrent, —This is the import of that ſtron 
piftureſque word MN Pal. Ixxvii. 17. In this manner, The 
clouds poured out water ; while the air thundered; and the ar- 
rows of the ALMIGHTY went abroad. Mr Addiſon, if 1 
remember right, admires the pſalmiſt's deſcription of a form 
at fea ; becauſe it dwells only upon the grand and moſt ftriking 
circumſtances ; without deſcending, like Virgil's enervated re- 
preſentation, to ſuch little particulars, as the cries of men, 
and the noiſe of oars. Clamorque virim, ſtr idorgue rudentum. 
— This deſcription of à tempeſt is, I think, equally admirable 
on the ſame account. The three greateſt and moſt terrible pe- 
culiarities 
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was there! A ſheet of ſulphureous fire, launched from 
the diſmal gloom, and wrapping the whole ſkies in a 
blaze !—Not a moment's interval between the light- 
ning's rage, and the thunder'sroar. How ſndden and 
vaſt the exploſion ! What a deep, prolonged, tremen- 
dous peal enſues ! It ſeems as if the poles of earth, and 
the pillars of nature cracked 


See, my dear Aſpaſio / ſee the direful havock ; the 
horrid effects of this elementary tumult.— Vonder oak, 
which reared jits towering head aloft, and ſpread wide 
its graceful branches, is, in the twinkling of an eye, 
turned into a nated trunk. There it ſtands, ſinged 
and tore; ſtripped of its verdant honours *, and ſur- 
rounded with its own ſhattered fragments. How fear- 
ful is the artillery of heaven ! 

Asp. And why—why did not the blow fall on this 
guilty breaſt? Why was not the fiery bolt, which 
tlew ſo near, commiſſioned to pierce our hearts? — If 


culiarities are ſelected; and expreſſed with all the conciſeneſs, 
yet with all the vigour, which language can unite, 

I have not met with any commencator, who enters into the 
ſpirit of the next verſe. And in our liturgy-tranſlation, its 
majeſty ſinks into meanneſs, its propriety degenerates into tau- 
tology. Whereas, it is by no means a vain repetition ; but 
heightens and enlarges the formidable idea, by diſplaying the 
effefts of what had been deſcribed, in the foregoing lines. The 
voice of thy thunder was in the heaven; the volleys not only 
reſounded, but reſounded from pole to pole, and filled 51913 
the vaſt circumference of the ſkies. The lightnings lightened 
the world ; the flaſhes not oaly thone, but ſhone far and near, 
and illuminated the whole world with their blaze. The earth 
trembled to its centre, and its inhabitants />9ok with horror. 

* Does not this give us the moſt awful and grand ſenſe of 
P/al. xxix. 9. ? The voice of the LORD, when uttered in thun- 
der, and accompanied with lightning, N RUM, not di/- 
covereth the thick buſbes, but trips the foreſts ; lays bare the 
branching woods; reduces the moſt magnificent and flouriſhing 
cedars to naked and withered trunks. a 

\ 0 . our 


. 


398 THERON any ASPASIO. 


our heavenly FATHER has been fo tenderly careful 
of theſe periſhing bodies, will he not be much more 
gracious to our immortal fouls Will he not clothe 
them with that immaculate robe, which is the only ſe. 
curity from the ſtroke of eternal vengeance ?—And let 
me aſk, can this be a ſecurity to us, unleſs we are 
veſted with it | Could this building, though very ſub. 
ſtantial, have ſecured us from the ruſhing rains, if we 
had not betaken ourſelves ta its friendly covert! 
CHRIST is repreſented, in the prophecy of Iaiab, 

by this very image; as @ place of refuge, and as a co. 
vert from t x Nom and from rain . That is, his me- 

rits and death are a ſure protection from the curſe of 
the law, and the damnation of hell. No fury of the 
elements ſo terrible as theſe; no bulwark of ſtone ſo 
impregnable as thoſe. —lt this is a proper emblem of 
CHRIST, to what ſhall we liken faith? To a per- 
ſuaſion, that the ſhelter of the ſummer-houſe is free 
for our uſe? Toa high eſteem of its accommodation, 
an earneſt deſire after its protection, or an habi- 
tual tendency towards it? — Would this defend us 
from the inclemencies of the weather? Would this 
keep us dry, amidſt (what you call) the deſcending 
deluge? Would this eſteem, deſire, or tendency, un- 
leſs carried into actual entrance and poſſeſſion, be a 
proper ſafeguard, or indeed any manner of advantage 
to our perſons? _ | 

Ther. No, Aſpaſio ; neither would à perſuaſion that 
the ſummer-houſe is mine. 

' Aſp. True: but a belief that CHRIST is mine, is 
like entering the ſummer-houſe. When the divine 
SPIRIT reveals the obedient and dying SAVIOUR in 
my heart; when I am enabled to believe, that his 
death was the deſert of my fins, and his obedience 
is the matter of my juſtification ; when I live in the 
exerciſe of this appropriating faith, then 1 find that 
comfort, and I receive that benefit, which correſpond 
with the repoſe and ſecurity we now enjoy from this 
hoſpitable ſtructure. 
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Wer. May I then, from this inſtant, look upon 
CHRIST, his glorious perſon, his perfect righteouſ- 


neſs, and his precious death, as my certain inheritance? 


May I firmly believe, that, thraugh this grand im- 
menſely- meritorious cauſe, I ſhall have pardon and ac- 
ceptance, true holineſs and endleſs falvation? 

Ab. Why ſhould you not believe all this frmly? 
You have the ſame reaſon to believe with a-ſteady con- 


fdence, as to believe with any degree of afhance. , It 


is the free promiſe of the goſpel, addreſſed to finners, 
that warrants the latter; and the very fame promiſe, 
under the ſame circumſtances af anmerited muniſicence, 
authorizes the former. | | ' 


You have heard my opinion, hear now what our 
LORD himſelf ſays; Let him that is athirſt, came; 
and wwhoſcever will, let him take the water of life freely *. 
He may partake of my ſpiritual and unſ ble bleſ- 
fings, as freely as he makes ule of the moſt common re- 
frelhments; as freely as he drinks of the running ſtream, 
This is his royal proclamation.— Hear his gracious in- 
vitation, Look unto me, and be ye ſaved 4 ; ſaved from 
your diſquieting fears, by Tultifieation ; faved from 
your domincering corruptions, by ſanctiſication; ſaved 
from every evil, by complete and eternal redemption, 
To whom is this moſt affectionate call directed? Not 
to a few diſtinguiſhed favourites only, but to all the 
ends of the earth. None are excepted ; none are 
a and can my Theron imagine, that he is ex- 

uded? 

Nay farther, hear our LO R D's earneſt entreaty ; 
hear his tender and repeated importunity ; 4s thong h 
GOD did beſeech you by us, wwe pray you, in CHRIS 2 
ſlead be ye reconciled to G0 Df. Hark! *Tis the voice 
of infinitely-condeſcending love, ſpeaking by his am- 
baſſador :—< Sinners, accept my great falvation. En- 
joy what I have purchaſed for you, by my dying a- 

Kev. xxii. 17; f If, alv. 22. f 2 Cor. v. 20. 
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* gonies. Do not ſuſpect my kindneſs, or refuſe 

* Tits This will wound — deeper, than the der 
« which pierced my heart.” —O ! the grace of our 
exalted KING. He bows from his celeſtial throne. 
He almoſt kneels to his guilty creatures. He begs, he 
even begs of obnoxious ſinners, not to reject his mer- 
cies.—After all this, can you entertain the leaſt doubt 
Theron, whether you have a permiſſion to believe 6 
firmly ? Re 27 
Mer. This is extraordinary goodneſs indeed! I have 
often read theſe paſſages, but never faw them, till this | 
hour, in a light fo engaging and fo encouraging. 

Aſp. Should not this threefold cord be ſtrong enough | 
to draw my dear friend; let me add (what muſt ab- | 
ſolutely ſuperſede all objections) the plain, expreſs, | 
| ptory command of the ALMIGHTY: This 
1s his command, that we ſhould believe on the name of his | 
Son FESUS CHRIST*, Pray, examine the lan- 
guage ; not he allows only; or barely adviſes ; but ] 
commands, We are not only permitted, but ſtrictiy t 
required. It is not only our privilege, but G 0 D's 
_ injunction.- Upon the diſcovery of ſuch 2 

SAVIOUR, methinksevery heart ſhould cry; « © ; 
„ that I might be allowed to approach him! to ſolicit a 
c 
\ 


« an intereſt in him! How gladly would I wait, ever 

c ſo long a time, in ever ſo mean a poſture, if I might 

&« at the laſt receive him as my portion? The ſu- 

perabundant goodneſs of G O D prevents our wiſhes, 

and exceeds our hopes. I freely give my 8 ON,“ 

faith the LORD, “ and all his riches to you. I be- 

« ſeech you, as a compaſſionate friend, not to refuſe WW " 

« him. I injoin you, as an uncontrollable Sovereign, WM " 

eto believe on him.” How gracious ! moſt amazing- d 

ly gracious is this command] And give me leave to i 

hint, it is the teſt and moſt important command | 

that ever iſſued from the throne of glory. If this be *! 

neglected, no other can be kept ; if this be obſerved, 
. EO * N 
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al” others will be eaſy. Now, Theron, will you not 
receive CHRIST, and look upon his all- ſuſlicient 
merits as e 7 15 not your warrant clear and 
unexceptiona nay, is not obligation” frong: 
and indiſpenſable ? . ay ; 
Der. Truly, Aſpafio, you put all my miſtruſtful ap- 
Kate ons to * ſtand. Here is a proclamation from 
blefled GO D,—feconded by his invitation, —ac- 
companied by his entreaty, — and all enforced by his 
command. I know not what can be a fuller proof of 
yout point, or a ſtronger inducement to believe. 
« Aſp. Yes, my friend, I can produce (if ſuch a thin 
be poſſible) ſtronger proof ſtill ; ſuch as, I hope, 
ly rout Ogg, and drive all her forces from = 
Id 
60 D has not only invited ou, mw you, 
and commanded you to live under the ſweet : 
tion, that his SON. is your 8 A VIO UR; but he 
aa iven you the grandeſt ratification of this preciqus 
— He has paſſed his word; he has made van a 
frm promiſe ; nay, he has given you mam and various 
promiſes, of this ineſtimable ble And GOD i 
nt'a man, that he ſhould lie; or the 2 N of nan, that. 
be fbould repent. Hath he ſaid, and Hull be not do it '® 
or hath he ſpoken, and ſhall he not make it gcod *? Hea- 
ven and earth may drop into nothing, fooner than one 
iſe, or indeed one jot or tittle of his promiſe, 
fall to the ground. 
Beſides this, he has given you, if I may fo 3 a 
note under his own hand. He has recorded his 
_— in the Bible, and written them with an ever 
pen: ſo that they will ſtand conſpicuous and in- 
telible, like a bill drawn upon heaven, and a baſis laid 
for faith, ſo long as the ſun and moon endure. 
Nay, he has confirmed all, by the moſt. ſolemn Aides 
= M ere by his oath ; 2 ene n by” - 
Numb. xxili. 19. | | 
You. Ul. Net 18. ne 4511 the 
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the oath of 4 GOD. gh his word is ſure, and 
his promiſe immutable, — (aſtoniſhing condeſcen- 
ſion! adorable benignity |) he adds hs 0ATH to 
all, -He not only ſpeaks, but ſwears, fwears by himſelf; 
frcars by his own terial exiſtence that his promiſes 
with the moſt 
exact attention. To whom do thoſe promiſes belon 
which are ratified in this unequalled and inviola 
manner To the holy, the upright, the accompliſh- 
ed? To thofe, ſays the ſeripture, 20 Hy for «ge, to; 
the bps et before them *; — em in 

propitiation, dnetenbefn, an 
of CHRIST. 

Der. May I then believe, firmly. believe, aſſuredly 
believe, that JESUS the Mediator, and all the rich 
henefits of his mediation, are mine? Pardon me, 4- 
for reiterating the queſtion, I am really, with 
to the obedience of faith, tov much like that 
Suan monarch, who, for his remifſnels and inactivity, 
Was, amed The -U nready þ. - 

5. 1 de more than pardon my dear Theron. I feel 
S If there as ſome 


axon prince's diſeaſe e ; 

Nut Sem there is too much of it in mine; and I fear 
2 epi demical diſtemper. Zut let us reflect a mo- 
ment. Suppoſe any n r of ſubſtance and cre- 
dit, mould bind himſelf a deliberate pr 5 to ens 
you ſome particular picce of ſervice — | 
add to;his P 
thould corroborate both by ſame authentic pledge ;—it 
he ſhould eſtabliſh all by a moſt awful and ſolemn 
cath :—<could: you ſuſpect the ſincerity of Is engage- 
ment, of harbour any doubt with regard to its exc- 
cution ? This would be moſt unreaſonable in any one 
and to your (generous temper, I am very certain, it 


would be impoſſible. Let us remember, that GOD 


E ran cauſe for an aſſurance of an 
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DIALOGUE XVI. 103 
and more. Nay, I will defy the moſt timorous and 
ſuſpictous temper, to demand from the 7 treacherout 
perſon on earth, a greater, ſtronger, fuller ſecurity, 
than the G O D of infaite fidelity has granted to you 
and me.— After all this, one would think, diffiteace 
itſelf could no longer heſitate, nor the molt jealous in- 
credulity demur. Shall we, can we with-hold that 
alliance from the unchangeable CREATOR, which 
we could not but repoſe on a fallible oreature + 
Tuer. You rouſe and animate me, / ç. O that 
2 ariſe; and, with the divine aſſiſtance, ſhike off 
this ſtupot of unbelief! Certainly, it can never he ho- 
nourable to G O D, nor pleaſing to CHRIST, nor 
profitable to ourſel ves. on 
* Aſp. Wit be; then cheriſh it; maintain it; and ne- 
rer relinquiſt/it.<- Bur how can it be honourable 10 
60'Df It depretiates his goodneſs ; it is à reproach 
to his veracity ; nay, the apoſtle ſcruples not to af- 
firm; that it mates him a liar . Whereas, they who 
delieve his teſtimony, glorify his faichfulneſs; glorify 
his bene ſicence ; and, as Joh the Baptiſt ſpeaks, ſet 10 
theif ſeal, that GO Di true -A have been informed, 
that, when the late EMH of Hanover was declared, by 
the parliament of Great Britain, ſucceſſor to the va- 
cant throne ; ſeveral ns of Aictinckion waited up- 
on his* Highneß, in to make timely application 
for the moſt valuable preferments. Several requeſts 
of this nature were granted, and each was confirmed 
by à kind of promiſſory note. One an, par- 
ticularly, ſolicited for the Hip ol the Noll. Be- 
ing indulged in his delire, he was offered the fame 
confirmation, which had been vouthſafed to other ſuc- 
opt 
er a : con u e; 
that Go ht not put the royal donor WS Gich v6 Je | 
fry trouble; at the ſame time proteſting, . that he 
locked upon his Highnels's word, as the very beſt ra- 
+ 11500 ebe , JS; 11.4 1 Jahn bi. 33s, 
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tification of his ſuit.— With this conduct, and this 
compliment, the EleQor was not a little pleaſed. „This 
0 is the gentleman,” he faid,. ho does me a real ho» 
„ nour ;- treats-me like a ting ; and whoever is 

« pointed, he ſhall certainly be gratified.” So, we 
are aſſured by the teſtimony of revelation, that the 
patriarch, who ſtaggered nat — unbelief, gave, 
and in the moſt — the moſt eee manner, 
glory to GO D.. 

Is it ꝓleaſing 10 CHRIST /—Quite the reverſe. It 
diſhonours ba merit; it detracts from the dignity of 
his righteouſneſs; ĩt would enervate the power of his 
interceſſion. | Accordingly you may obſerve, there is 
nothing which our EO R D fo frequently reproved in 
his followers, 'as-this ſpirit of unbehef.— What ſays he 
to his diſciples, when, he came down from the mount 
of transfiguration ? O fautbleſs\ and perverſe + generation. 
They were perverſe, becauſe faithleſs ff What at ſays he 
to the travellers, whom he overtook in their journey 
to Emmaus? O foals, and flow of heart to believe |! 
They were fools, becauſe flow to believe. What 
he to the apoſtles, after his reſurrection ? F E SUS up- 

nere with their a þ;- He en no Dek. 
| 91 10 
Kom. ir. 20 

1 Ae Natth- xvü. 17. A believing ſtate of wind is 
like ſome well. arranged and beautiful ſyſtem of limbs. Unbe- 
lief diflocates the = diftorts the harmonious frame, and 
disfigures its comely proportion 
- 7 A=, Lake x26, 25. Not theughtleſt, but, Found Fres: 
tures; void of underſtanding; as we fay in Engl: en 
a common ſenſe or, as Horace would have faid in | 


- 


* O tribuſ Anticyris caput inſanabile ! 
-þ Merk xvi. 14. The word is not e as in Lale il. 3. not 


* Fr i. 13. but . Which ſignifies, not barely a re · 


buke, ons a — accompanied with keen and ftinging reflec- 
tions; ſuch as may cover the face with bluſhes, and wound the 
E It is uſed, by the evangeliſt Luke, and by 
the apoſtle Peter, to deſcribe thoſe calumnies, invectives, and re- 
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of their cowardly and perfidious behaviour; he inveigh- 
ed azainſt none of their other follies and infirmities; 
but he upbraided them with their unbelief. Not gen- 
th rebuke, No; this was a fault ſo unreaſonable in 
itſelf, ſo reproachfal to their MASTER, ſo pernicious 
to themſelves, that he /everely reprimanded them for 
it; with an air of vehemence, and with a mixture of 
invective. NA. 
Is it profitable to ourſelves *—Nothing leſs. It damps 
our love, and diminiſhes our comfort. It ſubjects us 
to that fear, which hath torment ; and diſqualifies us 
for that obedience, . which is filial. In a word, this 
diſtruſtful and unbeheving temper weakens wage prin» | 
ciple of piety, and 4mpoventhes the whole foul. — 
Whence come ſpiritual oſcitancyand remiſſneſs? whence 
proceed ſterility and unfruitfulneſs in the knowledge 
of CHRIST? St Peter akcribes them all to an habi- 
tual unbelief. Such perſons, he ſays, have forgotten 
that they were purged from their former fins x.— In the 
erate, where it remains, it is very detrimental ; 
for they that will not believe, —— be — — . 
In the unregenerate, where it prevails, it is abſolutel 
deſtructive; and though it may not kill like an — 
plexy, it · waſtes like a conſumption. ' They could not en- 
rer in, becauſe unbelief }. | ; 
Let us then, my deur friend, caft away this ſin, 
which /o eafily beſets us both. It clogs our feet; it 
all our powers; and hinders us from running, 
with alacrity and ſpeed, the race that is ſet before us — 
What ſays David? GO D hath ſpoken in his holineſs || ; 
hath made an expreſs and inviolable promiſe, that I 
1 f | N. 
ed to gall and affi? the Chriſtians. Luke vi. 22. 1 Pet. iv. 14, 


— Though our LORD JESUS was moſt amiably tender 
and gentle; yet, when ſeverity was neceſſary and whele: 


1 


ſome, he knew how to be ſevere. Our all-wiſe PHYSIGLAN _ 


could apply the cauſtic,” as well as adminiſter the cordig/,... . 
2 Pet. i. 8. 9. II. vii. 9. 1 Heb. it, 19. 
* CC 3 thay 
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Mall be ruler of his people Iſrael. I will rejoice there. 
fore; away with every alarming apprehenſion ; I will 
even exult and triumph. Nay more; I will divide 
Shechom, and mete out the valley of Succoth ; I will look 
upon the whole Jand as my own: - 1 will divide it, 
and diſpoſe of it, juſt as if it was already in my poſ. 
ſeſſion.— Why ſhoyld not you and I alſo ſay? GOD 
hath ſpoken in his holineſs ; hath expreſsly and ſolemnly 
declared, The promiſe of an all- ſuſſicient 8 A VIO UR 
is to you. We will rejoice therefore ; confiding in this 
moſt faithful word, we will bid adięu to all diſquieting 
fears, and make our boaſt of this glorious RE 
DEEMER. Ves; notwithſtanding all our unwor, 
thine, CHRIST and his — CHRIST 
 ohd his righteouſneſs, are ours. GOD hath paſſed 
his word; and, amidſt all our temptations, his word 
— — its * is e and its ground im- 


1 argen 8 „» 5 8 * 


Ther. I have beard ſome people diſtinguiſh between 

the faith of re/:ance, and the faith of aſurance ; be- 

. tween the refex and the gired act of faig + Methinks, 

I approve theſe ſentiments, though! diſlike the terms. 

| The ſentamenty ae bappily adapted to the relief of 

human infirmity ; though the terms are rather too 
underſtand. 


Wee cogaritzes to 


. important doctrine is more copjouſly diſpla 
in ſome 2 of Mr Ebenezer Erſkine” $ on the * 
Jaith, vol. III p. 201, *—Was I to read, in arder to refine my 
— or improve my ſtyle: I would prefer Biſhop tterbury's 
ermons, Dr Batjes's 70 works, or Mr Seeds diſcourſes, But was | 
to read, with a ſingle view to the edification of my heart, in true 
nich, ſolid comfort, and evangelical holineſs; I would have 
recourſe to My Brftine, and take his volumes for my guide, my 
N and my own familiar friend. | 

* This refers to a ſelect collection of Meſf Ebenezer 24 Rh 
Erſtines ſermons publiſhed at Londen, in three volumes Octavo. 
ter mons on the aſſurance of faith are to be found in ihe firſt e 

Mr + ig Erſeixes ſermons 21 at Edinburgh in 761. p 
g 2 
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. 1 cannot fay, that I am fond, either ot 
ho he: or of Are In ily fron they both 
partake too much of the ſubtilty of the ſchovls ; and 
are more 41 to create perplexity, than to admini- 
ſter godly edifying. For which reaſon, I ſhould chuſe 
to drop the di „and net to dwell on the 
nice diſtinctions. Ye, if we muſt not diſmiſs the m, 
without ſome notice, I would juſt remark, — : 
That the faith of reliance, in its true ſcriptural 
ſenſe, includes or preſuppoſes a degree of aſſarance.— 
Includes ; for what is reliance, but a repoſe of the 
mind, which is attended with tranquiltty, and ex- 
dudes perturbation? How can this take place, if 
there be no ſort of conviction, that the LORD tis my 
light po Jatvation ? mend x tl ; for who would 
rely on a fatisfaftion made, out being perſuaded. 
that che ſatisfaction is for him and his miquities ? 
Reliance, ſeparated from this perſuabon, ſeems to be 
neither comfortable, nor reaſonable. 
As to thoſe who _ upon what they call the rex 
act of faith; ſure, they miſtake the nature of the 
11 This, if I un d them aright, is their way 
of arguing; © 1 am 2 new creature; I love the 
«LOR ESUS in fincerity ; I have the fruits 
of the SPTRIT. From whence it is plain, that 
«CHRIST and his falvation are mine.” New, in 
all this procedure, I cannat diſcern the leaſt fogtitep 
of faith ; e a teſti- 


I relying upon 2 8 AVID lere is na- 
thing more chan a deduction of one propofi- 
tion — a concluſion drawn from given pre- 


miſes. Grant the latter, and any perſon, without any 
aid from the SPIRTT, wi infer the former. It 
may, therefore, more y be reckoned an act of 
reaſoning, than of believing ; 118 is founded on what 
we ourſelyes feel, not upon the aL of à faithful 
60D; and it is ſtyled, by judicious writers, 0s 
aura of fs fal tha ah. %% 
* Cc4 23 £m „ Whes 
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When, in conformity to the aforementioned opinion, 
we are adviſed to prove our title to comfort, by y ge- 
nuine marks of converſion; and taught on this co- 
Iymn to fix the capital of aſfurance 1 would rather 
propoſe a queſtion, than advance objections. — Is not 
this ſomewhat like placing the dome of a cathedral 

upon the ſtalk of a tulip? | 

Ther. No, ſay they; it was the. practice of the a- 
poſtle himſelf ; and he has left it upon record, as 2 
pattern for all poſterity to copy. We know that we are 
paſſed from death unto life, becauſe we love the brethren. 

þ. Obſerve, Theron, the proceſs of the apoſtle's 
oning. It is like the form of an inverted cone; 
where you have firſt the paint, and from thence pro- 
ceed to the baſe, So the facred writer begins with ag, 
leſs, and aſcends to the greater proof. He 
one of the following verſes; Hereby perceive we t = 
GOD *, becaufe be laid ——ç— s life, not — 
or ſinners, but far ut in — Here, you ſee, 
is aſſurance by 1 of faith. From this truth 
LEST fram this bl received, the love of the 
brethren takes its riſe. Which may nn 
admitted as an evidence, that our faith is real, and 
our aſſurance na deluſion. As yonder leaves may 
e the — 1 ſpecies, and aſcer- 
tain the healthy ſtate. of the trees on which they grow. 
2 n kl. 16. The word COD is not in the original. It 
ing by Py. 8 poſtle, juſt as the particular name js o. 
e by Mr en ſhe ſpeaks ta the gardener ; Sir, 
if thou haſt A by the church, when ſhe ad- 
dreſfes the ſacred object of her affection; Let him eh we with 
the 6x mouth: John xx. 1 5. CL ent all which 
a aV cm 
ln the lence. "I dren, how dep 1 heart —7 + 
how to üer wer . by the beloved 
Uuſtrious * bo the ſoperlative* dignity 
and amiableneſs el the on meant: as though be, add hc 
alone, either was or deſerved to be known and adinired by al. 
For which reaſon, to mention his name, or diſplay his excel 
icncies, ſeemed as necd e, as x0 ſhew light to the * 
en 
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| When your tenants bring in their rent, this affords 
no contemptible evidence, that the lands which they 
reſpectively -occupy, are yours. But this is à proof 
which does not occur, every day or every week ; it 
is occalional only, and of the ſubordinate kind, —The 
grand demonſtration, that which is always at hand, 
and always forcible, is your poſſeſſion of the deeds of 
conveyance. Thus, the promiſe of G0 D in his di- 
vine word is our charter, or the authentic convey- 
ance af our right to pardan and ſalvation. Make 
juſt the ſame — atoms this promiſe and your 
own holineſs, as you make between the writings. of 
your eſtate and the receival of the revenues; you will 
then judge aright, becauſe your judgment will coin» 
cide with the apoitle's. + bee 0 
Beſides, this method of ſeeking peace and aſſurance, 
fear, will perplex the ſimple- minded; and cheriſh, 
rather than ſuppreſs, the fluctuations of daubt. For, 
let the marks be what you pleaſe, a love of the bre- 
thren or a love of all righteouſneſs, 2a change of heart 
or an alteration of life; theſe good qualifications are 
ſometimes like the ſtars at noon-day, not eafely, if at 
all, diſcernable ; or elſe they are like a glow-worm in 
the night, glimmering, rather than ſhining; conſe- 
quently will yield, at the beſt, but a feeble, at the 
worſt, a very precarious evidence.—lt, in ſuch a man- 
ner, we ſhould acquire ſome little aſſurance, how ſoon 
may it be unſettled by the incurſions of daily temp- 
tation, or deſtroyed by the inſurrection of remain- 
ing fin! At ſuch a juncture, how will it keep. its 
ſtanding! how retain its being! It will fare like 2 
tottering wall, before the tempeſt ; or be as the rw/b 
without mire, and the flag without water *\ 
 Inſteaditherefore of poring on our own hearts, to 
diſcover, by inherent qualities, our intereſt in CHRIST, 
I ſhould rather renew my application to the free and 
faithful promiſe of the l. ORD; aſſert and maintain 
| Job viü. 11. | 
: 22 . my 
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my title, on this unalterable ground.“ Pardon is 
N — I would ſay grace is mine, CHRIST and 
« all his ſpiritual bleſſm —.— Why ? 9 5 
I am conſcious of ſancti 5 both een 

«. breaſt? . beth foes in 


of that induſtrious #fbermen ; how intent he is 
the purſuit of his buſineſs. He has juſt thrown his 
—— and taken a conſiderable booty. You do not ſee 
him-ſpending his time in idle triumphs, on account of 
his ſuccels. - He does not ſtand to meaſure the dimen- 
fions of the fiſh, or compute the value of his prize. 
But having, without delay, ſecured the captives ; he 
prepares for erer and hopes for another draught. 
let us, inſtead of exulting in any paſt acquiſi- 
tions, ſeekafreſh to the inexhauſtible fulneſs of our 
SAVIOUR, for renewed communications, If we 
have been bleſſed with any taſte of his goodneſs, 
or any tokens of bis love, let us not too fondly dote 
upon the ſweetneis of fuch experiences, Let us not 
make them the foundation of our confidence, but on- 
Nr ts to perſevere and advance 
in believing: that, having life and having peace from 
our divine , Wemay have them more Send 
Then will be fulfilled che fa ing which is written; 
— — righteous in 7 $Ug CHRIST— fall 
live, be delivered from condemnation 
and death, but ſhall thrive in comfort, and flouriſh in 
holineſs :—How? by reſlecting on their ſanctiſteation, 
or viewing their own attainments ? No; but by the 
infinitely more encouraging views of their complete- 
SW nn e e aper 
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meas rt *, on that HOLYOQNE of 
60 . 0 - ivih 26 & 1 by 
This, I verily think, nay this, the apoſtle teſtifies, is 
the mo/? efedtual way of foeding that lamp, and quick- 
ening that flame; which, having cheared us. in our 
earthly pilgrimage, will be brightened up into immor- 
tal glory in the heavens. © 


Here they went in; and, after a flight refreſhment; 
took coach. — As they were returning home, Theron 
obſerved, not without concern, the changed and mes 
lancholy aſpect of things, in the territories- of the 
huſbandman. The fields of corn, which, a little while 
3g0, were gracefully erect, or ſoftly inclining to tho 
breeze, lay funk and flatted under the impetyous rains, 
uch, added A/ fie, fuch I apprehend will be our 
fith, if it aſpires not after aſſurance, or if its aſſurance 
is erected on any endowments of our own.  * . : 

Ther. If this is the caſe, what can be the reaſon; 
why ſo many people are totally deſtitute of all reli- 
gious aſſurance? have no notion of it, much leſs aſpire 
after it? and as to full aſſurance, they would be much 
ſurpriſed, 22 i i d, at the very mens 
tion of ſuch a doctrine 2 bft ste 

b. If people never aſpire after the aſſurance of 
ich, or an appropriating intereſt in CHR IST, I very 
much queſtion, Whether they are truly awakened, or 
really in earneſt; They are like the men of #phrarm, 
whom the les a cale not turned + neither 
bread, nor yet daugh ; neither abſolute. reprobates, 
nor real ſaints. Or, as qur L OR D explains the pro- 
verb, in his againſt the church of L,aqdicea, 
they are neither hot nor cold f ; not froaen in inſenſibi · 
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on. this point, it ſhould be in the calm and moderate 
words of a judicious divine; © I do not affirm, that, 
* without a full aſſurance, there is no faith. But this 
& ] maintain, that where-ever the latter exiſts, there 
<- will be a fincere purſuit of the former.” 
Among the reaſons why ſo few perſons attain this 
eminent blefling, we may reckon the following. — 
They underſtand not the perfect freene/s of grace, nor 
the immenſe merits of CHRIST. They never conſider 
the unſpeakable value of an aſſured faith; neither are 
they aware, that it is intended for the enjoyment of 
Ffenners, —Eather they ſeek it not at all; or elſe they 
ſeek it, where it is not to be found; from ſome works 
of righteouſneſs in themſelves, rather than from the 
gracious promiſe of G OD in his word : which is al- 
together as ill judged, and as ſure to iſſue in difap- 
pointment, as if a perſon ſhould go in queſt of ice a. 
midſt the torrid zone, or expect to find ſpicy iſlands 
under the northern pole. 8 
- But whether people confider it or no, the value of 
an aſſured faith is indeed unſpeakable. When this i; 
peace will ſtand firm, and at. 
eath will approach ſtripped ot 
its terrors. The ſoul will be as @ watered garden, 
and all her graces b as a roſe—When this is 
wrought in the heart, the goſpel of CHRIST will 
appear with new charms, and operate with new ener- 
gy- Its hymns will no longer be 4 ſtrange language 
to your ear, nor its privi as forbidden fruit to 
your palate. You will then, as yon peruſe. each fa- 
cred page, feel it to be the power of G OD, and taſte 
that the LORD is gracious v. You will reap a be- 
neſit, and enjoy a delight, as much ſuperior to thoſe 
of the doubting reader, as the pleaſure of eating this 
delicious peach as ſuperior to the mere deſcription of 
its agreeable reliſh; 7 I 7 2 09 
$2. i » 14 N f Pet. ii. 3. Xt ct! 
10 Bear 
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Bear with me a moment longer, Theron. For you 
can hardly imagine, what an improvement and 2 
tation this will give to every ruth you contemplate; 
and every object you behold. When you contemplate 
the riſe of kin s, and the fall of empires; when 
you recollect the many great and aſtoniſhing events 
recorded in the hiſtorp of nations; how highly de- 
bghtful-muſt it be to fay, 4 All theſe paſſed under the 
ſuperintendency of that hand, which was pierced 
« with the bloody nail, and faſtened to the curſect 
« crols for me! When you behold the magnificence 
of creation, and the richneſs of its furniture; the 
grandeur of nature, and the of her works; 
what a heightened pleaſure muſt they all impart; if; 
as you view the glonous ſcene,” your thoughts make 
anſwer to your eyes; All theſe were brought into 
* exiſtence by that adorable PERSON, who ſuſ- 
y * taned m guilt, and — out my ee 

teouſnets“ | 
that we — poſleſs this (previews faith #7 that 
- W inceflantly, grow exceedingly + till ie be 
— e thoſe full- grown oaks, under which we 
ately walked! and grounded f, hike that werden e- 
—_ which is Kill in our view! Be 4 = 
ber, join with my Aſpaſco in 110 must 
beg of — to inform we, how 1 wrax's attain ſe deſira- 
ble a bleſſing. fe} — A4 

#þ. Tou have n e Nas, of mag 
king apologies : would to GOD I might be as ſucceſs 
falls inſtrumental in delivering my friend from his 
doubts! that the goſpel t Shs to us, as it cam 5 
to the Theſſalonians, not in word only, but in power, an 
in the HOLY G HO ST, and in much-affurance t! | 

Prayer is the firſt expedient. Every. good 9 is 


* 2 Pet. ij. . 4 2 Ther. l. 3. rt 

t Reoted ani eunded, 24 tient There are the 
apoſtle's beauti | ideas, or rather expreſſive ſimilizudes, each 
omprehended in a fingle wobd, Eph. iii. 18. 1 Theff. i. 5. 
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forty above, and cometh down from the FATHER 
of lights. CHRIST is not only the ect, but the 
author and finiſher of our faith. LORD, increaſ 
our faith, ,was the requeſt of the diſciples, and ſhoul 
| of aur hearts. 
Aeg 


by meditatin 
A 45 ble, and — 


You are 9 and apply the other, not 
with a full, but with an empty hand; made ©.» 
teous perſon, but as àn unworthy creature. 
Mate tbe triah, Exerciſe — 3 in this ſe- 
cret of true godlineb. l a-ſaticfed, it will be Prod 
tive of the moſt beneficial effects. Look unto 7 . 
SUS asdying in pour ſtead, and purchaſing both grace 
and glory for your enjoyment. Come unto G ON; 
as a poor infer, yet with a con dependence; ex. 
pecting all ſpiritual bleſſings, through HIM chat b 
ved you and gave himſelf for you-—He that believeth, 
with this a faith, Hall not be confounded + 
782725 in his e 40 He that belierel 
wi — agar 2 have the totneſs in 
luck Maine and and RY to his ſoul.— The pour 
ant, thus believing, were, ſealed with that boly SPFRIT 


of bam l. The diſperſed of {/rach, thus believing, 


om, x. 1 On which account the ſcriptures are file, 
ihe words of faith 1 Tim, ir. 6? 
+1 Pet. 1 6. t oba v. 10. 

} Eph: i. 13. nmel ufer, hot after that ye believed, 
ys a pan hoped but believ «6. Leg were ſenled, In the way of 
believing, ye ers of this ſcaling and, fanQ- 
fying SIR. © F. Conformably to the exp6ftulatioa of the a. 
poſtle on another occaſion, Received ye the SPIRIT by itt 
. er r νι Kr — 
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. with joy unſpeakable *. Thoſe were marked a 
s rightful heirs, theſe were bleſſed, with ſome delight- \— 
ful foreta/es, and both were prepares | for = —_ 
fruition, of life and immortalit 
be followers of their example, and d the of. their ther rig! | 
As for thoſe doubts, which have 
perplexity, and coſt us ſo bag fag, lg look up- 
on them as ſome, of your greateſt, enemies. Oppoſe 
them, with all the ion and all the vigour of 
your mind. Nay, look upon thoſe unreaſonable 
doubts, as ſome of your greateſt ins. Confeſs them. 
with Qs eee | ee 
the utmoſt ardour.—With ch .cqual and zeal, 
et us preſs after a ſtedfaſt, an immov 2 trium : 
. faith.—Faith is the vehicle and the inſtrument 
ery good; All things ere poſſible to Ham that belie- 
why — bs the eee grand end of th 
whole goſpel; The/e things are written, that ye might; 
lelieve . Let us therefore covet, let us c- 


ret this beſt of gifts, and fhew all Mo OV the, FULL 
een Of DOES S r nnd 


* Pet. i. 8. + Mark ix. 23. 8 pe. 1 


eee eee eee, 

50 1 F * 0 8 1 K* XVII. 
Trg Therm Een 
th 


tion to be prepared, and his pteaſur&boat to hold 
in readineſs. —Breakfaſt being diſpatched, and 
vme neceſſary orders relating to the family given: 
Now, ſays he to Aſaſſo, let me fulfil my promiſe z or 
ther let us execute our mutual eee de and 
conſign the remainder of this mild 


to a rural excurſion. 


— any 
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durable, than the famous cauſeys 
fint hands which conquered the globe: A road which 
has ſubſiſted from the beginning of time; and, though 
frequented by innumerable cartiages, laden with the 
heavieſt burdens, has never been gu 
repair, to this very hour:—Upon this, they ſtep into 


the chariot, and are conveyed to a large „ able ri. 


ver, about three quarters of a mile diſtant from the 
houſe=Hete they launch upon à new element, at. 
— Bowe, or three ſervants, expert at "Kandling 

car, and managing the nets. 

. pn ;this the road, replied Aſpafio, on which my friend 
| heſtows his paniegyric ? It is indeed more curious in its 
ſtructure, and more durable in its ſubſtance; than the 
celebrated Roman cauſeys: though I muſt aſſure you, 
the latter have a very diſtinguiſhed ſhare of my eſteem. 
Fadmire them far b. Trajar's pillar, or Caraca!: 
la's baths; far the idle pomp of the Can 
on, or the worſe than idle magniſicence of the 4 
theutre. They do the trueſt honour to the empire; 


becauſe, while they wete the glory of Rome, they 


were a general good * ; and not only a monument 0! 
her grandeur, but a beniefit to mankind; * / - 

But more than all theſe works, 1 admire that excek 
lent and divinely- us purpoſe, to which Prov: 
dence made the empire itſelf ſubſervient. It was : 
kind of road or cauſey for tHe everlaſting goſpel, and 
afforded the word of "life a_free — to the very 
ends of the earth. The evangelical dove mounted 
aww of che Reman eagle; and ſiew, with dur 


—. Theſe roads ran through all Traly, and gretebed 4 
ſelyes into the territories of france. They were carried acrols 
the Alps, the Pyrenean mountains, and through the who 
e of Spain. Some of them, towards the ſouth, / ready 

even to Mthiopia ; and ſome of them, towards the north, 
extended as far as Scotland, The remains of ſeyeral of chen 
continue in England to this day : though they were made, 


1 above 1600 years ago. 3 F 
priling 


raiſed' by thoſe puiſ. | 


jed, never wanted 
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prifi” g expedition, through all nations. Who would 
Fer ought, that inſatiable ambition and the moſt 
bloody wars ſhould be paving a way for he PRINCE 
of humility and peace? How remote from all human 
apprehenſion was ſuch a deſign; and how contrary to 
the natural reſult of things was ſuch an event ! Moſt 
remarkably therefore was that obſeryation of the pſal- 
miſt verified ; His ways are in the fea, and his paths in 
the great waters, and his foot/teps are not known &. 

Converſing on ſuch agreeable ſubjects, they were 
carried, by the ſtream, through no leſs agreeable 
ſcenes. They paſs by hills clothed with hanging 
woods, and woods arrayed in varying green. Here, 
excluded from a light of the onititretched plains, they 
are entertained” with a group of unſub/tantial images, 
and the wonders of a mimic creation.—Another ſun 
ſhines, but ſtript of his blazing beams, in the watery 
concave: while clouds fail along the downward ſkies, 
and ſometimes diſcloſe, ſometimes draw a veil over, 
the radiant orb. Trees, with their inverted tops, ei- 
ther flouriſh in the fair ſerene below; or elſe paint, 
with a pleaſing deluſion, the pellucid flood. Even the 


| mountains are there, but in a headlong poſture ; and, 


notwithſtanding their prodigious bulk, they quiver in 
this floating mirror, like the poplar-leaves which adorn 
their ſides. _ Ss | 
Scon as the boat advances, and diſturbs the placid 
furtace ; the waves, puſhed haſtily to the bank, bear 
off, in broken fragments, the /zquid landſcape. * The 
ſpreading circles ſeemed to propheſy, as they rolled ; 
and pronounced the pleaſures of this preſent ſtate, — 
the pomp. of power, the charm of beauty, and the 
echo of fame ;—pronounced them tranfient, as their 
Tech paſſage ; empty, as their unreal freight. Seem - 

to propheſy ? It was more. Imagination heard them 
utter,” as they ran, 9 er ed 
ppb paſs the ſhadowy ſcenes of life away ! 

* Pfal. Ixxvif. 19. | 
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Emerging from this fluid alley, they dart amidſt the 
level of a ſpacious meadow. The eye, lately immured, 
though in pleaſurable confinement, now expands her 
delighted view, into a ſpace almoſt boundleſs, and 
amidſt objects little ſhort of innumerable. Tranſport- 
ed for a while, at the numberleſs variety of beauteous 
images, poured in ſweet confuſion all around, ſhe 
hardly knows where to fix, or which to purſue. Re- 
covering, at length, from the pleaſing perplexity, 
ſhe glances, quick and inſtantaneous, acroſs all the 
intermediate plain, and marks the diſtant mountains : 
how cliffs climb over cliffs, till the huge ridges gain 
upon the ſky ; how their diminiſhed tops are dreſſed 
in blue, or . in clouds; while all their leafy 
ſtructures, and all their fleecy tenants, are loſt in air. 

Soon ſhe quits theſe aereal ſummits, and ranges the 
ruſſet heath: here ſhagged with brakes, or tufted with 
ruſhes ; there interſperſed with iraggling thickets, 
or ſolitary trees; which ſeem, like diſaffected partiſans, 
to ſhun each other's ſhade, —A ire, placed in a re- 
mote valley, peeps over the hills. Senſe is ſurpriſed 
at the amuſive appearance; is ready to ſuf} that 
the «column riſes, like ſome inchanted edifice, from 
the rifted earth. But reaſon looks upon it, as the 
earneſt of a hidden vale, and the ſure indication of an 
adjacent town; performing, in this reſpet, much 
the ſame oflice to the eye, as faith executes with re- 

rd to the ſoul, when it is the evidence of things not 
een *, TO” | | 

Next, ſhe roves, with increaſing pleaſure, over 
ſpacious tracts of fertile glebe, and cultured felds ; 
where cattle, of every graceful form, and every va- 
luable quality, crop the tender herb, or drink the cry- 
ſtal rills.— Anon, ſhe dwells with the utmoſt compla- 
cency, on towns of opulence and ſplendor ; which 
ſpread the facred dome, and lift the ſocial roof : Towns, 
no longer ſurrounded with the ſtern forbidding ma- 


* Heb. zi. 1. * 
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jeſty of unpaſſable intrenchments, and impregnable 
ramparts Ae r e * _ delicate, the invi- 
ting appendages 0 ens and orchards : thoſe, deck- 
ed with all TR race of art and bor theſe, 
bluſhing and p nt with the more ſubſtantial trea- 
ſures of fruitful nature. — Wreaths of aſcending 
ſmoke, intermingled with turrets and lofty pinnacles, 
ſeem to contend which ſhall get farthe/? from the 
earth, and neareſt to the ſkies. Happy for the inha- 
bitants! if ſuch was the habitual tendency of their 
deſires &; if no other contention was known in their 


* This compariſon, I think, cannot appear vulgar to thoſe 
perſons, who have read, and who reverence, the book of Can - 
ticles. There, the church, aſcending continually in devout 
affections, to her beloved FESUS, and to her heavenly 
home, is charaRterized by this very fimilitude : ho is this that 
cometh out of the wilderneſs like pillars of ſmoke ? Cant. iii, 6, 
—Thongh it muſt be confeſſed, that this fimilitude, like many 
of the illyſtrations uſed in ſcripture, might have a fort of local 
propriety ; peculiar to the people of that age, country, and 
religion, It might probably refer to thoſe columns of ſmoke, 
which aroſe from the burnt-of ering, or fumed from the altar 
of incenſe, If ſo, this circumſtance muſt give a ſolemnity 
and dignity to the idea, of which many readers are not at all 
aware, and which indeed no modern reader can fully conceive, 
May I take leave to mention another compariſon of this 
kind? The enemies of the LOR D ſhall conſume as the fat of 
lambs ; yea, even as the ſmoke ſhall they conſume away, Pial. 
XXxXYij. 20. At the fat of lambs, is not to ws a ſtriking repre · 
ſeatation, But to thoſe who attended che altar, who faw the, 
unctuous and moſt combultible parts of the victim blazing in 
the ſacred fire, it preſented a very lively image: which was 
ſtill more appoſite and fignificant, if this p/alm was ſung, while 
the ſacrifice was buraing.—-None, I believe, in fuck a cafe, 
could forbear either obſerving ar admiring the beautiful gra - 
dition: „ They ſhall periſh as yonder fat, which is fo, cafily 
« ſet on fire; and, hen once in a flame, is ſo ſpeedily con- 
* ſumed. Nay, they ſhall be as the /mube, which is ſtil more 
* tranſient: whoſe light unſuhſtantial wreaths but juſt make 
their appearance to the eye; and, in a moment, vaniſh in- 
to empty air,” Dd 2 Villas 
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Villas, elegant and magnificent, ſeated in the cen 
tre of an ample park, or removed to the extremity 
of a lengthened lawn ; not far from a beautiful reſer- 
voir of ſtanding waters, or the more ſalutary lapſe of 
a limpid ſtream. —Fi/ages, clad in homely thatch, and 
lodged in the boſom of cluſtering trees. Ruſtics, ſing- 
19g at their works; ſhepherds, tuning their pipes, as 
they tend their flocks.; travellers, purſuing each his 
refpective way, in eaſy and joyous ſecurity. | 
How pleaſing, ſaid Aſpaſio, is our ſituation! How 
de:ightful is the aſpect of all things! One would al- 
==. 4 imagine, that nothing could exceed it, and that 
nothing can increaſe it. Yet there is a method of in- 
creaſing even this copious delight, and of herghtening 
even this exquilite pleaſure. — Let me defire my 
friend, anſwered Theron, to explain his remark ; and 
not only to explain, but to exemplify.— f we view, 
reſumed Aſpafio, our own proſperous, and compare it 
with the afiifed condition of others, the method I 
propoſe, will be reduced to pradtice. Such a dark 
and mournful contraſt muit throw additional bright- 
neſs, even upon the brighteſt ſcene. s 
Above, the ſkies ſmiſe with ſerenity ; below, the 
fields look gay with plenty ; all around, the ſportive 

es, 
15 Fanning their odoriferous wings, diſpenſe 

Native perfumes ; and whiſper, whence they ſtole 
: Thoſe balmy ſpoils &. 


With us all circumſtances are as eaſy, as the waf- 
ture of the boat; as /mooth, as the flow of the ſtream. 
— But let. us not forget thoſe grievous calamities, 
which befal Our brethren, in ſome remote tracts of the 
earth, or diſtant parts of the ocean. How many ſai- 
lors are ſtruggling, vainly ſtruggling, with all the 
fury of rending winds, and daſhing waves! While 
their veſſel, flung to and fro, by tempe/tuous billows, is 

7 * MiLTox, book IV. — 

= * — 4.3 mounted 
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mounted into the clouds, or plunged in the abyſs. 
Poſſibly, the miſerable crew hear their knell ſounded 
in the ſhattered maſt, and ſee deſtruction entering at 
the burſting planks. Perhaps, this very moment, 
they pour the laſt, diſmal, dying ſhriek; and ſink, 
irrecoverably fink, in the all-overwhelming ſurge. — 
The traveller, in Africa's barren waſtes, pale even 
amidſt thoſe glowing regions, pale with prodigious 
conſternation, ſees ſudden and ſurpriſing mountains 
nſe; ſees the fultry 'defert, aſceuding the ſky, and 
ſweeping before the whirlwind. What can he do? 
whither fly? how eſcape the approaching ruin ? Alas! 
while he attempts to rally his thoughts, attempts to 
E Bf deviſe ſome feeble expedient, he is overtaken by the 
I | choking ſtorm, and ſuffocated amidit the ſandy inunda- 
n tion. The driving heaps are, now, his executioner ; 
2 Was the drifted heaps will, foon, be his tomb. | 
1 While we poſſeſs the valuable privileges, and taſte 
+ | the delicious ſweets of liberty, how many partakers of 
our common nature are condemned to perpetual exile, 


GG UB 5 Me FR: eo OR 


or chained to the oar for life! How many are immu- 
\ red in the gloom of dungeons, or buried in the caverns 
„of the mines, never to behold the all-enlivening ſun 


again While reſpect waits upon our perſons, and re- 
putation attends our characters; are there not ſome 
unhappy creatures, led forth by the hand of vindictiie 
uſtice, to be ſpectacles of horror, and monuments of 
vengeance? ſentenced, for their enormous crimes, to 
f- be broke limb by limb on the wheel, or to be im- 
n. ¶ paled alive on the lingering ſtake. To theſe, the ſtran - 
'S, Igling cord, or the deadly ſtab, would be a molt welcome 
he favour. But they mult feel a thouſand deaths, in un- 
ai- Idergoing one. And this, too probably, is but the be- 
he Eginning of their ſorrows ; will only conſign them over 
to infinitely more terrible torment. | | 
Whilecaſeand pleaſure, in ſweet conjunction, ſmooth 
dur paths, and ſoften our couch; how many are toſſ : 
ing on the fever's fiery bed, = toiling along afflic- 
N D d 3 tion's 
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tion's thorny road! Some under the excruciating, but 
neceſſary operations of ſurgery : their bodies ripped 
open, with a dreadful incifion, to ſearch for the tortu- 
ring ſtone; or their limbs lopt off by the bloody knite, 
to prevent the mortification's fatal ſpread. Some ema- 
ciated by pining ſickneſs, are deprived of all their ani- 
mal vigour; and transformed into ſpectres, even be- 
fore their diſſolution x. Theſe are ready to adopt the 
complaint of the p/almiſt; I am withered like graſs ; 
my bones are burnt up, as it were a firebrand ; 1 go hence 
like the ſhadow that departeth. While health, that 
ſtaple bleſſing; which gives every other entertainment 
its flavour and its beauty; adds the gloſs to all we ſee, 
and the goũt to all we taſte; health plays at our 
hearts; dances in our ſpirits; and mantles in our 
cheeks, as the generous pain lately ſparkled in 
our glaſs, 
We are bleſſed with a calm poſſeſſion of ourſelves ; 
with tranquillity in our conſciences, and an habitual 
harmony in our temper. Whereas many, in the dole- 
ful cells of Junacy, are gnaſhing their teeth or wring- 
ng their hands ; rending the air with volleys of hor- 
rid execrations, or burdening it with peals of diſcon- 
ſolate ſighs. And O! what multitudes, even amidit 
courts and palaces, are held in ſplendid vaſſalage, by 
their own domineering paſſions, or the vanities of 2 
bewitching world! Far leſs innocently, far more de- 
plorably diſordered 4, than the fettered madman, they 
are gnawed by the envenomed tooth of envy; they are 
of agitated 
* A little excurſion of thought will convince the 
Ee ed there is no peri _——_ 2 eu ſome of 
theſe calamitics do not our fellow-creatures, in one part 
of the world or another. a A 
1 Grve me any plague, an hal writer f 
plague of the 22 bn of 3. Upon which judicious and 
weighty apophthegm, Maſiniſſa 8 ff in Mr Themſon's 
ing paraphraſe, 


0 ! ſave me ſrem the tumult of the ; * 
* 
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a | agitated by the wild fallies of ambition; or feel the 
malignant ulcer of eng. rankling in their breaſts. 
In ſome, avarice, like a ravening harpy, gripes. In 


e, b a 

ſome, revenge, like an implacable fury, rages. While 
- | others are goaded by lordly and imperious luſts, 
. & through the loathſome ſewers of impure delight; and 


ie left, at laſt, in thoſe hated and execrable gens, where 
remorſe rears her ſnaky creſt, and infamy ſharpens her 
I ˙ wN. ˙—— >=. 


" Why this long pauſe? replied Theron. Your obſer- 
vations are as uſeful, as they are juſt. We ſhould all 
ur be acquainted, at leaſt in ſpeculation acquainted 
with grief; and ſend our thoughts, if not our 
feet, to viſit the abodes of ſorrow : — that, in this 
ſchool, we may learn a ſympathiſing pity for our 
diſtreſſed fellow- creatures; * ſee, in this glaſs, our 
inexpreſſible obligations to the diſtinguiſhing good- 
* neſs 5 8 which has crowned on table 
g- with abundance, and repleniſhed our cup with deli- 
cacies; permitting neither penury to ſtint the draught, 
nor adverſity to mingle her gall. — Go on, I muſt en- 
au treat you, with your deſcription of compar ative felicity. 
by We have a large circuit ſtill to make, before we ar- 
fz rive at our intended port. And I could wiſh, that 
Je. | your diſcourſe might keep pace with the current. 
icy Since you approve the ſubject, anſwered 4/pa/io, I - 
will whe it a little farther —We, the inhabitants of 
<a | this favoured iſle, breathe an air of the moſt agreeable 
+. | temperature, and mot wholeſome qualities. But how 
. many nations languiſh under brazen ſkies, vaulted as 
From the wild beaſt within For circling ſands, © 
When the ſwift whirtwind whelms them oer the lands ; 
The roaring —— — the rey: ariſe, fee 
While thwarting thi min ; 
The — en. to which this * +4 
The blazing city, and the gaping earth; ' * 2 
All deaths, all tortures in one pang combin'd, 
Are gentle to the tempeſt of the mind. : 
D d 4 it 


we « In 
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it were with fire? They welter amidſt thoſe furnaces 
of the ſun, till their © viſage is burnt, and black as a 
« coal *. What is far more diſaſtrous, beds of ſul- 
hur and combuſtible materials lie in ſubterraneous 
ambuſh, ready to ſpring the rre/i//1ble mine ; ere long, 
—perhaps, on ſome day of univerſal feſtivity 4, or in 
ſome night of deep repoſe,—to be touched by heaven's 
avenging hand. — Then with what outrageous vio- 
lence will they burſt! rock the foundations of nature 
wrench open the ponderous jaws of earth! and fwal- 
low up aſtoniſhed cities, in the Jark, tremendous, 
cloling chaſm ! | | 
Theſe earthquakes, it may be, both precede and por- 
tend, the peſtilence that walketh in darkneſs, and the 
ſfeckneſs that deſtroyeth at neon-day 1. "they are, at 
once, a fearful omen, 'and a ruinous blow. The flag- 
nating atmoſphere, rank with malignant vapours, be- 
comes a ſource of deadly infection; or, replete with 
poiſonous animalcules, is one vaſt incumbent cloud 
of living bane. If the active gales ariſe, they ariſe 
only to ſtir the feeds of diſeaſe, and diffuſe the 
| * Lam. iv. 8. | 
+ There is a remarkable paſſage in P/al. lviii. 9, which ſeems 
to denote ſome ſuch unexpected, but ſpeedy and mevitable doom. 
The ſenſe is darkened, not a little, by the verſion admitted in- 
to our liturgy. I believe, the true tranſlation may be ſeen in 
the following 7talics, and the true meaning learned from the 
interwoven paraphraſe.—Speedily, or before your pots can per- 
ceive the warmth of blazing thorns, ſball V E that ruleth over 
all, ſweep 2 the Wo y OP Fours by 1 * of 
ighteous indignation, as by a fierce and mi tempeſt; ſo that, 
7 from the fulneſs of his ſufficiency, 204 the height of 


his proſperity, he ſhall be plunged into utter deſtruction.— 
The word , which is very unhappily rendered raw, ſignifies 
a ſtate of proſperity or pleaſurable _— 1 Sam. xxv. 6. 
—The whole verſe, in a gradation of ſtriking images, gives us 


a moſt awful diſplay of divine vengeance : vengeance quite 
ſudden ; utterly irreſiſtible ; and overtaking the ſecure ſinner, 
amidſt all the careſſes of, what the world calls, fortune. 

. 1 Pal. ci. 6. + * 
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fatal contagion far and near.— Unhappy people! The 
plague, 1 miniſter of divine — — fix- 
es her head - quarters in their blaſted provinces; and 
ſends death abroad, on his pale horſe *, to empty 
their houſes, depopulate their towns, and croud their 
2 | ; 54 
yy iſland is ſeldom viſited with either of theſe dread- 
ful judgments ; and has never ſuſtained any very con- 
{iderable calamity from the former. However, let us 
not be preſumptuoully ſecure. We have, not Jong 
ago, received an awful warning. The rod has been 
ſhaken, or rather the ſword has been brandiſhed, over 
our territories. —Who can forget the general conſter- 
nation, which ſeized our metropelrs, on occafion of the 
late earthquake? And not without reaſon, For, of 
all divine viſitations, this is the moſt terribly vindic- 
tive. The whirlwind is /ow in its progreſs; war is 


gentle in its aſſaults; even the g peſtilence is a 


mild rebuke; compared with the inevitable, the all. 
overwhelming fury of an earthquake. When it begins, 
it alſo makes an end ; puts a period, in a fe mi- 
nutes, to the work of ages, ruins all, without diſ- 
tinction; and there is no defence from the deſtructive 
brake. G - Ir Ati n gh 

Should almighty vengeance ſtir up thoſe fierce 
ſubterranean commotions; ſhould the moſt high 
G OD bid ſtrong convulſions tear the bowels of na- 


ture, and make the foundations of the world tremble 


like a leaf: what, O ye careleſs ones f, what will you 
do? whither will you fly? the pavement ſinks 
under your feet. Your houſes are tottering over your 
heads. The ground, on every fide, cracks and opens 
like a gaping grave; or heaves and (wells like a roll- 
ing ſea. A noſe of craſhing || is heard from without, 
occaſioned by the rending ſtreets, and falling ſtruc- 


* Rev. vi. 8. | + 1 Sam, iii. 12. 
$ If. XXIII. 11. 1 Zeph. i. 10. | 
tures. 
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bures. an infernal thonders #, | dellow from 
beneath ; mingled with deſpairing ſhrieks, and dyir, 
| from thoſe wretched — who are — 
med between the cloſing earth, or going down alive 
into the horrible pit f. — Where now W 

0 


Before the overthrow of Catania by an earthquake, a 
noiſe was heard, vaſt and horrid, as if all the artill&ry in the 
world was diſcharged at once. . 
: |} Very memorable, and equally tremendous, is the account 
of the earthquake, that viſited Sicily, in the year 1693.,—It 
ook the whole iſland. The miſchief ic cauſed, is amazing. 
Fifty-four cities and towns, beſide an incredible number of vil- 
ages, were either demoliſhed, or greatly damaged. Catania, 
one of the moſt famous and flourithing cities in the kingdom, 
— deſtroyed. Of 18,914 inhabitants, 18,000 periſh- 


Another earthquake almoſt as dreadful, and in the ſame 
year, ſpread deſolation through the colony of Jamaica, In 
wo minutes time, it ſhook down, and laid under water, nine 
tenths of the town of Port-Royal, In leſs than a minute, three 
quarters of the bouſes, and the ground they ſtood on, toge- 
ther with the inhabitants, were quite ſunk ; and the little part 
left behind, was no better than heaps of rubbiſh.— The ſhake 
' was fo violent, that it threw people down upon their knees, 
or their faces, as they were running about tor ſhelter. The 

ground heaved and Pl » like a rolling ſea; and ſeveral 
houſcs, ſtill ſtanding, were ſhuffled ſome yards. out of their 
places, The earth would crack and yawn ; would open and 
mut, quick and faſt. Of which horrid openings, two or three 
hundred might be ſeen at once. In ſome whereof, the people 
weat down, and were ſeen no more, In ſome they deſcended, 
and roſe again in other ſtreets, or in the middle of the har- 
bour. Some ſwiftly cloſing, ſeized the miſerable creatures, and 
prefſed them to death; leaviag their heads, or half their bodies 
above ground, to be a ſpectacle of terror, and 4 prey to 
dogs. Out of others would iſſue whole rivers of water, ſpouted 
to a great height in the air, and threatening a deluge to that 
part, which the earthquake ſpared. —Scarce a planting-houſe 
or ſugar-work was left ſtanding in all the iſland, Two thou- 
fand lives were loſt, and a thouſand acres of land ſunk. The 
whole was attended with frightful noiſes, with brimſtone blaſts, 


and offenſive ſmells. The noiſome vapours belched forth, 
| corrupted 
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To your ſtrong towers? They are ſhattered in pieces. 
—To the ſtronger rocks? They are thrown out of 
their place.—To the open fields? They are a fright- 
ful gulf, yawning to deyour you.—Where-ever you 
fly; in the wildneſs of your Jiraction, where-ever 
you ſeek for ſhelter ; it thall be, as if a man fled from 
a lion, and a bear met him ; or went into the houſe, and 
leaned bis hand upon the wall, and a ſe bit him . 
Vet there is one place of refuge, which will prove 
an inviolable ſanctuary, and à perfect ſecurity. I 
mean, the great, the gracious, the adorable RE- 
DEEMER's righteouſneſs. Hither let us betake our- 
ſelves. Now, before the day of deſolation cometh, 
let us betake ourſelves to this ſtrong- bold. Then ſhall 
we have no reaſon to fear, though the earth be moved, 
and though the hills be carried into the midit of the 
ſea. For thus faith GOD, the omnipotent and 
faithful GOD; The ſun and the moon ſball be darkened, 
and the ſtars ſhall withdraw their ſhining. The LORD 
alſo all rear out of Zion, and utter his voice from Ferus 
ſalem. The heavens and the earth ſball ſhake ; but the 
LORD FESUS 2 as oy 
ople, and the ſtrength of the chi rael +4 —Or, 
{f the true believer involved in the ſame undiſtin- 
guiſhed ruin with the ungodly ; even this ſhall turn 
to his gain. It ſhall exempt him from the lingering 
pains, and the melancholy folemnities of a dying 
Like Elijab's fiery chariot, it ſhall ily waft his 
ſoul to the boſom of his SAVIOUR. While the 
hideous cavern, that whelms his body in the centre, 
ſhall be its chamber of reſt, till the beloved BRIDE- 
GROOM comes, and the day of reſurrection dawns. 


corrupted the air, and brought on a general fickneſs; which 
ſwept away more than three thouſand of thoſe who eſcaped 
the fury of the carthquake, See Cans. Di2. on the word 


earthquake. | 
A450 v. 19. + Jon i, 18. 16 
T 8c 


i 
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Me liſt up our eyes, and behold the radiant colours, 
which fluſh the forehead of the morning: we turn, 
and gaze upon the no leſs beautiful tinges, which im- 
e the cheek of evening. We throw around our 
view, and are delighted wi numberleſs forms of fer- 
tility, which both decorate and enrich our plains.— 
Whereas, other countries are over-run with immenſe. 
ſwarms of locuſts: which intercept, where-ever they 
fly, the fair face of day; and deſtroy, where-ever 
the alight, - the treaſures of the ground. | 

Au! 8 | what s it, that the hborious hind ſows his 
acres, or the ſkilful huſbandman prunes his vineyard? 
that ſpring, with her prolific moiſture, ſwells the bud; 

or, with her delicate pencil, paints the bloſſom ? Nor 
grain, nor fruit, can hope for maturity, while theſe 
rapactous and -baleful creatures infeſt the neighbour- 
hood. They ravage the gardens. They ſtrip the 
trees, and ſhave the meadows. Scarce a ſingle leat 
remains on the —_ or ſo much as a fingle ſtalk 
in the furrows. A fire devoureth before them, and be- 
hind them a flame burneth : the land is as the garden of 
Eden before them, and behind them a deſolate wilderneſs ; 
ea, and nothing can eſcape them *. 

Now, let the artillery roar from all its iron 
throats, and diſgorge the heavieſt glut of mortal hail. 
Now, ye ſons of flaughter, men /ir/ful to deſtroy +, 
now hurl the ſulphureous globes, which kindle into a 
hurricane of fire, and barkt in ragged inſtruments of 

ruin.—To no purpoſe. The linked deten are 


* 4 fire devoureth beſore them, and behind them a 

kurneth,: Joel ii. 3. This is one of thoſe bold and expreſſive. 
metaphors, in which the Hebrew language delights, and by 
which it is eminently diſtinguiſhed. It ſignifies a total devaſta- 
tion of the vegetable produce; ſuch as muſt enſue, if a raging 
and refiſtleſs fire attended the progreſs of theſe pernicious ani- 
mals ; with ſuch vehement impetuoſity, that none 
could quench it; ſpreading ſuch extenſive havock, that nothing” 
could eſcape it. [ | Eck. XXI. 12 

d turned 
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turned into ſtubble, the burſting bombs are aceounted 
as ſtraw. Theſe armies of the air laugh at all the for- 
midable preparations of war; and when they fail on 
the fword, they ſball nat be wounded *.—Surprifing and 
awful deſtination of the everlaſting G OD! at once, 
to ſtain the pride, and chaſtiſe the guilt of man! 
Theſe ire a deſpicable and puny race; clad in no coat 
of mail, but cruſhed by the ſlighteſt touch. They 
wear neither ſword, nor ſcymitar, nor any offenſive 
weapon. Yet, in ſpite of  oppoling legions, they-car- 
on their depredations, and puſh their conqueſts. 
Lane marches in their front, and famine brings up 
the rear. They ſpread univerſal devaſtation, as they 
advance; and frequently give the ſignal for the peſti- 
lence to follow. Potent armies loſe their hands, and 
haughty tyrants tremble for their dominions. 

O! that the natives of Great Britain would bethink 
themſelves! would break off their ſins by righteouſ- 
neſs, and their iniquities by cheriſhing the influences 
of the divine SPIRIT! leſt this over forwing ſtourge f, 
| Rs TEN under 
The prophet Joel, foretelling the plague of locuſle, gives, 
under the image of an embattled hoft, a moſt alarming diſplay 
of their terrible appearance; their impetuous ' progreſs ; the 
horrible dread they raiſe, as they advance; and the irreparable 
miſchief they leave, as they depart : adding, among other a- 
mazing circumſtances, I hen they fail upon the ſword, they 
ſhall nit be wounded. Which implies, I apprehend, that no 
method of ſtaughter ſhould prove deſtructive to their troops: 
or, that every expedient, contrived for their ſuppreſſion, ſhould 
be utterly baffled : being, through their immenſe numbers, as 
invincible, as if every one was abſolutely invulnerable. For, 
though millions and millions ſhould perith by the weapons of 
war; even ſuch- a blow, in reference to their whole collective 
body, ſhould ſcarce be perceived as a loſs, ſcarce be felt as a 
wound; neither diminiſhing their ſtrength, nor retarding 
their march, Joel ji. 8. | | 

+ Overflowing ſcourge, If. xxviii. 15. It is the of 
a ſcourge to laſb, of a river to overflow. The ſacred writer 
(by an elegant , which beautiſies the original, but 

cannot 
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under which ſome neighbouring kingdoms have ſe- 
verely ſmarted, ſhould be commiffioned to viſit our 
borders, and avenge the quarrel of its MAKER's 
honour. — Diſtant as thoſe countleſs legions are, with 
I ng ſeas between; yet, if GOD lift up a ſtan- 
— _ or but hiſs * unto them from the ends 
earth, they come with ſpeed ſtoiſtiy.— Who will 
convey this with to the ears, — tranfwit it to 
the hearts of my countrymen? that our land may 
always appear, as it does at preſent, like the darling 
of Providence; may always reſound with the voice 
of joy, and be filled with the fruits of plenty; ma 
always wear the robe of beauty, and be adorned. wi 
cannot be preſerved in the tranſlation) has connected theſe dif- 
ferent ideas and different effects. The vindictive viſitation, with 
which he threatens the diſobedient Jews, ſhall pierce deep as 
a ſcourge, and ſpread wide as an inundation. They ſhall feel 


ic to their very fouls ; and it ſhall involve the whole nation in 


mi an iſh, and run. 1 | 3 
Ly — to be ſuch a form of on in the ſervice 
of our church ; when we pray, in behalt of our fellow-Chri- 
ſtians; „ Pour upon them the continual der of thy bleſſing;“ 
that which may be refreſhing and ſalutary as the dew, yet copi- 
ous and abundant as the ſhower. Y | 

* Hiſt unto them, If. v. 26, With great fignificancy, and 
prog grandeur, the- prophet applies this expreſſion to the 

ORD GOD of hoſts, influencing the moſt powerful ar- 
mies; 7. d. 66 Th 
from the remoteſt regions of the earth, to execute all his 
« pleaſure. Formidable and innumerable as they are, they 
* come, — I ſay not, upon his re injunctions, or at 
* his ſtrit command, but at the firſt, the very ſmalleſt inti- 
4 mation of his will;“ —ſuch as the ſhepherds uſed to their 
flocks; ſuch as the bee · men, of old, to their ſwarms; or ſuch 
as we, in theſe days, to ſome of our domeſtic animals.— The 
Hebrew I would not tranſlate, af his whiftle; becauſe 
this phraſe, in our language, creates a vulgar found, and con- 
veys # low idea: but ſuch is the import of the original; which 
denotes all that unconcernad eaſe of action, without agy of the 


offenſrve familiarity of diction. 
79 How 


come, without a moment's delay, and 


Sa Oc , . tt. [Tf ] ‚ 2x a£< oa; A oa eam ac _ ee ! 
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Hoy great are the n ſaid Theron, 
Peace at her leiſure plans, and leads out induſtry to 
execute, all the noble and commodious improvements, 
which we behold on every ſide. Peace ſets the mark 
of property on our poſſeſſions, and bids juſtice gua- 
rantee them to our enjoyment, Peace ſpreads over 
us the banner of the laws, while we taſte, free from 
outrage, and ſecure from injury, the milk and honey 
of our honeſt toil #. — Amidſt the tumultuous cone 
fuſions of war, who could have a heart to contrive, 
or 2 hand to accompliſh, any ſuch works of dignity 
and uſe? In thoſe days of darkneſs and diſtract 

bow languid to the fight are all the dewy landſcapes 


of ſpring? How inſipid to the taſte are all the deli- 


cious flavours of autumn? When the nation is over- 
run with armies, and embroiled in ſlaughter, 4 trem- 
bling heart, and failing of eyes, and forrow of mind +, 
are the diſmal diſtinction of the times. Inſtead of a 
calm acquieſcence in our portion, our very life hangs 
in continual ſuſpenſe, - 
But what are all the benefits of external peace, 
though diſplayed in the faireſt light, and cnlivened by 
Pax optima rerum, ſays the Latin poet. But the Grientats, 

I think, diſcover the moſt ſuperlative eſteem for this blefling, 
by making it the conſtant of their ſalutations, and the 
ſubject of their moſt cordial wiſhes for their friends; PęrAcx 
BE,UNTO THEE,—In this bert ſentence, they ſeem to have 
compriſed a whele volume of mercies : ing, by their ſingle 
all that the Greeks expreſſed by their x, , 
corparus; i, e. à confluence of that joy of mind, that health of 
body, that proſperity of outward cireumſtances, which complets 
the happineſs of mankind. | ; 
We have a fine deſcription of peace, and its various bleſſ. 
-ings, t Maccab. xiv. 8. 9. Kc. The picture is very exact, 
t, perfectly artleſs. Nothing ſhould hinder me from 
tranſcribing the paſſage, but a fear of being too diffuſive in 
my notes. Leſt the reader, who expects a treat, ſhould com- 
plain of a g/ut; or have reaſon to object. that the ſide-board 
is more copiouſly furniſhed than the tabe. 
t Deut. XXVili. 65. | 
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the ſtrongeſt contraſts—What are they all, compared 
with the bleſſings of the goſpel? by which ſinners 
may have peace with GOD through FESUS 
CHRIST our LO RD. | | 
This, reſumed A/pafio, ſuggeſts a freſh inſtance of 
happineſs, which others want, and we poſſeſs; an in- 
ſtance never to be omitted in our catalogue of pecu- 
har mercies ; | might add, never to be Pee by 
any Chriſtian, on any occaſion. — While many king- 
doms of the earth are ignorant of the true G OD, 
and know neither the principles of piety, nor the 
paths of felicity ; the day-ſpring from on high hath vi- 
ed us, to give the knowledge of ſalvation, and to guide 
our feet into the way 0 ee millions of rebel- 
lious angels, caſt from their native thrones, are reſerved 
in chains of darkneſs, unto the judgment of the great 


day; we, though rebellious and apoſtate ſinners of 


mankind, are delivered from the wrath to come. The 
holy FESU S (bleſſed be his redeeming eſs!) 
has endured the croſs, and deſpiſed the ſhame, on pur- 
poſe to reſcue us from thoſe doleful and ignominious 
dungeons ; where the priſoners of almighty vengeance 


——Converſe with groans, 
Unreſpited, unpitied, unrepriev'd, 
Ages of hopeleſs end *. 


Yes, my dear Theron ; let me repeat your own im- 
portant words; What are all the benefits of exter- 
<. nal peace, though diſplayed in the faireſt light, and 
<«< enlivened by the * 4 contraſts ;—what are they 
44 all, compared with the % Hngs of the geſpel? — 
This brings the olive-branch from heaven, and glad 
tidings of reconciliation with our offended G OD. 
This compoſes the tumult of the mind; diſarms the 
warring paſſions ; and regulates the extravagant de- 


fires. This introduces ſuch an integrity of heart, and 
benevolence of temper, as conſtitute the health of the 


a 1 
4 4 


ſoul. 
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ſoal. This ſpreads ſuch an uniform beauty of holi- 
neſs through the conduct, as is far more amiable than 
the moſt engaging forms of material nature. 

O! that thou wouldſt bow the heavens! that thou 
wouldſt come down, celeſtial V/SITANT; and 
make thy ſtated, thy favourite abode in our ifle! that 
every breaſt may be animated with thy power ; and 
1% community, every 'ndividual, may wear thy 
reipicuadent badge — Then ſhall it be the /caft ingredi- 
ent of our public felicity, that the ſword of ſlaugh- 
ter is beaten into a plough-ſhare, and the once bloody 
ſpear bent into a pruning-hook. It fall be the /owe/# 
upon the liſt of our common bleſſings, that violence rs 
no more heard in our land, *vaſting and deſtruction within 
our borders. Our very officers will be peace, and our ex- 
actors * ri 1 We fhall call (and the event will 
correſpond with the name) our walls ſalvation, and our 
gates praiſe. Then ſhall every harp be taken down 
from the willows, and every voice burſt into a ſong. 
e In other climes“ — will be the general acclama- 
tion— 

In other climes, let myriads of curious in/efs 
« ſpin the delicate thread, which ſoftens into velvet, 
« ſtiffens into brocade, or flows in gloſly ſatin; which 


* IC. Ix. 17. Officers and exaftort ſignify perſons veſted with 


public authority; who have it in their power to rule wich ri- 
gour. But thele, inſtead of abuſing their power, ſhall con- 
duct the adminiſtration with all poſſible equity and gentleneſs ; 
with a parental tenderneſs, rather than a mag iſterial auſterity. 
So that, though the title. and office of an exactor may remain; 
nothing of the dominecring inſolence, or oppreffive ſeverity, 
ſhall continue.— The prophet, who always delivers his ſenti- 
ments with the utmoſt emphaſis, ſays, hey ſhall be, not barely 
peaceable and righteous, but pofſefled of theſe qualities in the 
higheſt degree. Or, which implies more, than any other 
words can expreſs, they ſhall. be peace and righteouſneſs itſelf. 
— ſhe ſame beautiful figure is uſed in the next clauſe, which 
deſcribes the invielable ſecurity of the city, together with the 
univerſal both jay and piety of the inhabitants. 


Vor. III. No 16. Ee xeflects 


[ o Ly 
W — ICE 


. 
- 

— £ — —— 
— = VD- T * _ 


"== af" 


— — 
_ AX 


X © we 


— 


30 VO 


8 


— Whey CE 1 


A 


wy r 


| 
4 
1 


2. 54 6+ 


One ISS” — —B—ͤ — 


— — 


* 
9 
bY 
t 
1 
1 
T 


434 THERON any ASPASIO. 


reflects a lovelier glow on the cheek of beauty, and 
*© renders royalty ittelf more majeſtic. We are pre- 
. < ſented with infinitely-finer robes, in the imputed 
. & righteouſneſs of our REDEEMER, and the in- 
„ herent ſanctiſication of his SPIRIT; which beau- 
„ tify the very ſoul, and prepare it for the illuſtrious 
aſſembly —of ſaints in light,—of angels in glory. 
Leet eaſtern rocks ſparkle with diamonds, and give 
4 birth to gems of every dazzling tincture. We have, 
e hid in the field of our ſcriptures, the Pearl of great 
price; the white and precious /tone * of perfect ab- 
- & ſolation ; a diadem, which will ſhine with undimi- 
cc niſhed luſtre, when all the brilliant wonders of the 
“ mine are faded, extinguiſhed, loſt. | 
« Let richer ſoils nouriſh the nobleſt plants, and 
« warmer ſuns concoct their exquiſite juices; the 
c“ lemon, pleaſingly poignant ; the citron, more mild- 
* ly delicious; or that pride of vegetable life, and 
* compendium of all the blandiſhments of taſte, the 
& pine-apple. We enjoy far more exalted dainties, 
. in having acceſs to the Tree of life, whoſe leaves are 4 
« for the healing of the nations 4 ; whoſe boughs are 
* repleniſhed with a never-failing abundance of hea- 
* yenly fruits; and the nutriment they diſpenſe, is 
3 bliſs and immortality... - | 4D -£1..21 it ; 
„Let Iberian vines twell the tranſlucent cluſter, and d 
4 burſt into a flood of generous wine: let the Tuſcan ti 
e olive extract the fatneſs of the earth, and melt in- 
t a ſoft mellifluous ſtream, We ſhall neither envy, 
nor covet theſe inferior gifts, ſo long as we may 
draw water out of the s of ſalvation: ſo lung | «. 
& as we may receive that union from the HOLT © 
< ONE }, thoſe influences of the COMFORTER, f vj} 
Which not only make a chearful countenance, but | cci 
ce — the very heart: imparting ſuch à refined git 
tc ſatisfaction, as the whole world cannot give; fuch 
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©. a permanent ſatisfaction; as NO calamities can take a- 
6c way. 
Let Ethiopian mountains * ribbed with marble, 


and Peruvian mines embowelled with gold. We 


« want neither the impenetrable quarry, nor the glit- 
<« tering ore; having, in our adored MESSIAH, 
a ſure foundation for all our eternal ROPES, and an 
© mmexhauitible-fund of the divineſt riclies. 

He it fo, that our Vs is but a creeping drop; * 
« the Thames iticlf no more than a ſcanty riwulet; 
compared with the magnificent ſweep of the Gan- 
© ,ges, or the ſtupendous amplitude of Aro de la Pla- 
„ ta*, The wretched natives, even on the banks of 
< thoſe ſtately rivers, are at a diſtance from all the 
<« ſprings of true conſolation. Whereas we have a 
“ fountain, we have a river, that iſſues from the o- 


cean of eternal love. With incomparable dignity, 


and with equal propriety, it is ſtyled the river of 
« life f. It — the boute of the mourner, and re- 
<« vives the ſpirit of the ſorrowful. It makes glad 
<«< the city, and makes happy the ſervants; of our 
6 GOD, It quickens even the dead; and every hu- 
* man creaturis that drinks of its water, lives tor e- 


ver. 


This rixer is near two 1 wiles broad, where it 
_ rges itſelf into the ſea. It pours ſuch an immenſe q 

the liquid elemept imo the Atlantic occan, that freſh 

7 may be taken up for the ſpace ef many a league: It con- 

tinues thus — vaſt through a courſe of tix hundred 

miles ; when it div ides into two mighty branches, the' Faran® 

and che Paraguay which, having run in ſeparate channels, 


ſeveral thouland miles along the country, unite at laſt ; and 


forn:,. by their conflux, this magnificent and ſpacious ſtream 2- 


w hich i 15 ſuppoſed 10 be the very lary eſt in the WCT. 'd— To con- * 


ceive a proper idea of its prod g ous d menſions, we may ima · 
gine a current of waters, taking its rife beyond Feroſalem ; Sand, 
after having received all the rivers of Europe into its 01 pacious 
bed, making its entꝭy on the Britiſo ocean, by a mouth execnd- 
ed from Dover to Briſtal. 1 Kev, Ai. 1 
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« Let Afaatic iſlands boaſt their mountains of myrrh; 
* and hills of frankincenſe : let Arabian groves, witk 
* a ſuperior liberality, diſtil their healing gums ; and 
* ripen, for vigorous operation, their vital drugs. 
« We have a more ſovereign remedy, than their moſt 
4 powerful reſtoratives, in the great. ME DI A- 
« TOR's atoning blood. We have a more refreſhing 
«< banquet, than all their mingled fweets, in comme- 
« morating his paſſion, and participating his merits. 

c In ſhort, we have an equivalent, far more than 


“ an equivalent, for all thoſe choice productions, 
« which bloom in the gardens, or baſk in the orchards 


of the ſun. | We have a goſpel, rich in precious pri- 
« vileges, and abounding with ineſtimable promites : 
« we havea SAVIOUR, full of forgiving goodneſs, 
and liberal of renewing grace. At whoſe auſpiciqus 
« approach, fountains ſpout amidſt the burning de- 
& ſert; under yhoſe welcome footſteps, the dy 


„ waſte ſmiles with herbage; and beneath his potent 


cc touch, the wilderneſs buds and bloſſums as a roſe &. 
« Or, to {peak more plainly, the deſolate and barren 
« foul brings forth thoſe fruits of the SPIRIT, 
« which are infinitely more ornamental than the filk- 
« en gems of ſpring ; infinitely more beneficial than 
« the ſalubrious ſtores of autumn. * 

“ We have a SAVIOUR, — tell it out among the 
« Heathen, that all the nations on earth may partake 
« of the gift, and join in the ſong. a SAVIOUR 
* we have, whoſe radiant eye brightens the gloomy 
paths of affliction ; whoſe efficacious bleſſing makes 
« all things work together for the good f of his people. 
“ Death, gilded by his propitious ſmile, even death 


« itſelf looks gay. Nor is the grave under his be- 
* nign adminiſtration, 7 "0g a den of deſtruc- 


C tion; but a ſhort and y avenue to thoſe im- 


mortal manſions ; whoſe foundations are laid with 
« ſapphires; whoſe windows are of agate ; © the gates 


I. xv. 1. F Nom. vii. 28. ” ij 
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* carbuncle; and all the borders of pleaſant flones *. 
Pardon my rhapſody, dear Theron. Your own re- 
mark, added to the grand and lovely views, have 
warmed, have animated, have almoſt tranſported me. 
— Theron anſwered not a word; but ſeemed fixed in 
thought. — While he is indulging his contemplation, 
we may juſt obſerve ſome other peculiarities of the 
proſpett. | 


Here and there, a loneſome cottage ſcarcely lifts its 
humble head. No pompous ſwell of projecting ſteps 
ſurrounds the door; no appendent wings of inferior 
offices ſkirt the edifice; no ſtately hall, ſlabbed with 
marble, and roofed with ſculpture, receives the ga- 
zing ſtranger. But young-eyed Health, and white- 
robed Innocence, with ſweet-featured Contentment, 
adorn the habitation, While Virtue lends her graces, 
and Religion .communicates her honours, to dignify 
the abode; renderin g the blameleſs hut ſuperior, in 
real majeſty, to a diſſolute court. ' 

At ſome diſtance, appear the hoary remains of an 
ancient monaſtery. Sunk beneath the weight of re- 
volving years, the once venerable fabric is levelled 
with the duſt. The lofty and ornamented temple lies 
rudely overgrown with moſs, or fall more ignobly 
covered with weeds. The walls, where ſainted image- 
ry ſtood, or idolized painting ſhone, are claſped with 
twining ivy, or ſhagged with horrid thern.— Through 
iſles, that once echoed to the chantor's voice, mingled 
with the organ's majeſtic found, the hollow winds 
Toar, and the daſhing ſtorm drives. Where are, now, 
the ſilent cells, the vocal choirs, the duſky groves, in 
which the romantic ſaints prolonged their lonely vigils, 
by the midnjght-taper ; or poured their united pray- 


ers, before the lark had waked the morn, or ſtrolled, 


in ever-muling melancholy, along the moon-like glade. 
—Surely, thoſe mouldering fragments now teach, (and 
I . I, BY The 12: 
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with a much better e, with a much ſtronger em- 
phaſis), what formerly heir unſocial and gloomy re- 
iidentianies profeſſed. They teach the vanity of the 
world, and the tranfitory duration of all that is moſt 
ſtable, in this region of ſhadows. 
Behold, on yonder eminence, the rueful memorials 
of a magnificent ca/tle, All ditmantled, and quite de- 
molithed, it gives a ſhading of ſolemnity to the more 
lively parts of nature's picture ; and attempers the 
rural delight, with ſome touches of alarming dread. — 
War, deſtrucave war, has ſnatched the ſithe from the 
hand of time, and hurried on the ſteps of deſtiny. 


Thoſe broken columns, and battered walls; thoſe 


proſtrate towers,and battlements dathed to the ground, 
carry evident marks of an immature downfal. They 
were built for ages, and for ages might have flood, a 
defence and accommodation to generations yet unborn, 
if haply they had eſcaped the dire aſſaults of hoſtile 
rage. But what vigilance of man can prevent the 
miner's dark approach? or what folidity of bulwark 
can withſtand the bellowing engine's impetuous ſhock ? 
- Thoſe, perhaps, were the rooms, in which /icentious 
Mirth crowned with roſes the ſparkling bowl, and 
tuned to the ſilver - ſounding lute the ſyren's inchant- 
ing ſong. Thoſe, the ſcenes of yoluptuous Indul- 
| where Luxury poured her delicacies; where 
Beauty, inſidious Beauty, practiſed her wiles ; and 
1 with bewitching art, her wanton ſnares.— 
Now, inſtead of the riotous banquet, and intrigues of 
lawleſs. love, the owl utters her hated ſcreams by 
night, and the raven flaps her ominous wing by day. 
here are the violet-couches, and the woodbine- 
bowers, which fanned, with their breathing ſweets, 
the polluted flame? The ſoil ſeems to ſuffer for the 
abuſes of the owner. Blaſted and diſhonoured, it 
produces nothing but ragged briers, and noiſome 
nettles ; under whoſe odious covert, the hiſſing ſnake 
glides, or the croaking toad craw!s.—Fearful intima- 
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tion of that 17nommnonus and doleful cataſtrophe, which 
awaits the ſons of riot! when their momentary grati- 
fications will drop, like the faded leaf; and leave no- 
thing behind, but pangs of remorſe, Keener far than 
the pointed thorn, and more envenomed than the vi- 
per's tooth. | 

Perhaps, they were the beauteous and honoured a- 
bodes, where Grandeur and Politene/s walked their dai- 
ly round, attended with a train of guiltleſs delights : 
where amiable and refined Hiendſhip was wont to fit 
and ſmile, looking love, and talking the very ſoul ; 
where Hoſpitality, with Oeconomy always at her ſide, 
ſtood beckoning to the diſtreſed, but induſtrious * poor; 


nd 
» 


* I ſay diſtreſſed, but induſtrious poor: —becauſe I would not 
be underſtood as encouraging, in any degree, the relict of our 
common beggars. —Towards the former, I would cultivate a 
tender and ever-ycarning compaſſion ; I would anticipate their 
complaints; and, as a ſacred writer directs, would even SEEK 
to do them good. —Þut as to the latter, Fps, Kane that 1 
look upon it as my duty, to diſcourage ſuch cumberers of the 
ground. They are, 8 luſty drones; and 
their habitual begging is no better than a ſpecious robbing of 
the public hive. For ſuch Aurdy ſupplicants, who are able to 
undergo the fatigue of travelling; able to endure the incle - 
mencics of the weather; and conſequently much more able, 


were they equally willing. to exerciſe themſelves in ſome ſpe- , 


cies of laudable induſtry ;—for theſe, the houſe of correcfion 
would be a far more ſalutary proviſion, than any ſupply from” 
our table; and confinement to labour, a much more beneficial 
charity, than the liberality of the purſe. us 
We ſhould remember, and they ſhould. be taught, that che 
law. ordained. by the court of heaven, is, Fa man will net” 
work, neither ſball he eat, If then we contribute to ſuppert” . 
them in idleneſs, do we not counteratt and fruſtrate this wiſe 
regulation, eftabliſhed by the great SOVEREIGN of the 
univerſe/?—ls it not alſo a wrong to the deſerving poor, If we 
ſuffer theſe wens on the body politic to draw off the nouriſh- . 
ment, which ought to circulate amongſt the valuable and uſe-" 
ful members? Money or victuals beſtowed on theſe worthleſs: 
wretches, is ee but the carngt- penny of . 
- 4 PILLS 
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and ſhowered bleſſings from her liberal hand. — But 
war, deteſted war, has ſtretched over the ſocial and 
inviting ſeat, the line of confuſion, and the ſtones of empti- 
neſs *, Now, alas! nothing but deſolation and horror 

haunt the ſavage retreat. The ample arches of the 
bridge, which ſo often tranſmitted the wondering paſ- 
ſenger along their penſile way, lie buried in the dreary 
moat.— Thoſe relics of the maſly partals, naked and a- 
bandoned, ſeem to bemoan their melancholy condition. 


It hires them, to be good for nothing; and pays them, for 
being public nuiſances. | | 

Let us then unanimouſly join, to ſhake off theſe dead weights 
from our wheels, and diſlodge theſe fwarms of vermin from our 
ſlate. Let us be deaf to their moſt impartunate clamours ; and aſ- 
ſure ourſelves, that, by this determined inflexibility, we do GOD, 


we do our community, we do them, the moſt ſubſtantial ſervice. — - 


Should they implore by the injured name of FESUS; for the 
honour of the LORD FESUS, let us reſolutelywith- hold our 
alms. Their meaning is, ! I cannot go on in my preſent ſhame- 
« ful and iniquitous courſe; I can no longer continue to act the 
« wicked and flothfuf ſervant ; unleſs you will adminiſter ſome 
% kindly pernicious aſſiſtance. For CH RIST's fake, there- 
fore, aſſiſt me to diſhonour my Chriſtian name, and to live 
«© more infamouſly than the vileſt beaſts, For CHRIST's 
« ſake, help me to be a reproach and burden to my native 
«© country; and to perſiſt in the way which leads to eternal 


4 deſtruction.— This is the true import of their petitions, 


And whether the ſanction of that moſt venerable name, added 
to ſuch a requeſt, ſhould move our commiſeration, or excite 
our abhorrence, let every thinking perſon judge. | 

I truſt, the reader will be ſo candid, as to excuſe this long 
digreſſive note; and do me the jultice to believe, that I am 
not pleading againſt, but for the real poor; not to harden any 
one s heart, but rather to direct every one's hand. —Give, out 
of gratitude to CHRIST, out of compaſſion to the needy, 
and be for ever bleſſed: bur give not to incorrigible vagrants ; 
to maintain impiety, and pamper indolence ; leſt it be demand- 
ed one day, Who hath required this at your hand ? left, by ſup- 
porting diſſolute creatures in that abandoned floth, which is 


the nurſe of all vice, we become partakers of their guilt, and 


acceſſary to their ruin. 1. xxxiv. 11. 1 
0 
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No ſplendid chariots, with their gay retinue, frequent 
the ſolitary avenues. No needy ſteps, with chearful 

tions, beſiege the once bountiful gate. But 
all is a miſerable, forlorn, hideous pile of rubbiſh. 

Since riches ſo often take to themſelves wings, and 
fly away; fince houſes, great and fair, reel upon their 
foundations, and ſo ſoon tumble into duſt; how wile, 
how falutary, is our divine MAS TE R's advice! 
Make to yourſelves friends with the mammon of unrigh- 
teouſneſs ; that, when the world fails around yor, wk 
the ſprings of nature Jail within you; they, as wit- 
neſſes of your charity, and vouchers for the ſincerity 
of your faith, may receive you into everlaſiing habita- 
tions K. — This is to lay up treaſure for ourſelves + - 
whereas, whatever elſe we amaſs, is for our heirs, for 
our ſucceſſors, for we know not who. This wealth 
is truly and emphatically called aur own f : it is an ad- 
vowſon; we have the perpetuity. Whereas, what- 
ever elſe we poſſeſs, is ours only for a turn, or in truſt. 

See the dreadful, dreadful ravages of civil diſcord / 
Where-ever that infernal fury ſtalks, ſhe marks her 
ſteps in blood, and leaves opulent cities a ruinous heap] 

Luke xviig., + Matth. vi. 20. f Luke xvi. 12. 

The effects of what Virgil calls bella, horrida bella, were 
never diſplayed in colours that glow, and with figures that a- 
larm, like thoſe which are uſed by the * Jeremiah, chap. 
iv. 19. &c- As this is perhaps the greateſt maſter-piece of the 
kind, the reader will permit me to enrich the notes with a 
tranſcript of the paſſage. 

Firſt we ſee, or rather we feel, che effects of war on the 
human mind; the keeneſt anguiſh, and the deepeſt diſmay. My 
bowels ! my bowels ! 1 am pained at my very heart, My-heart 
maketh a noiſe in me ; 1 cannot hold my peace : becauſe thou haſt 
heard, O my ſoul, the ſound of the trumpet, the alarm of war. 
—Deftruttion upon defiruttion is cried; for the land is ſpoiled. 
Suddenly are my tents ſpoiled, and my curtains in a moment. — 
How long I fee the flandard, and hear the ſound of the 
irumpet | 

Then we ſee the difmal devaſtations ef war; and who does 
6 | not 
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— What thanks then, what ardent and ceaſeleſs thanks, 
are due tothat all- ſuperintending, ever-gracious LORD, 
who has daſhed the torch from her hand; has broke 
her murderous weapons; and driven the baleful peſt 
from our and — May the fame almighty goodneſs 
thortly baniſh the accurſed monſter from all lands! 
baniſh the monſter, with her hated aflociate rapine, 
and her inſatiable purveyor ambition, to the deepeſt 
hell. Branded with everlaſting infamy, and bound in 
adamantine chains, there let them gnaſh their teeth, 
and bite the inevitable curb !— While Peace, deſcend- 
ing from her native heaven, bids- her -olives ſpring 
- amidſt the joyful nations; and Plenty, in league with 

Commerce, ſcatters bleflings from: her copious horn. 
While Gladneſs ſmiles in every eye; and Love, extenſive 


univerſal love, levelling the —— han of bigotry 
cements every heart in brotherly affection. a 


Near thoſe heaps of havock, lies the ſpot, ever · me- 
morable and ſtill revered, on which an obſtinate and 
fatal battle was fought.— The huſbandman, as he 
breaks his fallow land, or rends the graſſy turf, of- 
ten diſcovers the horrid implements, and the more 
horrid effects, of that bloody conflict. He ſtarts, to 
hear his coulter ſtrike ihe boſſes of a ruſty buck- 
ler, or gride over the edge of a blunted ſword, He 
turns pale, to ſee human bones thrown up before his 


not ſhudder at the fight? the whole country laid in ruins ! de- 
ved of all its ornaments, and all its inhabitants! reduced to 
a ſolitude, and a chaos. I beheld the earth, and lo it uu 
without form and void ; and the heavens, and they had no light, 
AI beheld the mountains, and bo! they trembled, and all the hills 
moved lightly. —T beheld, and bo ! there was no man, and all the 
birds of the heavens were fled. —1 beheld, and bs ! the fruitful - 
place was a wilderneſs, and all the cities thereof were broken 
down, at the preſence of the LORD, and by his fierce anger. 
If, after all this profuſion of imagery, bold and animated e- 
ven to aſtoniſhment, we can have any reliſh for the cold cor- 
rectneſs of a Heathen genius, we may find ſomething of the 
ſame nature in Horacr, Ib. II. Od. oo "a 
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lough; and ſtands aghaſt to think, that, in cutting 
bis furrow, he opens a grave.— The grey-headed ire 
often relates to his grandſons, hanging with eager at- 
tention on the tale, and trembling for the event; re- 
lates the diſmal, the glorious deeds of that important 
day.——How the fields, now covered with waving 
crops, were then loaded with mangled and ghaftly 
corpſes, How the paſtures, now green with herbage, 
were then drenched and incrimioned with human 
OTC, 

On that extended common,“ he ſays, © where the 

« buſy ſhepherd is erecting his hurdled citadel, the 
ce tents were ſpread, and the banners diſplayed ; the 
« ſpears briſtled in air, and the burniſhed helmets glit- 
<* tered to the ſun. On yonder ring ground, where 
« the friſking lambs play their harmleſs frolics, ſtood 
& the martial files, clad in mail, and ranged in battle- 
« array; ſtood war, with all its collected horrors, 
« like ſome portentous cloud, ready to burſt into an 
« immediate ſtorm.— On the nearer plain, where the 
quiet ſteed grazes in ſafety, and thoſe ſober oxen 
* chew the juicy herb, the fierce encounter mixed. 
« There, the javelins, launched from nervous arms, 
* and aimed by vengeful eyes, flew and reflew, whiz- 
& zing with death. The arrows lightened * from the 
« ſtrings ; and drenched their keen points, and dipped 
“ their fea wings in blood.—Soon as this ſhower 
« of miſlive ſteel ceaſed, - inſtantly outſprung thou- 


„Hab. iii. 11. Un p literally tranſlated, preſents us 
with that beautifully - bold figure, the — thy ſpeur.— 
Which, with innumerable other graces of ſpeech, that give 
dignity and ſpirit to our modern compoſitions, are borrowed 
from the language of Zion; are tranſplanted from the ſchool 
of the prophets. If we, ſtart into a pleaſing amazement, at Ho- 
mers Jopv_ land; have we not cqual reaſon to be charmed and 
ſurpriſed at Vabum's 391 om? every chariot raged with 


violence and impetuoſi 


tf 3. Was cager, Was even mad to deſtroy. 
Nah. ii. 5. 4 N 1 SOT CIE TING 71 and . 
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« ſands of flaming ſwords. They claſh on the bra- 
« zen ſhields; they cut their ay through the riven 
« armour ; and ſheath their blades in many a gallant 
« dauntleſs heart. —Here, on this diſtinguiſh level, 

the proud prefumptuous enemy, contident of vic- 
„ tory, and boaſting of their numbers, poured in 
«© hke a flood. There, a bold determined battalion, 
« of which myſelf was a part, planted themſelves like 
* a rock, and broke the fierce attack. 

* Then, adds the brave old warrior, © then the cow- 
« ard herd fled before the vengeance of our conquer- 
ing arms. Then, theſe hands ſtrewed the plains 
« with a harveſt, different far from their preſent pro- 
« ductions. Then the fathers, ſmitten with inexpreſ- 
* ible dread, looked not back on their children &; though 

ſhuddering 


„For this very ſtriking, and moſt terrific image, we are 
obliged to the prophet Jeremiah who, in a few words, but 
with all the pomp of horror, deſcribes the din of approaching 
war, and the conſternation of a vanquiſhed people. At the 
noiſe of the flamping of the hoofs of bis fireng horſes, at the 
ruſbing of his charidts, and at the rumbling of bis wheels, the 
fathers not lock back unto their children, for feeblenefs " = 
hands. Jer. xIvii. 3. 

Not to mention the thunder- like ſound of the diftion ; and 
that in a language much leſs ſonorous than the original; 1 ap- 
peal to every reader, whether the {aft circumſtance does not 
awaken the idea of fo tremendous a ſcene, and ſo horrible a 
dread, as no words can expreſs. Virgil has imitated the pro- 
Phet's manner, in that very delicate deſcriptive touch; where, 
repreſenting the alarm, excited by the yell of the 
Infernal fury, he ſays, 

Et trepide matres prefſere ad pefiora nates. 
That is, Each ſrighted mother claſped the infant to her flutter- 


4 boſom. 
No one, I believe, need be informed, — % pan 
8 with a very ſuperior ener * of heaven. 
the Pagan's draught, the effect 4. re ful from the con- 


Kitution, and coincides with the bias of ty. Ny 
l picture, it counterat?s, | t fuſpe „ 


— 


* 
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ſhuddering at the lifted ſpear, or ſcreaming under the 
4 brandiſhed ſword. The fathers looked not back an 
« their children, though they fell among the flain, 
4 gaſhed with deadly wounds; or lay expiring, in 
« groans of agony, under our feet.“ 


We leave the warrior, to repeat his ſhocking ſtory, 
and enjoy his ſavage fatisfaftion. For calmer ſcenes, 
and ſofter delights, we willingly leave him. —The eye 
is pleaſed with the elegant gaiety of the parterre; the 
ear is ſoothed with the 29 g melody of the grove ; 
but grand. objects, and the magnificence of things, 
charm and tranſport the whole man. The mind, on 
ſuch occaſions, ſeems to expand with the proſpect, and 
ſecretly exults in the conſciouſneſs of her greatneſs. — 
Intent upon theſe large and excurhve views, our 
friends ſcarce advert to the minuter beauties, which. 
addreſs them on every fide. The fewan, with her 
ſnowy plumes, and loftily-bendin notwith- 
ſtanding all her ſuperb air, and lordly ſtate; rows by, 
without exciting admiration, or obtaining notice. 
Equally unnoticed is both the array, and the action of 
the duck ; her gloſſy neck, and finely-chequered wings ; 
her diving into the deep, or her darting up into day. 
— The ſwallow, ſkimming the air in wanton circles, or 
dipping her downy breaſt in the flood, courts their ob- 
ſervation in vain.— Nor could the finny ſboles attract 
their regard, though they played before the boat in 
ſportive chace ; or, glancing. quick to the ſurface, 
ſhewed their pearly coats, bedropt wich gold. Thus 
they, engaged in ſublime, neglect inferior ſpeculations. 
And if the ſons of religion overlook the diminutive,, 
tranſient, deluſory forms of pleaſure, which float on 


overbears, the tenderſt workings and ſtrongeſt propenſities of 
nature; though inſtigated, on one hand, by the moſt impor- 
tunate calls of exquiſite diſtreſs ; and ſtimulated on the other, 
by all the ſolicitations of the =oſt yearning compaſſion. * 
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the narrow ſtream of time, or flit along the ſcanty 
bounds of ſenſe; it is only to contem and enjoy 
a happineſs in their G O D, which is elevated, ſubſtan- 
tial; and immortal. Compared with which, whatever 
the eye can ſurvey, from pole to pole, from the riling 
to the ſetting ſun, is a cockle-ſhell, a butterfly, *a 
Ze the | 
ronr this open ne, they enter 
ſkirts of a vaſt, umbrageous, venerable foreſũ.— On 
either ſide, the ſturdy and gigantic ſons of earth, rear 
their aged trunks, and ſpread their branching arms. 
Trees, of every hardy make, and every majeſtic form, 
in agreeable diſorder, and with a wild kind of gran- 
deur, fill the aereal regions. The huge, expanſive, 
roaming bou unite themſelves over the current, 
and diffuſe © their umbrage, broad and brown as even- 
ing.“ -The timorous deer ſtart at the claſhin — 
the waves. Alarmed with the unuſual ſound, 
look up, and gaze for a moment: then fly into * 
ous ways, and with precipitate ſpeed; vaniſhiug, 
than departing, from the glade. 

"How awful to reflect, as they glide along the nel 
ring ſhores, and the moſs-grown banks ; as —_— 
under the pendent ſhades of "quivering poplar, of 
whiſtling fir, and the ſolemn - ſounding ang of the 
oak, how awful to reflect * Theſe were the lonely 
« haunts of the Druids, two thoufand years ago! A- 
4 . _ duſky mazes, and ſympathetic glooms, 
© the e ſa ſtrayed. — th 5 
oe Wund, ind, with allithe ſolemnity of . 
9 votion, they gathered their m//etoe. *.. Here the 
0 „ viſionary 

If the reader pleaſes, he may ſee theſe pg, ay: ſolemni- 
ties deſcribed, in VAN IERII Præd. Ruft. pag. 125. &. Where 
the curious narrative of Pliny is embelliſhed with the har · 
monious numbers of Virgil. With regard to the reflections 
occaſioned by this account; the compliments laviſhed on the 

uch, their religion, and their monarch; I believe, the ju- 


re 
e Proteſtant will coufeſs with me, bar as our charming 
author 


DIALOGUE XVIL | 447 


« viſionary recluſes ſhunned the tumultuous ways of 
«© men, and 2 the myſterious paths of Providence. 
« Here they exp e ſecrets of nature, and in- 
3 voked cheir fab bed g gods. 5 

Sometimes wrapt in a ſudden reverie of 8 
ſometimes engaged in converſation on the ſolemn ap- 
pearance of things, the voyagers ſcarce perceive their 
progreſs. Before they are aware, this venerable ſcene 
15 loſt ; and they find- themſelves advanced upon the 
borders of a benutiful lawn. The foreſt, retiring to the 
right hand, in the ſhape of a creſcent, compoſed what 
Milton ſtyles, «. a verdurous wall of ſtatelieſt aſpect; 
and'left, in the midſt, an ample ſpace for the Houriſh- 
ing of herbage. 

ere, ſaid Theron, if you pleaſe, we will Aight; 

and leave the bearer of ous floating ſedan, to purſue 
his ceaſeleſs courſe, — to enrich the boſom of other val- 
leys, and lave the feet of other hills, —to viſit cities, 
and make the tour of counties, to reflect the image 
of many a ſplendid ſtructure, which adorn his banks; 
and, what is far more amiable, to diſtribute, all along 
his winding journey, mnumerable conveniencies both 
for man and beaſt : acquiring, the farther he goes, 
and the more benefits he confers, a deeper flow, and 
a wider ſwell; to the remarkable confirmation of 
that beneſicent muxim, led 11 er oe and yet 
increaſeth Ws MTV 
Theron and Aſpaſr, walking ol the ſpacious am- 
phitheatre, ſeated themſelves at the extremity of the 
bend. Before them, lay a verdant rea, ver- even 


author has copie the mages Gina cute! into the ſpirit of 
the ancients ; he has alſo catched à tincture of their ſuperui- 
ton; imbibing, together with all their elegancies and ger 
2 of their fanciful and legendary levities. 
i Verum ubi plura nitent in carmine, non ” n pancis 
: Ofendar maculis. Auen K Hon. 
Prov. xi. 44. + be 220 1 
r ä perfectly | 
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handſome ; but far from gay. Green was all 

the dreſs, without any mixture of gaudy flowers, or 
— — colours. Only, now-and-then, a gentle 
— over the undulating mead, impreſſ- 

ed a varying wavy gloſs on its ſurface. The whole 
ſeemed to reſemble the decent and ſober ornaments 
of maturer age, when it has put off the trappings, and 
hid adieu to the levities of youth. The broad, tranſ- 
parent ſtream, ran parallel with the ps T of the chan- 
nel; and drew a line of circumvallation, as it were, 
to guard the calm retreat. It appeared, where ſha- 
ded with boughs, like a barrier of poliſhed ſteel ; where 
to the ſun, like a mirror of flowing cryſtal. — 

The eaſtern edges of the river, were barricaded with 
à kind of mountainous declivity ; on whoſe rude and 
oy fides, the timorous rabbit burrowed, and the 
bearded goat browzed.—-Not far from the ſummit, two 
or three fountains guſhed : which uniting their cur- 
a_ as trickled down the ſteep, formed a natu- 
ral caſcade e here it was loſt in the ruſhy dells, or ob- 
ſcured by the twiſting roots; there it A kund again in- 


to view, and playing full i the 5e f day looked 


like a ſheet of ſpouting filver. 

In this-romantic retirement, fad Theron, we are 
quite ered from ſociety. - We ſeem to be in a 
world of our own; and ſhould almoſt be tempted to 
forget, that we are encompaſſed with a kindred ſpe- 
cies ʒ did not the muſic. of thoſe filver-tongued bells, 

from a diſtant ſteeple, and gliding along the 
geatle-ſtream, bring us-news of human kind. 
Eſcaped from man, and his buſy walks, methinks, 
we are come to the houſe of tranquillity, Such a deep, 
undiſturbed compoſure reigns all around ! It is as if 
ſome auguſt perſonage was making his entrance, or 


The Creek, e ee hippy: in its 


beautiful variety of compound words, very neatly expreſſes 
ys ggpennance by —rezrmms T7 9, 8 
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ſome majeſtic being was upon the point to ſpeak, and 
all nature ſtood fixed in attentive expectation. No 
place better fitted to cheriſh, or to inſpire a contempla- 

tive ſedateneſs. | : the" 

Obſerve the ſimplicity and grandeur of thoſe ſur- 
rounding trees; the noble plainneſs of their verdure, 

and the prodigious ſtatelineſs of their aſpect. What 
a ſpeck are our gardens, and what a mere dwarf are 
our groves, compared with theſe vaſt plantations ?— 
Here is none of your nice exactneſs, but all is irregu- 
larly and wildly great. Here are no traces of the ſhears, 
nor any footſteps of the ſpade, but the handy- work 
of the DEITY is apparent in all.—Give me the ſcenes, 
which diſdain the puny aſſiſtance of art, and are infi- 
nitely ſaperior to the low toils of man. Give me the 
fcenes, which ſcorn to bribe our attention, with a lit- 
tle borrowed ſpruceneſs of ſhape; but, by their own 
native dignity, command our regard. I love-the pro- 
ſpects, which, the moment they are beheld, ſtrike the 
foul with veneration, or tranſport it with wonYwer ; 
and cry aloud, in the ear of reaſon, A/cribe ye greatneſs 
to our G O D.—Such, I think, in a very eminent de- 
gree, is the foreſt; > 2 — 

— — — High waving ver the hills, 
Or to the vaſt hagizon wide diffus d, 

A boundleſs deep immenſity of ſhade. . 
Aſp: Solomon's refined genius ſeems to have been fond 
of the ſame ſituation, and delighted with the ſame ob- 
Jects. Therefore, at a great expence, and in the moſt 
curious taſte, he built thg houſe of the foreſl.— Iſaiabs 
divine imagination was charmed with the ſame grand 
ſpetacle. More frequently, than any of the prophets, 
he derives his illuſtrations from it. One compariſon 
I particularly remember. . of the A Hrian 
king, and his military forces, he likens them to fuck 
an aſſemblage of trees: numerous, as- theig amazing 
multitudes; /rong, as their maſſy trunks.” - Yet, nu- 
merous and potent as they were, they ſhould all be 
l Vol. III No 16. F f brought 
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brought low, and laid in the duſt. For behold the 
LORD, the LORD. ef hoſts ſhall lep the bough with 
terror, and the high ones of ſlature ſhall be hewn down, 
and the haughty ſball be humbled ; and he ſhall cut down 
the thickets of h1s foreſt with iron, and Lebanon ſhall fall 
by. a mg hty one. *.. Len 92 | 
Then he paſſes, by a moſt beautiful tranſition, to 
his darling topic, the redemption of ſinners. He gives 
us, together with one of the fineſt contraſts + imagi- 
nable, a view of the MSS IAH and his great fal- 
vation. When thoſe lofty cedars are levelled with the 
ground, there hall come a rod, a twig thall ſpring from 
the ſtem of Jet, and @ branch: fball grow out of hes 
" nooks f ; Which, notwithſtanding its mean original, 
and unpromiſing appearance, ſhall rear its head to the 
ies, and extend its ſhade to the ends of the earth. 
, Ther. Tou do well, Aſpaſio, to recall my roving 
thoughts. This magnificent ſolitude had captivated 
my imagination, and I was giving a looſe to the ufual 
fallies of my fancy. But, with a willing compliance, 
I turn to a more excellent ſubject.— Only 1 muſt aſ- 
ſure you, that your remark awakens a painful idea in 
my mind, though a joyful one in your own. For ; 
hopes, which were once high and lifted up, are now 
too much like that devoted proſtrate foreſt. 
Aſp. My dear Theron, Five me leave to ſay, they 
ere never rightly fonnded. They were, what Shake- 
ear calls, the baſeleſs fabric of a viſon. Now the 
adowy and tranſient hopes are demoliſhed, that ſo- 
lid and everlaſting joys may fucceed, Let them reſt, 
on CHRIST, the miinitely-glorious REDEEMER, 


- 7 Weg 30 * I. x. 33. 34. ä 

I This fine eontraſt, and that artful tranſition are, by the 

injudicious div iſion of the two chapters, very much obſcured, 

if not quite loſt, to many readers. The chapters, I think, 

ſhould by no means be ſeparated; but the tenth and the c- 
leventh, as a continuation of the ſame prophecy, ſhould be 

united. . | 


* 
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and they ſhall never be overthrown, never be remo- 
ved any more. 

Caſt a look upon yonder ivy. What can be more. 
feeble ? It has not Rrength enongtt to withſtand the 


ſlighteſt blaſt. Nay, if left to itſelf, its own weight 
would cruſh it to the earth. Yet, by twining around, 
the oak, how high it rifes, and how firm it ftands ! 
An emblem of our fate, and a pattern for our imita- 
tion.— Thus let us, who in ourſelves are nothing, of 
ourſelves can do nothin "Bs let us fly to CHRIST; 
rely on CHRIST; and, as Barnabas (that true fon 
of conſolation) ſpeaks, cheroe to the L. G x D FESUS 
CHR IST, with full purpoſe of heqrt *. Let us de- 
termine to know nothing, to deſire nothing, to de- 
pend on nothing, but 71 SUS CHRIS Fand him 
crucified, Let this be the motto for our faith, this the 
lunguage of our fouls, CHRIST is all. Then ſhalt 
our virtues, though thatherto ſmitten with à blaſt, 
revive as the corn; then ſhatt our hopes, though in 
themſelves weaker than the i ivy, mount like the cedars. 
Ther. You can hardly imagine, how x ſenſe of ꝑuilt 
and unworthineſs opprefles my wind. I am often diſ- 
couraged, and cannot bring. myſelf to be ſtedfaft in 
wy or Zo through hope. 
ou cannot bring yourſelf, but G0 D Al- 
ile power and grace can bring to paſs theſe de- 
ſirable effects. And hear what he 5 fays far- 
ther, Fs 75 the charming topic which introduced our 
difconric. Whenever the eloquent 1/aia/ undertakes 
to diſplay a truth, he gives it all the energy, all the 


beauty, and every heightening touch, which it is ca- 


pable of receiving s humble fhoot, ſpringing 

from the ſtem of I, ſhall riſe to fuch 2 pitch of ele- 

vation, that it ſhall, be conſpicuous far and near, and 

ſtand for an enfign of the. peeple. It ſhall be feen, not 

like a beacon upon the top 5 an hill, by the J/rae/ites 
only, or the natives of a fingle territory 3 - but like the 

— # As xi. 23. 
Ft 2 great 
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great luminaries of heaven, ſhall be viſible in every 
country, and by the whole inhabited world.—To it 
Hall the Gentiles ſ2e4 ; not only from the remoteſt, but 
from the moſt barbarous and idolatrous climes. Theſe,. 
even theſe ns, though ſavage in their nature, and 
deteſtable in their manners, ſhall be freely admitted, 
and find: reſt under his ſhadow. Nay, the refreſh- 
ment which he yields, and the comfort which they re- 
ceive, ſhall be not ſeafonable only, but of ſovereign 
efficacy; his refF ſball be glarious x. 
From this we learn, that all the bleſſings of 
CHRIS Ts mediation are deſigned for Gentiles; for 
the moſt abandoned and abominable ſinners.— That 
they are ſo full and conſummate, as to create a calm 
of tranquillity ;. 4 glorious reſt, in the moſt troubled, 
aſflicted, guilty conſciences.—And I dare challenge 
even my Theron's miſgiving mind, to ſpecify any want 
which is not ſupplied, any grievance which is not re- 
dreſſed, by the righteouſneſs of FESUS CHRIST. 
I formerly encountered your objedions, let me now 
combat your /cruples.. 


Ther. Sometimes I have a deep and diſtreſſing con- 
viction of my extreme ſinfulneſs.— Tis like a ſore 
burden, too for me to bear, —'Tis like the vi- 
Teft filth, and renders me odious to myſelf; how much 
more loathſome to the all - ſeeing eye !—It appears like 
a debt of ten thouſand talents, and I have nothing, 
no, not any * I I experience, what 
the p/almi/t ſo pathetically laments ; My fins have taken 
fuch hold upon me, that I am nat able to look up : ea, 
they are more in number than the hairs of my head, and 
my heart is ready to fail: my hopes are upon the point 
> hes, Thing, fy to n and righ 

: en, n to and righteous 
O . is the un of our hearts; the life of 
our hopes; and our portion for ever. 
re 
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If fin is a ſore burden; look unto CHRIST, who 
bore it all, in his'own body on the tree; and remo- 
ved, entirely removed that tremendous load, which 
would otherwiſe have ſunk the whole world into the 
nethermoſt hell, —If fin renders us #1thy ; let us have 
recourſe to that blood of ſpriikling, which cleanſes, 
not from a few ſtains only, but from all guilt. By 
which the moſt defiled tranſgreflors become fait as the 
faireſt wool, nay whiter than the virgin ſhows *,—If 
din is a debt , ee us to wrath, and binding 
us over to puniſhment; let us confide in that ious 
SURETY, who has taken the debt upon Famer 
and made it all his 1 10 and - only fo, but — 
paid it; paid it to the uttermoſt farthing, to the 
very laſt mite: ſo that juſtice itſelf can demand no 
more. ; | 

Let me confirm and illuſtrate this comfortable truth, 
by a ſcriptural ſimilitude. No ſimilitudes are more 
exact, and none 1o ſtriking. I haue blatted out as a 
thick cloud your tranſgrefrons, and as a cloud your fins }. 
A little while age, the whole expanſe of yonder ſky 
was covered - with clouds. Nothing could more 
ſtrongly repreſent a multitude of corruptions beſie- 

ing the heart, and a multitude of 1 — over · 
Ipreading the life. But where is, now, that immenſe 


Pal. K 7. | 

+ By theſe three images, the — diſplays the horrible 
and deſtructive — of ſin, together with the free nature 
and invaluable-worth of evangelical forgiveneſs. Bleſſed is he 
whoſe tranſęraſion, as an inſupportable load, (\W?) is bore or 
taken away; whoſe fin, as being the moſt abominable filth, 
( W) in covered; unte whom the LORD imputeth not (Af 
Ny) that moſt ruinous of all debts, iniguity—It is pleaſing 
to obſerve the vehemence and ardour, with which the royal 
penitent on this favourite topic. He breaks out with 
a kind of holy abruptne/s, and pours his ſoul in a variety of 
warm expreſſions ; as one who thought, he could not poſſibly 
enter upon the fubject tao ſoon, or dwell upon it % long, Pſal. 
XXIII. 1. 2. 1 II. av. 23. — — 
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arrangement of gioomy vapours? The ſun has ſhone 
them, and the wind has {wept them, clean away, 
There are none, neither great nor ſmall, remaining. 
From one end of the wide-extended hemiſphere to the 
other, we ſee nothing but the clear and beautiful blue 
of the armament. So, faith the SPIRITof GOD 
to the true believer, / totally is your guilt, however 
horrid and enormous, done away through the dying 
JESUS, p wh 

Ther, It is not poſſible to conceive, nor will the 
whole creation afford, a more exquilitely-fine compa- 
riſon. Perhaps nothing can fo emphatically deſcribe 
the moſt prodigious multitude, entirely obliterated, 
without the J-a/} tie of their former exiſtence. But 
Jam not only chargeable with pai iniquitics ;.T am 
alſo liable to daily miſcarriages. ' I relapſe into fin; 
and when I would do good, evil is preſent with me. 
-—Nay, my beſt hours are not free from ſinful infir- 
mities, nor my beſt duties from finful imperfections; 
which, like a worm at the core of the fruit, eat away 
the vigour of my graces, and tarniſh the beauty of 
my {crvices. 1 
4. Becauſe, through the frailty of your mortal 
nature, you cannot always ſtand upright; becauſe e- . 
ven the juſt man falleth daily, and daily contracteth 
defilement ; therefore a fountain is opened for fin and for 
uncleanneſ . The blood and atonement of CHRIST 
are compared to a heavenly fountain, In which pol- 
lated finners may waſh daily, waſh hourly ; and be 
conſtantly, perfectly clean, —A ciſtern may fail; may 
be broken or exhanſted. But it 1s the property of a 
real fountain, never to be dried up, always to yield 
its waters. Such is the efficacy of CHRIS T's death; 
not to be diminiſhed by univerſal and by inceſſant uſe. 
It removes the iniquity of the land +. It takes away the 
fin of "the world f. It is new, for our application, 
every morning; new, for this bleſſed purpole, every 

rn Tech. Ii. 9. t John i. 20. 

| | 4 oo moment. 
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moment. On which account, it makes complete pro- 
viſion for our cleanſing, our reſtoration, and our com- 
fort —Eſpecially, as it is not only ſovereign in itſelf, 
and always free for our approach, but is ever pleaded 


by a great HIGH PRIEST in our behalf. There- 


fore the inſpired caſuiſt directs us to this ſource of 
conſolation, under all the upbraidings of conſcience, 
and all the remains of inbred depravity. , any man 

fin, we have an advocate with the FATHER, 7E. 
SUS CHRIST the righteous, and he is the proputia- 
tron for our fins &. | cr $5202 


Ne; St Jahn reckons himſelf in the number of 


thoſe frail offending creatures, who ſtand in need of 


CHRIST, as a perpetual Interceſſor. This is writ- 
ten, not to encourage us in the commiſſion ' of ſin; 
but that we may be the leſs difcouraged; under a ſenſe 
of our infirmities.—We have; not we poſſibly may, 
but we actually have. A ſoul burdened with guilt, 
cannot be ſatisfied, cannot be eaſed, with a bare per 
haps. lt is therefore poſitively affirmed, as a matter 
of eſtabliſhed certainty, of which we ſhould not ad- 
mit a doubt.—We have for our advocate, not a meat 
on, but HIM who received an illuſtrious teſti- 
mony from the moſt excellent glory, This +5 my"bels - 
ved 8 O N 4.—Not a guilty perſon, who ſtands in need 
of pardon tor himſelf, but FESUS CHRIST the 
righteous, Not à mere petitioner, who relies purely 
upon liberality ; but one who has merited, fully merits 
ed whatever he aſks ; he ts the propitiation for our fins, 
has paid our ranſom, and purchaſed our peace. In 
conſequence of which, he claims rather. than aſks ous 
renewed, our irrevocable forgiveneſs.— This he claims; 
not from an wnrelenting Judge, but from his F As 
THER and our FATHER.—And can ſuch a plea 
meet with a re Can fuch an advocate miſcarry 
in his ſuit ?-If the prophets of old were reckoned 


nom A . dt e 
1 Iohn ii. 1. 2 Pet. i. 1 og 
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tbe chariot of Iſrael, and the horſemen there * ; be- 


cauſe, like their anceſtor Jacob, they had power with 
G OD, and prevailed in prayer; O! what a defence! 
what a ſecunty, is the divinely-excellent, and ever- 
prevailing interceſſion of FESUS CHRIST/ 
Four graces,” you complain, « are ſullied, and 
your ſervices defective.” —Then, my dear friend, 
renounce them in point of confidence; and gladly re- 
ceive, cordially embrace, the all- perfect righteouſneſs 
of yuur. LORD. 80 ſhall your juſtification be com- 
Rete; and your ſervices, though deficient in them- 
| ſelves, be © accepted in the BELOVED.”'—l have 
ſomewhere ſeen, painted upon a flat ſurface, an awk- 
ward and diſagreeable countenance ; in which was no- 
thing regular, nothing graceful, but every feature 
diſproportionate. Yet this very face, reflected from 
a cylindrical mirror, has put off its deformity ; the li- 
neaments became well adjuſted ; ſymmetry connected 
every part, and beauty ſmiled throughout the whole. 
— Like the former our virtues appear, when compared 
with the immaculate purity of GOD, or the ſublime 
pertection of his law. But they acquire the amiable» 
neſs of the latter, when preſented to the FATHER 
by our divine MEDIA TOR, and recommended 
by his inconceivably-precious oblation rx. 
Milton, 


2 Kings ©. 12. xii, 14. There is 2 peculiar beauty, and 
moſt appoſite fignificancy, in this proverbial ſaying, as uſed by 


the ancient /ſraelites. Horſes and chariots were deemed, in 


thoſe ages, the principal ſtrength of the battle, the moſt formi- 
dable apparatus of war. Of theſe the //{raclites were entirely 
deſtitute. Their GOD had expreſsly forbidden them to mul- 
tiply horſes ; and we never read of their bringing any conſider- 
able number of into the Geld.—Bur, Ib long as they 


enjoyed the e of their prophets, they wanted not this 
— wi flcſh, 2 had more than an equivalent for apes 
orſes, in the fervent, the effefual prayers of thoſe holy 
o of ge o'r 
+ They, the perſons and performances of frail men, /ha/l 
come up with acceptance on mine altar, ſaith the LORD, 11. 


U 
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+ Milton, taking his hint from the revelations of St 
John, repreſents our great HIGH PRIEST in this 
glorious and delightful attitude ; repreſents him offer- 
ing up the ſupplications and penitential duties of our 
parents; mixing with them the incenſe of his own 
merits ; and thus interceding before the throne. 


See, F-4 ATHER! what firſt fruts on earth are 
run 

From thy implanted grace in man / To 2 fe fab 

And prayers, which, in this $76 cenſer mix d 

With incenſe, I thy PRIEST be fore thee bring. 

Now ae bend thine ear 

To ſupplication ; hear his fighs though mute ! 

Unfhilful with what words to pray, let ME 

Interpret for him; ME his advocate 

And propitiation. All his works en ME, 

Good, or not good, ingraft : MT merit thoſe 

Shall es and T5 theſe MT death ſpall pay &. 


The poet's words are very emphatical. Yet words 
can no more expreſs the prevalence of our LOR D's 
negotiation, than the picture of the ſun can diffuſe its 
ſplendor, ar convey its warmth. | 


Ther. My ſpiritual wants are many. I have many 
duties to diſcharge, and many temptations to with- 
ſtand ; many corruptions to mortify, and many graces 


Ix. 5.,—Which. is 7 by St Peter's comment; Te are an 


holy prieſt hood, to offer up ſpiritual ſacrifices, acceptable wnto. 
GOD by FESUS CHRIST, 1 Pet. ii. 5.; and ſtill far- 


ther aſcertained by St Paul's practice; who, when he addrefits 

the MAJESTY of heaven with any petition, or preſents 
the tribute of praiſe, preſumes not to do either the one or the 
other, but in the bleſſed MEDIATOR's name: becauſe, - 
ſecluded from this grand recommendation, they would be of en- 
five to the awtul JEHOV AH, © as ſmoke in his noſtrils ;” 
accompanied with it, they are acceptable, © as the nog ſmell- 


< ing incenſe,” 
, Par, Loſt, book XI. I 22. &c. 


to 
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to cultivate, or rather to acquire. Yet have I no 
ſock, and no ſtrength of my own. 

Aſp. I rejoice, that my Theron is ſenſible of his own 
indigence. The good L OR D keep us both, in this 
reſpect, as little children ; whoſe whole dependence i is 
upon their nurſe's care, or their . parent's bounty 
Then may we, 4 ſuch a ſenſe of our poverty, 
and having a great HIGH PRIEST over che 
houſe of G0 D, come boldly to the throne of grace. 
We may apply, throu h the righteouſneſs of 7558 SUS 
CHRIST, for all needtul ſuccour, and for every de- 
ſirable blefling If Solomon could ſay, LORD, re- 
member David, and all his trouble, If Moſes could ſay, 
LORD, remember Abraham, Iſaac, and 2 thy ſer- 
vants. How much more confidently we ſay, 
« LORD, remember FESUS, the Son of thy love! 
« remember JESUS, and all his ſufferings; J E- 
« $US, and all his merits. Shall hey be ſent empty 
C away, who have their SAVIOU R% obedience to 
s plead?” No verily. ' Though they are altogether 
unworthy in themſelves, yet — is the LAMB 
that was flain, for whoſe fake their petitions ſhould be 
granted, and their every neceſſity ſupplied. 

Let me repeat to you a moſt beautiful and encou- 
raging portion of ſcripture ; which you may look up- 
on, under all your wants, as a charte blanche put into 

our hand by GOD all-ſafficient; Having therefore, 
brethre boldneſs ta enter into the holieſi by the blood of 
JESUS, by a new and living way which he has con. 
fecrated fer us, through the weil, that is to ſay, his fleſsb ; 
and having an HIGH PRIEST over he houſe of 
60D] tet us draw 3 Burt, . 


ance 8 
5 Ss in this place, in throughout this 
Lov alludes to the Meſaic ordinances, in or- 
pls to „chat the privileges of the Chriſtian diſpen- 
ſation were typiſied by, yet are greatly ſuperior to, 
Heb. 1 19, 20. 2 28 © © | 
07  thole 
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thoſe of the Jew!/p.,—Amoang the Fews, none but the 
high prieſt was permitted to ſet a foot within the holy 
of holies ; and he, önly on the ſolemn day of expia- 
tion. Whereas, all Chriſtians are allowed to enter in- 
to the immediate preſence of the moſt high GOD; 
may have the neareſt acceſs to HIM, who dwells in 
the heaven of heavens ; and this, not once in the year. 
only, but at all times, and on all. occaſions, —The. 
high prieſt never made that awful approach, but with. 
the blood of a /laughtered animal. We have blood of 
infinitely-richer value, to atone for our failings, and 
recommend our addreſſes; even the blood of the cru- 
cafes FZESU S.—Aaron entered. through the veil of 
e teinple; a way, which was ſoon to become anti- 
uated, and for ever to be aboliſhed. e enter by a 
25 more noble way; by the fleſh of our bleſſed R E- 
DEEMER; given as a propitiatory ſacriſice for our 
ſins. Which way is both zew and living; ſuch as ne- 
ver waxes old, will ſubſiſt to the end of time, and 
leads to eternal life. — Truſting in this ſacrifice, and 
entering by this way, which are conſecrated on pur- 
poſe for our uſe, we may not only draw near, but 
draw near with boldneſs, with an humble filial conſi- 
dence; and preſent our ſupplications with faith, — 
with, aſſurance of faith, - with full aſſurance of faitb. 
How ftrong is the contraſt, and how fine the grada-, 
tion! how precious the doctrine, and how free the 
privilege! What ſhall we fear, if we believe this doc- 
trine? what can we lack, if we improve this privilege? 
—And why ſhould we not believe the former, why. 
ſhould we not improve the latter? Since they both are 
founded, not on any excellent endowments, not in; 
any recommending actions of our own, but prrety,: 
ſolely, entirely on the blood of FESUS-C HRISF. 
her. There may come ſeaſons of de/ertion, when all 
graces are languid, if not dead; when the light of 
G O D's countenance is ſuſpended, if not turned into 
darkneſs; and the man is more like a Iifeleſs log than, 
$5232 24 3117.34 4G xi ds 
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a zealous Chriſtian. Theſe frames of mind 1 have 
heard mentioned, and! begin to know ſomething of 


them N xperience. 

Aſp. Then, Theron, when you walk in darkneſs, and 
fee no light of ſenlible comfort, truſt in the name, the 
unchangeable grace, of the L OR D ; and ſtay upon the 
righteouſneſs, the conſummate righ 3 of your 
GOD *. This is not barely my advice, but the di- 
rection of an infallible de—This agrees alſo with 
the character of a real fer ian, as it is 2 exactly 


drawn by an unerring pen; We rejoice in CHRIST 


fance on and have no confidence i in the fleſh t; no re- 
nce on any thing of our own, either for preſent joy, 
2 

To le rc un We elevation of our ſpirits, or the en- 
largement of our devotion, is like building our houſe 
upon the ice; which may abide for a ſeaſon, but, up- 
on the firſt alteration of weather, ceaſes to be a foun- 
dation, and becomes © water that runncth apace.” 
Whereas, to derive our conſolation from the ME DI A- 
TOR's righteouſneſs, and JEHOVAH's faithful- 
neſs, is to build our edifice upon the rock ; which 
may not be removed, but ſtandeth faſt for ever.” 
The former of theſe, even amidſt all our changes, is in- 
variably the ſame. The latter, notwithſtanding all our 
our unworthinefs, is inviolably ſure. Therefore the 
Fruit of that righteouſneſs is peace, and Mee of this 

. l. 10. 

+ Phil. in. 3 Exattly drawn—Pcrhaps there is no where 
extant 2 finer, a more complete, or ſo lively a pifure of the 
trueChriſtian. 'Tis in miniature, Ion; but it comprehends 


all the mafter-lines and every diſtinguiſbing feature. We are 
they, who worſbip GOD in the gibi; with che ſpiritual ho- 


mage of a renewed heart ; with faith, love, reſignation, Aud 


rejoicein CHRIST FESUS; in him book for all our ac- 
oeptance with GOD; from him derive all the peace of our 
minds; and on him place all the hope of our final felici 


And have no confidence in the fleſb ; renouncing ourſelves, jn 
every view, as unprofitable nts; diſclaiming all our own 


and attainments, as defective ſervices, 
_ faithfulneſs 
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faithfulneſs is, if not rapturous joy, yet guietneſs and 


aſſurance for ever &. 

So that, when it is winter in my ſoul, and there 
ſeems to be a dearth on all my ſenſible delights, I 
would ſtill fay with the pſalmiſt, Why art thou ſo 
* diſquieted, O my ſoul? CHRIST is the fame a- 
« midſt all thy derelictions. He ig 2 green fir-tree +, 
* which never loſes its verdure. Under his ſhadow 
% thou mayſt always find repoſe. His merit and at- 
onement are ſtill mighty to fave; they conſtitute 
< an everlaſting and infinite righteouſneſs. The pro- 
miſes of GOD, through his mediation, are yea, and 
4 amen |; are unqueſtionably and unalienably thine.“ 

Ther. Tis very probable, I may meet with affic- 
tions ; death, in my family, or diſeaſe in my perſon. 
Diſappointments may fruſtrate my deſigns. Provi- 
dence may wear a frowning aſpect, as though the 
LORD had a controverſy with his ſinful creature, 
and was making him to poſſeſs the iniquities of his 
youth... And what will be ſufficient to ſupport and ta 
chear, in ſuch a gloomy hour ||? 

Aſp. The righteouſneſs of CHRIST.—Nothing is 
ſo ſovereign, to calm our fears, and remove all appre- 
henſions of the divine wrath. Apprehenſions of the 
divine wrath would draw the curtains of horror a- 
round our ſick beds, and throw upon our languiſhing 
eye-lids the ſhadow of death J. But a believing im- 


* If. xxxii, 17. + Hol. xiv. 8. f 2 Cor. i. 20. 

The ſufficiency of CH RI1ST's righteouſneſs, to anſwer 
all theſe important and delightful ends, is excellently diſplayed 
in Mr RawLiN's ſermons, on CHRIST the righteouſneſs of 
his people. In which the public have ſeen the grand and ami- 
able eſſentials of the goſpel, delivered in maſculine language; 
defended by nervous reaſoning ; and animated with a lively de- 
votion. 

+ Alluding to that deſcription of tribulation and anguiſh, 
which, I believe, no perſon of ſenſibility can read without 
7 My face is foul with weeping, and on my eye-lids 
is the ſhadow of death, Job xvi. 16. | SE 
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provement of CHRIS fatisfation for our offen- 
ces, clears up the mournful ſcene, and tate away the 
ſting of tribulation. 
Attending to this great propitiation, the ſufferer 
ſees his ins forgiven, and his G O D recontiled. From 
hence he concludes, that the ſevereſt afflictions are 
only fatherly corrections; ſhall not exceed his ability 
to bear; and ſhall affuredly obtain 'a gracious iſſue. 
He can fetch comfort from that cheating word, I vill 
be with him in trouble; and expect the accompliſhment 
of that moſt conſolatory promife, 7 wil! deliver hin, 
and bring hint to h5nour *. — Theſe ſupports have ena- 
bled the faints, to kiſs the rod, and bleſs the hand, 
which chaſtiſed them; to poſſeſs their ſouls, not in 
patience only, but in thankfulneſs alſo. While they 
have {ooked inward, and diſcerned their abſolute need 
of theſe bitter but ſalutary medicines ; have /2oted u- 
card, and bcheld the cup in a tnoſt wiſe and tender 
PHYSICEAN's hand; have lte forward, with 
4 Joyful hope, to that better world; where G OD 
will wipe away. all tcars from their eyes, aud there 
- ſhall be no more ſorrow, nor any more pain. 
Ther. The laſt occafion of need is the trying hour 
of death, and the tremendous day of judgment. Will 
this righteouſneſs carry us, -with fafety, through the 
darkſome valley, and preſent us, with acceptance, at 
the dreadful tribunal ? 

Aſp. It wilt; it will.— This filences all the eurſes of 
the law, and difarms death of every terror. Io be- 
keve in this right-outneſs, is to meet death at our 
SAVIOUR's fide; or rather, like good old Simeon, 
with the SAVIOUR in our arms. — They evercame, 

Hays the, beloved diſciple, they overcame the laſt ene- 
my, not by natural fortitude, or philoſophic reſolu- 
tion; but by the-blard f the I. AMB +3 by a belie- | 
ving application of the victorious REDEEMER's | 
merit. — I not, adds the heroic apoſtle, «hom I have 
FAS „ 15 + Rev. xii. 11. 
8 belered ; 


* 
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believed *; I am aſſured, thitmy'FE SUS is infinite- 
ly faithful, and will not deſert me; that his ranſom is 
abſolutely ſuſlicient, and cannot deceive me. There- 
fore, with a holy bravery, he bids deſiance to death; 
or rather, triumphs over it, as a vanquiſhed enemy; 
Thanks be to GOD who groeth us. the victory through our 
LORD FESUS CHRIST Nay, through 
the wonderful efficacy of CHRIST propitiation, 
death is ours |; not our foe, but our friend and deli- 
verer. We may number it among our treaſures; and 
reſt ſatisfied, that o die, is gain. 

What? though our fleſh ſee corruption; though 
this body, vile at preſent, be made viler ſtill, by 
dwelling amidſt worms, and mouldering in the duſt ? ? 
yet through HIS righteouſneſs,” who is the reſurrec- 
tion and the life, it thall ſhake off the difhofours of 
the grave; it ſhall riſe to a new and illuſtrious fate of 
exiſtence; it ſhalt be made like the g/orrous and immortal 
body of our triumphant LO'RD.—If the body be ſo 
refined, ſo exalted; what will be the dignity; What 
the perfection, 'of the foul? or rather, of ſoul and 
body both, when they ave happily and indiſſolubly 
united, at the reſurrection of the juit? — Shall they 
have any thing to fear, when the judgment is fet, 
and the books are opened? Iis probable there 
will be no accuſation, . tis certain here is no condem. 
nation, to them that are in CHRIST JESUS . 
Who ſhall lay any thing to their charge? J 15 
GOD, — not man, or angel, or any ereature, but 
605 — that juſtifies them. The G G D whoſe 
kw was broke, the G0 D to whom vengeance be- 
longeth, he himſelf pronounces them innecent, be- 
cauſe their iniquities have been laid upon CHRIST, 
he himſelf pronounces them righteo#4, becauſe ther 
are intereſted in the obedience of their R E! 
DEEMER; on theſe accounts, he himſelf pro- 

2 Tim. i. 12. + 1 Cor. xv. 57. | 1 Cor. in. 22, 

Rom. viilc 1. . FINE 1] 


nounces 
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nounces them bleſſed, and gives them an abundant en- 
trance into the joy of their LORD. 

But what can expreſs, or who can imagine their 
happineſs, when they take up their abode, in the pa- 
laces of heaven, amidſt the choirs of angels, and un- 
der the light of G OD's countenance ! when they 
poſſeſs the hope of righteouſneſs * ; when they wear the 
crown of - righteouſneſs F ; and receive that great, that 
eternal ſalvation, which is an adequate recompenſe for 
the humiliation and agonies of FESUS CHRIST 
the righteous }. | 


Come then, my dear' Theron, let us henceforth be 
as branches, ingrafted into the heavenly VINE; de- 
rive all our ſap, all our-moiſture, all our conſolation, 
trom his fulneſs. Let us live upon our all-ſufficient 
REDEEMER, as the //aelites ſubſiſted on their man- 
na from heaven, and their waters from the rock, and 
not with for ether, as we cannot poſlibly enjoy better 
ſuſtenance. > ia | * 14" 
Ther. Is this the meaning of our LO RD's exhor- 


tation, when he ſhews the neceſſity of eating his fleſh, . 


and drinking bis blood? 


Aſp. *Tis the very ſame. A repeated and inceſſant 


application of our SA VIO U R's merits, for all the 
purpoſes of , piety and falvation, is the kernel of this 
nut, the meaning of this metaphor. — When we habi- 
* 2o JESUS CHRIST, as dying for 
our ſins, and riſing again for our juſtification ; per- 
forming all righteouſneſs, that we may be entitled to 
an eternal crown; and interceding in heaven, that 
we may be filled with all the fulneſs of GOD: then 
we eat his fleſh, and drink his blood : then we derive 


à life of ſolid comfort, and real godlineſs, from his 


mediatorial offices; juſt as we derive the continuance 
of our natural life, trom the daily uſe of alimentary 

recruits. | | 
Gal. v. 5. + 2 Tim. iv.8. 1 John ü. 1. 
3 Oro 
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Ther. Your diſcourſe brings to my remembrance 
that magnificent and beautiful paſſage in ſcripture; 
where CHRIST is called THESUN OF RiGnTEOVUs- 
ESS. Your doctrine fets the compariſon in a very 
advantageous light; gives it the utmoſt force, and 
the greateſt propriety.—The righteouſneſs of CHRIST, 
according to your account, 1s as extenſively uſeful in 
the Chriſtian life, as the beams of that grand luminary 
are in material nature.—The fun fills the air; where 
diffuſes light, and creates day.—The ſun penetrates 
the ocean; ow whence it exhales vapours, and forms 
the clouds. In the vegetable creation, the ſun raiſes 
the ſap, and protrudes the ; unfolds the leaves, 
and paints the bloflom ; diſtends the fruit, and con- 
cots the juices. — Turn we to the animal world; 
the fan dehghts the eye, and gladdens the heart. It 
awakens millions of inſects into being; and imparts 
that general joy, which every ſenſible creature feels. 
Indeed there is nothing hid from the heat thereof. 5 

Aſp. Thus the LORD FESUS CHRIST, that 
true and only Sun of Righteouſneſs, arifes on his people 
with healing in his wings*. So various, ſo efticacions,” - 
and fo extenſive are his influences. Like a ſun, he 
enlightens and enlivens ; like wings, he cheriſhes and 
protects; like x remedy, he Hraif and reſtores: and 
all, by virtue of his righteouſneſs, on account of his 
righteouſneſs, — Nor can we doubt, nor need we wonder, 
if we conlider its nature and its author. Its nature; it 
is conſummately excellent, has every kind, and every 
degree of perfection. Its auther ; it is the righteouſ- 
neſs and obedience of that incomparable PERSON, in 
whom dwells all the fulneſs of the GOD HEAD. 

It muſt therefore, — you will permit me to ſum up 
in a word, what has been diſplayed at large, it muſt 
be fully anſwerable to the demands of the /aw, even 
in its higheſt purity, and utmoſt exactueſs.— It is in- 
finitely ſuperior to the demerit of fin, and entirely ab- 

\ 2 Mal. iv. 2. 
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ſolves from all guilt, entirely exempts from all con- 
demnation.—It is a moſt valid and never-failing plea, 
againſt the accuſations of Satan, and the challenges of 
conſcience. —It eſtabliſhes an undoubted title to every 


bleſſing, whether in time or in eternity, whether of 
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ace or of glory. — It is a ſure ſupport for the Chri- 
ian, in an hour of. deſertzen, and in the agonies of 
death. Caſting anchor on this bottom, he may diſ- 
miſs every fear, and ride out every ſtorm. Leaning. 
upon this ſtaff, he may go down to the repoſe of the 
grave; and neither be appalled at the folemn. harbin- 
gers of diſſolution, nor terriſied at its far more awful 
conſequences. — The merit of this righteouſneſs, and 
the power of its DIVINE AUTH OR, will un- 
ſeal the tomb; will bring forth the fleeping dufi from 
the chambers of putrefaction; and build up the whole 
man into immortality and glory. By this he will be 
reſented without ſpot * ; preſented faultleſs f; yea, 
3 perfect ſ, and with exceeding jey, before 
throne. 
What 2 gift then is the righteouſneſs of CHRIST! 
— Bleſſed be GOD, for all the indulgent diſpenſations- 
of Providence! Blefled be GOD, for all the bene- 
ficial productions of nature! But above all, bleſſed be 
G ON, for the tranſcendent and unſpeakable gift of 
CHRIST,— for, the unſearchable and infinite trea- 
ſures of HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
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